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Germans Between Lille and the North RETIREMENT

Sea May Not Get Away as Retire-

ment Was Delayed --- Courtrai Fell|

~to British Yesterday

(By Canadian L ress direct wire.)

LONDON, Oct. 17.—The British have captured Lille. The
fall of Lille to the Allies takes from the Germans the last of
their great bastions which for four years held up the enemy
defensive systems from the North Sea to Switzerland. Cam-
brai Laon and St. Quentin have been given up in the last few
weeks, and now Lille completes the list.

.Bf—‘i—tish Have Taken Liile,
: Von Arnim Retreating

 ON LARGE SCALE
IS EXPECTED

GERMANS KEEP GUNS
CLOSE TO HIGHWAYS

The Huns Probably will Fall
Back at Least Thirty-five
Miles in the Lille=Douai
Sector.

With the Allied Armies in Belgiumm,
Oct. 16—The withdrawal of the Gar-
mans from ithe Lille-Douai seck,o; may
become more rapid daily. Information
which is considered reliable, indicates

The Germans on leaving Lille, which was captured today,
.did not set fire to the buildings or cause any explosions.

Lille, or Lisle, as the name of the town is otherwise spell,]
is the lai‘gest cit)f of France gained by the Germ.ans, and one
of the great fortresses guarding the French frontier. The old’
forts and citadel, however, were built so many years ago that
their worth in modern warfare is doubtful.

‘GRMAN RETIREMENT IN THE REGION OF LILLE
HAS ASSUMED THE PROPORTIONS OF A ROUT

PARIS, Oct. 17.—The whole of the German army of Gen.
Yon Arnim is in retreat from the North Sea to the region of
Lille, having been driven back and overthrown by the Allied at-
tacks today. The retirement is assuming the proportions of
a rout. Seventeen divisions comprise the army of Von Arnim.

Military observers here believe that Gen. Von Arnim will
have extreme difficulty in extricating himself from the position.
It is held that he remained too long against all strategic and
military laws, when outflanked and virtually surrounded.

BRITISH BELQIAN AND FRENCH TROOPS HAVE
CROSSED THE LYS AND PUSHED BEYOND MENIN

~ ALONDON, Oct. 17.—British forces entered Courtrai during
yesterday's fighting. The text of the official statement reads:

“On the 16th inst., despite the storm, Belgian, British and
French troops continued their attacks between Dixmude #nd
the Lys river. Brilliant assaults over a front of thirty-one miles
enabled them to advance an average depth of over three aud a
half miles. The Belgians trossed the Yser river, and ‘he ‘rit-
ish erossed the Lys, pushing beyond Menin to a depth of several
kilomertes. Thourout was captured by the Belgians. Accord-
ing to latest reports British troops have entered Courltrai.

“Twenty villages were delivered from the enemy. No fig-
ures are as yel available regarding prisoners and booty.”

»

Belgians Marching on Ostend.

~ London, Oct. 17.—Belgian forces under command of King
Albert, which crossed the Yser river, are marching on Ostend.
The Belgians have also'made progress in direction of Thielt.

A MONARCHY DONATIONS FOR
FOR BOHEMIA | THE RED CROSS
| IS FAVORED FESTIVAL

(Canadian Press direct wire.) Ashburnham Branch of Red Cross

Basel, Oct. 17— At a meeting of : S o ¢
delegates held at Budapest recently, Society are beginning to receive do

Deputy Deszinski, a Pole, openly an-|DRabtions for the festival it is to hold in
nounced that he was in favor of the the mear future. They are in the re-
establishment of a Bohemian republic ceipt of the following to Mrs. B. W.
with Professor Ernst Denin of Paris

2 X Akerley:
e e Blmar o $1.00
The majority, however, favored a Mrs. Weyman Wright .... 1.00
monarchy, headed by Prince Maximil-| pMrs. Ernest J. Akerley .... 2.00
fan of Hohenberg, son of Archduke ' . v s 1.00
Francis Ferdinand, whose assassina- 4 S :
tion at Sarajevo in June, 1914, gave MIS. Henrietta Brooks .. 1.00

rise to the trouble in Serbia which re- Mrs. Duncan Patterson .. <.
sulted in the outbreak of the war. Miss Maggie Patterson .. .. .. 5

