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THE VALUE OF SNOW. 

“Snow and Its Vali: to 

the Farmer” in The Scientific Monthly 

(New York, February), Dr. Andrew 

H. Palmer, of the United States Wea- 

ther Bureau, 

probably 

It makes walking diffic1lt, 

Writing on 

reminds us that in cities 

does more harm than 

de- 
Snow 

good. 

lays transportation and interferes with 

To the farmer, 

Although 

wire communication. 

however; snow is an asset. 

it does make roads impas< tbte for 

time, and although in the plains of th
e 

west a heavy fall temporarily cuts olf 

the food supply of cattle, snow may h2 

resource. considered an agricultural 

“A snow year, a rich year,” says one 

Dr. Palmer goes on: 

protective covering 

provern. 

ket, 

leaves or straw, 

The denser the snow the poor- 

Loosely packed 

or blan- 

snow serves very much like 

“only in a lesser de- 

gree. 

er it is as a protector. 

snow containing much air mixed with 

it serves as the best blanket. Besides 

being a poorer conductor of heat, and 

therefore a better protector than ice, 

loose snow permits the respiration of 

submerged vegetation, which proceeds 

even at temperatures far below that 

at which actual growth is possible. 

Grass and grain are sometimes smoth- 

ered when the snow, through alternate 

thawing and freezing, is converted into 

ice? 

Besides serving as a blanket, a cov- 

ering of snow prevents evaporation 

from the soil and also prevents winter 

winds from tearing the dormant vege- 

Furthermore, snow permits 

and 

tation, 

the penetration of some light, 

light can replace heat to a consider- 

able extent in the processes of vege- 

tation. To quote further: 

“Snow has aptly been called ‘the 

poor man's manure.” The reason is ob- 

vious. The melting snow moistens the 

soil gently and gradually without con- 

densing particles by pounding them, | 

and without floating up any clayey 

mud to the surface to encrust the land 

it dries. Rain compacts the 

surface soil, but snow and frost loosen 

gt. 

when 

“Snow also checks the run-off when 

the temperature is low. Ground water 

is replenished more easily by the melt- 

ing of snow or by rain falling on the 

:snow, than it is when an equal amount 

of rain falls upon bare ground. More- 

over, the heneficial effects persist lon- 

over, the beneficial 

longer. 

effects persist 

“As a source of ein: snow is 

perhaps less important than rain, gen- 

erally speaking. However, in the 

western portions of the United States 

“the winter snows furnish practically 

all the water used for irrigation and 

power purposes throughout the year. 

Fortunately, the snowfall in the west- 

ern mountains is abundant. Packed 

by compression as well as by alternate 

_iTreezing and thawing, great banks and 

«drifts of snow solidify to ice. Slow 

melting follows in the spring and 

the resulting water collect- 

ing in natural and artificial reservoirs 

to form the .only available summer 

supply.” \ 

Among other 

© summer, 

services of snow on 

the farm, Dr. Palmer specifies its 

. value. as a roadbed for hauling by 

+ sled. Logging and lumbering, as well 

~as the transportation of bulky and 

weighty quantities of grain, wood, 

coal and ice, could not be accomplish- 

~ ed without the snow. He goes on: 

“Every farmer has observed that a 

good hay crop follows a winter of 

abundant snow. After such a winter 

the subsoil is almost saturated.” 

We have certainly had a, most lib- 

«ral supply of snow during the pre- 

sent winter and it is to be hoped that 

it will result in better crops during 

the coming season, and thus help out 

the increased production movement. 

“oe. a 

The Standard, 

recent legislation brought down in the 

Legislature, claims that the old gov- 

in commenting on 

ernment would have done all the 

things for the betterment of the pro- 

vinre that Premier Foster and his 

colleague are now doing. The old 

government certainly had an oppor- 

tunity to do a lot, but sadly neglected 

it. 

gaged in playing the garhe of politics 

The members were too busily en- 

‘Legislature 

‘| the old government did those things 

which it ought not to have done, and 

left undone those things which it 

ought to have done. 

