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—MESSAGE TO YOUNG MEN.

“After a long life | shall remind you
that already many problems rise be-
fore you; problems of race division,
problems of creed differences, prob-
lems of economic conflict, problems of
national duty and national aspiration.
Let me tell you that for the solution of
these problems you have a safe guide,
an unfailing light, if you remember
that faith is better than doubt, and
love is better than hate.

“Banish doubt and hate from your
life. Let your souls be ever open to
the strong promptings of faith and the
gentle influence of brotherly Iove: Be
adamant against the haughty; be gen-
tle and kind to the weak. Let your

L)
aim and your purpose, in good report
or In ill, in victory or in defeat, be so
*o live, so to strive, so to serve as to
do your part to raise the standard of
life to higher and better spheres.”—
Sir Wilfrid Laurier at London, Ont.
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THE MUNICIPAL MUDDLE.

The Cgunvty Councillors displayed
good judgment in their decision not to
proceed with the business of the an-
nual meeting until some effort is made
to straighten out the crimp which the
late Secretary-Treasurer seems to have
put in the County accounts. The affairs
of the County seem to be in a bad way
and it will probably be two or three
weeks before it will be possible to re-
store some semblance of order out of
the chaotic conditions wrich prevail.
In the meantime an auditor will be set
to work on the books and will prepare
a report on the same for submission
to the Council when it reconvenes.

The County blue book, containing a
statement of the accounts, is supposed
to be ready to lay before the Council
at its January meeting. The late Sec-
retary-Treasurer got away behind with
the work last year. It was late in De-
cember before any of the copy for the
baok reached the hands of the printer,
and then he got only a small portion
of it. The balance of the copy is stil
to be prepared, and if it is true as stat-
ed, that the late secretary-treasurer
had not posted his books since ithe July
meeting of the Council, it will be some
weeks yet before the blue book makes
its appearance.

Although a determined effort is be-
ing made in some quarters to hush the
matter up, a shortage in 'his accounts
nndoubtedly furnished the motive for
the tragic death of the late Secretary-
Treasurer. Warden Stairs, in a state-
ment given out to the press on Friday
last, placed the shortage at $1,100." Yes-
terday the County Auditor, Mr. G. E.
Armstrong, when questioned by Coun.
Pat Graham at the Council meeting,
said the shortage was $1,200. The ex-
act amount will not be known until an
audit of the accounts is made, but in
the light of the statement made by the
retiring Warden and confirmed by the
auditor, the public is safe in assuming
that without doubt there is a shortage
which amounts to a considerable sum.

The late Secretary-Treasurer was
not looked upon as an extravagant
man. He was in receipt of salaries
amounting to $2,200 per year from the
county and province. He had an office
heated and lighted, free of rent, and in
addition he had his private practice
and some perquisites for drafting legis-
lation for the Provincial Government,
He did not gamble in stocks, so far as
known, and intimate acquaintances say
that his income was more than ample
for his living expenses.

position he made of the funds which he
borrowed from the ‘County. At the
July meeting of the Council, the Sec-
reary-Treasurer’s accounts were éxam-
ined by a committee and pronounced
correct. From fthis, therefore, it is
fairly safe to assume that the defalca-
tion must have occurred during the

last six months. He may possibly have |

loaned the money fto some friends who
were base enough to return evil for
good, or he may have used it to wipe
out some long-standing indebtedness,
although evidence to support this lat-
ter theory is rather scanty. In any
ase he used money which did not be-
long fto him, and the guarantee com-
pany will be expected to make the
amount good to the municipal treasury.

It is not surpriging that some mems-
bers of the County Council, and otherg
who have been active in politics and
great sticklers for houcsﬂy and purity
in public life, should now show a dis-
position to keep the people in the dark
in regard to the late Secretary-Treas-
urer’s financial relations with the
County. These worthies were not so
considerate of widows and orphans a
few years ago when g trusted official

of the Provincial Government died un- . ed that twice

der tragic circumstances.