Mrs. ILenas B. Stairs .... .... .50

that their tattered comrades are con-

'they may be called upon to flee for

that the enemy contemplates retiring
for at least thirty five miles on this
front and probably splitting his fifht
into four jumps to the rear. L

This evacuation has become neceéss
sary since the Allied victories in the
Cambrai area. Because of the defeats
inflicted upon the Germans in Flan-
ders, a retirement has now become a
movement of greatest urgency. En-l
emy artillery in the Lille area is now
being moved back five miles from the
front. Here, as everywhere also along
the entire British front, the Germans
are keeping their cannon either on or
near roads so that they can be moved
at a moment’'s notice. Prisoners cor-
roborate each others stories, saying

stantly uneasy, never knowing when
or where an attack is coming or when

their lives. As a mater of fact, it has
been expected that the enemy with-
drawal would begin sooner than it has
but apparently orders for this move-
ment were postponed because the
German high command wished to save
as much as possible of the materials
of war which are becoming increasing-
ly short. All prisoners are complaining
of a lack of supplies.

Lille itself will not be destroyed,
but the cause for this is unknown.
Certainly President Wilson’s note has
not yet had time to reach the Germans
at the front, It is not improbable that
the higher German command is be-
ginning to realize the horror that
would sweep over the world if beau-
tiful Lille should be levelled. The Brit-
ish, however, will be sure that pris-
oner’s statements that the city will be
spared are correct only when they
themselves are in Lille and find it
undefiled and undamaged.

ONE MILLION BRITISH LIVES.

London, Oct. 17.—Up to the present
nearly one million British lives have
been sacrificed in the war, according

ABDICATION
STORY STARTLED
" LONDONERS

REPORT WITHOUT
ANY CONFIRMATION

London Papers Published Story
as Authentic Last Evening
—No Unusual Demon=
stration.

(Canadian Press direct wire.)

London, Oct. 16—London’s populat-

ion was going home from work tonight,
news boys were lustily shouting the
news of the abdication of Emperor
William and Germany’s unconditional
surrender., Papers sold like wild fire,
the rumor causing intense excitement
and gratification, but there were no un-
usual demonstrations. The public is
becoming surfeited with news of big
events.
As the evening wore on, groups of
people assembled in various parts of
city, anxious to learn the latest news.
Newspaper offices were inundated
with telephone enquires of the same
nature, there being the greatest cur-
iosity on the part of the people to
learn of latest developments.

The fact that the meeting of the
Reichs&, scheduled for today, was
postponed coupled with the menacing
advance of the allied troops in Flan-
ders, created a general disposition to
believe that Germany would accept
President Wilson’s terms.

There was an air of great expec-
tancy in the lobbies of parliament and
there was much anxiety and there was
much activity in Downing Street at
the Foreign Office. All ambassadors
now in the city hurriedly visited goy-
ernment offices to consult ministers,
but up to ten o’clock no official infor-
mation as to the situation in Germany
had been received at the foreign office.

VORWAERTS IS
DESPONDENT |

Amsterdam, Oct. 17.—“The war is
coming to an end in such a manner as
no man in Germany desires,” said the
Vorwaerts of Berlin on Monday. “Let
us say it candidly. During all these
terrible four years the aim of our ef-
forts and sacrifices was to prevent
such an end.”

INSURING AGAINST PEACE

London, Oct, 16—(Canadian Press
despatch from Reuter’s Limited)
Lloyd’s today charged forty guineas
per cent for payment of total loss in
the event if peace be declared on or
before December, 31 and sixty guineas
per cent if declared on or before March
31, 1919,

ONLY 100,000 CASES.

New York, Oct. 17—Health Commis-
sioner Copeland estimated tonight that
there are “not more” than one hun-
dred thousand cases of Spanish influ-
enza in New York city. The total
number of cases reported by physi-
cians for the past seven days is 30,-

aa¢
332.

PERSONAL.

