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 THE RUSSIAN SITUATION
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DISCUGSED IN THE

BRITISH PARLIAMENT

liberal Member Enquiries About Rumors
as to Japan’s Intentions---Mr. Bai-
four Says Russians are Completely
Helpless in Face of Hun Aggression.

(By Canpadian Press direct wire.)

LONDON, March 15.—H. B. Lees-Smith, Liberal member
for ‘Northamplon, who several days ago nolified the House of
his intention, asked Foreign Secretary Balfour whether he
could give the House any information regarding the rumors as
to the intentions of Japan in Russia, and what was the altitude
of Great Britain on this subject.

Mr. Lees-Smith hoped that Great Britain would follow the
line of policy laid down by President Wilson. If she did not,
butl gave way to the desires of Japan, she would not be working
for her own best interests, for Russia, despite what had hap-
pened, would remain a great couniry and when she revived,
demaocratic and stronger, Greal Britain would be glad to have
her as a friend.

Alexander M. Scolt. Liberal, Glasgow, conlended (hal the

iparison with the menace with which the whole Allied eampaign
‘and strategy in the east were threatened.

“If there was the slightest foundation for Mr- Lees-Smilh’s
‘confention that whenever foreign troops invade a counlry they
inevilably stay there and annexation results,” said Mr. Balfour,

(' was a very serious lookout for Northern France.”

MR. BALFOUR SAID RUSSIA IS A DERELICT
WITH NO POWER TO RESIST THE GERMANS

|G. T. EMPLOYES
AT PORTLAND
MAY STRIKE

(Canadian Press direct wire.)
Portland, Me., Mar. 15. — Members
of the International Brotherhood of
Railroad Station Men employed here
by the Grand Trunk Railway adopted
a resolution yesterday in favor of a
stirke to enforce demands for the re-
instatment of two discharged men,
and asserted ‘that if the strike were
called it would affect 5,000 station em-
ployes of the roa\d in this country and
Canada. Robert Neil of Boston, presi-
dent of the Brotherhood, who came
here tonight, said he was endeavoring
to have the grievances of the men re-
ferred to the arbitration boards of

Canada and the United States.

MILITARY
AUTHORITIES

(Canadian Press direct wire.)
Toronto,

causes, blame

anyone.

no being attached

PILOT McKAY DISCHARGED.

(Canadian Press direct wire.)
Halifax, March 15.— The habeas
corpus application in the case of Pilot
McKay, who was committed for ftrial
Ion the charge of manslaughter in con-
nection with the Imo-Mont Blanc col-
lision, which caused the Halifax dis-
aster, was allowed today by Judge
(Russell, who stated in his judgment
that there seemed to be no vital evi-
\dence yhatever upon which an un-
biased tribunal could hold Pilot Me-
Kay criminally culpable.

PERSONAL.

doctors,

the proceedings.

manslaughter, and a detective was on
hand with warrants for their arrest.

DUTCH SHIPS

Mr. John .B. Cudlip.of St. John, 'is
at the Queen.

Mr. A. L. Foster of St.. John, arriv-
ed in the city today.

IMr. I. Archibald of Boston, is at the
Queen.

Mr. Thomas K. Sweeny of St. John,
is in the city.

‘Mr. M. MeGourty of St. John, is at
the Barker House.

Mr.-M. N. Cockburn of St. Audrcws
is a guest at the Barker House.

(Canadian Press direct wire.)
The Hague, '‘Mar. 15. — The Nether-
lands government, according to high
authority here, was not informed that
unless the Dutch ships in Allied ports
were unreservedly delivered to the Al-
lies by March 18 they would be taken
over. But the British minister at the
i Hague informed the government that
unless a satisfactory

answer was

ExMayor James H., Frink of St. forthcoming by March 18 regarding
Jobhn, arrived in the city last night navigation of the danger zone by
Mr. F. C. Hunter of St. Stephen. is putch ships other measures would

at the Barker House.
‘Mr. A. A. Smart of Torontn,
the city.