It is rather,
puzzling, therefore, to know what dis-|

time were close friends
and even relatives of the late Secre
tary-Treasurer. Now ithat the chickens {
have come home to roost, these peo-
le should have sense enough to refrain
from going about hunting for sympa-
thy. All deplore the sad circumstances
surrounding the death of the late Mr.
Bliss. He was a man of education and
ability, who d&d been unfortunate in
some respects. He had no lack of
friends who admired him for his good
qusalities, and no doubt some of them
would have willingly given him finan-
cial agsistance had he taken them into
his confidence. He chose to adopt an-
other and more extreme course, and
there is no help for it now. All of the
sympathy in the world will not restore
him fto his family. The amount of the
shortage in his accounts can, however,
be restored to the treasury of the
Muniecipality, and some of the political
friends and admirers of the late offi-
cial who just now have such a horror
of publicity, will probably have an op-
portunity to crystalize that sympathy
into something of a more practical na-
ture when the auditor completes his
report. By coming across .with the
amount of the shortage they can do
a whole lot towards protecting the
name of the late lamented Secretary-
Treasurer, but little can be accom-
plished by an attempt to keep the facts
from the public. R
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Fredericton friends were pleased to
hear that His Majesty the King had
‘conferred the distinguished service or-
der upon Lieut. 'Col. A. E. G. Mackenzie
and Major Eric W. MacDonald. Lieut.
Col. Mackenzie is the commanding offi-
cer of the 26th Battalion, the only New
Brunswick corps to reach the front as
a unit. He is a native of Campbellton
and a graduate of the Provincial Nor-
mal School and of the U. N. B. He
was ‘an unsuccessful candidate for the
Legislature in the Liberal interest at
the last provincial election. Major
MacDonld is the only son of Rev. Dr.
J. H. MacDonald, for some years pas-
tor of the Brunswick Street Baptist
Church, and spent his boyhood days in
this city. He went to England with
the 12th Battalion and was afterwards
transferred.
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Gracious New Year’s messages were
sent out by the Duke of Devonshire on
Monday to the King of Great Britain,
Presidenit Poincare of France, King Al-
bert of the Belgians, the Emperor of
Japan, the President of Portugal, and
the King of Italy. Messages were also
sent o the governments of Newfound-
land, South Africa, Australia, New Zea-
land and to the people of India. Simi-
lar messages will be sent on the be-
ginning of the Russian new year to the
Czar of Russia and the Kings of Rou-
mania, ‘Serbia and Montenegro.
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Through Our Sieve

It ’sno plow, said one alderman.

Even in Rome we wouldn’t want to
do what the Romeos do.

It’s human nature for one man to ask
another how he feels—also not to care.

Francis X. is not the only ex-bush-
man who tried to be a Romeo.

Pity the poor guy with no bad habits.
New Yedr’s means nothing in his life.

The cost of monkeys has gone up.
The pink ones always did come high.

Combination - chemical - engine - and-
motor-drawn-fire-truck. Puzzle: find
the hyphen!

The name of 'the new Austrian po-
litical leader, Clam Martinez, sounds
like ithe first course to a short dinenr.

One seldom realizes how much worse
the world is growing until he hears two
old settlers exchanging reminiscences.

You may tip the soda clerk a wink;
but you can’t tip a Pullman porter that
way.

Those western farmers who traded
their farms for wild horses to be caught
in Arizona now- realize that they be-
long to the number of suckers that are
born every minute.
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NOTED RUSSIAN MON
A4S PASSED AW
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London, Jan. 2.— Despatches from
the Reuter and other Petrograd corre-
spondents say that Gregory Rasputin,
the Russian monk, who is reputed to
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ORSELF POISONIKG

The Dangerous Condition
Which Preduces Many Well

Known Diseases.

HOWTOGUARD AGAINST
THIS TROUBLE |

“FRUIT-A-TIVES” — The Wonderful
Fruit Medicine — will Protect You

Autointoxication means self-poison-
ing, causcd by continuous or partial
constipation, or insufficient action of
the bowels.

Instead of the refuse matfer passing

daily from the body, it is absorbed by

the blood. Asaresult, #ze Kidneys and
Skin are overworked, in their eflorts to
rid the blood of this poisoning.

Poisoning of the bloodin this way often
causes Indigestion, Loss of Appetite
and Disturbed Stomach. It may pro-
duce Headaches and Sleeplessness. /7
may trritale the Aidneys and bring on
Pain in the Back, Rtheumatism, Gout,
and Rheumatic Pains. Itis the chief
cause of Eczema—and keeps (e whole
systesm unhealllty by the constant absorp-
tion into the blood of this refuse matter,

“Fruil-a-tives’’ will always cure Auto-
inloxication or self-poisoning — as
“Fruit-a-tives ” acts gently on bowels,
kidneys and strengthens
bowelsand tones up the nervous s

50¢. a box, 6 for $2.50, trial s
At all dealers or sent postpaid on
receipt of price by I'ruit-a-tives Limited,
Ottawa.
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CONSPIRACY TRIAL
AT SAN' FRANCISCO

It is Now Ihoog_hrl—hai the Case
Will go to the Jury on
Friday.

