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The Job Gave 

~ CANADIAN EYE WITNESS 
Him Status Which Helved 

Along His Social Aspirations inthe Old 

Country---Had a Strong Pull With Sir 

Sam Hughes, Soon Got Rid of His New 

Brunswick Twang 

England---Not a Typical Canadian by 

Any Means. 
\ 

(By H. F. Gadsby.) 

Ottawa, Jan. 6.—Spite of peerages 

and such, Sir Max Aitken retains his 

official position as Canadian Eye Wit- 

ness, supposedly at the front, but re- 

ally tending his own fences in dear old 

Lunnon. It is about time Sir Max 

dropped the pretence and let a real 

newspaper man have the job. Sir Max 

as eye witness is a joke, and the joke 

ig on Uanada. : 
Many people ask why Sir Max was 

appointed. What qualifications had 

he? The answer is that Sir Max got 

the job because he wanted to be a 

safety-first colonel and have a sort of 

official status in the war that would 

After His Arrival in 

help him in his social aspirations in 

England. Sir Max guessed right when 

he figured that being Canadian eye 

witness would help him a lot with the 

folks at Westminster. The immediate 

result is a peerage. Sir Max becomes 

Lord Brunswick, thereby conferring, cs 

no doubt he will imagine, distinction 
both on his native province and on a 

very gallant gentleman who died at 

Waterloo. There is nothing small about 

Max when it comes to choosing a name 

to grace his new title. 

A Canadian Career. 

Another of Sir Max's qualifications 

He 
was among the first persons in Can- 

is that he had a Canadian career. 

But over in England they saw Max 

and his bundle quite distinctly—partic- 

ularly his bundle. Max looked good 

to the Tory party, which makes a point 

of capturing money bees as they ar- 

rive from the colonies, and promoting 

them to their proper station in life. 

It was sure as shooting that Max 

wouldn’t ‘get away from them with a 

load of kale like that ,and he didn’t. 
On the contrary, the Tory party took 

him to its bosom, allowed him to buy 

a pocket borough nomination by con- 

tributing five thousand pounds to the 

campaign fund, andeelected him mem- 
ber of Parliament, 

After that it was up to ‘Max. As 

goon as he could get rid of his New 

Brunswick twang, taking on the broad 

A instead and becoming an English 

country gentleman, he was permitted 

to restore the village ‘chimes ‘which 
had been cracked ever since Queen 

Anne died, endowing a new wing to 

the almshouse, giving a silver cut as a 

prize at the county fair, and do sev- 

eral other things which fine old Eng- 

lish country gentlemen, fresh from 

the colonies and with plenty of money, 

are expected to do. 

Had Three Valets. 

Thus did Max fit into his place as 

squire, and when he went up to town 

he did the swaggering there, too. He 

had three valets, one to lace his shoes, 

one to dress and shave him, and one 

to tie his cravat Max made his money 

splash so well that it was not long be- 

fore he was a knight. Presently he 

blossomed out as a baronet, and now 
he is a baron, no less. 

His rise has always been a great 

puzzle to the people who knew him 

over here. They certainly do mistake 

strange things for typical Canadians 

over in England. Max is about as typi- 

cal of Canada as the sunflower is of 

bashiuluess. 

A Friend of Bennett's. 

Besides being a Canadian whose col- 

ors had run in the wash, Sir Max had 

other qualifications for the post of Can- 

adian eye witness. Fof example, he 

was a friend of R. B. Bennett's, who is 
his partner in an elevator combine 

which operates in the prairie provin- 

ces. Naturally R. B. kept plugging for 
Max just as Max kept plugging for R. 
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TO DEVELOP TRADE WITH RUSSIA 

Vancouver Harbor. 

RADE of Canada and the United 
T States with Russia—through 

the Russian port of Vladivos- 
tok—is growing rapidly, and present 
prospects indicate that it will in the 
future assume huge proportions, 
Most of the Canadian and a good deal 
of the United States trade is con- 
ducted through Vancouver harbor, 
Which though naturally a splendid 
one, is being improved to meet the 
accumulating requirements of the 
Pacific commerce. Already many 
millions of dollars have been spent 
by the Canadian Pacific Railway Com- 
pany for the equipment of this great 
Pacific port, and now the great trans- 
Dortation concern is about to make 
an outlay of $1,500,000 in improving 
its wharves. Further development 
plans are in view, and the company 
is in the happy position of being able 
to deal with import and export traffic 
independent of any other concern. 
As a consequence of the building up 
of its interests in Vancouver, and in 
View of the fact that the company 
has a very large fleet of trading ves- 
sels on the Pacific, it is in a situation 
to deal with the new trade develop- 
ments of the Dominion with Russia, 
and at the same time continue to 
handle the gigantic Oriental {rade 
with its customary promptitude. 
United States business men are at 

