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Discussion on th 

teresting and Helpful Nature--- 
e Measure was of an In- 

A Few 

Seciions Held Over by Hon. Mr. Veni
ot 

For Further Consideration---Suggestion
 

to Levy a Special Tax on Cities and 

Towns for the Upkeep of Roads. 

The House met at 3
 o'clock. 

Bills authorizing a loan to the 

Board of Public Utiliti
es and to auth-, 

orize the cancellation of a certain 

grant were read a third t
ime and pass-, 

in the absence of Mr. 
ed. 
(MR. KING, 

the | 
Burchill presented the report of 

Committee on ‘Standing 
Rules. g 

MR. LeBLANC presente
d the report 

of the Committee on Munc
ipalities. 

The following Notices 
of Inquiry 

were given for Tuesday
 next: 

By MR. HUNTER as to
 the amount 

of money expended last year on the 

aHrvey-McAdam road. 
ie 

{By IMR. PECK as to the dismissal 

of 3. ‘Wesley Doull, stipendiary mag- 

istrate of Sackville. 

By MR. SMITH (Albert) as to the 

total cost of permanent roads con- 

structed in Albert county last year. 

Time Wanted. 

MR. MURRAY (Kings) stated thaty 

he thought considerable
 time could be 

saved if the hon. ministers w
ould re- 

frain from reading inq
uiries and an 

swers. He thought the same pu
rpose 

would be served by sub
mitting a copy 

in writing and suggeste
d that it might 

be well to amend the rule along
 that 

oN. MR. FOSTER 
said he quite 

concurred in the remarks of the h
on. 

Jeader of the opposition. Although 

some of the questions 
were important 

there was no doubt that c
onsiderable 

time was wasted in reading the an- 

swers to them. He had no objection 

to inquiries, but he though
t some ar- 

rangment might be made by which 

the reading of the ans
wers could be 

qispensed with. 

MR. TILLEY said that 
he was una- 

ble to agree with either of the hon. 

gentlemen. The privilege was a time
- 

honored one and should
 not be taken 

away from the House. 
The questions 

should be answered publicly in the 

presence of members a
nd the specta- 

tors in the gallery. He would admit 

that quite frequently the answers 

gave NO information, w
hich only ne- 

cessitated the asking of
 further ques- 

tions. 
) 

HON. MR. FOSTER sai
d it was cus- 

tomary for the House 
to follow the 

rules in vogue at the House o
f Com- 

mons at Ottawa. He could say that 

at Ottawa answers to inquiries were 

pot read, but that writte
n copies were 

brought down. He believed the public 

was entitled to all information, but 

the purpose would be se
rved just as 

well by submitting writt
en answers. 

Unfair Allegations. 

HON. MR. FOSTER rose
 to a ques- 

tion of privilege. He said that when 

he entered public life he 
had resolved 

not to pay any attention to st
atements 

made by the press concer
ning himself, 

but he felt he should refer to
 an arti- 

cle which had appeared 
in one of the 

Fredericton evening pape
rs. The ar- 

ticle in question involved the good 

faith of the resident manager of 
the 

Bank of Montreal, as it accused him 

of having supplied information to 

the government to be use
d for politi- 

cal purposes. He wished to give an 

emphatic denial to the statement. The 

information, which had b
een supplied 

to the government was in
 the form of 

a letter from the general
 manager of 

the Bank of Montreal, c
ongratulating 

the administration on the success 0f 

its recent bond issue. The allegation 

jn the newspaper was the
refore hoth 

unjust and unfair. 
3 

MR. TILLEY introduced the peti- 

tion of the (City and County of St. 

" John for an act to amen
d Chap. 182 of 

the consolidated statutes relating fo 

the said city. 

HON. MR. MURRAY introdu
ced a 

bill to amend the ‘Schools A
ct. 

MR. MICHAUD introduced a 
bill re 

lating to the Fraser Compa
nies, Lim- 

ited. 

