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THE McQUEEN REPORT

The report of Commissioner James
McQueen, who conducted the enquiry
into the patriotic potato
transaction, is now in the hands of the
Legislature and the public
with interest the
body will take with respect to it.

The entrusted to Mr.

McQueen was an important one, and

notorious

will await
action which that

commission

a perusal of the report must convince
any fair-minded man that he perform-
ed his duties in a thorough, conscien-
tious and impartial manner.

The sworn evidence taken at the
inquiry and the commissioner’s report
based upon the same, disclose one of
the most disgraceful and scandalous
transactions ever pulled off under
government auspices in any country.
The late Boss Tweed, of New York,
in his palmy days mnever attempted
anything of a like nature, and the cor-
rupt politicians of Manitoba and of
British Columbia, driven from office
a few years ago by an outraged elec-
torate, could have been given lessons
in political crookedness by the pub-
lic men who undertook to demon-
strate New Brunswick’s “Joyalty and
attachment to the mother land” by a
gift of potatoes.

As the people of the province are
with the whole miserable
it

familiar
transaction,
to go into details at
It might be recalled,
was soon after the
that the
government decided to make
of 100,000 bushels of potatoes to the
Potatoes were a heavy

is scarcely necessary
any great length.
however, that it
outbreak of the
New Brunswick
a gift

great war

mother land.
crop in that year, and the farmers
had difficulty in disposing of them
even at the low price of $1 per bar-
rel. The government estimated that

$75,000 would be ample to cover all

expenses in connection with the pur-}

chase and shipment of the gift, and
that amount was raised by a Lieuten-
Rev. J. B.
Daggett was then Secretary for Agri-

ant Governor's warrant.

culture and to him was entrusted the
dutf of purchasing the potatoes un-
der the direction of his chief, Hon. J E
A. Murray.

Now, Mr. Daggett natur
ally turned to his old friend, Mr. B.
Frank Smith, one of the potato kings

very

of Carleton county, for counsel and
advice. An arrangement was made
by which Mr. Smith was to supply the
bulk of the potatoes and he was given
a letter of credit by the Department
of. Agriculture, enabling him to fin-
As the com-
missioner says in his report, practi-

S

ance the transaction.
cally the whole resources of the pro-
vince were placed at the disposal of
.\[1'_. Smith. The result was that while
only 40,000 barrels of potatoes were
required, 68,603 were actually pur-
and of this total Mr.
some 43,600

chased, Smith

The
s of Mr. Smith and other
Tory patriots who were thinking of

supplied
greedines

barrels.

profits only, left the Department of
Agriculture with 16,700 harrels
surplus potatoes on its hands.

The first appropriation of
having
$75,000

of

$75,000

become another

exhausted,
was appropriated by a sec-
ond warrant of the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, making a total of $150,000. As
the commissioner points out, it was
all expended and $3,505 in addition.
Besides the gift to the mother land, a
shipment was made to the “starving
Belgians” and the
warded to Cuba,

balance was for-

where they were
hawked about and finally disposed of
at a heavy loss.

While there was a lamentable lack
of business qapacity shown
purchase -and shipment of

toes, and gross

in the

the pota-
deception was prac-
ticed in a flagrant attempt made to
cover up the loss incurred on Cuban
shipment, had the government of
the day taken the people into its con-
fidence and manfully faced the situa-
tion, all might have been well, but
they chose the opposite course. The
late Premier Clarke, according to the
evidence of Mr. Daggett, was afraid
the

was

to acknowledge the loss for fe
public would think the
stolen. He decreed that “the
should make it good, and a fake ac-

2ar

money

count was accordingly prepared show-

‘WIVES AND MOTHERS
NEED NOT HAVE
SORE BACKACHES

Constantly on their feet, attending
to the wants of a large and exacting
family, women often break down with
nervous exhaustion.

In the stores, factories, and on a
farm are weak, ailing women, dragged
down with torturing backache mxdl
1 bearing down pains. |

Such suffering isn’t natural but it's
dangerous, because due to diseased
kidneys.

The dizziness, insomnia, and other,
symptoms of Kidney complaint cam’t
cure themselves, they require the as-i
sistance of Dr. Hamilton's Pills which
go direct to the seat of the trouble.

To give vitality and power to the |
kidneys, to lend aid to the bladder and
liver, to free the blood of poisons, pro-,
bably there is no remedy so successful
as Dr. Hamilton’s Pills. For all woman- |
ly irregularities their merit is well|
known. |

Because of their mild soothing amli
healing effect, Dr. Hamilton’s Pills are |
safe, and are recommended for girls
and women of all ages. 25¢c per box at
all dealers. Refuse any substitute for
Dr. Hamilton’s Pills of Mandrake and
Butternut.

should have

ing the amount which
been received for the potatoes which

were sent to Cuba. A note was giv-
en by A. C. Smith & Co. for $'§2.SGI.
the amount of the shortage, discount-
ed by the government, and the pro-
ceeds entered as cash on the books
of the province. When the note came
due money to refire it was borrowed
from Mr. F.
then president of the St. John and

