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~ Surprise at the Time---Wanted to Head off Possible Disclos- 

ure Which the Auditor General Might Make--Sir Geo. Perley 

Not Likely to Better Conditions. 

(By H. F. Gadsby.) 

Ottawa, Jan. K 13.—The 

over Colonel Herbert Bruce's report 
is 

more than a case of doctors disagree- 

t is the symptom of a very grave 

overseas headquarters in 

London. It indicates that the Over- 

seas Minister of Militia, Sir George 

Perley, is not going to make changes 

for the better and for a very simple 

reason—because he can’t. Having been 

started wrong, things must continue 

wrong to the end of the chapter. 

Sending Colonel Herbert Bruce over 

io report on the Canadian medical sit- 

uation in England was perhaps the best 

thing Sir Sam Hughes did. At the 

time Re did it surprise was expressed 

that he should have taken any such 

course. Why did he do it? To head 

off possible disclosures of the Auditor 

General, who made a trip to England 

just about that time? Or to embarrass 

the Borden government, whose midst, 

as be could feel in his bones, he was 

very soon to leave? To dispassionate 

observers Col. Bruce's mission to tell 

the truth and shame the devil looked 

like the dawn of hope. The real condi- 

tion eof ‘Canadian military affairs in 

England had not been allowed to leak 

out. Consequently Col. Bruce's errand 

to lift the lid from part of it took shape 

as a nine day’s wonder. The only ex- 

planation seemed to be that Sir Sam 

moved in a mysterious way and that, 

having made up his niind that he was, 

going to quit, he calculated on leaving 

his colleagues something to think 

about. 

controversy 

ing. 

disorder at 

Keep Them Guessing. 

In other words, Sir Sam reckoned 

that the Bruce report would keep them 

guessing. He knew pretty well, of 
course,’ what the Bruce report would 

be, because he knew that Colonel Bruce 

as a truthful man and a great sur- 

geon, would take no chances with his 

reputation by handing out a pail of 

whitewash. Doubtless Sir Sam knew 

alse just how rotten things were and 

how rotten Colonel Bruce would find 

them. 

‘Colonel Bruce brought in the report 

that was expected. It may be said of 

Ceolenel Bruce's report that the half of 

{that 

‘british than he is Canadian. 

it didn’t get into the newspapers? It 

was submitted to.the editors in confi- 

dence and only certain parts of it were 

released for publication. The 

it has never been told. The 

were made public were suifl 

ently grave. They were to the 

that the hospital organization was: had, 

that it needed renovating from top to 

bottom, and that the medical service 

was cumbered with alcoholics and dope 

fiends. The report also favored the 

segregation of Canadian wounded in 

Canadina hospitals. This last, perhaps, 

was the sorest point of all. 

worst of 

charg 

effect 

The answer to «Col. Bruce's charges 

and recommendations is the Baptie re- 

port, which was brought in by a hand- 

picked commission selected by Sir Geo. 

Perley. The Baptie report does not 

deny Col. Bruce's statement that there 

were alcoholics and dope fiends in! 

charge of the lives of wounded Cana- 

dian soldiers, but it objects that Col. 

Bruce should have added that the Ar- 

my Medical Corps was no worse in this 

respect than certain other branches of 

the service and also that credit should 

have been given to the efficient mem- 

bers of the staff. Which is to say that 

Colonel Bruce's job should have been 

to pick out the good spots and pass 

over the bad ones, and bandy compli- 

ments instead of stating the facts. 

This is the typical Sir George Perley 

attitude—that all is right as right can 

be and that no disturbing changes shall 

be made. 
A Whitewashing Job. 

This fine job of whitewashing is the 

first specimen of the new overseas 

Minister of Militia’s traditional Borden 

policy of letting well edough alone, 

with the prospect that it wiil speedily 

get worse. 

The talk is too that Sir George Per- 

ley, who hasn’t much color of his own, | 

has taken color from his environment | 

and is at this moment a good deal more 

This, 

however, is only reasonable in a natur- 

alized Canadian who was born in “he! 

United States. 

The Baptie report also intimates that 

Colonel Herbert Bruce knows little or! 

nothing about hospital organization. In 

view of the fact that Colonel Bruce has 

been connected with the Toronto Gen- 

eral Hospital for twenty-five years and 

| is now the manager and president of 

the largest private hospital in Canada, 

i- | the Baptie statement is laughable. Th 

head of the Japtie commission, by the 

way, has not attended a patient in 25 

years. On the other hand, Col. Bruce 

has probably mot missed a day in the 

same period when he did not perform 

a major operation on some patient or 

other. Col. Bruce's qualincations in 

regard to knowledge and experience 

are unexceptional. His standing as a 

surgeon with one of the most lucrative 

practices in Canada and nothing to 

consider but his reputation for correct 

diagnosies, makes it morally certain 

that Colonel Bruce had no object but 

the truth in view when he made his re- 

port. 

The Baptie report does not attempt 

to contravene Colonel Bruce's state- 

ment that the Canadian hospitals in 

England are better hospitals than the 

English ones. Its only answer to this 

is that the service in Canadian hospi- 

tals costs twice as much per day per 

patient as it does in the English hospi- 

tals. Friends of the wounded soldiers 

will ask what kind of answer is this? 

Why shouldn't the cost be twice as 

much when the service is probably four 

times as good? Besides, nothing is too 

good for our wounded heroes. Our 

| gratitude doesn’t stick at a matter of 

three shillings a day. 

