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Mr. Parsons Defends the 

Present Fiscal System 
Head of Canadian Manufacturers’| Associ- 

ation Delivers a Vigorous Address--- 

Takes a Rap at Western Grain Growers 

Who Oppose Protection--Says Labor 

and Capital Must Stand Together---After 

the War Problems are Discussed. 

Montreal, June 12—Opening his ad- 

dress as president of the ‘Canadian 

Manufacturers Association here to- 

day, Mr. Parsons said: “There are 

two subjects of sufficient importance 

io claim our particular consideration 

this year and upon which we should 

focus our attention. The first ques- 

tion has to do with the relationship 

between employers and employees, 

and the second problems of tariff, 

particultarly as affecting manufac- 

turers and agriculturists. In discuss- 

ing these topics I am sure you will 

agree with me in saying that we 

should lay aside any ingrained prej: 

udices or conclusions which would 

prevent us from reaching decisions 

that are unselfish broadminded, and 

national in scope. 

Capital and Labor 

“Let us consider the question which 

is usually dealt with under the head- 

ing of ‘Capital and Labor’. We have 

been learing many things during the 

past four years. It would be a great 

pity if the fine iddalism which is 

being preachad could not be turned to 

useful account as far as possible. If 

democracy is going to be anything 

more than a label on an empty bottle 

it must characterize our human re- 

lationships and actions. We have per- 

haps unconciously, ignored to some 

oxtent the human element in giving 

effect to the relationship existing be- 

tween employer and employed. The 

old days when in small shops the so- 

called “master” worked with his men 

often at the same bench, and each 

called the other by name, there was 

continuous friendly intercourse 

which resulted in producing good re- 

lations throughout. Afterwards with 

the introduction of machinery there 

was brought about an industrial rev- 

elation. Instead of the small shop 

with its few workers there was the 

great factory with many hands, so 

that it soon came to pass that employ- 

er and employee did not often meet 

or even know each other. It was quite 

natural, therefore, to expect that dis- 

agreements would arise between the 

two chief interests involved that have 

led here and there to occurrences of 

which either side could possibly be 

proud. 

Must Stand Together 

“Looking around us, and especially 

in old world countries, though not 

unknown even in Canada, there are 

armed camps of capital and labor I 

have no hesitation in saying that 

these should find some method of 

union. These two classes must stand 

together in their own interests. There 

must be a meeting ground where an- 

tagonism and suspicion shall not 

dwell. Now the question is as to how 

to bring about a better relationship 

No one will question the advisability 

of trying to regain an attitude akin 

to that which prevailed in the seven- 

teenth century when there was a 

glory and a pride in trade and craft. 

which has been largely lost out of 

our industrial life. What a day it 

would be if we could make a song of 

our work instead of a dirge of our 

grievanc¢es. Capital on the one haad 

must realize the duty of caring for 

the welfare of all those associated in 

industry, and labor must be ready to 

cooperate to the fullest possible ex- 

tent in the spirit of helpfulness. My 

own opinion, is that each individual 

industry will work out its own plans 

applicable particularly to the special 

conditions governing the concern. 

Mr. Parsons then outlined the var- 

ious cooperative schemes attempted 

as representatives of labor and capital 

in manufacturing enterprises, insur- 

ance and annuities, and remarked: 

The Tariff Discussed 

“More than a generation ago the 

national policy was brought into ex: 

istance and, therefore, the great ma- 

jority of men doing business that day 

please, 
daddy.” 

“Why Bob 
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it you'll have it 
10 enjoy longer!”’ 
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in Canada do not remember the hard 

and trying years before its introduc- 

tion in 1878. At that time the country 

was making little headway under a 

revenue tariff of twelve and a hall 

cents. We are now in danger, espec- 

ially on account of ‘the propaganda 

of one section of our population, of 

failing to profit by our experience, 

losing our balance and blindly yield- 

ing to the demand for undermining 

that which has proved to he that 

great bulwark of our nation, industrial 

and commercial life. 

Agitation in the West 

It was understood when union gov- 

ernment was formed, that the agita- 

tion of the western grain growers for 

the abolition of the tariff would not be 

continued during the period of the 

war. This has been denied by some 

of the grain growers during the ses- 

sion of parliament just ended, but 

a newspaper report of an address by 

Hon T. A. Crerar, at Winnipeg, in 

the election campaign credits him 

with saying that the tariff is not the 

issue at the present time. The great 

outstanding issue is the winning of 

this war. “The manufacturers, there- 

fore, accepted this view and would 

have respected the same throughout 

if others had done so. We have found 

however, that in the western pro- 

vincial legislatures resolutions have 

been passed asking for the removal 

of the duty on agricultural imple- 

ments as a socalled ‘“‘war measure”. 

In farmers papers and other organs 

there has been carried on a constant 

agitation against the tariff and de- 

nunciation of the manufacturers. 

