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GRAFT WAS RAMPANT.

The St. John Standard, the finan-
cial and political backers of
have been hard hit by the
revelations the potato en-
quiry, devotes a column of its valu-
able space in a labored attempt to
show that the loss sustained by the

which
amazing

made at

province was a legitimate one and that
Mr. W. B. Tennant in coming to the
rescue with Valley Railway funds re-
ally acted in the capacity of a Dbig-
hearted philanthropist. It goes on to
say that war conditions made it im-
possible to secure tonnage and that a
combination of circumstances turned
what would have been a profitable
transaction into a decidedly unprofit-

able one, The organ sagely admits

L A
that the course decided upon by Hon. P
Mr. Clarke involved concealment and|;

juggling and was a poliey of weakness
rather than of strength, and seriously
puts forth the argument that the pro-
‘;'ince lost ne money by the transac-
tion.

The Standard editor has a mighty
poor opinion of the intelligence of his
readers if he expects them to swallow
-such balderdash as that. Boss Tweed,
in the palmy days of Tammany, never
pulled off a deal charged with so much
crookedness, falsehood and deceit as
were involved in the patriotic potato
transaction. It was a disgraceful
fraud on the public from start to fin-
ish, and the men responsible for ft
should be ashamed to ever appear on
a public platform again and ask the
suffrage of the electors. In trying to
explain away such a transaction, the
Standard is merely adding insult to
injury. It surely cannot entertain the
hope that an intelligent and long suf-
fering public will take its utterances
seriously.

“The fact remains,” says the Stand-
ard in summing up, “that the province
lost no money and that there was no
gralty

The St. John Globe, a paper that
cannot be accused of undue friendli-
ness towards the present government,
replies effectively to the Standard’s at-
titude under the caption, “There was
Graft,” and here is what it says:

“Any and every effort to make it
“appear that
“money in

the province lost no
the

against

potato transaction
the

the money which repaid

“brings up sworn state-
“ment that
“the loss came from the profits of a
“government contract awarded after a
“member of the contracting firm had
“negotiated with the Premier of New
“Brunswick to provide the money if
“he got the contract. It is
“that this arrangement was

on record
discussed,
“and it is on record that the contract
“was awarded and he potato loss made
“good out of the profits. That is stone
“wall testimony that cannot be got
“around or explained away. It is the
“proof that the province did lose and
“that there was graft.
“why all legislative members identi-
“fied with that phase of the affair
“should be firmly asked to step down
“and out, and to stay out.”

It is the reason

There is no mistaking the meaning
of the Globe’s utterance. It is a noti-
fication to Hon. J. A. Murray, Hon, J.
B. M. Baxter and Hon, B. Frank Smith
—the leading lights of the local oppo-

sition—and to Mr. George B. Jones,|.

M.P.P., the tame follower and cus-
todian of boodle funds, that their use-

fulness in public life is at an end. Will
these great political has-beens act on}
the hint or will they tarry by the way-
side until they hear something drop? |
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When our old friend, Mr. A. R.
Gould, of Valley Railway fame, reads
the evidence of graft and crooked
work taken in the patriotic Dotato en-
quiry, he will probably conclude that
his escape from the clutches of such
an outfit was a lucky and timely one.
He certainly got out while the getting
out was fairly good.

*»>-—

Mr. W. B. Tennant was not the first
man in the province to gather in $100,-
000 in “advance profits” on a railway
deal. The idea had its origin in the
the mind of a gentleman named Flem-

ming, who gathered in a similar

am- !

ount in a like manner from one A. R.
Gould in the spring of 1912.

-
-

The St. John Standard clajims that
there was nothing wrong with the pa-
triotic that the
money donated by Mr. Tennant was

potato transaction;

merely used to make good a loss. Thel
Fredericton graft organ has not yet
expressed an opinion.
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The St. Croix Courier, for mnnyl
vears the personal organ of the late
Hon. G. J. Clarke, seems to be treat-
ing the patriotic potato enquiry with

silent contempt.

N
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Mr. George B. Jones, M. P. P., the
other day swore that $10,000 of the
Valley Railway boodle fund went to
‘Westmorland the
It was a

and was used in
Mahoney-Smith by-election.
fairly large sum, but it failed to win
the election.

N
0

The name of William

Thompson,
the mysterious personage who tele-’
graphed $33,000 to F. W. Sumner, of
Moncton, from this city, does not ap-
pear on the city assessment roll.
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Save for Victory Bonds.
& - - * . - -

The potato politicians had their own
ideas of greater production.
- - * - . - -

Axle grease advanced at the same
time butter did. Make your own jokeAf
¥ » * * * L *

Why go abroad to see ruins? Look|
at the once glorious patriotic potato

business! 3
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With Turkey it is merely a matter
of deciding who is going to do the’
carving.

