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MONT BLANC'S 
Em 

Judgment Handed Down This Morning 
in Halifax Enqu 
secutions Recommended--- Captain 
and Pilot Immed 

rr en 

(Canadian Frere alrect wire.) 

HALIFAX, Feb. 4.-—That th 

munitions ship Mont Blane and the Norwegian Belgian relief 

ship Imo, which took place in H 
last, resulting in the explosion 
the loss of fifteen hundred live 

properly in Halifax city and county, was caused by violation 

«of the rules of navigation, and 
Lamedec. of the Monl Blane, were wholly responsible there- 

fore. was (he finding of the court of inquiry here this morning. 

The court recommends the dismissal of Pilot Mackay by the 

pilotage authorities and calls the attention of the law officers 

of the crown to the evidence wi 

tion. 

conside ne ra 

of his country. 

.SULL TEXT OF FINDING SIGN 
££ 

DRYSDALE AND WRECK COMMISSIONER DEMERS 

The following is (he text of 
Sir.— Having been directed by the Honourable the Minister 

of Marine to hold a formal eng 

plosion on the steamship Mont Blane on December 6th, 1917, 
I have to report as follows: 

That, as directed, I had asso 
sessors, Captain Demers of Ottawa, Dominion Wreck Commis- 
sioner, and Capl. Walter Hose, R« CG. N., of the city of Halifax. 

1 began the enquiry on the 30t] 
~baving heard all the witnesses EB 

as follows: 
1. 1 find the explosion on | 

was undoubtedly the result of a 
fax betwen the S. S. Mont Blanc 

2. Such collision was caus 
navigation. 

3. That the pilot and master of 
wholly responsible for violating 

PILOT MACKAY’S DISMISSAL 

AUTHORITIES ASKED TO DEAL WITH CAPTAIN! 

4 4. That Pilot Mackay, by r 
should be forthwith dismissed by the pilotage authorities and 
deprived of his license. 

5 
by Pilot Mackay, the attention o 
should be called to the vidence taken on this investigation, with 
a view to criminal prosecution of such pilot. 

6. We recommend to the 

dence, asking to have Caplain Lamedec’s license cancelled and 
the captain dealt with according to the law of his country. 

That it appearing that the pilotage aulhorities in Hali- 
fax have been permitting Pilot Mackay lo pilot ships since the 

i: % 

investigation commenced and s 
red fo, we think the said poltage 
sure. 
suspended such pilot. 
COMMANDER WYATT, CHIEF 

OFFICER, IS CENSURED BY COMMISSIONERS 

8. The master and pilot of the Mont 
Blanc are guilty of neglect of the pub- 
lic safety in not taking proptr steps to 
warn the inhabitants of the city of a 
probable explosion. 

9. Commander Wyatt is guilty of ne- 
glect in performing his duty as. chief 
examination officer, in not taking the 
proper steps to ensure the regulations 
being carried out, and especially in not 
keeping himself fully acquainted with 
the movements and intended move- 
ments of vessels in the harbor. 

10. In dealing with the chief examin- 
ation officer's negligence in not ensur- 
ing the efficient carrying out of traffic 
regulations by the pilots, we have to 
report that -the evidence isfar from 
satisfactory that he ever topk any effi- 

‘cient steps to bring to the notice of 
othe captain-superintendent, neglect by 
the pilots. 
§ 11. In view of the allegationsof dis- 

obedience of the chief examination of- 
ficer’s orders 7 pilots, we do not con- 
sider st disobedience was the prox- 
imate caus’ of the collision. 
12. It would seem that the pilots of 
Halifax attempt to vary well known 
rules of the road, and in this connec- 
tion we think Pilot Renner, in charge 
of an American tramp steamer on the 
‘morning of the collision, deserving of 
censur. 

The court also recommends to the French authorities 

tion of this evidence with a view to cancelling Captain 

Lamedec’s license and dealing with him according to the law 

. . - / - - 

“ {he situation, and having conferred with the nautical assessors. 
1 have reached the folowing conclusions and desire to report 

In view of the gross neglect of the rules of navigalion 

In our opinion the authorities 

MANY LAVAL 
STUDENTS NOT 

(Canadian Press direct wire.) 

* Montreal, Feb. 4—Le Pays, of this 
city is exercised because of the medi- 
cal examination of 177 students of La- 
val University having shown 

flat feet having been the least serious 

dents. Le Pays says 
state of affairs was 
part of the mothers 
in raising children. 

ignorance on the 

“The 

in this province to call a spade a spade 
They should tell the mothers that the 
salvation of souls does not depend 
upon bringing a little being into the 
world every year whose body goes to 

the cemetry and the sould to Heaven, 
but that their duty is to give healthy 
children to their country.” 
Le Pays says the situation at Laval 

should be regarded “as a cry of war 
for the French race to awaken and 
avoid the disaster which is at hand.” 