3 HON. MR. SMITH pre
sented a bill 

to facilitate the collection of stump- 

age. In explanation he stated 
that it 

was to take the place of a
n act pass- 

ed last session which had 
been incom- 

plete. The bill required holders of 

timber licenses to furnish their de- 

partment with a statement showing 

lumber cut on crown lands as
 well as 

granted lands. It also required ship- 

pers of pulpwood to furnish a state- 

ment showing the -quantity shipped 

and where cut. 
: 

HON. MR. SMITH introduc
ed a bill 

respecting the taxation of wild land. 

He explained that this measu
re would 

take the place of act of last session, 

which had not given the resu
lts look- 

ed for. 
x 

(MR. POTTS for Mr. Campbell in- 

troduced a bill relating to St. Paul's 

Church, St. John, 
MR. HETHERINGTON, for Mr. 

Burchill, introduced a bill to amend 

an act incorporating the Northwest 

Boom ‘Company. 
Mr. Baxter Explains. 

MR. BAXTER said that he would 

crave the indulgence of the House for
 

a short time, in order to refer to a 

matter dealt with by an answer to an
 

inquiry by the hon. member from St. 

John (Tilley). He had reference to 

an agreement made by the former gov+ 

ernemnt with the ‘St. John Railway 

Company. The matter had come be- 

fore the House in the form of a bill 

during the session of 1913. The bill 

which professed to ratify an agree- 

ment got no farther than its second 

reading. One clause proposed to rati- 

fy the franchises hitherto enjoyed by 

the Company and another provided 

that the law did not contemplate giv- 

duced during the life of the agree- 

ment. He had pointed out at the time 

that the la wdid not contemplate giv- 

ing the Company any greater rights 

than it then enjoyed. He had made 

strong representations to the govern- 

ment of the day on the matter, with 

the result that the bill had not been 

further proceeded with. One of the 

conditions upon which he had enter- 

ed the former government was that 

the agreement with the Company 

should not be ratified. His object in 

making the statement was that the 

government having 

for the use of the bridge probably 

would be asked to confirm the agree- 

ment. ‘He hoped that the government 

would not confirm any portion of it, 

excepting that which had reference to 

the amount already paid. 

Private Bills. 

HON. MR BYRNE presented the 

petition of a number of residents in 

the City of ‘St. John’ for the passage 

of a bill relating to the incorporation 

of the ‘Sisters of 'Charity of the Im- 

maculate Conception, and also intro- 

duced a bill to amend the Act for the 

suppression of the traffic in intoxicat- 

ing liquor. In explanation of this bill 

he stated that Chief Inspector Wilson 

had seized a large quantity of liquor 

of the value of about $10,000. This 

bill would authorize the €hief Inspec- 

tor to dispose of this liquor hy sale to 

any wholesale licensed house in the 

province at current rates, returns to 

be made to the province. The bill 

also provided that the Chief Inspec- 

tor should have the power to cancel 

the license of any retail or wholesale 

licensed dealer who sold inferior lig- 

uors or charged extortionate prices. 

MR. McGRATH introduced a ‘bill 

to amend the Act incorporating the 

Bartibogue Boom Company an d 

amending Acts. 

HON. MR. ROBINSON introduced a 

bill to incorporate the Women's Gen- 

eral Patriotic League of ‘Moncton and 

suburbs. 
The Highway Act. 

The House then. went into Commit- 

tee on the Act respecting Highways, 

Mr, Leger (Westmorland) in the 

chair. : 
MR. SMITH (Carleton) speaking to 

the section concerning land damages 

suggested that means should be pro- 
vided to permit of assessment for such 

damages at any time without waiting 

for a meeting of a Municipal Council- 

MR. DYSART expressed a like opin- 

ion. He remembered one instance of 
a road being held up for several 

months. He believed the perscns to 

whose advantage the road was, should 

be allowed to advance money for the 

land damages. 
HON. MR. VENIOT said that if 

such was done that means for recoup- 

ing should be provided. A municipal 

council might refuse to make assess- 

ment. He had known of such an in- 

stance. A’ secretary-treasurer or war- 
den might be authorized to issue a 
warrant, or it could be made imper- 

ative that the council assess after a 
secrctary-treasurer had paid the mon- 

ey. \ 
MR. SMITH (Carleton) said that 

that would be better. 
The section was stood over. 