Mr. G. L. Clentin of Montreal is at

to information received by Reuter’s,
Limited.

the Barker House today.
Mr. 1. B. Underwood of New York
is in the city, ot L
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BY THE BRITISH

Armored Car Batteries and C
Italians in Severe Artillery

Battle Fronts.

BEIRUT AND TRIPOLI OCCUPIED
FORCE OPERATING IN PALESTINE

Captured Piret, in Serbia — Steady Progress on Various

FXPEDITIONARY

avalry in Important Action—
Engagement — Allied Forces

LONDON PRESS BELIEVES
BREAT UPHEAVAL WILL
DCCUR IN GERMANY

Disappearance of Kaiser From Gov-
ernment of That Country Immatep-
ial---Stories of Intended Abdication
Persist---Socialists Said to be Pre-
paring io Avert Anarchy

(Canadian Press afrect wire.)

LONDON, Oct. 17.—Rumors relative to the course Germany
may take toward replying to the note from President Wilson
form the main features of this morning’s newspapers. Some
are convinced that Germany’s unconditional surrender is com-
ing. Although the statement issued at the Foreign Office last
night shows that yesterday’s rumors were premature, extraor-
dinary reports concerning internal conditions in Germany are
printed. Some newspapers take it for granted that Emperor
William will abdicate. The Express says that for some time
he has been sending his valuables to Holland.

DISAPPEARANCE OF KAISER IMMATERIAL; WHAT
WILL BE SUBSTITUTED IS WHAT MATTERS

Some editorials express the view that the disappearance of
the Emperor is immaterial. ‘‘He is a mere symbol and a figure-
head of what we pledged to destroy,” says the Telegraph. ‘It
si what will be substituted for his insane and disastrous
rule that matters.”

Alteration of the German constitution, by which eivil power
would be admitted to a share in the control of matters pertain-
ing (o {he war, is a subject of utmost importance. By this al-
teration the Emperor would cease to be the supreme war lord.

“This step,” says the Daily News, “‘means broadly that the
Raiser has concurred with President Wilson, and is equivalent
to an admission that all is lost.”

INFORMATION OF ASTONISHING KIND INDICATING
A SERIOUS POLITICAL POSITION IN GERMANY

The Express claims to have trustworthy information to the
effect that Germany's surrender is imminent, adding: ‘““‘Some
cfficial information of an astonshing kind has reached Eng-
land, indicating a serious political position in Germany. This
Is even more serious than the military situation, and is respon-
sible for the coming debacle. A great civil upheaval is begin-
ning. The Socialists of Germany, fearing anarchy is about to
set in, and desiring to save the country from Russia’s experi-
ence with the Bolsheviki, have prepared a scheme of govern-
ment o take the reins if or when the Kaiser abdicates, in order
that it may exercise an immediate steadying influence.”

LONDON TIMES WARNS AGAINST THE DANGER OF
THE ENEMY ATTEMPT TO DIVIDE THE ALLIES

The Times says President Wilson has interpreted with re-
markable accuracy the minds of all the Allies, but warns of
the danger in the future, saying the business of building up
peace may come as suddenly as the war did. It recalls that the
Allies were not prepared for war, and asks if they are pre-
pared for peace. ‘“The principle of a united front should be
applied,” the Times continues. ‘It depends upon the United
States whether this unity is to be opposed to the altempt the
enemy will certainly make to divide the Allies.”

AN OFFICIAL
HUN ADMISSION
OF DEFEAT

Basel, Switzerland, Oct. 17.—Baron

NO RELAXATION
OF WAR EFFORTS,
SAYS CHURCHILL

London, Oct. 16— (Candaian press

LONDON, Oct. 17.—An official communication regarding operations in
“On the occupation of Beirut by our troops on October Sth,
Bal-

Satisfactory conditions prevail in the

PARIS, Oct. 16.—French forces have entered the city of Piret, in Serbia,
Piret is on the railroad be-