Government bills now before the 

include 

Act, a Workmen's Compensation Act, 

a bill to provide for the reorganiza- 

tion of the Crown Land Department, 

and a bill to amend the forest fire law. 

More important measures are still to 

come. Not has 

such an extensive programme of con- 

been brought 

a new Highway 

since Confederation 

structive legislation 

down in a single session. 

L 

The federal government has made = 

grant of twelve million dollars to- 

wards the rebuilding of Halifax, AR 

individual losses up to $5,000 will be 

paid in full. The government's action 

will meet with general approval of 

the country. 
LR —— 

Company was Fined. 

The case of the Dominion Express 

Co. charged with delivering intoxi- 

cating liquor and not keeping a record 

of the same, was before the police 

magistrate Tuesday afternoon. The 

company was fined: $80. 

Sentenced to Two Years. 

The young lad charged with steal- 

ing $5 from a local place of business 

was sentenced to two years in the 

Boys’ Industrial Home at St. John this 

afternoon. 

of Sweden’s place in the sun. 

a good deal holier than it was. 
* * ® * * - * 

Folks who say a man 
worst enemy generally 

help his enemy. 
* * * 

turn in and 

* * El * 

are bearing. 
* * * * * * * 

days,” says an observing friend, 
cause they are cool in summer.” 

Ed * * * * * 1 

sified as an easy mark. 
* * * * * ¥ * 

withering glances at the men. 
* * * * * * * 

human difficulties the amiable hen 
and the genial cow will do their bit, 

BCR TE 

In these days of abbreviated skirts 
and marriages, what woman will ad- 

mit that she can remember the time 
when her husband always rode grace- 
fully into a ballroom on the train of 
her gown. 

* * * * » 

Alackaday! By the time a man has 
made enough money to enable his 

wife to command elegance in dressing 
she usually is too stout to show off 

the clothes, 

* £3 

Expected Home Tonight. 
Several returned soldiers from this 

vicinity who arrived at iSt. John yes: 
terday are expected 

Among them are Lieut. Gerald Hubs 
bard, son of Mr. W. W. Huppara ot 
this city, ~Sergt. Major A. Walton. A. 
Kitchen and 'C. McMeniman. Other 
returned soldiers from ‘this section 
who have arrived at St. John are Ar- 
chie Pond and Amos Pond of Marys- 
ville and Harry ‘Gregory of this city. 

Ray Kean of North Devon, also is at 
St. John. 

—————— ee 

Donations Acknowledged. 
The Ashburnham Branch of the Red 

Cross Society acknowledge the follow- 
ing with thanks: Mrs. A. E. Kilburn, 
$5, A Friend, $16. The proceeds of a 
pie social held at Burtt's Corner by 
the following committee: TR A 
Sparks, V. S. Griffiths, L. A. Pugh and 
0. M. Pugh and amounting to $30.95. 
Also fifteen pajama suits, fourteen 
hospital shirts, six pillow slips, six 
towels from the Parish C. R. C. Cir 
cle. 

Wife Seriously Ill. 
Private Fred Abrahams of the Cen- 

tral Ontario Draft, who was seriously 
ill in the Park Barracks Hospital 

some time ago and whose wife was 
called here on that account, lett last 
night for Providence, R. I., ‘where his 
wife now is seriously ill as the result 
of a heavy ‘cold she caught while here. 

Wolk Cotton Root Compound. 
A safe, reliable regulating 

medicine, Sold in_ three de- 
boue oA Abner as 1.81 

fo. No. 3, $6 per box. 
in druggists, or sent 

repaid on receipt of price. 
Sold By 

ree pamphlet. Address: 
THE COOK MEDICINE CO, 
TORONTO, OKT. (Formerly Vlindsor) 

Ld * * * * - * 

After this war the holy land will be 

is his own 

Father gets the benefit of the dis- 

which have been given to the German 
soldiers are not the only crosses they 

“I know girl's necks are warm these 
“be- 

When a man tells a woman that he 
understands women he is at once clas- 

No wonder some women look faded 
—they spend too much time casting 

If the mere people will adjust their 

home tonight.’ 