MR. YOUNG speaking to the £N\- 

tion on Private Roads asked how ap- 

plication would ‘be made for such. a 
road. He knew of instances when the 

laying out of lumber roads might be 
delayed. { 
HON. MR. VENIOT. replied that a 

Jumber road was not a private road. 
MR. SMITH (Carleton) said the mat- 

ter was covered in the section relating 
to winter roads. 
HON. MR. TWEEDDALE expressed 

the opinion that provision should be 

made for consultation with the coun- 
cilllors for the parish in which the 
road was located in connection with 
the laying out of a new highway. 
MR. SMITH (Carleton) said that 
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there should be no possibility of inter- 
ference on the part of municipal coun- 
cillors for the parish in which the road 
was located in connection with the 

laying out of a new highway. 

Winter - Roads. 

HON. MR. VENIOT, speaking to the 
section relating to the breaking of 
highways in winter, said this was a 

troublesome matter. In many sections! 

of the Province few men were at home 

in winter time and the breaking of the 
roads was a heavy burden. Heretofore 
there had been no provision for the 
actual payment of wages for breaking 
roads, and there had been much com- 
plaint on that account. He had in- 
serted a clause covering this matter 
but was not satisfied with it. Provis- 
on for the payment of wages might 
result in abuse, and the expenditure 
of too much money in the winter time. 
Public spirit should keep the winter 
roads open. On this account he pro- 
posed that a sub-committee of 5, 6 or 
7 from both sides of the House con- 
sider this matter and devise a system 
which would be satisfactory to the 
people of the province in the matter 

of breaking winter roads 
MR. SMITH (Carleton) said this 

subject had been a bone of contention 
for years. He was doubtful if the 
best interests of all sections of the 
province would be served by the ap- 
pointment of a sub-committee. Every 
member of the House should be given 
an opportunity to express’ his views. 

The section was stood over. 
MR, SMITH (Carleton) stated that 

the Act should make it imperative that 
sleds be four feet in width. In many 
sections of the province sleds were 
too narrow. Uniformity was desirable 
but an exception might be made in 

Kent or other districts where one- 

horse sleds were in general use. 
MR. MICHAUD concurred in that 

opinion. He had noticed that the 
width of winter roads varied greatly 
according to county and parish. New 
Brunswick roads were narrower than 
those. The provision making the width 
of sleds four feet would be excellent. 
Supervisors should also be compelied 
to break roads not less than four feet 
wide, and single sleighs should be com- 
pelled to have a shirt of eight inches. 
HON. MR. VENIOT said that he had 

discussed this matter with the hon. 
member, but could not meet his views 

in the matter of making a rule to 
break the roads double. He knew that 
in the upper St. John valley that was 
done, but that section should not seek 
to force its views on other parts of 
the province. He intended later to 
introduce a provision empowering the 
municipal councils to act in this mat- 
ter. The matter of uniform width of 
sleds had not been considered by him, 
but he could not see how a rule could 
be imposed without working hardship 
and entailing expense upon many of 

the people. 
MR. McGRATH said most sleighs 

were imported and could be widened. 
MR. SMITH (Carleton) pointed out 

that only team sleds were concerned 

by the suggestion. 
MR. McGRATH said that in his 

part of the country the single sled was 
the more common. The team sleds 
used in lumbering did not use the main 
highways. It had been his experience 
that supervisors took little interest in 

winter roads. 

Obstruction of Highways. 

