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Now Reported to be in Progress.

All the familiar signs which herald a great offensive are reported from the British front
in France, and everything points to the near approach of a resumption of fighting on a great
The thunder of the British guns increases day by day in volume

scale on the western front.

Aliies Are Preparing For a
Big Offensive in the West

Al Signs Paint to the Early Revalution of Fighting on a
Greater Scale Than Ever---Tremendous Artillery Duel

while trench raids and other feintings for position multiply in number.

The most interesting feature in the meagre official reports is the repeated announce-
sment of a tremendous artillery duel in progress around the little Belgan village of Wyts=
From this point as far south as the famous Vimy
Ridge, 30 miles away, the guns are roaring day and night, apparently indicating that General‘

chaete, about five miles south of Ypres.

Haig has chosen this sector for the next big blow. In this co

nnection it is recalled that Gen.

Maurice, director general of military operations, predicted some weeks ago that the next
British offensive would be on a vaster scale than any which preceded it.

Woytschaete marks the head of a short salient held by

“This salient is roughly three miles deep, and averages about the same extent in width.

the Germans south of Ypres.
Its

great importance lies in the fact that it is the only high land between the British and Lille.
‘Once in the possession of the British their guns would command the broad plain between the

plateau and Lille, a distance of about ten miles.

PARIS, June 5.—The positions captured by the Germans northwest of Froidmontfair,
-on the Aisne front, were retaken yesterday by the French, the War Office announces. Vio=

fent artillery fighting occurred in the Champagne district.

FRENCH CHAMBER DECLARES THAT PEACE MUST
INCLUDE LIBERATION OF OCCUPIED TERRITORY

PARIS, June 5.—By a vote of 453 to 355 the'Chamber of
Deputies, in secret session, has adopted a reso}utipn declaring
that peace must include the liberation of territories occupled
by Germany, the return of Alsace-Lorraine to France, and just

‘reparation for damage done in the invaded regions. The reso-

Tution, which was accepted by the government, also favors the
creation of a league of nations for the maintenance of peace.
The secret session which adjourned from Saturday continued
all vesterday afternoon and evening until midnight.

“President Poincare has signed a decree creating a Polish

SAD DROWNING
5 ACCIDENT

Helen K. McGinnis, the Young
Daughter of James McGin=
ns, Drowned at the
Hermitage.

Helen Kathleen McGinnis, daughter
of Mr. James McGinnis, lost her life
by drowning at the Hermitage yester-
day afternoon. The sad fatality marred
the holiday, which otherwise passed
off well. A party of the pupils of
Grade VIII. of ‘the Regent ‘Street
School were holding a private picnic
on the Hermitage grounds. Helen Mc-
Ginnis complained of illness and lay
down for a while. Later she was miss-
ed. A search was begun and her hat
Garden’s Creek which runs through
and coat were found near the bank ot
the grounds. It was then surmised
| that she had been drowned. An alarm
was raised and a search of the creek
began. This resulted in the bod¥ be-
ing found in the water. The
stances of the drowning will never pne
known but
was s

circum

it is thought that the girl
ized with a sudden fit of faint-
and fell into the water. Where
the body was found the water was not
very deep.

The deceased was a native of Que-
and eleven months. The father, six
brothers and three sisters survive. The
brothers are Joseph in France, John in
Halifax, Leo, Gregory, Frederick and
Gerald, at home. The sisters are Liz-
zie, Greta and Mary, at home.

The funeral will take place tomor-
row morning, leaving the house at 8.45.
High mass will be celebrated at St.
Dunstan’s church by Rev. Father Car:
ney. Interment will be made at the
Hermitage.

{ ness

army. The Poles now serving in the French army will form
the nuecleus of the new .force and all' other available- Poles will |

|

be inviled to enlist for the duration of the wal '
o Al el - rmm AAVEDRRIBENT AHTLIMN RING
RUSSIAN PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT WITHFHOLDING
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PETROGRAD, via London,
that the publication here of the rejoinder of the United :‘i(vl;l‘s;
government to Russia’s not respecting the aims of the United |
States in the war, is being deferred pending the receipt of sim-|
ilar replies from Great Britain, France and Italy. :

A despatch from Petrograd on May 3 said the Russian pro-
visional government had sent to the Russian represenfatives in
the entente allied countries a notﬁassuring the Allies that the
change in the government of Russia cgul'd not afford a pretext
for any slackening on the part of Russia in the common slrug-
ole for all the Entente Allies. The note said the government
ﬁeemed it to be its right and duty to declare that free Russia
did not aim at the domination of other nations, at depriving

June 5.- 1as been learned |

territory, but that its object is to establish a durable peace on
ithe basis of the rights of natlions to decide their own destiny.

