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CT mom COMMISSIONER STEVENS — CONGOLEUM 
Prices Take a Jump. 

—— 

NOTICE 

The wholesale price of Congoleum Rugs has ad- 
vanced heavily, and all our customers who propose 
purchasing these popular floor coverings this season 
are advised to do so immediately, so as to secure the 
old prices. 

New S pring Clothes REP 

Latest | 

Styles 

I TABLED IN ROUSE 
The Evidence Taken at the Valley Railway 

Enquiry is Ably Reviewed--Boodling 
Operations are Roundly Condemned-- 
Directors of the Company are Exonerat-| 
ed---George B. Jones, M. P. P. is Given 

- a Hard Rub. 
The report of Commissioner Join M. Stevens, K. C., of Edmundston, 

who conducted the inquiry into Valley Railway matters, was laid before the 

Legislature last evening by Hon. Robert Murray, 

treasurer. Although the findings of the Commission have been anticipated 

by those familiar with the evidence brought out 

less the report makes very interesting reading. 

Just Arrived—A new ship=- 

ment of Ladies’ Suits and 

Coats in all the newest styles 

and colors. 

Misses’ & Children’s Spring 

Coats in ali the néw materials. 

A beautiful assortment of 

Crepe de Chene and Georgette 

—— 
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the Provincial Secretary- Lemont & Sons, Ltd. 
Our Store closes at 6 p. m. Saturdays. 
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at the inguniry, neverthe- 

Crepe Blouses in all the newest The commissioner finds that while the evidence submitted does no * 

shih warrant hi in coming to the conclusion that any member of the Govern- 

: ment or of the Legislature was improperly concerned in the negotiations Baar er 

- New Neckwear, Hosiery, which were carried on with reference to the two contracts awarded to Ken- 

A Veils and Gloves. nedy & McDonald and Smith & Merrithew, yet he has a suspicion that pos- rd 

sibly “some members of the government, or persons on behalf of the gov- 

ernment, and with its approval, were improperly concerned in these negg- 

Murray & Co. 
New Store. Tel. 159. Opp. City Hall. 

tiationgswith a view to raising campai 

It is understood that Attorney G 

near future. 

Your Prescripti 
REGISTERED DRUGGISTS ONLY dispense in our Prescription 

Dspartment. When your prescription comes here, you know it will 

be dispensed by a qualified druggist. This store is one of the few 

stores in Fredericton where a registered druggist must dispense. 
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RYAN'S DRUG STORE 
THE PENSLAR STORE 

4 2 - BRILLIANT STARS - 2 

f WALLACE REID and MYRTLE STEADMAN 

2 | «THE WORLD APART” 
A Rich and Romantic Paramount Picture, Starring Two 

of Filmdom’s Most Popular Favorites. 

| GAIETY THEATRE 
TODAY 

ce 
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1 SHOWN AT 2.30, 3.45, 7.15 AND 8.45. 

Extra Today! =- =- =- = A VITAGRAPH COMEDY 

Mon., “WITHIN THE LAW,” a Big Vitagraph Special 
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Following is a summary of the Co 

With reference to the payment by 

William B. Tennant of the sum of $20, 

000 mentioned in the amended com- 

mission directed to me bearing date 

of December 19, 1917, 1 find that Mr. 

Tennant paid this money, which was 

done up in the shape of a package or 

parcel, to George B. Jones, M. L. A. 

for Kings county, with instructions to 

deliver it to Thomas Bell, of the city 

of St. John; that Mr. Jones went to 

the office of Mr. Bell and Mr. Bell was 

not in. that Mr. Jones then went to 

the office of the Hon, J. B. M. Baxter 

and placed this parcel in the vault in 

Mr. Baxter's office; that Mr. Baxter 

was not present, but that Mr. Jones 

told one of his clerks in the office that 

the parcel was for Mr, Bell and that 

Mr. Bell would call for it; that Mr. 

3ell did call for it and got it from 

one of the clerks in the said office and 

took it away with him and then mixed 

it up with other campaign funds for 

use of the local government party in 

the provincial election which took 

place in February, 1917; that moneys; 

from said campaign fund were distrib-| 

uted by Mr. Bell for use in the differ- 

ent counties in the province in the 

said election to favor the return of 

candidates supporting the local gov- 

ernment of that day as follows: 

The Boodle Fund. 

