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- with the French, which runs along the Crozat canal from St. Simon to,

= of the famous banking house.
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Notice to Advertisers.

being made in advertisemeants,
copy must reach this office not
later than 9 a.m. on the day of
publication.
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Maritime : North and east
winds, fair today:; some local
Snow or rain at night.
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“WORLD’S GREATEST BATTLE
AY BE FOUGH1 NEAR LA FERE

GOUN. ALEX. HAINING

French Within Range of
St. Quentin and La Fere

Retrzating Germans on the Western Front Are Still Offer-
ing Some Resistance---British Line Has Been Braught
Up on a Level With That of the French.

PARIS, March 22.—The German retreat to the Arras-St. Quentin-La
Fere line is now practically complete since the French are now within ar-
tillery range of St. Quentin and La Fere. The movement has been carried
out by echelons, according to approved principles, one section holding firm/||
while the next fell back. The Allied operations are now concerned with

Long Been Prominent in
Municipal Affairs.

Coun. Alexander Haining, of New
Maryland, one of the best known resi-
cents of York coun:v, died at his hom:
at uine o'clock this morning. He at-
tended the special mecting of the York
County Council here 2 month ago anud
contracted a severe cold whi's returi:
ing to his home. Complications soon
developed, and his illness resulied
fatally. News of his death will be
heard throughout the
great regret.

county with
The deczeased was
a mnative of New
Bl Maryland and was
eighty - four

e s : years

driving in the last of these sections which are still resisting. They are sit-| /[ SEFE " dl da, ),y took
2 SR an active intercst

uated respectively south of Arras, southeast and east of Peronne, east of . in . public - alfairs,

and had represent-
ed his parish con-
tinwously ‘n the
York Muaicipa!
Council since 1900.
For twelve years
past he acted as

Ham and the valley of the Ailette, and north of Soissons.

Just in the middle of the line, east of Peronne and between the plain
of Cambrai to the north and the plain of the Somme to the south, is one of
the few positions of defensive value running to the east of Roisel and Ver-

“mand. The Germans showed signs of intending to cling to this salient, but
it, too, is now gone, the British being close to both Roisel and Vermand.

LY (4
The Late
Alex. Haining.
chairman of the Committee on Public
! Buildings, devoting a great deal of
|his time and attention to the work.

Another strong section which is still holding out occupies a formidable me was a good councillor ana render-

ed valuable service to the county in
that capacity. He was seldom absent
fromw a meeting of the board, and al-

defensive position formed by the forest of Coucy, but from the signs of de-

struction in the rear of the defenders, apparently resistance is only being : e board, an

made to secure the retreat to the principal line at St. Goban. P M s Y SN o
As a result of Wednesday’s operations, the British line is now level|was a strong Conservative.

The late »ir. Haining is survived
y three daughters, Mrs. Brewer, of

Tergnier. At the latter point the French positions are less than two and ai}‘:j}::o:ﬂ::{lll;; sty 3y gk s

half miles from La Fere. Part of the road from Ourscamp to Noyon, which . William Haining, Jives at Char.

was paved with granite blocks, had been unpaved by the Germans, but in | Settiement

less than a day the French engineer corps had repaired the road. Mr. P. J. Veniot, of Bathurst, arriy-
Before leaving the Germans made a clean sweep of the Noyon BRRG toaas 1 R

e T " Mr. H. J. Mcliean, of St. Gec
sending to Germany securities valued at 18,000,000 francs. jﬁ & 45 B
German Report Says That a Real Battle is ;i e

Now in Prospect on the Western Front H ﬁs EHEAT B AT'".[ EEGHN
BERLIN, March 20, by wireless to the Associaled Press via
ON THE WESTERN FRONT!

Sayville, March 22.—German cavalry is now in touch wilh
IFrench and British mounted troops, which have been in aclion
for several days in the territory evacuated by the Germans, so
that for the first-time since the fall of 1914 cavalry on both sides
is being employed on the western front. This is regarded

here as an indication that great events are taking place and that

Front--General Nivelle May Have Out M:in-
oeuvred Von Hindenberg.

a real battle is in prospect, trench warfare being over for the
time being on this part of the fronf.

The French and British attempled to use cavalry on (he
Somme last year, as well as al the time of the Champagne of- FFrench (roops are in contact with the main German army,

fensive. but the employment of these forces in the face of en-land what may prove o be the initial stage of the greatest bat-

trenched troops with machine guns resulled in very heavy|{le of history has opened before the gales of La Fere.

The present situation is a different one, because neith-

losses.

For the first lime since the greal German retreat began,
er side is now protecled by lrenches. !!,‘lel“l)l and rear guard fighting has given way to the thrust of
Germans Still Hold Over Seven Thousand

Square Miles of Territory in France
PARIS, March 22.—The total amount of French territory
liberated from the German invaders by the Somme offensive

arlillery and the clash of major forces. The Germans are mak-
ing a stand in a line running north and south of La Fere, from
St. Simon to the forest of the Coucy, a distance roughly esti-
mated at about (wenly miles.
ot : : Speedy Advance of the French.
up to March 21 is 853 square miles, situated in four depart-
ments, Pas de Calais, Oise, Aisne and Somme. It includes 366
towns and villages, the homes of 181,935 Frenchmen. The
Germans are still in possession of 7,127 sq. miles of France.
Dr. Henri de Rothschild has given 100,000 francs for the
relief of the inhabitants in the liberated sections of Picardy.
Dr. Rothschilds is a grandson of Nathaniel Rothschilds, founder
He is well known as a philan-
thropist and has taken a prominent part in the war againsl
cancer and other invidious diseases.