. * * A = = L]

Besides being a potato raising coun-
try, N, B. seems to’be good ground for
potato politicians.

* - - = = - .

Bulgaria to Turkey and Austria:
“Come on in; the unconditional sur-
rendering is fine!”

= * El * * - .

It is easy to guess what will “hap-
pen to Jones” if he doesn’t tell all he
knows about that $61,500.

Ed - - - = . »

Gen. Allenby has 50,000 Turks in
his pen without a single Turkish bath
among them.

= - - - - Ed -

Doubtless the angels smile when
they see a fisherman with a $25 outfit
vanking a two-inch sucker out of the
water.

= * * * * * *

No, Mr. Simp, Commissioner Me-
Queen will not be able to show how
much of that $10,000 lump of the boo-
dle fund which came to Fredericton
found its way into the big car.

)
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MR. P. J. HUGHES
Counsel for the Government in the
Patriotic Potato Enquiry.

GERMANS ARE
FALLING BACK

Amsterdam, Oct. 12.—General Von!
Lieber, writing in the Taeglische Run-|
schau of Berlin, indicates the 1'ctire-]
ment of the German armes to the line
of Lille-Maubeuge, Metz and Dieden-
hofen,

The writer says he has laid |

the strategic chess board on which the
German fatherland is t obe defended
outside its own frontier.

Private Rogdrs Wounded

.Pri\{ate Robert Rogers ot Mauger-
\'llle.' infantry is reported admitted to
h]osmtal with gunshot wounds in the !
chest. {
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JUDGE CROCKET
MAKES CRITICISM

(Continued from Page Five)

larations from a person taken before
him “in a state of intoxication or ap-
parently under the influence of liquor"”
for the purpose of founding a prose-

lcution against another person involv-

ing the most severe and extreme pen-
alties of fine and imprisonment is so
utterly subversive of all principles of
British justice and Christian ethics,
that I cannot refrain from expressing
my regret that such a provision has
found a place upon the pages of the
statute law of New Brunswick.
Sub-Inspector Criticized
Enacted ostensibly for the promot-
ion of the virtue of temperance, I can
conceive of no law which is more sur-
ely calculated to produce the serioas
crime of perjury. Mr. Finley, the local
inspector, in his zeal for the cause of
temperance, by himself attempting to
read into the this remarkable section
words which the Legislature had
omitted, caused a solemn declaration
to be made, which would and could
not otherwise have been made. Rec-
ognizing that his printed form of
questions did not meet the require-

< ments of the case, he undertook to

make the question “Have you today
drunk any liquor” read ‘ have you ro-
day had or drunk any liquor etc” so
that the question be enswered in affir-
mative, and the full duress providad
by this section applied to the prisoner
This alteration of the question accom-
plished its purpose, but the proceed-
ings still lacked the esesntial re-
quisite of the prisoner’s admission
that he had drunk liquor on that day,
and neither he nor the magistrate had
any right or authoriy under the terms
of this section or otherwise to require
any further sworn statement whatso-
ever. The solemn declaration was
therefore absolutely void and incap-
able of founding a prosecution for
perjury.

It was contended by the Deputy At-
torney General that the commitment
might be supported as a result of the
modification which the Parliament of
Canada had made in the law of per-
jury by section 171 of the Criminal
Code notwithstanding that the Police
Magistrate had mo authority to take
the solemn declaration upon which the
charge was based. If this solemn dec-
laration could be properly held to con-
stitute “an assertion as to a matter of
fact made by a witness as part of his
evidence in a judicial proceeding upon
oath or affirmation” and as being in-
tended by the prisoner to mislead “the
person holding the proceeding” within
the meaning of the definition of per-
jury in sect. 170 of the Code and
the prisoner had been tried upon a
charge of perjury founded upon that
section, the judgment of the majority
of the Judges of the Supreme Court of
Canada in Drew v. The King, reported
in 6 Criminal Cases, 424, would, I ap-
prehend have concluded the question.

The provision of sect. 171 relied up-
on, however, specifically and clearly
relates to a judicial proceeding “with-
in the meaning of the 1
section”

ast preceding
a witness “as part of
his evidence upon oath or affirmation
or “by affidavit or otherwise”
an assertion,

where

makes
etc., “intended to mis-
lead the person holding the procead-
ing.” That is mot perjury with
which the prisoner was charged in
this case, and I do not think that what
took place before the Police Magis-
trate under the provisions of sect. 170
of the Intoxicating Liquors Act, as
was pretended, could in any possible
view of the facts or of the law be pro-
perly held to be a judicial proceeding
within the meaning of sect. 170 of the
Criminal Code. The prisoner was
charged with an offence set forth in
the terms I have already quoted, and
which sect. 172 clause (a) of the Code
designates as perjury.

