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1z what the Borden gov
ernment is doing with the War Meas-
ures Act to curb the high cost of liv-
ing. Under the War Measures Act,
passed unanimously by both Houses of
Parliament, the Government can do
anything it wishes with the laws, cus-
toms, precedents and business arrange-
ments of <Canada if the emergency
arises. So far as people can see, that
is about where it ends. The govera-
ment has power to do what it likes,
but it doesn’t like to do it.

With prices soaring as they are in
Canada, most governments would be
thinking of regulating exports with a
view to enabling the people who live
in this country to get their fair share
of the products of the soil at reason-
able rates. But, far from regulating
exports, the Borden government looks
on while its particular pets, the cold
storage barons, bring on a coal famine
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food pirates. The muuition wor
may get high wages, but what's the
use when they have to shall it ne

ail out for food to eat. The food pire
lreminds one of that grim old song

about the undertaker, “I'll nail you at
the last.”
The High Costers.

The Borden Government is not in a |
position to deal with the high cost ol |
living in a thorough root and bmn(‘h‘
way. There are two reasons for this.
One is that the Borden Government
is itself responsible for the high cost'
of living through its fiscal policy. Th ! |
other is that it was put where it is by
a combination of greedy forestallers
and nervous financiers who still havea
it under complete control. The Bor-!
‘den government daren’t do anything:
to mitigate the high cost of living. Its
masters won't let it. If it regulated
prices it would be regulating its own
'friends. If it regulated exports it
| would be putting a crimp in some of,

ons Are \
sponsible For Coal Famine

Cars Which Should be Used for the Transportation of Coal are
Corverted Into Warehouses for Food Products---Greedy
Ferestallers and Nervous Financiers Have the Government

Their Control--High Costers Enjoying a Carnival.

[about it.
| commissions.

\ C-

latable than, say, sinking one's teeth
in the furniture to satisfy a hearty ap-
petite.
Not a Substitute.

Iay as a gubstitute for bacon and
eggs is out of the question, because
the army uses all the extra hay. Bran
is cheap yet, and waw bran taken with
hot water, is said to be good for the

digestion, owing to its capillary ‘ac-

tion. But the moment Premier Bor-
den's food barons get the idea that
bran is in popular demand it will

shoot up in price, as rice has done al-
ready, someone having mentioned rice

sions hawve simply had to report. Th
couldn’t hold it any longer.' They d
rot want to expire as it were by the
c¢ffiuxion of time. Most of them harl
other work to do. So they repo |
—and the government <li(5 nothing

These were the more activa
The other commissions
nothing at all and consequently
made no report, which course, on the
whole, suited the Borden government
even better.

aid

A number of these high cost of liv-
ing commissions harbored a joker in
the shape of the Cold Storage King of
Canada who was planted in their verv
midst so he could see what was comingz
and head it off. This is how earnest
the Borden government was about the
high cost of living. It placed the chief
operator at all the strategic spots
where the news might be expected tn
come first.

And Still Another.

To all these commigs.ons another

in their hearing as a substitute for po-
tatoes. Nothing the public flees to as
a refuge from the high cost of livng
but the food barons get there first and
| make it more precious/than rubies

";'ih(' WaP Measures Act is about

i .!11‘ eful to stop these greedy fellows a:
|4f it didn’t exist at all.
| The Land Problem
| The' Borden govern t has i )
|mind that the vacant land preblem i
t going to solve the food problem—brin-

the untilled soil and the returned sol!
iers tegether and the thing's done.