is iu:have to ‘be taken to get these ships

| moving.
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Mr. Balfour considered4hal Mr. Lees-Smith’s idea that if
Japan /sent troops to Siberia she was cerlain o remain (here
was absurd and he believed Mr. Lees-Smith failed to realize
‘the conditions in Russia. Mr. Balfour did not think for a mo-|
ment that Germany was likely to try to send an army to Vladi-
vostok. It must be remembered that Japan, in any such move-
ment, would be a friend of Russia against Germany, and as
things were now, il was costly for Russia to offer any resisl-
ance to German penetration. Could not Mr. Lees-Smith see
that Russia was now a derelict upon the waters, with no power
of resistance whatever and that there would be German pene-
tration from end to end of Russia (hat would be abSolutely dis-
astrous for Russia.

“1 believe that the House does not know how far this pene-
tration has already gone. I suspecl that at this moment a Ger-
man officer would be much safer travelling through Russia than
would an Allied officer. Only one bank is allowed al Moscow
now, and that is a German bank. l

RUSSIA A COUNTRY OF SURPRISES AND IT IS :
IMPOSSIBLE TO PREDICT HER FUTURE

SHOULD BE CANADA FIRST

. HIISS CLEVELAND
~ WEDSINLONDON

“Russia sincerely desires to resist
this penetration. How can she do it
when every instrument to make re-
sistance possible has been destroyed?
I do not think that Germany will try
to send great organized forces from
Rigd to Vladivostok; that would be
an operation of great difficulty, and
from a purely military point of view

FREIGHT RATES
TO BE BOOSTED

Ottawa, Mar. 14. — The judgment
of the Railway Board, grantipg the
railways an increase of approximate-
ly 15 per cent. in freight and passen-
‘ger rates, goes into effect at midnight.

“This is the decision of the cabinet

council, which heard the appeal of the

western provincial governments, the
. Winnipeg board of trade and other

public bodies against the judgment.

. The judgment is modified, however,
by the provision that the new rates,
instead of being Iperma'nent, shall
cease to be effective one year after
the declaration of peace following the

* London, ‘March 15—FEsther Cleve-
land, daughter of the late Grover

an unnecessary and even fatal waste
of time.

“Russia has destroyed every instru-
ment of self-protection she once pos-
sessed; why cannot the Allies supply
what she now lacks? It would not be
done to satisfy greed, but because the
Allies believe Germany is really pene-
trating through the whole of that vast
Empire, not by armies travelling from
east to west, but by methods perfectly
well known to Germany. [

“That is the Allies’ point of view
and I ask the house to consider this
question from the Russian viewpoint.

German Plan is to Divide.

Russia is a country of surprises, and
it is imypoussibie to predict her future.
But the thing most to be feared for
Russia is that it is Germany’s inter-
est to foster and promote disorder. It
has always been Germany’s game that
other countries should be weary and
she knows that there is no better way
than in making them divided. What
would be the result of this disorder
and dividion? Men will at last look
round and say to themselves, ‘This
condition is intolerable and makes de-
fence impossible. Something must be
done, good or bad, to terminate the
chaos.’ "

Bolsheviki Now Want Army.

Mr. Balfour contrasted the French
revolution, which had resulted in the
creation of an army whose efficiency
was the wonder of Europe, with the
Russian revolution, which had deliber-
ately and completely destroyed every
fighting instrument. This destruction
involved also the gallant Roumanian
army. He cast not the slightest re-
flection on the Boisnheviki, but declar-
ed it was obvious to the world that

Gallery for Students.
Opera House Tonight. The gallery of the Opera House at
‘Whittemore Trio tonight at Opera .lonight's performance by the Whitte-
ouse. General admission 35 cents.|more Trio will be reserved for the stu-
Tickets for sale at the door. Concert|dents of the Provincial Normal
begins at 8.30. ! School. The seats have been purchas-
ed by the members of the House of
Assembly.

K. P’s at Marysville.

There was a large attendance of
members at the Marysville Lodge,
Knights of Pythias, last night. Some
interesting speeches were delivered
by several of the members. Quite an |
interest is being manifested by the
Marysyille Knights and the prospects
for some new members are very
bright.

To Provide Annuity.