HON. MR. VENIOT, speaking to the 
section relating to obstruction of ‘high- 
ways, said that he had added the sub- 
section concerning the penalty of $20 
tine or thirty days in jail for piling 
wood, logs, lumber, stone or refuse on 
the right of way of any highway and 
leaving it there longer than 24 hours. 
All over the province he had found that 
small lumbermen and manufacturers 

of sleepers and other products were in 
the habit of leaving loads along the 
highways. He thought it wise to take 
action to put a stop to this practice. 
MR. SUTTON—"“Would it apply to 

snowplows and road machines?” 
HON MR. VENIOT—“It would. I 

noticed when [I was campaigning last 
winter that plows and road machines 
frequently were left at the roadside.” 
MR. SUTTON—"I noticed that last 

summer.” 
HON, MR. VENIOT-— ‘They were 

probably left over from the preceding 
winter. Any supervisor who persists 

in' doing that will be removed.” 
MR. YOUNG said that this would be 

a hardship on the small mill operators. 
Often loads for job sawing were left 
at a mill and could not be removed in 

24 hours. ; 
HON. MR. VENIOT said his atten- 

tion had been called to an instance 
within a few miles of Fredericton on 
the road leading to Burtt’s Corner, 
MR. YOUNG—“That was probably 

at a place called Estey’'s mill.” 
HON. MR, VENIOT, continuing, said 

that in June last at that place, near a 
small mill, he had seen not only logs, 
but also manufactured lumber, piled in 

i | the ditches of the highway. 
case the owner had removed the ob- 
struction when his attention had been 
directed to it, but in many other places 
the speaker had seen roads washed 
out and new work destroyed because 

the ditches had been obstructed. 
the practice were not discontinued he 
would have to tell the people in such 
sections that they could maintain the 

roads themselves. 

In that 

If 

Encroaching on Roads. 

HON. MR. VENIOT, speaking to the 
section prohibiting the disturbing of 
the soil by planting crops within four 
feet of the ditch, said the matter was 

{ most important, as in numerous cases 
the highways were being obstructed 
and the ditches filled as the result of 
the desire of the farmers to cultivate 
out on the right of way. 3 
MR. SMITH (Carleton) said this 

was a most unfortunate practice. Tne 
farmers had persisted and did persist 
in violating the provision of the IHigh- 
way Act prohibiting cultivation to the 
edge of the ditch. It would be diffi- 
cult to overcome, and stringent regu- 
“lations were required and should he 
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enforced if the proper drainage of the 

roads was to be maintained. 
HON. MR. VENIOT 

hon. member from Carleton that on 
one occasion last summer he had com- 
gelled a supervisor to prosecute for 
violation of this provision, and the 
prosecution had had a most marked 
ind desirable effect. 

MR. HETHERINGTON said that the 
farmer might be permitted to plow 
to the ditch, but compelled to clean 
the ditch out after he had finished 
plowing. Such a regulation could be 
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informed the 

enforced if the supervisors were not 
afraid of causing ill feeling. What 
was wanted was officials who would 
enforce the law no matter what their 
neighbors thought. A four foot mar- 
gin on either side of the highway, 

ithe appearance of a country side. 
HON. MR, VENIOT said if the hon. 

member for Queens would guarantee 
that the ditches would be clean, he 
would consent to the amendment. 
MR. McGRATH said he was opposed 

to pernritting the farmer to plow to 
the edge of the ditches and so fill them 

uy. 
It being six o'clock, the chairman 

left the chair to resume at 8.30. 
Evening Session. , 

The Committee resumed at 8.30 p. 
m. and went into further considera- 
tion of the Highway Bill. Sections 
4S to 60, which the hon. minister ex- 
plained were pratically the same as in 
the old act, were passed without dis- 
cussion. } 
(HON. MR. VENIOT on section 61, 

which provides a penalty for defacing 
or injuring a bridge, said -that river 
drivers often made use of bridges for 
tieing up rafts. Frequently when a 
strong ‘wind came up, injury resulted 

the practice should be stopped. 
MR. McGRATH said that lumber- 

men and fishermen felt that they had 
special privileges in the case of 
storm. ‘He thought they had the right 
to save their property. 
HON. MR. VENIOT said that it 

should not be done at the expense of 
the bridges. 
The section was carried. 