FRENCH LOST TWIN BEDS CLOSED
TEN VESSELS SEASON'S RUN

Paris, June 3.—On twenty-eight oc- “Twin Beds” closed a successful
«asions last month French merchant- engagement on Saturday night. The
‘men came in contact with submarines.|play was a laugh from start to finish.
Six vessels escaped from torpedoes Lois‘Bolto‘n' as_Blancho Ila\\"kins, the
' oK A _ | babyish wife of Harry Hawkins, play-
and twelve from gunfire. Eight t.m' ed her part to perfection. Antoinette
peda attacks and two attacks with|Rochets gave a splendid performance
guns resulted in the sinking of ves-|of Signora Monti and she had some of
sels. Twelve engagements occurred

the brightest lines in the play. One
A wheeze that provoked a great deal of
in May between French torpedo boats I 0 €
and submarines.

laughter was when she said her hus-
band came home every night so loaded
with Scotch that when he spoke he
made a noise like a bagpipe. Louis
Alberni as Signor Monti was by far the

PERSONAL.

Miss Jennie Campbell left yesterday
on a visit to Halifax.

Miss Freda Wren of Montreal, is in
#he city visiting her brother, Sergt.
Wren of the 236th,

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Scovil.and Miss
Helen Scovil of St. Stephen are in the

best of the men’s characters. His un-
dressing in the second act was a

scream, and it was done without being
in the least vulgar. The rest of the
cast gave efficient support. The scen-
ery belonged to the company, and the
bedroom scene placed for the second
and third acts was very pretty. The
moral of the play is “Beware of Twin

ity Beds.” From Fredericton the company
‘Miss W. P. Smith of St. John, is in|Went to New York where it will dis-
#he city. band.
Miss Huest of Sussex, is here for| ——
a few days.
Mrs. Herbert Wood of Moncton, is Mrs. Vincent and Miss Joy Gaynor

wigiting the Governor and Mrs. Wood ..
Mrs. Richardson is entertaining this| i

Newcastle,

are spending a few days

prop 10« 0
it Ottax 1 hed ] 1 )
and comir nd ng but i
in i the scl =t
1 ! 1
time today.: So long a n I
feel that they have reason to hope in the outcome.
In the lobbies this morning opinions are just as divided as ever, though

both

in the taxing of physical comfort and

Ottawa, June 4. — Further confer-
ences of the party leaders today, and
further efforts of the pro-coalition lead-
ers on both sides to evolve some prac-
tical basis of agreement for a coalition
which might insure some prospect of
stability, permanency and unity of ef-
fort from both sides of the house, did
not make any apparent headway to-
day.

Sir Robert Borden, when he left the
parliament buildings for home tonight.

said there was still “nothing to aRi-
nounce.” In the commons this after-
noon, when Dr. Clark of Red Deer,

asked for some light for the people of
Canada as fo when and how the pres-
ent “deadlock” was to be solved, Sir
Robert Borden gave the same reply.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier is equally non-
committal. He called at the prime
minister’s office this morning ana the
two had a half-hour conference, can-
vassing the situation. What was said,
and what were the lines of agreement
or disagreement, no one knows.

No Change in Last Day.

From all that can be gathered, the
coalition proposal made no progress in
the past twenty-four hours. The nego-
tiations are nof yet off, nor are they
likely to be off for a little while yet.
There will be further conferences, and
probably concrete proposals and
counter-proposals will then be put into
writing and exchanged between the
two leaders. Posibly party caucuses
may then be held, to finally determine
the action to be taken.

Meanwhile there are corridor cau-
cuses of members on both sides. Small
groups, usually along party lines, have
gathered all day and exchanged views.

afternoon at a tea. ieneral H. H. McLean of St
- Mrs. Godfrey her daught Vi s in the city yesterday for th
Grota Godfrey here vi ‘at ports, and returned last ¢

i 4 ) Bt John

While members freely admit that they
think the public outside are for the
most part in favor at least o 1 hones
trial of coalition, the majori of th
private members seem to be still hold
|in “,l‘y“ r political idols and throy
{ing: coin : LRPHPEQ
{who a triving for eoalition
é I his d

ANOTHER CONFERENCE TO
BE HELD AT OTTAWA TODAY

Coalition Scheme is Still in Status Quo but Its Advo-
cates Are Hopeful-.Bot
perse Ought to be Terminated.

sides agree that the present suspense ought to be terminated with the

briefest delay if parliament is not to sit all summer, with all that that means

h Sides Think That Sus-

endurance.

among their supporters, and this re-
fusal to sink entirely all political con-
siderations and the fear that a coali-
tion government, if formed, might, un-
der all the circumstances be short liv-
ed and not . in real *command of the
house, that is making any agreement
increasingly difficult for the leaders.
Conservative members say: “Borden
must be prevented from delivering the
party overto Laurier and the Grits.”
Liberal members say: *“Why at this
late date, tie up Laurier and our party
to a moribund government, with all its
Tory affiliations and interests to
please, with a partisan majority in the
commons and senate, with a parlia-
ment which has outlived its constitu-
tional term, and with an appeal to the
people to be faced sooner or later as
the only real means of clearing the
atmosphere and getting a fresh start.”