It is under the express terms of this
section essential to the establishment
of an offence thereunder that the so-
lemn declaration upon which the false
statement charged is mad= must be
shown to be one taken upon an occas-
sion “where by some Act or law in
force in Canada or in any province of
Canada it is required or permitted
that fact be ascertained, etc., mpon
the oath, affirmation, declaration or
affidavit, ete.” Sect. 170 of the In-
toxicating Liquor Act, under which
these remarkable proceedings purpor-
ted to have been conducted, neither
required or permitted any such solemn
declaration to be made, and there be-
ing fortunately, I think for the good
name of Canada, mo other jaw which
countenances or warrants such pro-
ceedings, the prisoner was guilty of
no offence cognizable under the Crim-
inal Law for which he could properly
be prosecuted. For the same reasons
I have mentioned he certainly could
not be guilty of the offence with which
he was charged and for which he is
now detained, and I shall therefdre
order his discharge from imprison-
ment.,

the

Kind words are never lost unless a
woman puts them in a letter and gives
it to her husband to mail,

BLACK WOLF MUFFS
NATURAL WOLF MUFFS
TAUPE WOLF MUFFS
BLACK LYNX MUFFS
NATURAL LYNX MUFFS
RED FOX MUFFS

for Ladies and Children.

ALASKA SABLE MUFFS

THIS IS THE SEASON
" FOR FURS

Our selection this year is more varied and extensive than ever.
AUSTRALIAN LYNX MUFFS

NATURAL LYNX STOLES
BROWN LYNX STOLES
RED FOX STOLES
AUSTRALIAN LYNX STOLES
ALASKA SABLE STOLES
MINK STOLES

NATURAL COON MUFFS

MINK MUFFS

BLACK WOLF MUFFS
TAUPE WOLF STOLES
BLACK LYNX STOLES

All furs guaraneed.

John J. Weddall & Son

By order of the Board of Health, no goods will be allowed on approbation until

further notice.

WHOLESALE

LANTERNS |

Cold Blast Lanterns, Shoit and Long Globe, Plain
Tin ;and Japanned Finish. Dark Lanterns.

Globes, Wicks and Burneis.

R. Chestnut & Sons

PLUNMBERS AND HEATERS

THE HARDWARE PEOPLE
RETAIL

the Victory Loan Campaign

lows:
At Stanley, Fair, Oct. 8th—
Speakers—
Very Rev, Dean Neales,
R. B. Hanson, Esq.
C. D. Richards, Esq.
At Kingsclear, Temperance
Hall, Oct. 9th—
Speakers—
Dr, Crocket, M. L. A.
Chancellor Jones
At Millville, Oct. 9th—
Speakers—
Col. McLeod, M. P.
Rev. G. C. Warren,
At Harvey Station, Public Hall
Oct. 10th—
Speakers—
Judge Wilson, R. B. Hanson, Esq.
At New Maryland (Nason=
worth), Oct. 10th—

Speakers—
J. Bacon Dickson, Esq. .
Prof., Stiles, Rev. Mr. Lewis.

At Marysville, Oct. 11th—
Speakers—

The Bishop, Hon. O, S. Crocket.

Speakers—
R. W. McLellan, Esq.
C. D. Richards, Esq.
At Burtt’s Corner, Foresters’
Hall, Oct. 12th—
Speakers—
Hon. J. H. Barry,
J. J. F. Winslow, Esq.
Other Meetings will be announced;
later.

WANTED—At once, an experienced

At Pokiok, Public Hall, Oct. 11 |

VICTORY LOAN, 1918

MEETINGS in the interests of

have been arranged as fol-

waitress at “Ye Mecca Tea Rooms.”
Apply to Miss G. A. Young, York st.

CARD OF THANKS.

—

Mrs.. A. C. Whitehead and family, of
Upper Queensbury, wish to thank their

friends and neighbors for their many
acts of kindness and sympathy in their |
recent sad bereavement. also for the
beautiful floral tribues.

{
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Conservation Recipes

The Women’s Food Conservation Committee
of Fredericton has issued an attractive book of
“Conservation Recipcs,” which every house wife

should have.

The book contains 35 pages and about 160 re-

cipes, besides some very valuable and useful in-
formation.

The books will be offered for sale throughout
the Province.

In Fredericton the stores of Jas.

Hall and McMurray & Co.
Only 25c¢ each.

S. Neill, C. W

have them for sale.

Taxidermy Work
Of All Kinds

Game Heads, Birds, Fish and Rugs done by last-

ing methods, remind you of your bunting trip years

afterward.

281 Queen Street, Fredericton, N. B.
y and Branch, Vanceboro, Me.
Send for shipping tags. 'Phone 577-31

GEO. A. DAVIS

-

Ladies’ Fur Coats in Mamot, Muskrat and Hudson Seal. White Furs.
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