Present sending agents to explore the 
+ commercial circles of Russia, with a 
view to securing a market for Ameri- 
can goods, and also for the purpose 
of purchasing some of the products 
which Russia can export, and which 
Are Very necessary on this continent, 
Keen observers in the United States 
seize on the present as an opportune 
time for extended trade with Russia 
via Vladivostok, 

It is with a view towards the 
greater development of trade with 
Russia that the Canadian Pacific 
Railway appointed Mr, A. R. Owen as 
their general 
Mr, Owen will look after the, great 
volume of trafic that the Ca Fo Ris 
handling to and from Russia, and he 
will also look into 
of increasing trade het ween Russia, 
Canada and (he United States, Mr 

Bird’s eyeview of 

Owen, having spent a number of 
years in the Bast, is familiar with 
the conditions there, and he has a 
wide knowledge of commercial affairs 
on this continent. He spent the first 
five years of his business career in 
various departments of the company 
in America, and he is in close touch 
with the leading manufacturers and 
merchants in the larger centres of 
Russia, and will be glad to look after 
the interests of any Canadian export- 
ers desiring to place samples with 
the Russian firms of importers. 
United States concerns are very 

much alive te the growth of the trade 
with Russia via Vladivostok, fand 
Canada might secure ag good ‘a busi- 
ness via this port for an exchange of 
products as this country has already 
secured with Australia and New Zea 
land. Russia is a country which 
needs much development, as well as 

agent at Vladivostok. | 

the possibilities | 
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Vladivostok—Russia’s great Pacific port. 

quantities of eggs are rendered use. 
less for commercial purposes in Rus- 
sia because there are few refriger- 
ators there. In the matter ‘of meat 
preservation a similar difficulty 
exists, This shows that there is a 
big market for refrigerators in Rus. 
sia just now. Reports indicate that 
there is also a big demand in that 
country for electric plants, and for 
rubber footwear. The Russians are 
preparing for the rush back to busi- 
ness after the war, and need tools 
for their factories, new rails for their 
extended railroads, and new labor 
saving devices that have already been 
used advantageously on the Amer! 
can continent. 

The war brought about an increas 
ed number of vessel callers at Vladi- 
vastok, and many improvements 
have been made in that harbor. 
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ed his name. It is a very thick book 
and right in the thick of it is Sir Sam 
with Sir Max beating the tom-tom. 
There was a movement tc oduce 

this work into the Canad public | 
schools as a text book 

jment had not got very far 

Sam evaporated. 

‘ome foolish person asks if Sir Max 
Lad any literary qualifications. The 

| answer is that he‘had from time to 
ime written a large number of pros- 

| pectuses which always brought home 

ness and the long end of his 

to keep track of 

[ rainbows. 

book about it—at 

body else write the book and 

the bacon, 

they 2 

bowels are clogged with sour waste. 
When listless, pale, feverish, full of 

cold, breath bad, throat sore, doesn’t 
eat, sleep or act naturally, has stom- 
ach-ache, indigestion, diarrhoea, give 
a teaspoonful of ‘California Syrup of 
Figs,” and in a few hours all the foul 
waste, the sour bile and fermenting 
food passes out of the bowels and you 
have a well and playful child again, 
Children love this harmless “fruit lax- 
ative,” and mothers can rest easy after 
giving it, because it never fails to make 
their little “insides” clean and sweet, 
Keep it handy, Mother! A little giv- 

en today saves a sick child tomorrow; 
but get the genuine. Ask your drug- 
gist for a 50-cent bottle of “California 
Syrup of Figs,” which has directions 
for babies, children of all ages and for 
grown-ups plainly on the bottle. Re- 
member, there are counterfeits sold 
here, so surely look and see that yours 
is made by the “California Fig Syrup 
Company.” Hand back with contempt 
any other fig syrup. 