The report gives the amounts 

mentioned in evidence, and then con- 

tinues: 

“The presumption is that this money 

was used in the different counties for 

! 
f 

dence and Commissioner Stevens’ report some attention of late, and an an- 

ncuncement as to the course he is likely to pursue may be expected in the 

gn funds.” 

eneral Byrne has been giving the evi- 

mmissioner’s report: 

the commissioner's opinion Mr. Ten- 

nant’'s connection with this matter 
does not come under the proisions of 

section 158 of the criminal code, as 

argued by Mr. Jones on behalf of the 

government, although by analogy it 

may be said that he has offended 

against the spirit of the section, which 

the commissioner «uotes, and con- 
tinues: “Perhaps it may be fair to 

assume that Mr. Tennant was uncon- 
scious of any impropriety in this re- 

gard.” 
Reprehensible eMthods. 

The commissioner found tnat the 

methods employed to secure the con- 

tract by the Noa Scotia Construction 

) Co., Ltd, to build the uncompleted sec- 

tions of the Valley Railway were re- 

prehensible as tending to prevent ory 

stifle competition and offend against 

public policy; that in connection with 

the tender of the Nova Scotia Con- 

struction Co. dated May 4, 
the tender of Kennedy & Macdonald, 

dated May 5, 1916, there was collus- 

ton between the N. S. Construction 

Company, Thomas Nagle and Kennedy 

& Macdonald, but whether or not such 

collusion and other circumstantial evi- 

dence presented in this inquiry am- 

ounts to a conspiracy to defraud the 

public, or any person, either at com 

mon law or in virtue of any statute, is 
a question to which the commissioner 

says he has devoted much attention, 
and he concluded “that, while there 

{s evidence in support of such charge 

(which was strengthened considerably 

the purposes for which it was distri- 

buted: there is direct evidence of 

this in the case of one or two counties | 

and it was not considered necessary | 

should be followed further.” 

With reference to the disposition] 

made by the said William B. Tennant 

of $40,000 withdrawn by him upon a| 

cheque payable to cash on or about 

the day on which he cashed or depos-
 

ited a cheque of the Nova Scotia Con-! 

struction Company Ltd. the $100,000 | 

as mentioned in said amended com- | 

mission directed to me, I find that the | 

sail William B. Tennant, according to 

his sworn testimony, and there is no 

evidence to justify me in finding oth- 

GEM-To-Day-GEM 
GOLDWYN 

Presents for the First Time on 

N
 

0 izzzzziziz;] 

the Screen 

The World’s Most Regal and 

Daring Gown Personality 

Mary 
Garden 

in 

From the Famous Novel by 

ANATOLE FRANCE. PICTURES 

This production tells the 

amazing story of the Sainl who 

became a Sinner and the Sin- 

ner who became a Saint. 

Unusual Production, Designed 

to Please. 

ITS A GOLDWYN ! 
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Tyme ii 

Matinee at 3, Evening 7.15 and 9 
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REGULAR PRICES 

Balcony 10c., Lower Floor 15¢. 

|mant received $13,000, the proceeds of 

sthat 

erwise, disposed of this sum in his | 

business. 
During the term of office of the| 

board of directors of the St. John and 

Quebec Railway Company, of which 

Irving R. Todd and Fred W. Sumner 

were presidents, the one succeeding 

the other, there was no evidence sub-
! 

mitted in this inquiry to justify me in | 

finding, and I do not find, that any of | 

the public moneys of the province un- 

der control of the said board of direc- 

tors were improperly or dishonestly ! 

expended; and the same may be said | 

of all officials, contractors and sub- 

contractors thereunder. 

Mr. Todd's Resignation. 

Regarding Mr. Todd's resignation | 

the commissioner found that it was 

partly due to ill health, partly because 

he found the work uncongenial, and 

partly because of the procrastination 

and indecision of one member of the 

government: but largely because he 

was opposed to the letting of any con- 

tract for the east side route until pro- 

vision had been made for the connect- 

ing bridges. 

In addition to the $120,000 received 

(hy Mr. Tennant from the Nova Scotia 

Construction Company and covered by 

the commissioner in his interim re- 

port, Mr. Stevens finds that Mr. Ten- 

drafts on the construction company. 

He finds that Mr, Tennant used some 

of this money to promote the election 

of candidates to the Provincial Legis- 

lature in the election of 1917, and 

Mr. Tennant also subscribed 

money in other ways. Mr. Tennant at 

that time was financially interested in 

the contract of May, 1916, between 

the Nova Scotia Construction Company 

and the St. John and Quebec Railway 

Company, and that the construction 

company had claims against the rail- 

way company and that the capital 

stock of the railway company was 

vested in the government and the rail- 

way's directors appointed by the gov- 

ernment; under these circumstances 

Mr. Tennant was guilty of improper 

conduct in having anything to do with 

campaign funds even for legitimate 

purposes during the said election, or 

while he was interested, directly or | 

indirectly, in the said contract. In: 

in the public interest that they money, | 

by the manner in which some of the 

witnesses gave their evidence) yet 

without additional evidence, of which 

[ arsume there is at oresent none 

ilable and applying the recognized 

principles, applicable to tae criminal 

law, on the trial of persons accused 

of crime, such evidence is insuificient. 

in my judgment to justify a conviction 

thereon 

A Fictitious Tender. 

