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Government Looking Carefully After the

- Interests of the Workingmen---Amend-
ments for the Compensation Act=--Mr.!

Baxter Got Huffed Because His Suggest-

ions Are Not All A
-

"I"he Legislature resumed at 8.30 last
evening after the week end adjourn-
ment and passed a number of bills.
The sitiing was enlivened by several
Wireezy passages between the attorney
predecessor, the latter

he would wi

raw

G n ih 1
tance made to Hon. ) ; ’ e ‘ 4
S ) made in the report of the ( Lr. ¢ I
he b g ) d \ ) '
on the'Wo D .
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yday eveni ent | sation Act. Another change it w 1d1y his p: \
s Ly otts in the | Proposed to make was that in case
ttee with I Potts in the |l £ ‘ I ; d ve employ
= e the indemnity was not naid ¢ ;
qhair, and agreed to the bills to am-|the indemnity was not paid y h y think diff
=nd the Act relating to the Richibucto | applications could be made to a judge ; litic ally from the Government a chance
=311 p: relating e ; 1 Lhe |
e : 3 LA g aadsd Farmite | to get a notification also.
T ion  Hisclnlo “Kight; Mbizict [Tor an eAOUMOI.L : ; l Hon. Mr. Byrne was always glad to
‘amd also the bill to enable the Town| Hon. Mr. Robinson said he felt that |receive suggestions from hon. gentle-

@f St. Andrews to provide a water sSys-
€emy for the said town. The latter,
wila certain amendments. They also
Bad under consideration the bill to
«<oafirm the agreement between 'the
“Town of Edmundston and Fraser Lim-
afed, and progress was reported.

The House again went into commit-
e with Mr. Magee in the chair, and
ok up the bill to amend the Schools |
-Aef, relating to St. John.

Workmen’s Compensation.

The bill respecting compensation’ by
«mployers for injuries to workmen
&S next taken up.

Hon. Mr. Byrne said that under the
@ld Act compensation to be paid a
workman in the case of accidental

ccepted by the Gowt.

death was fixed at $2,000.
act fixed the amount at $2,500.

increase the maximum weekly indem

it be less than six dollars. The

endments were in

there was a desire on the pagt of the
House to co-operate with the work-
ing man and see to ¥ that he had

adequate protection. While the pro-
posed amendments to the Act met with
the views of the Trades and Labor
Council for the present, something
better would be looked for in the fu-
ture. The branch of the organization
in Moncton felt that legislation along
the lines of the Nova Scotia Work-
men’s Compensation Act would be
much more suitable for this province.
He regretted that there had not been
sufficient time to bring down a more
complete act this session. It was im-
portant that changes should be made
from time to time and the act made to
conform with the most advanced la-
bor legislation.

Mr. Baxter said he concurred in the
remarks made by the hon. member
from Moncton. He felt that matters
of this kind should be dealt with alto-

The new
It was
proposed also by the amended act to

nity to $16 and provide that in no case

ams-
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with the matter |
Vir. L.eBlanc wanted to know \\'l'_\z'
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quickly had the act not hee:
Hon. Mr, Foster said the

the commission had been prepared af-
ter a very great amount of work on
the part of its members, to whom he
thought great credit was due. He}
proposed to have the report printed (
as soon as possible for general circu-
lation. The commission would have a
good deal to do in the future, and it
would be necessary for the province to
spend some more money. The Com-
pensation Acts in force in other pro-
vinces varied and it remained to be
seen if they would work out as the
promoters of them anticipated. He
thought all would agree with the ob-
ject of the bill.

Mr. Baxter expressed the view that
considerable benefit would arise if the
lawyers in the House got together pri-
l\'mely and discussed ‘the bill. K it
went through as drawn it would con-
flict in many cases with the present
QG

Hon. Mr. Byrne said that the section
referred to by his hon. friend from
Restogouche (LeBlanc) was recom-
mended by the commission. The other
sections of the bill were identical with
the sections in the present aot excent
the amounts of compensation to be
awarded was changed. He therefore
mo\'e(i that bill be reported as
agreed to.

Mr. Baxter said with regard to the
bill under consideration as with every
other bill that had come before the
House, he had honestly and with the
best possible intentions done all he
could to give what practical assistance
hie: was able to the consideration of
the legislation brought down.

The bill was then agreed to.

Compensation Commission.

The bill to facilitate the work of the
commission to inquire into the work-
ing of the Ontario and Nova Scotla
Workmen’s Compensation Acts was
then taken up.

Mr. Baxter moved that instead of
the Provincial Secretary being requir-
ed to advertise to employers that they
had to furnish him with a copy of the
pay roll in the Royal Gazette and such
other newspapers as he may wish, that
he advertise in all of the daily papers
in the province.

Hon. Mr. Byrne said that the powers
given the Provincial Secretary were
very wide and the House must give
him credit for being a reasonable man

who would advertise where he thought
most desirable ,but to insist that he
should advertise in every daily paper
vas absurd and he could not believe
that his hon wl

.. iriend was ncere when

men opposite and at times he had re-
ceivca some very valuable suggestions
that way, but at the same time sugges-

floor that were not intended to assist
at all, nor to help the consideration of
the bill under discussion, they were
made with the express purpose of
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publish it in any daily papaer La

thought fit, went far enough ~hut
hon. friend from Moncton had w
that the power be made made €I
sory,
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The hon. member for St. . >hn
had differed with the ex-attorney gen-

eral on this same point so the « ffer-
ence of op‘niomr on one side gf the
House was as great as on the other.
He regretted that the ex-attorn-+ gen.-

eral had got w:rmad up aad fc ind it

necessary to te'l the House of his
broadness in cfering 0 ass' .t the
Government putting 'h 'ough legisla-
tion. It was :.ue he ha. ade uch an

offer, but he must not forget that dif-
ferences of opinion exist and that his
suggestions might not always be ac-
cepted. When this happens he should
not rise with a feeling of preponder-
ance and get cross over it. While he
(Byrne) agreed with the hon. member
from St. John that the section was suf-
ficiently broad to meet the case he had
no objection if hon. members thought
the expense of having the notice pub-
lished in all the daily papers of the
province was not too great to making
the change.

The bill was agreeed to as amendey
Permanent Bridges.

The House them went into consider-
ation of the bill to make further pro-
vision for permanent bridges and oth-
er works of a permanent character.

Hon. Mr. Veniot explained that $1561 -
164.31 had been expended on perma-
nent works d provided for under
temporary 102%1 and the Provincial
Engineer estimated that $370,423|
would be required to complete perma-
nent bridges now under contract. It
was proposed to consiruct during the
year other bridges at an estimated
cost of $224,000. The bill therefore
proposed that the sum of $7000,000 be
borrowed on the credit of the province
for the purposes set forth,

Mr. Murray (Kings) wanted to know
if there was any likelihood of the ex-
penditure going beyond the $700,000
this year.

Hon. Mr. Veniot said it would pay
for all the work to be carried on up to;
the close of the next fiscal year.

Mr. Smith (Carleton) wanted
the site had been agreed upo:
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blocking the progress of the bill.

Mr. Baxter—"Do you say that I have
made suggestions intended to block
any bill?”’ .

Hon. Mr. Byrne said that there had
been at times lots of such suggestions.

Several opposition members—*“Name
them, name one.”

Mr. Murray (Kings) said that the
statement made by the hon. attorney
general was a very serious one as it
imputed dishonesty to the members of
the opposition. He took the strong-
est possible objection to that state-
ment which was a most unjustifiable
one.

Mr. Baxter said that on the {irst day
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