San Francisco, Cal,, Jan. 2—The fifth
week of the trial of Franz Bopp, Ger-
man consul general here, and six asso-
ciates, on charges of conspiring to vio-
late neutrality by alleged dynamiting
of Canadian tunnels and munition ves-
sels destined for Great Britain and her
allies, was begun in the Federal Dis-
trict Court today. Both sides agreed
to make every effort to complete the
presentation of evidence in order that
the case may reach the jury by Friday
night.

skin, vhe

'stem.
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The cross-examination of C. C. Crow-
ley, a detective employed by the Ger-
man consulate for the announced pur-
pose of investigating alleged neutrality
violationo is to be resumed by district
attorney Preston.

Crowley, the govern-
ment prosecutors, planned the various
alleged dynamite plots at the behest of
the San Francisco German consular of-
ficials.

assording to

He was under cross examina-
tion all day Friday, when adjournment
was taken over the holidays.

HON. T. C. CASERAIN
WAS TAID T0 REST

Montreal, Jan. 2—With the simple
ceremonialof the Catholic ritual, the
funeral service of Hon: Mr. Casgrain,
late Postmaster General of Canada,
took place at the Church of the Gesu
this morning, the last sad rites evoking
the presence of leaders of the public,
professional and business life of the
whole country. ¢

The Governor General, the federal
and provincial cabinets, the post office
department, the local bar, the Bank of
Montreal and countless local financial
instituiions were represented by dele-
gations.

In accordance with Jesuit practice(
there was a dearth of decoration of

mourning customary at Catholic funer-l

al services, the last rites being of the
simplest character.

10 NAME TOWNSHIPS
AFTER BATTLEFIELDS

Quebec, Jan. 2.—The provincial gOV-

exercise a great and mysterious influ-
énce over Emperor Nicholas, and was
said to be pro-German in his sympath-
ies, is dead.

According to Reuter's correspondent,
Rasputon’s body was found on the bank
of one of the branches of the river
Neva. The other correspondents say
that Rasputin was assassinated unde;‘

dramatic circumstances. It was relat-

previously Rasputin has

It is a wel ’hevu reported to have been murdered

ernment has decided to give to the new
townships which will be created in the
province the names of the great battles
in which Canadian soldiers took part
and covered themselves with glory.

So, in the near future there will prob-
ably be the townships of Ypres, Cour-
celette, St. Julien, Langemarck, Festu-
bert, ete. |
{ It was also decided to give to natural
landmarks Iwa’

in these townships

names of noted fallen heroes.

Cook’s Cotton Root Gompound.

John J. Weddall & Son
Wish All Theirr Frends. .

and Customers
A Very Happy
New Year
JOHN J. WEDDALL & SON

Il Ladies, Gents,

ROME MICKTL STLLL
HM:M‘IDI TLMPIR(D

Hockey, Acme and Long Reach Skates

Guls and Boys.

Hockey Sticks, Pucks, Pads. Ete.
Special Prices To Clubs.
| GIVE US A CALL

for

WHOLESALE

R. CHESTNUT & SONS

THE HARDWARE PEOI'LE
DOMESTIC SANITARY AND HEATING ENGINEERS

RETAIL

c.
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COLDS

MANY SICK CPELLS BEGIN WITH
COUGHS AND COLDS.

2

And they will end there if you take
STAPLES' SYRUP OF TOLU AND
WILD CHERRY. It relieves hoarse-
ness, sore throat and other troubles in-
cidental to cold and damp weather.

EASY TO TAKE. Children like it
especially effective if taken
PRICE 25

and is
when the cold first appears.
CENTS A BOTTLE, at

STAPLES PHARMACY

ALONZO STAPLES, Prop.
Cor. King and York Sts., Fredericton.

Agency for Miller Standard
Rubber Goods.

ROSES,  CARNATIONS,
CHRYSANTHEMUMS

DAINTY BOXES OF CUT FLOW-
ERS FOR THE SICK,

WEDDING BOUQUETS and FLOR-
AL DESIGNS A SPECIALTY.

LARGE COLLECTION OF FANCY
FERNS, PALMS, ETC.

NEW LETTUCE.

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME.

Charlotte Street

Ada M. Schleyer

-: SPECIAL :-
4 Course Dinnars Serv-

ed All This Week
AT

Washington’s
CAFE

94 YORK STREET

el

Moderate Charge

Lunches Served at

‘Phone 217.

—

All Hours.

year, 1917.

A safe, reliable regulating
medicine. Sold in_ three de-
grees of strength-—No.

No. 2, $3; No. §

Sold by all dru ¢
prepaid on receipt of price,
ree pamphlet. Address:

THE COOK MEDICINE CO,

TORONTO, ONT, (Formerly Windser.)

R. L. BLACK, -

THE SEASON’S GREETINGS )
and a THANK YOU |l

For your kind patronage during the past, Most Success-
ful Year’s Business. If we have pleased you, may we ask
for your continued and increased faveurs for the coming

A Happy New Year to All

Agent for Standard Patterns.

- York Street
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