©
 

pervisors in the river parishes of Sun- 
bury and Queens to apply part of the 

against spring freshets. : { 
MR/ MICHAUD did not think here] 

should be a diversion of road money 
in a case of that kind. 
HON. MR. VENIOT said that the; 

section was taken from the old act 
and he thought it a good provision. In 
the section of the province referred 
to the St. John river ran very close to 
the highway and caused much dam- 
age to the roads. .Only last season 
the department incurred heavy ex-)| 
pense in repairing the road bed in the 
parish of Maugerville. y 

IMR. MURRAY (Kings) approved of 
the section and felt that it would not 
be a diversion of the road money. He | 
said that in some sections of his own 
county the roads were damaged.by 

freshets. ¥ 
HON. MR. ROBINSON thought that 
the provision might be made general 

for the province. 

(HON. MR. VENIOT pointed out that 
the cases delat with by the bill were 

“There's a Reason” 
Canadian Postum Cereal Co.,, Ltd. it atm C ered o., Ltd 

the worst in the whole province. He 
did not think it was necessary to make 
the provision apply to the whole pro- 
vince. 
MR. MERSEREAU said that condi- 

tions in the parishes of Maugerville 
and Sheffield were peculiar, the soil 
was a soft loam and spring freshets 

to the structure and he thought that, 

Section 66 of the bill empowers i 

worked gerat injury to the road, 
which was close to the river bank. in 
no other section of the province did 
similar conditions prevail. ; 
MR. DYSART said that the road- 

way along the bank of the ‘Cocagne 
river in Kent was awshed away last 
season when it was too late to get a 
special grant to have it repaired. He 
thought the provision relating to Sun- 
bury and uQeens could also apply to 
Kent county. In that county some of 
the roads skirted the ocean and suf- 
fered more or less damage from tides. 
HON. MR. VENIOT said that the 

suggestion if adopted wiuld give too 

much power to the supervisors; he 
would rather have the act amended so 
that places where conditions com- 
plained of existed would be covered 
by the bill. ¢ 
The section was allowed to stand 

over, as also was section 68. B 
For Mining Companies. 

. ‘Section 75 of the bill provides that 
in cases where damage to highways 
is caused by the operations of mining 
companies, repairs shall be made by 

case the companies fail to act, and 
make a charge upon said companies. 

(Continuea on page 5.) } 

REGULATIONS 
~ FOR OVERSEAS 

~ MAIL CHANGED 
The Deputy Postmaster General has 

: issued the following notice: ~ 

‘(road tax to the defense of the highway | Daily, weekly and other periodical 
publications prepaid at single paper 

rate, viz: 1 cent for every copy not 

exceeding 4 ounces in weight, and 1 

cent for every additional 4 ounces or 

fraction of 4 ounces, may be mailed 

to addresses in the United Kingdom, 

in bundles containing one or more 

coples, but not more than ten. If; 

however, more than one copy is  ep- 

closed each copy will be liable to the 

same postage as if it had been posted 

separately. 

These newspapers and periodicals 

may also ‘be sent by parcel post in 

parcels not exceeding 7 pounds in 

weight, prepaid at parcel post rates. 

| When mailed to soldiers in France, 

lana on other fronts, a number or 

| copies not exceeding ten may be en- 
closed in one bundle, but the rate will 

| be 1 cent for each 2 ounces or fraction 

thereof. ; 

| This notice supersedes all previous 

‘instructions in regard to the Brifish 
| restriction on daily, weekly and other 
periodical publications imported into 

the United Kingdom. 
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the eDpartment of Public Works, in 