HON. MR. OLIVER 
NOT TO PROTEST 
(Canadian Press direct wire.) 

Edmonton, Feb. 3—It was unoffic- 
jally announced here Saturday that 
Hon Frank Oliver has decided not to 
proceed with his protest against Brig- 
adier General Griesbach, C. M. G., D. 
S. O., in West Edmonton. The expec- 
ted protest against H. A. MacKie, 
member elect for east Edmonton, will 

also be dropped. 

B.C. HAS A 
NEW PARTY 

(Canadian Press direct wire.) 

Vancouver, B. C., Feb. 4—A new 
political party was born Saturday, 
when the federated labor party was 
formed at a conference of delegates, 
following the conclussion of the eighth 
annual convention of the British Col- 
umbia federation of labor. The new 

party will be a working class political 
organization and not confined to union 
men, but unorganized workers as well. 

iry---Griminal Pro- 

iately Arrested. 

e collision between the French 

alifax harbor on December 6th! 
of the Ment Blanc's' cargo and 
s and the great destruction to 

that Pilot Mackay and Captain 

th a view to criminal prosecu- 

1 

ED BY JUSTICE 

the judgment: 

uiry into the cause of the ex- 

ciated with me as nautical as- 

PHYSICALLY FIT 

only 

thirteen for military service overseas, 

of the defects among the rejected stu- 
the cause of this 

of these students 
time has 

come,” says the paper, “for the clergy | 

SIRP.GIROUARD 
FOR GOVERNOR 

(Canadian Press direct wire.) 

Nairobi, British East Africa, Feb 
—A mass meeting of the rsidents en- 
thusiastically and unanimously pas- 
sed a resolution requesting the Imper- 
ial government to appoint: former gov- 
ernor Sir. Percy Girouard, mliitary 
governor of British East Africa, and 
to proceed with the war with powers 
to organize the colonies efforts in the 
direction of “utilizing such a portion 
of its population as is unavailable for 
military service to develop its im- 
mense potential energies and resour- 

bl 

ces in the immediate production of 
commodities which are urgently re- 
quired.” 

E. S. Grogan, Lord Delamere and 
others emphasized the urgent neces- 
sity of organizing the entire resour- 
ces of the protectorate in order to 
provide for the immediate require- 
ments in Mesopotamia and Palestine, 
thereby saving shiping and subsequen- 
tly contributing food and other neces- 
sities. It is said there are millions of 
acres of the finest land in the world 
available in Etst Africa for the em- 
pires war worn soldiers, Sir. Percy 

Girouard is a son of the late Hon. 
Desire Girouard, justice of the su- 
rreme court ofCanada. 

BRI 
| 
| 

TISH RAID 
HUN TRENCHES 

(Canadian Press direct wire.) 

London, Feb. 4.—“Early last night a 
! party of our troops raided the enemy's 
i Lrenches east of Hargicourt,” says to- 
day's official announcemnt “The hos- 
|1jle artillery was active during the 
‘night in the neighborhoodof I ens and 
inurthezst of Gavrelle.” 

| 
1 
| 
| 

| 

Mr. W. L. Stewart of St. John, is in 
the city. v 

h day of December, 1917, and 
that could throw any light on 

FRENCH TRODPS 
he Mon! Blane on December 6 

collision in the harbor of Hali- 

and the S. S. Imo. 
ed by violation of the rules of]. 

’ 

the Mont Blanc were 

the rules of the road. 
: Materials---Enemy 

URGED AND FRENCH 

eason of his gross negligence, 

f the law officers of the crown 

capturing much material. 

repulsed by us last night north of Bur 

French authorities such evi- [about 1200 men. The enemy losses w 

of the Vardar. 

garian patrols.” 

BELGIAN OFFICI 

PARIS, Feb. 4.—The Belgian official 

last night reads: 

ince the collision above refer- 

authorities deserving of cen- 

should have promptly 

enemy organizations and trenches in 

before Dixmude. 

British airmen yesterday.” 

SUCCESSFUL B 

EXAMINATION 

since the war, were prepared by com- 

petent naval authorities; that such 
traffic regulations do not specifically 
deal with the handling of ships laden 
with explosives, and we have to re- 

commend that such competent auth- 
ority. forthwith make specific regula- 
tions dealing with such subject; and 

bombs were dropped on the objective. 

fighting, one enemy aircraft was destr 

control. Two of our machines failed 

on the enemy airdrome at Houttaye, Belgium,” the Admiralty reports. 