B., with the result that Max became 
eye witness and R. B. became Director 
of National ‘Service, both bomb-proof 
jobs to which great glory was attach- 
ed. Sir Max is, of course, a conscrip- 
tionist, just as Sir Sam is openly, and 
just as R. B. would be if he wasn't 
afraid of civil war. Which reminds us 
that R. B. is as great a dreader, ceteris, 
paribus, of civil war for this country 
as Sir Edward Carson is for Ireland. 
It runs in our memory that R. B. made 
his first mad rush into federal politics 
away back in 1905 on a civil war plat- 
form. He was afraid, so he said, that 
the prairie provinces were about to re- 
bel. He himself had much ado not to 

“To arms!” He restrained him- 
self, however, because fighting makes 
a nasty mess. As R. B. will remem- 
ber, we had then, instead of civil war, 
which he feared, a general election, 
which the Liberals won. That is our 
way in North America—R. B. talks 
civil war and we have an election. | 
In South America it is the other way 
round. 

A White Haired Boy. 
Still another qualification besides be- 

ing R. B. Bennett's friend, Sir Max 
had in being the white-haired boy with" 
Sir Sam. Max was always on the spot 
to witness Sam's arrival in London, 
his racy encounters with Kitchener 
and” Roberts and the other heroes he 
mixed with as familiarly as milk does 
with water, his run-ins with the Brit- 
ish War Office, his heart-to-heart talks | 
with the King and all the other won- | 
derful things ‘Sam does when he visits 
London. Max was the You-and-I wit- 

Sam 

Max afterwards 

least he let some- 

sign 

What Was Wanted. 

Canadians had a curious idea that | 
che Canadian Eye Witness would be a 
Canadian who took an intimate ‘Cana- 
Cian interest in Canadian soldiers and 
would tell Canadians back home what 

wanted to know about their brave 
{ boys, the battles they were in, how 

they fought and died—all the news in =) 
fact, 

newspaper man who knew the boys 
and understood Canadian ways would 
get a series of articles out of it that 

They had the idea that a good 

night be worthy of making afterwards 

(Continned on page three.) 
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- BARGAINS - 
WE ARE USHERING IN THE YEAR 1917 WITH SOME VERY AT- 44 

TRACTIVE BARGAINS. OUR HATS OF FINEST QUALITY FELT WAY 
NOW BE PURCHASED FOR 50c., 75¢. and $1.00. 

ALL TRIMMED MILLINERY GREATLY REDUCED, AND WE ARE 
MAKING SPECIAL CLEARING PRICES ON BABY BONNETS, WINGS, 
ORNAMENTS, Etc. 

MISS MORGAN Queen Street 

IMPERIAL 
FACE CREAM 

A Superior Vanishing Skin Cream, for whitening and softening the skir 
and preventing and healing chapped hands and face. PRICE 25 CENTS. 

C. Fred. Chestnut 
672 QUEEN STREET. 

The Quality 

Drug Stor 

Wholesale Dry Goods and Woollens 

Golden Grove 
YARNS 

WE CONTROL THE SALE of this 
justly celebrated Yarn, which has 

given such satisfaction to all those 
who are knitting socks for our soldiers. 
We have stock of LIGHT GREY, 2 

1 ply, for socks, and WHITE, 3-ply, for 
\ fishermen'’s mitts. 

Spun only from PURE WOOL and 
ALL WOOL. 

ORDER NOW while you think of it. 

Vidasia & Company, Ltd. 
WHOLESALE DRY GOODS and WOOLLENS 

ST. JOHN, N. B. 

Our Motto: Promptness, Accuracy, Courtesy, Care. 
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“% WALKER 

Suitings Tn all the latest patterns. 

in tailoring we are in a position to guarantee 
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QUEEN STREET, WEST END. 
SA ¢ We have on hand a full range of Winter 

With 

Overcoatings and 

years’ experien: 
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SUITS - = © - frem $18.00 to $33.00 

OVERCOATS - - “ $20.00 to $35.00 

When pain is severe and doctors distant, youare fortunate if you have a hotttle of won.. derfully soothing, healing and penctrating 

J NSON'S ANODYNE, 
OHN"LiNiMENT 
(PHYSICIAN'S PRESCRIPTION) 

Over 100 Years of Splendid Success 
INTERNALLY for couch co 1 
cramps, chills, ete 
sprains, strain-, 

MADE 
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“BEST FOR BREAD” 
THERE IS NOTHING SO DISCOURAGING AS 

HAVING YOUR CHRISTMAS BAKING A FAILURE. 

TO MAKE IT A SURE SUCCESS, USE 

MOTHER'S FAVORIT 

FLOUR 
Sold Wholesale by \ 

G. W. HODGE 
< 
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BEST FOR BREAD. 
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