W. Sumner of Moncton,
Quebec Railway Co. A corrupt agree-
ment was then entered into with Mr.
W. B. Tenannt of St. John, by which
he was to make good the loss provid-
ing a concern in which he was inter-
ested was given the contract for the
| Jower section of the Valley Railway.
The agreement was carried out, Ten-!
the contract andl
Tennant turned over $61,500
“advance profits” to Mr.
i M.P.P., and out of this fund
the Sumner loan was repaid.

ant’s concern got

of his

George B.

| Jones,

The commissioner in his report finds

|
|
‘that the agreement with Tennant was
lmegal and improper and ‘‘censurable
'f:om every standpoint.” He finds that
Hon. Mr. Murray borrowed $1,500 from
A. C.-Smith & Co., a firm having a
contract with the province, and con-
siders that he acted in violation of
He finds that Mr. |

the criminal code.
B. F. Smith, besides being responsi-|
ble for most of the woes which came

to the late government on account of

\
the potato transaction, owes the pro-

on =
o9

vince $2, for potatoes which were

DEBATE ON

| and many persons have been benefit-

THE ADDRESS
IN THE HOUSE

(Continued from Page Two)

HON. Mr. ROBINSON said that the
sanatorium had a nominal surplus of
eighteen hundred dollars on March 1st
which could be accounted for by the
fact that supplies had been taken over
by the mew Federal Department. The
number of civilian patients had de-
creased to a marked extent there be-
ing about fifteen under treatment, The
question of free beds was a large one.
The cost of the institution had been
excessive and he as a member of the
commission in charge -had frequently
been dissatisfied and had expressed
objection to some of the bills. In the
matter of the location of the, sana-
torium he was not qualified to judge
but physicians had stated that the
site was ideal.

MR. MAGEE
die in.

HON. MR. ROBINSON—People try
to find beautiful spots in which to die.

Continuing the speaker wsaid the

tom Prices.

It is an ideal spot to

s - —

“LEST YOU FORGET”
We wish to remind yvou that we are ready with a large assortment of
your Housefurnishing Requirements New Sciim and Marquisette Curtains
New Curtain Materials in piece goods, New Oilcloth and Linoleums, all
widths. “Lino Shine” is to linoleum etc, what paint is to a housz, it adds
years to the wear, See our new “Anchor” Flat Curtain Extension Rods

also round .Brass and Wood Poles, all sizes. Very Handsome New Cre-
tonnes, Denims, Art Sateens, Figured Tapestries etc.

Blinds in Plain or Combination Colors.
Be sure and see our liacs.

John J. Weddall & Son

All of above lines at Rock kot-

cost of maintenance was now light but
with free beds would increase although
not to the point formerly reached. He
believed that the investigating com-
mittee might have brought in a differ-
ent report from what it had. It was
true that the stables had been found
in a bad condition, but the institution
had mot. The present expenses of the
institution were heavy and the future
was in doubt and all would like to be

Another ‘Wear Ever’ Week

WEAR-EVER
|~

[ER

ALUMINUM

NS5

enlightened as to what should be done
at the end of five years when the ag-
reement with the Dominion would ex-
pire.

MR. BURCHILL asked if the Fed-

TTRADE MARK

$2.95 Six quart

eral authorities had made any changes

and improvements. Personally he be-
lieved the hon. member for St. john
(Tilley) was quite justified in his crit-
icism, L8

MR. MURRAY (Kings) -said the
committee which econducted the inves-
tigation had based its opinion upon
what it had seen. Mr. Tilley had crit*
icised because he wished to benefit
the poorer classes. The commission
had come in for most severe criticism
and as far as the investigation was
concerned he would say that it would
only have been a matter of common
courtesy to have notified the commis-

“Wear Ever”’
Aluminum Kettle and Cover .

For Only $2.19

without cover for only $1.79 and
coupon if presented on or before

March 21st 1919

sioners when the investigation was. to
have been held. It was only on the
day of the visit that he was advised
concerning the matter. The investiga-
ting committee arrived there with no
Superintendent in charge, Dr. Towns-
end having left, and no person in au-
thority to give information. The Com-
mittee had gone to the stables and he
presumed interviewed the hostler, to
the kitchen and interviewed the cook,
and so on. Had the commissioners |
been present they could have pointed |
out the difficulties under which they
had worked. In spite of what was said
not one dollar had been wrongly spent

ted by ‘the operations of the sanator-
jum. The members of the commission
had given their services and their
time without price and deserved cred-
it for what they had done. There were
such men as the late A. R. McClellan

tles.

Clip the Coupen, present it

to-day and get one of these

‘durable “Wear Ever’ Ket-

Wear Ever Coupon For
Aluminum Kettle

R. Chestnut & Sons Lid

never received, and $71.85 i interest lex-Lieutenant Governor, F. W. Sumner
S A e ik rest.| ;nd Hon, Mr. Robinson of Moncton,

Hs also finds that certain statements! Dr. McAveney of Saint John, C. J.
\Osman. Hillsboro. It was strange that

; ; 3 | men of that calibre could mot attain
oath at the enquiry, did not corre-|to the heights that their crities wish-

made by George B. Jones, M.P.P., on

. Chestnut

Sons Limited

| :
spect to it. If the crooked politicians

party’’ |

spond with evidence he gave before |

Commissioner Stevens, which is a po-|
lite way of saying that Mr. Jones did |
not tell the truth.