LATE ROBERT C. ANDERSON.

Nonogenarian Passed ‘Away Sunday—
Furieral Today—Native of Qu

Well Known as Hunte: Fishe
man,
The funeral of the lat

derson toeok pla this af

his late residenc Wi

and was very largely attend
ice was conducted at the hor
mains then being taken to § Pet

church, Springhill, where service was

conducted by the rector, Rev. W. J.
Wilkinson. Interment was made in
St. Peter’s churchyard.

Mr. Anderson who had been ill a

short time, pas

sed away at 10.30 Sun-
day morning. He was in his ninety-
ninth year. Surviving relatives are
{two daughters, five sons, twenty-five
grandchildren and three great grand-
children. The daughters are Mrs.
George C. MacLauchlan of Boston, and

| A ZEPPELIN

GIVES AN ESTIMATE
OF THE PRESENT
CONDITIONS IN RUSSIA

London Times Correspondent Says That
Revolutionary Forces Now Languish-
ing---An American Army in France
Would Have Good Influence on Russia,

LONDON, June 5.—A correspondent of the Times who has
Leen some weeks in Russia studying the situnation, tel
an estimate of conditions which.
with great reserve. '

egraphs
however, he says he gives
Some of his statements follow:

“I have an impression thal all the revolutionary forces are
meoin,n\.* languishing. Even the extremist followers of Len-
ine show liltle energy. This perhaps may be explained by the
u};snlule decadence of Czarism, which was so rotten that it
simply fell by itself, without the possibility of resistance.

“It is remarkable how order has been preserved in Petro-
grad, although the police have been removed and replaced by
the Militia. In some cases expropriation occurred, but there
was no strong anarchistic movements as there was after the
revolution of 1905, this partly because Czarism is not there to
foster anarchy as a means of provocation, and partly because
the war operates as a strong check on the mind of the people.

“Since Czarism neither taught nor encouraged the people
to work, the administration and organization of the new gov-
ernment cannot be very efficient. The coalition is not any or-

ganization of strong political individuality, but rather the or-
ganization of parties.

A Lack of Unity Noticeable.

There is noticeable a lack of unity. One minister speaks
against other ministers, and in various departments, even mili-
tary departments, new men who are thorough pacifists are ap-
pointed. *I have been from the first convinced that the strat-
egical situation of the Allies demands the strengthening of
France. If Joffre and Petain have asked for American soldiers
they have rightly gauged the real situation. An American army
in France is necessary for the energetic prosecution of the war
on the western, Italian and Saloniki fronts, and a firm deter-
mination not to accept a premature peace will influence the
Russian army and people and induce them to follow.

Not Hampering the Return of Exiles.

refurn

countries, if they have

obtained pe

mission

!
re

tuarn

from the Russian authorities.

in every way possible.

BERMAN NAVAL BASE
BOMBARDED BY BRITISH

Light Cruisers and Destroyers Shell Enemy Bases
At Ostend With Good Resuls—=One German
Destroyer Was Sunk.

LONDON, June 5—The German naval base at Osten‘; on the Belgian
Coast, has been bombarded by British parships, the Admiralty annunces. The
British forces were undamaged. The text of the Admiralty announcement
reads: “The Vice-Adimiral at Dover reports that the enemy naval base and
workshops at Ostend were heavily bombarded in the early hours this morn-
ing. A large number of rounds were fired with good results. The enemy
shore batteries returned our fire, but our bombarding force suffered no dam-
age. Commodore Lyrrwhitte also reports that early this morning a force

but will facilitate their

| of light cruisers and destroyers under his command sighted six German des-

troyers and engaged them at long range in a running fight.

destroyers,

One of the enemy
the S-20, was sunk by our gunfire, and others severely damaged.
survivors from the S-20 have been picked up and made prisoners.
There were no casualties on our side,”

Seven

AERIAL ATTACKS
BY THE BRITISH

London, June 5.—The :1t(>1'i:x1 attacks
on German establishments in Belgium
are being continued vigorously by the
British.

VISITS SWEDEN

Cepenhagen, June 2, via London —-
A Zeppelin appeared over Swedish ter-
ritory on Friday morning near Malgc
and driven the fire

torpedo The " ai

ol

1§4)

was away by Further operations were re-
Swedish

h

boats.

ported officially today as follows:

Mrs. O. K. Storey of Washburn, Me.
The sons are James of Boston, Charles
of Ashland, Me., Franklin of Cabano, )
]()nr-., William of Everett, Wash., and (
I t A, at home,

d was a native of

also approached the Danish frontie Naval airplanes on Sunday night
south of Copenhagen, Troops gaard:|attacked the airdrome at St Denis
mg the coast fired a number of warn-| w rn near Ghent. Many bombs
ing vollies after which the Zeppeiin | were dropped with good results. The
lisapp in ¢ 1 ly direc enemy’s seaplane base at Zeebrugge
ked i anes at the
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