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INDICATIONS 
OF WEAKNESS 

Rome, Sept. 16—The Austrian peace 

proposal is received here as an indi- 

cation of the weakness of the central 

powers. 

The trend: of opinion is that the 

note will remain unanswered, as too 

vague and that the proposal is being 

made to allow the Austro-Hungarian 

Government to assure the people 

that it has done its best to bring about 

peace, but that the allies refused to 

listen. 
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this place w'th her Aunt Mrs. Wa'ter 

Campbell. 

Mr. Duncan Nason and Mrs. Walter 

Campbell have returned from a very 

pleasant visit at Island Falls, Maiae. 

Quite a number of the people from 

here attended the baptism at Brewers 

Mill, Sunday Sept. 15th. 

Miss Mary Whitehead returned from 

a very pleasant auto trip to Burtt's 

Corner and vicinity. 

Colds are the order of the day. 

MIDDLE HAINESVILLE 

Middle Hainesville, Sept. 16—The 

frost of last week did considerable 

damage to the gardens in this locality 

The farmers are all very busy gath- 

ering their grain, oats and wheat 

being very good crops but buckwheat 

js a decided failure. Potatoes are also 

very good but threatened by rot. 

The school has reopened after the 

vacation with Miss P. Price of Lud- 

low, Northumberland County as tea- 

cher Most of our summer visitors have 

left us. 

Mrs. William C. Jones on Saturday 

received a letter from her son Pte. 

Randolph Jones who is in hospital 

England suffering from shrapnel 

wounds in left leg and arm. His many 

friends will be pleased to hear that he 

is- resting quite comfortably and feels 

cheerful as to his recovery. 

Miss Maggie Nason of Upper 

Haynesville is spending a few days in 
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sions be’ entered into by all the bel- 

ligerents will hardly be more favor- 

ably received. No one but a Ger- 

man or a vassal of Germany could 

injagine that, with the responsibe 

leaders of Prussian militarism al- 

most as false and boastful as ever, 

a peace by negotiation is possible.” 

‘However Washington may view the 

invitation,” says the Sun, “it is cer 

tain that the bid from Vienna will 

bring no change—short of the im- 

minence of real peace—in the Ameri- 

can purpose to keep the war at its 

present good speed. The Austrian 

framers of the invitation appear to 

have anticipated any suspicion of an 

attempt to cause a cessation of hos- 

tilities, for that point is touched upon 

in the note.” 

Germany Has Lost 

The Tribune in a scathing editorial 

arraignment of Germany for her at- 

tempt to use Austria as a catspaw, 

says: ‘The force we have pledged— 

all that is in us—to destroy the in- 

tolerable German thing has touched 

the enemy’s frontier. American shells 

have begun to fall upon that myth of 

invulnerability which is Metz. Gott is 

failing the Huns and now Austria says 

‘Come let us all sit down together in 

a neutral place and have peace dis- 

cussions.’ 

“Germany has lost the war. The 

peace offensive is now her most dan- 

gerous weapon. 

“The answer to Austria is ready. 

It will be taken from Mr. Wilson's 

Baltimore speech: ‘Force, {force to 

the utmost; force without stint or 

limit,” until the enemy is willing to 

lay down his arms and surrender un- 

conditionally.” 

The New York Herald says: 
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“The answer will be a firm and de- 

cisive negative. There will ba no 

calm exchange of views. President 

Wilson has specifically stated and re- 

peatedly affirmed the main conditions 

of peace. These conditions and prin- 

ciples have been fully endorsed bv 

Entente statesmen in every country 
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suggestion of ‘non-binding discus-| The Vienna invitation to conference 

is not of the kind that victors send 

forth. 

“Upon that we need not dwell. All 

the beillgerents desire the end of the 

war. The stricken world longs for 

peace. While no armstice precedes 

the proposed conference, we are just- 

ified in entertaining the hope, the be- 

lief, even, that fighting will cease this 

year as the fruit of this “nonbinding” 

discussion of terms. : 

“It would be the worst of blunders 

for us, or for any of the Entente Al- 

lies, to abate war preparations now. 

But reason and humanity demand that 

the Austrian invitation be accepted. 

Comment from other cities, along 

similar lines, follows: 

Boston Herald says: ‘The bait thus 

offered is not attractive and not even 

fresh. As a factor of the anticipated 

peace drive it will be of no avail. A 

peace by negotiation has been impos- 

sible by those who planned and kind- 

led the world conflagration.” 

Boston Globe:—“In all this there 

is one real danger to the Allies. The 

German diplomatic offensive finds 

the Allies with a divided diplomatic 
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front. England, France and Italy have 

never yet officially endorsed Presi- 

dent Wilson's war aims. It is plainly 

the German Government's plan to 

make a specious peace offer which the 

Allies are bound to reject, then go 

back to its people and make a success- 

ful bid for consequence of support.” 

Philadelphia Record:—‘A sufficient 

reply to Austria-Hungary’s peace over- 

tures was made in advance by the 

recognition by the United States and 

its Allies of the Czecho-Slovaks as an 

Allied nation. We cannot make peace 

and betray them, and their countr 

must be carved out of the Dual Mon- 

archy.” 

Peace Talk Idle 

Chicago Herald and Examiner:— 

“Talk of peace is idle until the war 

ends by a decisive victory.” 

‘Washington Post:—“Germany start- 

ed this war; civilization will finish it. 

Cleveland Fgaindealer:— “Germany 

concerned. Nothing short of full com- 

pliance with them will satisfy the 

nations now fighting together for frea- 

dom—and a condition precedent to 

their consideration at a peace confer- 

ence is that the Central Powers and 

their accomplices ~ shall lay ‘down 

their arms, withdraw from occupiad 

territories, including Russia and that 

the shameful Brest-Litovsk tréaty be 

abrogated. Until these conditions are 

complied with the answer to Austria- 

Hungary is ‘no’—and this is backed 
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has failed to conquer the world with 

her arms now she proposes to con- 

quer the world with her wits. We shail 

reply to his whimpers with machine 

guns. Against his flimsy structures of 

whining deception we let loose our 

armies with renewed vigor.” 

St. Louis Globe-Democrat:—“Gen- 

eral March, our chief of staff, voices 

American sentiment when he says 

that we're going right on. We are now 

talking in the language the Germans 

can understand—the language of 

force. We can borrow a motto from 

General Grant. If Germany is ready to 
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surrender unconditionally, let it speak 

It would be to its advantage to do so 

for we are going right on. It may 

check our programme for a time, but 

it can never turn the tide.” 

Must Cry Enough 

The Omaha Bee:—“If the Central 

Powers recognize in the military sit- 

vation the hopelessness of their case 

and are willing to submit to terms, the 

approach will be without essential dif- 

ficulty. But they cannot be admitted 

to a conference on a status other than 

that of the vanquished.” 

The Louisville Courier Journal: 

“If Austria-Hungary, so selfishly 

victimized by Germany, wishes to sign 

a separate peace, that is a different 

matter. Let her indicate her desire to 

do so and it will receive due consider- 

ation. But under her present govern- 

ment that is hardly more possible than 

Saxony or Bavaria should sue for a 

separate peace.” 

Indiapolis Star: “Any non-binding 

parleys now would serve only to be- 

cloud the issues and be productive of 

no good. The enemy should under- 

stand that peace is not to be merely a 

matter of trading. We are fighting and 

we cannot compromise right or jus- 
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Everybody's sugar allowance may be 
cut down, but the world will be sweet 
enough with the German armies on the 
retreat. 
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