GARRY 
GUT SUCGESSFUL RAID 

Captured a German Position and Some 
Batteries Silenced--- 

Naval Air Craftin a Bombing Raid. 

(Canadian Press direct wire.) 

PARIS, Feb. 4—The War Office announcement issued tonight says: “One 

of our detachments this morning carried out in the sector northwest of Cour- 

tecon, in the region of the Ailette, an attack on a small German position, 

which it brought back in its entirety to our lines, taking thirty prisoners and 

Supplementary reports show that the enemy attack 

es was carried out by a detachment of 

ere particularly heavy. 

“There was reciprocal artillery activity in the region of Doiran and west 

On the Serbian front there were several encounters with Bul- 

AL STATEMENT. 

statement on military operations issued 

“During the last two days our artillery has silenced several 

enemy batteries and has carried out plans of destruction and reprisal against 

reply to artillery fire and bomb firing 

An enemy aviator was. brought down within our lines by 

OMMBING RAID. 

LONDON, Feb. 4—“Yesterday naval aircraft carried out a bombing" raid 

Many 

During the day, in the course of aerial 

oyed and two were driven down out of 

to return.” 

we realize that whilst the war goes on 
uncer present conditions, explosives 
must move, but in view of what has 
happened, we strongiy recommend that 
the subject be dealt with specifically 
by the proper authorities. 
Giyen under my hand at the city of 

Halifax this fourth day of/ February, 
Ay Dr, 1918. 

(Signed) 
DRYSDALE, L. J, A. 
L."A. DEMERS, F. R. A. S. 
WALTER HOSE, 

Acting Captain, R. C. N. 

r 

DOMINION COUNCIL 
LEAGUE HAS 

(Canadian Pre | 

ada concluded its first annual meet 

were made for a campaign to get 250,0 

Two Arrests Follow. 
Halifax, Feb, 4—Captain Lamedec, 

of the French steamer Mont Blanc, has 
been arrested by the police authori- 
ties on a charge of manslaughter. 

Chief of Police Hanrahan has arrest- 
ed Pilot Frank Mackay, who was on 
the steamer Mont Blanc, on a warrant, 
charging him with manslaughter. The 
pilot was taken into custody as soon 
as he could be located after the court 

for the purpose of building and equip 

cantile marine not aided by the Patr 

Navy League of England for the depe 

now in the British Isles. In the app 

subscriptions amounted to $25,000. 

ol o 13. That the regulations governing 
traffic in Halifax harbor in hermes 

of inquiry into the collison had ren- 
dered its decision this morning. 

The next annual meeting will be 

OF T y 
A BiG PROGRAMME 
ss direct wire.) 

MONTREAL, Feb. 3—The Dominion Council of the Navy League of Can- 

ing on Saturday, when arrangements 

00 members, each paying $2 a year. In 

addition to a grant of $100,000 to the Nova Scotia division of the Navy League 

ping a Sailors’ Institute in Halifax, the 

Dominion Council made an appropriation of $30,000 for the British Columbia 

division: $25,000 for the relief of dependents of seamen in the navy and mer- 

iotic Fund, and $10,000 a month to the 

ndents of disabled and wounded sailors 

eal of December 8th last, the Canadian 

The committee went to Ottawa today to 

wait on the government tomorrow with a request for a grant. 

held in Victoria, B. C. 

OF EAST AFRICA 

The War Will be Prosecuted 
With the Utmost Vigor 

A Complete Agreement Arrived af by the 
Delegates to Supreme War Council 
at Versailles---Will be Closer and 
More Effective Co-ordination. 

gm ee — 

\ (By Canadian Press direct wire.) 

LONDON, Feb. 4.—The text of the official statement on the 
Versailles conference follows: 

“Meetings of the third session of the Supreme War Council, 
were held at Versailles, January 30 and 31 and February 1 and 
2. In addition to the members of the Supreme War Council, 
namely, Monsieurs Clemenceau and Pichon, for France; Lloyd 
George and Lord Milner for Great Britain; Prof. Orlando and 
Baron Sonnino for Italy, and the military representatives of the 
Supreme War Council, Generals Weygand, Wilson, Cadorna 
and Bliss, there were also present for the greater part of the 

purely military discussion, the French and British chiefs of 
general staffs, Generals Foch and Robertson: the Italian Minis- 
ler of War, General Alfieri, and the commanders in chief on the 

western front, Petain, Haig and Pershing. Mr. A. H. Fraser, 

first secretary of the Uniled States Embassy at Paris, was pre- 
cent during the political discussions. 