“Fruit-a-tives” Point the Way 
to Quick Relief 

VERONA, ONT. 
“I suffered for a number of years 

with Rheumatism and severe Pains 

in my Side and Back, caused by 

strains and heavy lifting. 
When I had given up hope of ever 

being well again, a friend recom- 

mended ‘Fruit-a-tives’ to me and 

after using the first box I felt so 

much better that I continued to 

take them ;.-and now I'am enjoying 

the best of health, thanks to your 

wonderful fruit medicine” 
W. M. LAMPSON. 

“Pruit-a-tives” are gold by all 
dealers at 50¢. a box, 6 for $2.50, 
trial s 25¢.— or sent postpaid hy 
Fruit-a-tives Limited, Ottawa. 

AN IRISH EDEN 
APPRECIATED BY 
LARGE AUDIENCE 

ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S 

DAY ENTERTAINMENT 

Excellent Specialties Between 

Acts—Local Amateurs Give 

Very Creditable Per- 
formance. 

“An Irish Eden,” a three act drama 

the auspices of Div- 
REE] RT SRITGCK produced under Flolrier 

fee IIIc) CISRISIICK STOR S —-+ | icion No. 1, A.O0.H., was produced 2 

4) ; Allelic St. Dunstan's Hall last night to a 

sek | packed house. The cast was made up 

£1 ‘hrough Our Sieve > Sz# | of local talent and included twenty: 

X one characters. All played their parts 

ec OES XIX, | well. The leads, Miss Dorothy Dev- 

LS EOE XXX | or and Mr. ‘Murray
 (Cain, made a fine 

Teuton militarism is swelling up impression. : 

like a poisoned pup. 
The specialties between ‘the acts 

AR FU SS were very much enjoyed and resulted 

Germany is also obtaining a slice in many encores. Mr. Wm. A. Walsh's 

reading between the first and second 

acts was much appreciated as ‘was 

also the comedy juggling act between 

the second ‘and third acts by Messrs 

Cox and Feeney. 

Those in the 
were as follows: 
Joseph A. (Cain, Alfred J. ‘Hanlon, 

Murray Cain, Leo Cain, Earl Doohan. 

Gregory T. Feeney, Raymond Moore, 

John Ryan, Dorothy Dever, Marguer- 

cast of characters 

pute when the children can't agree 

how he should be brought up. 
ite Shea, Mabel ‘Carten, May Doolin, 

SS ad Ta ge a el eT J." Neil Collins, Marie Feeney, Agnes 

The more than 2,000,000 crosses | Feeney, ‘Mary Shea, Beatrice Cain, 

) Catherine Cain, Fred McGinnis, Al 

fred MecLenahan, Jack Ivvory. 

Reported Seriously Ill. 

Private J. F. McManus of South 

Devon, son of Mr. Frank McManus, is 

ously ill. 

Deserter Sent to St. John. 

A deserter from the 236th Battal 

ion. MacLean Highlanders, who gave 

himself up to the 
yesterday was sent to St. 

escort last night. 

John under 

Assault Case Dismissed. 
The assault case from Devon in 

which a large number of the residents 

of South Devon ‘were summoned as 

witnesses, was dismissed by Police 

Magistrate Limerick yesterday with 

a caution to the principals not to re- 

turn. The proceedings were rather 

comic at times. 

CIVILIZATION 
MIGHTIEST FILM 

SPECTACLE 
Fascinating Story Given to the 

Screen at Almost Fabu- 
lous Cost. 