The commissione‘\’ in concluding his
word for the
Premier Clarke, which is pretty sure

report puts in a late
to meet with approval of that gentle-
man’s many friends of all shades of
politics. He scores certain witnesses
for their studied attempt to place the
blame for the loss on the shoulders
of the deceased, and expresses (pin-
ion that had Mr. Clarke

his name would have figured less pro-

been alive

minently during the enquiry.
The Me- |

I Queen is now before the Legislature,

report of Commissioner

i and the people will await with inter-

| est the action of that body with re-

|
|
|

i who figured in this disgraceful trans-
laction do not resign their seats in the
both
tones |
“Get
you ‘gone and give way to honorable
men.”

Legislature the decent
| parties should

men of

say to them in

that cannot be misunderstood,

—— .

Mr. James T. Sharpe of St. John is |
in the city today.

ed. In his opinion the location of the

Cook’s Cotton oot

L

sanitorium was ideal. It 'was true much
money had been spent on the insti-
tution hut it should be remembered
that much good had been done.

MR. TILLEY said the thon. gentle-;
man on his left (Murray) had unfairly
criticised the investigating committee.
He had said no notification of the com-

Lompound,
< Py, reliable requios.any
o Xditene. £ald 10 taree Je
rees of str-ngth—No. 1, $1
No. 2 No. 3, $§& per bo- I
Sold by all druggists, or sent ]
|

repaid on recceipé of price.
‘ree pamphi~t. Address:
THE COOX MEDICINE CO,,

Contiumed on page Six. TORONTG, ONY: (Sarmer'y Windsor |

CCE Held Social Evening

RESIGNATIONS A PTER,

enjoyable social evening at the Y. M.
C.

A program of games and songs was,
run through after which refreshments !
were served, the party breaking up in%
the early hours. Mr. and Mrs. Georgei
McEwen and Mr.. and Mns. \\"al[er:
Raymond chaperoned the affair,

Montreal, March 19.—The Lachine

school board has notified the 24 teach- A, Hall, York Street, last evening.

|
{
A party of young people held a veryi
ers who sent in their resignations on I
Feb. 24

alcepted, thereby marking another of

that their resignations were
the outstanding episozh:; in the cam-
paign of the tearhers for a minimum
salary of $800 and a yearly inlrease of
$50.

The achine board has only
teachers left.

The Ladies’ Aid of the Methodist
Church will hold a sale of food, home-

made candy and aprons on
SATURDAY, MARCH 22nd,

four

Bowling Match Last Evening
The staff of R. Chestnut & Son de-
feated a team from the Vocational
School of the N. B. Military Hospital

SPECIAL SALE

of Men’s Shoe Packs with
Soles and Heels

The Shoe House of Bargains - Regent St.

Shepherd & Haining

Shoe Repairing of all kinds

last evening by a margin of twenty-

3 in the buildin stree y
Mmoo 2 n e ding on Queen street two

doors below the Queen Hotel.
Everybody come.

Mr. G. A. Thompson of Ottawa is in
the city today.

Mr. ‘C. F, Bissell of Windsor, N. S.,
is in the city.
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14,000 Miles of Railway

Passenger Freight

F. W. ROBERTSON,
General Passenger Agent

oviurn

Now opérating
| Canadian Northern Railway System
| ; Canadian Government Railways
The Great North Western Telegraph Company

96,000 Miles of Telegraph Lines
Tra\'e(sing every provinco in Canada’s Dominion
and directly serving the great ocean ports of
Halifax -St. John-Quebec-Montreal - Vancouver - Victoria
Express

For limp tables and information apply to ncarest
¢ Canadian National Railways Agent
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‘“Clean

moralist,

Says the
Habits.”

Says
Mouths.”

ExARLOTTE FOWS

J
moncronB's yomey

the Doctor ‘‘Clean

ara
rosowTe apeess S

aL AR

YE MECCA, TEA ROCM

LUNCHES AT ALL HCURS. OYSTERS IN SEASON

Orders Taken for Home Cooking.

GERTRUDE A. YOUNG ter

‘Phane 219-21

The dentist “Clean
teelh.”
And we say—

A GOOD TOOTH BRUSH
All shapes and sizes atb

sSays,

Telegraph Hotels

STAPLEY

PHARMACY

A. T. WELDON,

Asst. Freight Traffic Manager

‘ Moncton, N.B.

|

ALONZO STAPLES, Prop.

Agency for Miller Standard

RUBBER GOODS

HOT WATER BOTTLES, SYRINGES, RUBBER
TUBING, Parts for FOUNTAIN SYRINGES—Everything
in SURGICAL RUBEBER GOODS.

-

WILEY’S PHARMACY, York St.

Rubber Goods.
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