The commissioner finds that while 

the Kennedy & McDonald tender of 
May 5, 1916, was fictitious, he is not 
satisfied that it was used to evade the 

results of fair competition or with any 

intention of defrauding the public or 

any person. He says: “I tthink its use 

an abortive attempt to give the ap- 

pearance of competition where, fianlly 

none was expected and soften public 

comment, perhaps to avoid or lessen 

the risk of new tenders being called 
for or demanded because only one was 
filed; and possibly also in further- 

ance of the agreement whereby Ken- 
nedy & McDonald were to get a sub- 

contract at agreed or favorable/prices 

and divide the profits with Mr. Nagle.’ 

The commissioner then cites cases 

bearing upon that question. 

’ 

Has a Suspicion. 

The commissioner finds that while 

the evidence submitted does not war- 

rant him in coming to the conclusion 

that any member of the government 

or of the legislature was improperly 

concerned in the negotiations which 

weer carried on with reference to the 

two contracts awarded to the N. S. 

yConstruction Co. and the sub-contracts 

awarded to Kennedy & McDonald and 

Smith & Merrithew, vet he has a sus- 

picion that possibly “some members 

of tshe government of persons on be- 
half of the government and with its 

approval were improperly concerned 

in these negotiations with a view to 

raising campaign funds; the assist 

ance rendered by Mr. Tenannt while 

interested in the main contrast, anil 

by Mr. Jones, while a member of the 
legislature, friendly to Smith & Mer- 
rithew, Ltd., whose prices with the 

exception of those allowed Kennedy 

& McDonald were better than those 

allowed other -sub-contractors, and 

the forgetfulness or worse of other 

witnesses, rather tended to strength- 
en that suspicion, and the denials of 
Mr. Nagle with reference to the Keny 

nedy & McDonald contract, as well 

as some of the statments made by Mr. 
Lindsay were not at all convincing. 

Should Have Testified. 

The commissioner continues: “In 
this connection, however, 1 desire to 

state that the evidence of Hon. Mr. 

Baxter, ex-attorney general, who ap- 

poared voluntarily on my invitation 

because of some evidence which if 
allowed 'to- go umchallengdd, might 

have seemed unfair to him, in an in 

vestigation of this kind, exonerates 

him in my opinion, from any improper 

connection with the subject matter of 
this inquiry; ‘and while there was no 

1446, and; 

Farmers and Dairymen 
We cordially invite you to call and se - 

stration of the dpa 

Gray-Dort Automobile 
; Every part can be seen in action. This 

direct from the New York Auto Show and is his ditly Gon 
that has the new and up-to-date method of demonstrat=- 
ing the many improvements in motor car construc- 
tion. Everyone is weicome. Come in. 

LAWLOR & CAIN 
Opposite the New Post Office. 
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Patent Medicines 
We always save you money on Patent 

Medicines. Note some of our Prices. 
3 

pre — 
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Pink Pills 3 

Fruitatives, large i ; ! : 39¢ 

Fruitatives, small % ; Nh Ra 

Zam Buk : ; i i ” : 39¢c 

Chase's Pills \ ; . : x 21c 

Chase’s Ointment ¥ . : Selig To 

Chases’ Nerve Food . . 

Minard Liniment : 

Beef, Iron and Wine 

41c 

19¢ 

- 45¢ 

Scott’s Emulsion : ; 60 and $1.20 

Castoria " } 2 ; ROR Rl 

Babys Own Tablets 19¢ 

Many others at equally low prices 

Government stamp tax added to these prices. 

Branch Stores Woodstock and St. John 

The Whittemore Trio 
And Miss Lucille Adams, of the Redpath Bureau,

 Boston. 

FRIDAY EVENING, 15TH OPERA HOUSE, 

Under the patronage of His Honor Lieulenant G
overnor and 

Mrs. Pugsley. 

Proceeds in aid of the Y. W. G.'A. Hut Fund, Overseas.
 

Plan of Hall at Ryan's Drug Store. Reserved Seals H0e. 

(Connzzued on page 4.) 
General admission 35¢. 