(Toronto Daily News.) 
So thinly veiled is the story of “Civ- 

ilization” shown at Massey Hall this 
week, that the blood red hand of 
Prussianism shows through it from 
start to finish, like an ugly thing. The 
picture is not merely an indictment of 
any present world culture, but rather 
a showing forth of certain latent for- 
ces that have always been rampant 
beneath a veneer of civilization, 

reported in the casualty list as seri- 

local authorities |. 

“John J. 

Have opened their full Line of 

Northway’s Celebrated Women’s 
Spring Coats, Skirts and Suits 

An Inspection Solicited. 

A Pictorial Review Patterns. 

Weddall & Son 

e
r
 

553399, 

& 
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Just Received, The New 
Style, New Perfection 

OIL STOVE 
Supplied in one, two, three and four burner. 

With or without cabinet and oven. 

Start usiag oil now and save your wood and 
coal for next winter. 

Call and let us show them to you. 

WHOLESALE 

IR. Chestnut & Sons 
PLUMBERS AND HEATERS 

This Store will close at 6 p.m. Every faturday during January, February and March. 

THE HARDWARE PEOPLE 
RETAIL 

The theme is obviously anti-German 

but not anti-human, and shows con- 
clusively that the real regeneration 
even of Germany, if it is to come. 
must come from some latent spark of 

spirituality within itself, working 

principally through the unselfish de- 

votion of some tiny remnant of its 

own womankind. The story of Count 

Ferdinand and his sweetheart, Kath- 

ryn, lends enough personal interest to 

the picture to relieve some war scenes 

and although the introduction of the 

Divine Personality, and its particular 

relation to Count Ferdinand, might 

cause room for debate in some quar- 

ters, on the whole the subject was rev- 

erently handled. As a product of the 

stage director's and the photograph 
er's art Civilization is one of the fin- 
est pictures ever produced, The sec- 
ond part of the film is most spectacu- 

lar and realistic—a fleet of airships 

raining bombs on a doomed city, while 
warships share the bombardment 

from a distant harbor. 

“The Birth of a Nation” fine as it 
was, was almost crudely staged be- 
side this latest masterpiece of the 
Ince Studio, and if the size of last 
night’s audience can be taken as a 
criterion, a great two™weeks are in 
store for this picture in Toronto, “Civ- 
jlization”” will be presented at the 
Gem Theatre, Wednesday, and Thurs- 

THE WITCH 
2 ¥ 

Chimney Cleaner and Soot Destroyer 
Will effectively do the work, without any of the usual inconvenience of 

taking down the pipes, covering up furniture, taking down the curtains, 

having the air laden with sooty particles, besdes other ous annoy- 

ances. Is non-explosive and causes no smell or dust. 

: 25 Cents Per Package. 

D. J. Shea & Son 
2 DAYS E M WED. 

THUR. a 

day, this week. 

of 

sortment of 

Driving Boots 
6 to 16 in. legs. Prices right 

I have in stock a large as- 

all makes. They have from 

p
m
—
—
—
 

J. R. Monteith 
'Phone 502-—North Devon. 

JonLy 

THE MOTHERHOOD OF BLIGHTED LANDS CALLS 

: ALOUD FOR PEACE 

Thos. H Ince’s Outstanding Masterpiece 

CIVILIZATION | 
Produced in Nine Startling Acts 4 

Impressive — Spectacular — Gripping — Instructive 

Actual Sinking of an Ocean Liner—Two Battleships 

Sunk by U.S. Navy—$10,000 Used for Ammunition in 

One Battle Scene—10,000 Horses in Thrilling Cavalry 

Charges—40,000 People -~Airpianes in Great ‘Air Raids. 

Shown in all large Cities of Canada and United States at x 

price scale of from 50 cents to $2.00. { 

Matinees, 3 p.m. Two Evening Performances, 7.00 and 9.00. 

PRICES—Afternoon and Evening, Balcony 15c., Lower Floor 25c. 

Matinee-—Children, 10c.. san 4 

Next Week— FIELDS OF HONOR,” Featuring 

3 MAE MARSH—It’s a Solqaied : We