A GENERAL MILITARY POLICY TO BE CARRIED 

OUT IN ALL THE PRINCIPAL THEATRES OF WAR 

“The decisions taken by the Supreme Was Council in pur- 
suance of this contingenl(, embrace not only a general military 
policy to be carried out by the Allies in all the principal the- 
alres of the war, but more particularly a closer and more effect- 
ive co-ordination under the council of all the efforts of the 
powers engaged in the struggle against the Central Empires. 

“The functions of the Council itself were enlarged and the 
principles of unity of policy and action initiated at Rapallo in 
November last, received still further concrete and practical 
developmen(. On all these questions a complete agrement was 
arrived it after the fulest discussion, with regard both to the 
poliey to be pursued an dto the measures for its execution. 

PROSECUTION OF THE WAR WITH THE UTMOST 

VIGOR ONLY IMMEDIATE TASK BEFORE ALLIES 

“Under the circumstances the Supreme War Council de- 
cided thal the only immediate task before them lay in the prose- 

culion of the war with the utmost vigor, and the closest and 
mos! effective co-operation of the military efforts of the Allies 
until such time as the pressure of that effort shall have brought 

dbeul in the enemy governments and peoples a change of tem- 

per which would justify the hope of the conclusion of peace 

on terms which would not involve the abandonment, in the face 

of an aggressive and unrespondent militarism, of all the prinei- 
ples and freedom, justice and respect for the law of nations 

which the Allies are resolved to vindicate. 
“The Supreme War Council gave the most careful consid- 

eralion lo the recent ulterances of the German Chancellor and 
the Austro-Hungarian minister of foreign affairs, but was un- 
able to find in them any real approximation to the immdiate 
conditions laid down by the Allied governments. 

CIVILIZATION WILL BE DEFENDED AGAINST 

AN UNSCRUPULOUS ATTEMPT AT CONQUEST 

at Brest-Litovsk, and their now openly 
disclosed plans of conquest and spoil- 

ation. 
The Allies are united in heart and 

will, not by any hidden designs, but 
by their open resolve to defend civiliz- 

____|ation against an unscrupulous attempt 
= lat conquest. This unanimity is con- 
firmed by a unanimity no less com- 
plete both as regards the military pol- 
icy to be pursued aud as regards the 

~ 

This conviction became all the more 

pronounced by the impression made 

by the contrast between the professed 

idealistic aims with which the Central 

Powers entered upon the negotiations 

K 

- 

measures needed for its execution, 
which wil enable them to meet the 
violence of the enemy's insets with 

Be firm and quiet confidence, with the 

(Canadian Press direct wire.) 

Paris, Feb. 4—King Albert of Bel- 
gium, passed through Paris yester- 
day for the south of France, where he 
will spend a few days with friends. 
He called on President Poincare who 
asked the Minister to hand to the 
Queen a newly created medal “Fran- 
ces gratitude” on behalf of the French 

government. 

SERIOUS FIRE 
AT HARVARD 

(Canadian Press direct wire.) 

Cambridge, Mass, Feb. 3—Dane 
Hall, one of the oldest buildings of the 
quadrangle in the Harvard Yard was 
burned today. Thirty thousand rounds 
of the ammunision in the basement 
were removed by men of the Naval 
Radio and Ensign School under the 
direction of their officers. Valuable 
records belonging to the University 
and the government schools were also 

saved. 

utmost energy and with the knowledge 
that neither their strength nor their 
steadfastness can be shaken. 

“The splendid soldiers of our free 
democracies have won their place in 
history by their immeasurable valor, 
and their magnificent heroism and the 
no less noble endurance with which 
our civilian populations are bringing 
their daily burden of suffering to the 
strength of thoseprinciples of freedom 
which will erown the miltary successes 
of the Allies with the glory of a great 

moral triumph.” 

DEMANDED 
“PEACE AND FOOD 

(Canadian Press direct wire.) 

Amsterdam, Feb. 3.—A Trieste des- 
patch received by way of Berlin re- 
ports that a general strike, including 
the shipyard workers, was declared 
there, demanding peace and food. 

After hearing the governor's reply, 
| which dwelt especially on the recent 
speech of Count Czernin, the Austro- 
Hungarian foreign minister, the strik- 
ers held a further meeting and decided 
to resume work, which they have al- 

ready done. 

{ 

Mr. R. Max McCarthy of St. John, is 
at the Barker House. 

‘