A bill has been introduced in the
House of Assembly ‘to provide an an
ruity of four hundred dollars per year
for Mrs. Jane Dickson of Frederic-
ton, widow of the late J. Howe Dick-
son, former clerk of the executive
council.

LAGT AND ALL THE TIME

Notable Address by Sir Wilfrid Laurier at
an Irish Concert---Tribute to the Late
John Redmond

(By Canadian Press direct wire.)

Oltawa, March 15.—"0One way in which to keep our coun-
try on its high level is to make a firm resolution that it shall be
ranada first, Canada last and Canada all the time,” declared Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, leader of the opposition, in an address al an
[rish concert tonight.

The Liberal chieftain reviewed the Irish question briefly,
and declared that John Redmond had died broken hearted.
‘Mr. Redmond had followed in the footsteps of Daniel O'Con-
nell and Parnell, declared Sir Wilfrid, and had even succeeded
in 1914 in having placed on the stalule books of Great Britain
a law for which O’Connell and Parnell had striven, bul failed
to secure. The law was not put in force, however. ;

“Why was it held up?’ asked Sir Wilfrid. “It was not pul
into effect because some men under the guise of loyally pro-
mised lo bring on civil war. Then (he great war broke out and
it must be said, to the glory of John Redmond, that when he
saw the approaching peril he asked the Irish people to give
way for a time. [ speak of John Redmond and the Irish ques-
tion because it is a lesson for us in this country.

| Confederation Will Last. \

“The Canadian confederalion is not-on (rial. It is stable
and will last. - There may be a cloud, and they may be reverses,
but the lighl of freedom is always there, and will prevail in
the end.

the course they had taken rendered
them helpless in the face of the Ger-
man aggression.

. Cleveland, president of the United
~ Btates, was married Thursday in Wes
2 i, was married Thursday in

|
4

The Bolsheviki had now expressed a
genuine and earnest desire to recon-
struct the army, and would doubtless

Westminster Abbey to Captain W. S.!welcome the assistance of Great Bri-|the land of my ancestors,
- B, Bossanquet, D.8.0., of the Cold-{tafn jn carrying out that object. But' us all in this country.
. stream Guards, and son of Mr. Albert|guch reconstruction of the shattered ;

- Bosanqguet, according
- Braphi.
g L

(s the Daily|instrument of defence could not be ac-

complished in a day.

i “Canada is a difficult counlry to govern. There are many
“ungungos. many races and many religious beliefs: However,
it is not impossible. | do not expecl any Canadian (o forgel
lllis ancestors and (he country of his bieth. 1 would nol forget
dear old France. There is room for
[ am an old man now, but through my
ministry 1 always endeayored to keep Canada logether and
lmulm il a uniled people,”

EXONERATED

March 15.—The coroner's
jury inquiring into the death of Gun-
ner A. Neals, whose death from pneu-
monia was attributed by his parents
to carelessness on the patr of the mili-
tary authorities in removing him from
his home, returned a verdict tonight
to the effect that he died from natural
to
The jury recommended fuller
co-operation between civil and military
Notwithstanding the verdict,
the two men in charge of the ambu-
lance which remo¥ed Neals to the base
hospital, were arrested at the close of
The Crown, it is un-
derstood, had anticipated a verdict of

MUST MOVE

More Severe Fighting is
Reported on Western Front

o

British Airmen Account For Twenty-Four
Enemy Aircraf{--Enemy Artillery Con-
tinues Active--American Troops Cap-
ture and Hold some Enemy Trenches.

(Canadian Press direct wire.)

LONDON., March i4.—There was severe aerial fighling on
the western front Wednesday between large groups of British
and German machines, and British airmen accounted for 24
of the enemy. The oflicial statement reads:

“Aerial fighting was mosl severe; encounlers occurring be-
lween large formations. Nineteen hostile machines were shot
down and five others driven down out of control. Five of ours
are missing.

“Seven hundred bombs were dropped on enemy billets;.
[:nnnmniliun dumps and railway sidings at Courtrai and Denain.
IFurther reports of the raid on Freiburg say thal the bombs
dropped were seen lo burst on the railway station and around
the power station. Just after bombs were released, our form-
alion was altacked by a large number of machines, the fight
lasting until the enemy was forced lo withdraw. 'Three of
our machines did not return.”