Colonel Bruce reported that Cana- 

dian soldiers should be segregated in 

Canadian hospitals for three good rea- 

sons: because they were among their 

| own friends, because they had doctors 

| thes ¢ who understood them, and be- 

{cause they did better and convalesced 

more rapidly in the homelike Canadian 

[A UmORDRELS, This segregation idea 

j was no doubt the cause of Colonel 

Bruce's s getting himself disliked by the 

{ Tory politicians in England, who are 

opposed to segregation because it de- 

priv es them of the chance to make con- 

| verts of the Canadian soldeirs when 

they are in a weak state of mind and 

th UARURUFE AND 
BEAUTIFY YOUR HAIR 

Nise Stops Falling Out and Gets Thick, 

Wavy, Strong and Beautiful. 

Your hair beeomes light, wavy, fluffy, 

abundant, and appears as soft, lustrous 

GIRLY! i ml It 

and beautiful as a young girl's’ after a 

wandering hair. cleanse.” | Just try 

fit -moi: ‘on a cloth with a little Dan- 

derinc an carefully draw it through 

your hi {ing one small strand at a 
time. iF vill cleanse the hair of 

dust, dirt 2... excessive oil and in just 

a few ro.uents you have doubled the 

beauty of your hair. 

Besides beautifying the hair at once, 
Danderine dissolves every particle of 

dandruff; cleanses, purifies and invig- 
orates the scalp, forever stopping itch- 

ing and falling hair. 

But what will ple 

be after a few week 'use when you 

will actually see new" hair—fine and 
downy at first—yes—but really new 

hair growing all over the scalp. If you 

care for pretty, soft hair and lots of 

it, surely get a 25-cent bottle of Knowl- 

ton”s Danderine from any druggist or 

toilet counter, and —_ ry it. 

» you most will 

body and send us back Round Table 

Imperialists instead of the good Cana- 

dians we sent over. This is not a 

square deal. We love the British Em- 

pire enough to fight and die for it, but 

we love Canada too, and would like to 

have a few Canadians left after this 

cruel war is over. 

The Truth Not Wanted. 

The fate of ‘Colonel Bruce's report, 

together with the fact that his office 

of Inspector General has been abolish- 

ed, shows how Sir George Perley, the 

Overseas Minister of Militia, 

pared to handle any good 

who comes over there 

telling the truth, the whole truth and 

nothing but the truth. The whole 

truth Great heavens, not even half 

truths are allowed. It isn’t done, you 

know. If it were, there would be some 

startling revelations as tothe number 

of supernumerary colonels and other 

officers now loafing around England or 

making occasional 

is pre- 

Canadian 

with the idea of 

excursions te the 

front, where they have nothing to do. 

Rumor had it that these colonels 

were to be given the option of becom- 

(Continued on page three.) 
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TRAPPERS. Get 
SHIP YOUR FURS DIRECT to **SHUBER' 
house in the World dealing exclusively in NORTH 
a reliable—responsible—safe Fur Hi 

cessful record of sending Fur S 
AND PROFITABLE returns, Write fof 
theonlyreliable, accurate market report 

‘Write for: HeNOW it's 

MoreMoney” 
for Foxes, Mink, Raccoon, Muskrat, White Weasel, 
S| and other Fur Bearers collected in your section ERT te large 

ouse with an an uatiemmahed revs 
utation existing for “‘more than a third of a century,” 

ATIS FACTORY. 
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and ad published,” 
FREE 2 
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WE STILL HOLD THE DAY 

You can save yourself from 35 to 50 per cent on the dollar by 

having your old silver and gold Replated and Repaired by 

GUILES GRONDINES, Gold and Silver Smith, St. John. 

See our Local Agent and get Prices and see our Samples, at 

57 Westmorland St. Corner Queen 

S. TITUS Mgr. 
Store open afternoons and evenings. 

IMPERIAL 
FACE CREAM 

A Superior Vanishing Skin Cream, for whitening and softening the 

and preventing and healing chapped hands and face. 

skit 

PRICE 25 CENTS. 

6572 QUEEN STREET. 

The Quality 
Drug Stor: 
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Wholesale Dry Goods and Woollens 

Golden Grove 
YARNS 

WE CONTROL THE SALE of this 

justly celebrated Yarn, which has 

given such satisfaction to all thuse 

who are knitting socks for our soldiers. 

We have stock of LIGHT GREY, 2- 

ply, for socks, and WHITE, 3-ply, for 

fishermen's mitts. 

Spun only from PURE wooL and 

ALL WOOL. 

ORDER NOW while you think of it. 

Vassie & Company, Ltd. 
WHOLESALE DRY GOODS and VWOCLLENS 

ST. JOHN, N. B. 

—
_
—
—
 
—
 

Our Motto: Promptness, Accuracy, Courtesy, Care. 

SUITS - 

‘WALKER BROS. 
QUEEN STREET, WEST END. 

00 

$20.00 to $35.00 

— 

“BEST FOR BREAD’ 
A Good Resolution for the New Year--- 

To Make Your Bread 

With 

MOTHERS F AVORIFE 
FLOUI 

Sold Wholesale by 

MERCHANT 
TAILOR 

We have on hand a full range of Winter Overcoatings and 

Suitings in all the latest patterns. 

in tailoring we are in a position to guarantee entire satisfaction 

m $18.00 to $33 

QVERCOATS - - “ 

With 25 years’ experience 