Grain growers have recently challen- 

ged manufacturers to come out open- 

ly and declare themselves upon the 

tion has ben forced upon us and it 

is, therefore, necessary to deny that 

any of the unfair, erroneous and mis- 

leading statements that have been 

made for the purpose of trying to 

prejudice the minds of tha public 

against manufacturers and manufac- 

turing interests of this country. “Our 

statements should be prefaced with 

the remark that the manufacturers 

of this country along with all other 

classes, are vitally interested in the 

success of the agriculturists and will 

not be satisfied until all inequalities 

or unfair burdens, are accomplished. 

It surely is not necessary to do this 

however, at the expense of other 

classes and at the risk of our great 

industrial fabric, built up with great 

care and national efficiency. 

Demand for Reciprocity 

“We are told that especially in the 

west, peopled so largely with Ameri- 

can citizens of an excellent class, 

is more or less of a demand for reci- 

procity, if not closer connection, with 

the United States. While as Canad- 

jans we value more than ever our 

friendship with the great nation to the 

south of us, yet we believe we have 

an important part to play as an in- 

tegral portion of the great British Em- 

pire and in working out our own fu- 

ture. When there was an agitation for 

reciprocity in 1911, and which certain 

elements in our population are now 

trying to revive, the majority of the 

people decided against it and in favor 

of a continuance of our national, po- 

litical and industrial policy and en- 

tity. The war demands of reciprocity 

that have been created are hardly a 

valid argument for their operation in 

normal times from a national stand- 

point. 

“It would appear from the propa- 

ganda being waged with such vehem- 

ence against the measures of Can- 

ada that the chief view presented isl 

that the tariff is retained solely to 

benefit the manufacturers and to op- 

press all other classes of the people, 

the farming community in particular. 

Cannot Keep Silent 

It is therefore quite evident that 

the time has come when the manufac- 

turers of this country can no longer 

keep silent, either in their own inter- 

the interests of labor, or the 

(Continued on page 3.) 
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tariff question. Some measure of ac- 

Advertise in the Mail 

You can’t enjoy farm labor with tired, aching 
feet. So, boys, slip your feet into Palmer’s 
Summer Packs. Made from durable yet soft, 
pliable, oil-tanned, Skowhegan waterproof lea- 
ther—the ideal farm shoe for comfort and wear. 

Easy to put on and take off. Large eyelets, 
quickly laced. Solid leather heel, sole and 
insoles. Bellows tongues. 
Ask your dealer to show you “Moose Head Brand” 

JOHN PALMER CO., LIMITED 
Fredericton, N.B., Canada 

Wholesale Dry Goods and Woolens 

House Furnishings 
For Spring 

Lace Curtains ‘ 
| 8crim Curtains 

Curtair Muslip and Drap> 
erles of all kinas 

Cretunnies and Casement 
Cl~hs ; 

hive Bed Spreads 
Towels, Napkins and Ta- 

ble Linens 
Ollcloths and Linoleums 
Carpets, Rugs and 8quares 

Prices Lowest Possible. Goods sold to the Trade only. 

Vassie & Company, Ltd 
WHOLESALE DRY GOODS and WONLENS 

8T. JOHN, N. B. 

Our Motto: Promptness, Accuracy, Cou. tesy, Care. 

Imperial Dyspepsia Tablets 
Price 25c. | 

& 
Restores normal digestion. 

Sold only by 

| C. FRED CHEST THE QUALITY DRUG STORE 
572 Queen Street. 

Have you a Bath Room in your 
Home? 

IF NOT, WHY NOT ? IN TOWN OR COUNTRY 
We can equip your farm, home and buildings with city conveniences— 

heating, lighting, sewage disposal sy tem; bath root, hot and cold water at 

tap; pneumatic water systems and efficient fire protection. 

HOW TO GET FULL JNFORMATION. Call at our establishment ana 

we will show you how, or drop us a post card and we will call upon you at 

your convenience. 

D. J. SHEA & SON. 
Sanitary Plumbing & Heating 81 Carleton Street 

“NEW BRUNSWICK GROWN" 

ORDERS SHOULD NOW BE PLACED for early May delivery. We make i 

specialty of APPLE TREES, SHRUBS, HEDGING, ROSES and STRAW- | 

BERRY PLANTS. 

comprising the leading varieties, including Mcintosh Red, Famuese, Wealthy, 

Dudley and Bethel. Write for 

Experts have pronounced our Apple Trees excellent, 

This season’s stock will soon be exhausted. 

terms. Discount for cash with order. Mail orders solicited. 

ST. JOHN VALLEY NURSERY . 
BURTON, N. B. 
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) THE THRIFT OVERLAND MODEL 90 ™%.n 
BEST VALUE IN THE MARKET IN MEDIUM PRICED CAR — 

25 Miles to Gallon Gasoliline, ) 

Have You See the NEW CHALMERS ENGINE with the “Hot Spot?” 
The car that holds the world’s records. Come in and look 
them over. 

FREDERICTON MOTOR SALES (C0., 
'PHONE 352-11. QUEEN STREET, FREDERICTON, N. B. 
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and get results