FRENCH OFFICIAL STATEMENT TELLS OF BOMBING'
RAIDS ON ENEMY RAILWAY AND OTHER WORKS

PARIS, March 15.—The War Office tonight issued the fol-
lowing statement: “~The enemy artillery aectivity in Cham-
pagne, in the region of the Mont, in the Vosges, east of St. Die-
and in the region of Hartmann's Weilerkopf was less violenl.
During the day three German airplanes were destroyed by our
pilots. It is confirmed that one machine piloted by Sub Lieul.
Nalion deslroyed two German airplanes. Our aviators in sev-
eral sorties recently carried out bombardments, dropping 1800
kilograms of projectiles on railway slalions, works and air--
dromes in the enemy zone. ;

“Army of the East—Bombing raids were carried oul by
Allied aviators against the railway line belween Seres and
Drama, on enemy depots in the Vardar valley and against the
railway station at Beranci, north of Monastir.”

THE AMERICANS OCCUPY GERMAN TRENCHES,
INDICATING THEIR FIRST PERMANENT ADVANCE

With the American Army in France, March 15.—Amerieamn
troops in the Luneville sector have occupied and are holding
enemy trenches northeast of Badenviller, which they foreed:
the Germans to abandon through recent raids, and concentrat-
ed artillery fire. The irenches have been consolidated with
ours. This, though a small forward movement, marks the first
permanent advance by the American army in France. The
consolidation of the trenches enables the Americans and French
lo operate from higher ground than before. = The Germans
made only feeble attempts to retake the position, but easily
were repulsed.

Activity Near Ypres.

London, March 5.
ity in the Ypres sector and on {l

land captured a number of priso
guese lroops drove back an ene

reported in the official statement of the War Office
Ausfralian troops carried out sueccessful raids south of Ypres

Increased raiding and artiliery acliv-

e front north of Armentieres is
tonight-.

Near Armentieres Portu-
my altack.

Rers.

PESSIMISTIC
FEELING NOW
IN VIENNA

(Canadian Press direct wire.)

Amsterdam, Mar 15. — Tae Vienna
crrespondent of t.a Tiir o1ys: “De-
spite peace with Russia and in con-
trast -with the diplomatic world, the
feeling among the people of Vienna
continues pessimistic; pan-Germaus
qn forcing events are severely con-
demned.” After remarking that in
Austria Belgium is not regarded in
the nature of a pawn for the other oe-
cupied ternitories, the correspondert
attributes the German chancellor's in-
creased clearness regarding Belgium
to the influence of Count Czernin, tha
Austro-Hungarian foreign minister
and the opinions which have reached
the chancellor from Vienna and high
ecclesiastical spheres. He says he has
reason to believe that Germany will
soon speak even more clearly.

MELBA A DAME COMMANDER

GUERILLA
WARFARE IN
RUSSIA NOW

(Canadian Press direct wire.)

Petrograd, March 14.—The peasants
in the Polotsk district are conducting
guerilla warfare against the Germans.
| Polotsk is in the district between
Dvinsk and Vitebsk, on the Dvina. The
Russian staff on the west front has
been removed to Moscow from Smol-
ensk.

1t is announced that command of
the Baltic fleet has been offered to
Admiral Razvozov.

General Fitinsky, former aide de
campe to Emperor Nicholas, and later
chie fof staff under Grand Duke Nich-
olas, has been arrested in Moscow,
General Kaledines, hetman of the Don:
Cossacks.

FARM LANDS
FOR SOLDIERS

Winnipeg, March 15.—Nearly two
million acres have been set aside in
the Peace River district for the sold-

| (Canaqian reoss direct wire.)

§

London, March 15—Madame M(’Ib;l‘l
the opera singer, is made a [‘)um(‘!
Commander of the order of the British
Fmpire in the colonial honor list is-
sued today. ¢

jers’ settlement scheme, it is learnmed
today, says the Free Press bulletin,
and in addition all suitable farm lands
within 15 miles of the railway, locat-

ed in the northern portions of the
three prairie provinces, have heen re-
served for returned .men.