GERMAN OFFICIAL REPORT TODAY.

BERLIN, via Sayvidle, March 22.—Spiriled fighling in the
sector over which the Germans have been retiring is reported
in today's official communication, which mentions no further
evacuation of territory. PAnnouncemenl is made thal an air-
plane piloted by Prince Friedrich Karl, a cousin of Emperor
Willian, has not returned from a raid over the lines belween
Arras and Peronne, in France.

The position selecled by lhe tiermans is protecled by the
Crozat canal and the Ailetle river, a lribulary of the Oise, but in
this line the French have driven a great wedge direclly in fronl
ol La Fere and reaching o within (wo miles of thal impor:ant
town. On this wedge is based the hopes of French military
Hindenburg, and thal La Fere is donunated and with it the
whole of the famous Hindenburg line.

Paris believes thal the extraordinary speed wilh which the
French have advanced has disconcerled the German plans and
renders probable a continuation of (he retirement lo the Del-
gian front.

The official Berlin reports throw no importance on the situ-
ation, but il seems cerlain that a few days or hours must deeide

the fate of al. Fere. The siluation on the British front is some-

the British official reports.

DIED THIS MORNING
Aged Resident m Maryland Had

_. /many Russian military secrels.

Germans are Making a Stand on a Twenty-miie1

critics that Gen. Nivelle has out-manocuvred Field Marshal Von

what more obscure, owing to the rather vague character of

RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT
ORDERS THE ARREST OF

THE GZAR AND EMPRESS

General Alexioff Has Been Charged
With the Duty of Guarding Them---

Russian Paper Says Court Clique
Was Nest uf Bermqn apies.

PETROGRAD, via London, March 22.— An
order for the arrest of Nicholas Romanoff and
Alexandra Feodorovna, former Emperor and Em-
press of Russia, has been issued by the Provisional
Government. General Alexieff has been charged
with the duty of guarding the prisoners until
members of the Duma arrive with an escort to
take them to Tsarskoe-Selo.

Declares That the Crimes of Treason and
Espionage Had a Nest in the Royal Palace

PETROGRAD, March 21, via London, March 22.— The
Russkia Volia in a long unsigned article, exposes what it terms
the treason of the “court clique” and alleges that the Tsarskoe-
Selo was a ‘‘nest of German spies.”” The paper says that a
special committee has beem appointed to investigate ‘“‘crimes
of former ministers during the last Bacchanalian nightmare
vears of dynasty on which Rasputin put the final touches.”

The article says in part: “The first erime was treason and
{espionage and had its nest in the palace. The court was partly

{illl(l chiefly German and the pitiful role of Sturmer in his efforts

’

_ito draw Russia toward a separale peace was known every-
is
iwhere.

The press of our Allies accused Russia of giving Ger-
Alexief Khvostoff, who waz:
(dismissed as Minister of the Interior because he aimed to di-
lvorce Nicholas and Alexandra and kill Rasputin, declared to
friends that he has documents showing the connection belween
the eourt and Berlin, and that Raspulin was surrounded by
German spies who were sending out military secrels received
{rom the drunken monk.

‘England’s Offer to Give Half a Million

Rifles to the Russian Army was Refused
“Khvostoff, himself one of the band of dark forces, did
nothing to hinder the treason at Tsarskoe-Selo. We know
from the letter of General Buchkoff, Minister of War, to Gen.
Alexieff, that Sturmer and Belaieff refused England’s offer to
give half a million rifles to the Russian army. Similar facts
have been collected by the defence committee of the Imperial
Duma. We know the consequence of Genral Soukhomlinoff™'s
doings when he was only Governor of Kiev, and when he sur-
rounded himself with spies.

His nearest friend was the com-
mander of the Austrian spy organization. Our military secret
service knew, but could do nothing. The result of his (reason
was a Russian defeal, costing millions of lives.

“What are we to do now? Allow Nicholas to live in beau-
liful Livadia, among the flowers he was so fond of and among
the conditions of freedom he always denied to others? Allow
him to do this so that he may organize other dark forces for
the re-establishment of the Romanoffs?”

SCHEME T0 PREVENT WAR
BETWEEN U. 5. AND GEMANY

WASHINGTON, March 22.—Offers of mediation, to pre-
vent actual war belween the United Stales and Germany, are
expected among the next developmenlts. Administralions offi-
cials heard today that a European neutral was contemplaling
such a plan, and they frankly regarded it as another effort back-
ed by Germany lo divide senliment in Congress and embarrass
the' President.

[t was declared authoritatively today that no
proposals of mediation or for discussion will be considered un-
less Germany first abandons the campaign of ruthlessness.