“On

In a surprise

A Mg “Chipman, Grant .... ....' .50
GERMAN P APER gt R L RN 1.00
: Mrs. Leonard Miller .. .60
UP Mrs. F. C. Brown .+ +... 100[Palestine says:
: lS S PRESSED MroW. B, Cronkhite .. .. .. 1.00 | sixty Turkish officers and 600 men of other ranks were made prisoners.
"“ Mr. Richard Cronkhite .. .25 | beck was entered by our armored car batteries October 9th, and it was ascer-
(Canadian Press direct wire.) Miss Gladys M. Draper .... 1.00 | tained a force of about 500 Turks had surrendered to the local inhabitants.
Amsterdam, Oct. 17.—The Deutsche | MI- John H. Fox .. « +» ++ 100 our advanced cavalry and armored cars also occupied Tripoli Sunday and
Zeitqng, one of the principal pan-Ger-| Mrs. Robert Monteith .. .. .. .. 1.00 Homs Tuesday without opposition.
aanic newspapers, has been suppress- 3 ; 09
ed for three days, according to the Ga- $15.25 recently occupied territory.
zette of Essen. The action on the part 2
of the German government is said to Farm Produce Donated STEADY PROGRESS IN SERBIA.
be probably a result of the newspaper Butter Eggs
describing the German reply to Presi-! Mrs. Odbur Lenentine 5 1bs.
gle:;t vavnl:lszrzliyl:ansg a disgraceful docu-'nNrg B R, Brooks 2 doz. | assording to an official statement Issued tonight.
“Furl your ﬂaéS, brave field grays, Mrs. R. R. Brooks 2doz. ! tween Nish and Sofia and is twelve miles from the Bulgarian frontier.
east and west. You are unconquered Mrs. W. Lenentine 2 1bs.
.fhe enemy, but beaten by the crum- Mrs. Leslie Grant 2 lbs. 1doz. ACTIVITY ALONG THE PIAVE.
\¥ % home front. | Mrs. Oran Patterson 1 doz. A B S i ol sy A
T | g ROME, Oct. 16.—The official communication issued today folows:
REICHSTAG TO MEET. (RN W Brow (8 dbe, / A B Lo 1 AR LR e
| Mrs. B. W. Akerley 5 1bs. the whole of the front our artillery has carrled out intense actions of fire on
fCanadian Press direct wire.) the enemy’s lines, back areas and transport along the Piave,
Basel, Oct. 17.—The German Reich- 17 lbs. 6 doz.

stag will meet on Friday to discuss
President Wilson’s note, according to
the German press.

4 prisoners. Monday night an enemy d
A new Turkish slogan—“Great f{s )

Allahnby!”

attack on the Asiago Plateau amd on the Asolone, twenty-one men were made

on Mount Corno, but was repulsed with heavy losses.”

etachment twice attacked our position

Burian, the Austro-Hungarian foreign
minister, recently declared, in regard
to the peace proposal:

“Although the Central Powers have
been able to face the new military sit-
uation, it must be stated that we can-
not hope any longer for a decisive suc-
cess by arms, while our adversaries
are not sure of their power to crush
our resistance. Hence further blood-
shed Is useless.

“We shall reach a cessation of hos-
tilities and enter into negotiations for
the conclusion of a general, lasting
and just peace.”

RESIGNATION
NOT ACCEPTED

(Canadian Press direct wwire.)
Amsterdam, Oct. 17—The Austrian
Emperor to accept
resignation of the cabinet of Premier
Wekerle, according to Budapest ad-

has declined the

vices recelved here. The Emperor said

| he had full confidence in the cabinet.

despatch from Reuters Limited) Speak-
ing at Manchester today Right Hon.
Winston Churchill said there must be
no relaxation of war efforts (cheers).
President Wilson’s firm and formid-
able reply to Germany would be heart-
ily endorsed by the allies. He empha-
sized the necessity of adequate guar-
antees before the allies consented to
release the pressure of their victorious
armies.

PEOPLE WILL
CONCLUDE PEACE

(Canadian Press direct wire.)

Zurich, Oct. 17.—"The counts de-
clared war, but the representatives of
the people will conclude peace,” the
Socialist newspaper, the Arbiter Zei-
tung, of Vienna, says in a current ar-
ticle on the situation created in the
Teutonic peace proposals and the re-
plies to them.

Mr. Thomas Whee of Toronto is in
the city.
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