This scheme had its origin in fle
some other large sequestrator
prairie lands, who would be glac .o sel
to the government at a good swing

produce nothing now but t-xes.
that the returned soldier

city.

avill not let him sell w'iere he pleases.
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bright mind of R. B. Bennett, M. P, or
the

ing price the broad, idle acr s which

The only drawback to thiz scheme is
srefers the
No lonesome prai .e farm for
him where he can to' somely grow
wheat which the Bor? a government

The humorist is o philosopher who
breaks the sad ncws gently to the

world because hi

18 .80Try for 1it.

by using cars that might be employed its chief benefactors’ profits. thas been added I~te.y whe: .5 H» go
in carrying coal, as warehouses for| . The Borden government has been at'at the high cost of I'ving from the
their food products until they can find pains to avoid any run-in with the cost : scientific end. A distinguished scien-
ships to carry the stuff across the of living that would prejudice its tist has becn appointed at a distin-
ocean. friends. Its idea is to go through the | guished salary to begin a research
The Food Barons. motions but not to do anything thatright away. Evidently he has a life
In other words, the whole transport-lwill hurt. With this object in viewljob. He need not report for a long
ation equipment of this country is, by\ there have been some half dozen royal : time yet. He has asked a thousand
grace of the Borden Government, at commisisons looking at the cost of other scientists to help him at notlL v
the disposal of the food barons who living from as many different angles.%a week but glory galore, and almost
can use it or not in such a way as to They are encouraged by the Border anything is sure to come of it—except
throw the whole economic scheme out government to take a good long Iook:nn immediate report. This is a great
of gear. It is surely bad enough that and not to be in a hurry to make uplconcemrated effort on the part of sci-
they should use their own warehouses  their minds. In the last two years and ence not only to help the Borden gov-
to manipulate prices, but when they;a half it must have cost the Borden | ernment out of a hole, but eventually,
proceed to commandeer freight cars government at least a quarter of a as we take it, to Feed the Poor With-
to make it worse, it looks as if the million dollars to pay economic com-|out Giving Them Anything to Eat.
War Measures Act ought to take afmissions of one kind and another to| This scientific inquest will no doub!
hand in. .string out the debate on the high cos! suggest substitutes for staple articles
But that will not be while the Bor- of living until the next general elec- of diet which have under the Borden
den Government is in office. Its ap- tion is over. government become too expensive for
parent object is to hand all the moneyl Commissions Reported. ‘]the people, These substitutes, onc
in the country over to its friends, thc! In spite of this some of the commis ' may hope, will be somewhat more pa
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THE CHALMERS MOTOR
: I8 A MASTERPIECE.
Its low gasalane consumption is wonderful.

superb.
Let yo

i Its performance is
Its graceful lines and bewtiful finish are pleasing to the ey«.
ur next car be a CHALMERS.
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53 iister Gasoline
{ Engines :
“ The Best in the g:soline
B { World
\ Light, Paral’s, ‘Po'v‘lerful, |
§ orremieal and Reflabae,

Lspecially Adapted to
Ferm work, Wood cutting etc
Absclutely Guaraniced.
Call cr write for catalogue.
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SEEDS

No. 1 Timothy
No. 2 Timothy
Mammoth Clover
Alsike Clover
Red Clover

at lowest market rates
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WWe have on hand a full range of Winter Ovaccoatings and
Suitings in all the latest patterns.
in talloring we are in a position to guarantee entire sai'stauctior

SUITS

OVERCOATS

With 25 years’ expsrience

from $18.00 to JE2.00

“ $20.60 to $35
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| ; have unusual

B ISUA ) quality and flavor,

P 7 | and an individuality

N IAN) e eh that is all the time

o= creating fast friends for
this exquisite brand.
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House Furnishings

For Sori
‘or JSpring
Lace Curtains
Scrim Curtains
Curtain Muslin and Drap=
eries of all kinds
Cretonnes and Casement
Cloths
White Bed Spreads

Towels, Napkins and Ta- :
ble Linens ‘

Qilcioths and Linoleums :
Carpets, Rugs and Squares ; :
Prices Lewest Pogsibie. Goods so'd to the Trade only. ‘ i
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Vassie & Company, Lid
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WHOLESAILE DRY
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GOODS and WOOLLENS
JOHN, N. B.
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Qur Motto: Promptness, Accuracy, Courtesy, Care.
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