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BICYCLE LAMPS 
By having a light on your bicycle at night yo

u not only 

obey the law, but you protect yourself from ac
cidents. 

We have a large assortment to choose from. 

Satisfaction guaranteed. 

A. W. BLACKMER 
Phone 118-11 ‘96 Regent Street 

v 

i
y
 

BUY 

 “FUL-O-PEP” 
LAYING MASH 

And increase the production of Eggs when the price is 

high. Several of the henneries in this city are using 

this mash and getting the best of results. The manager 

of the West End Poultry Yards says that since giving this 

mash to his hens the egg production has increased 60 

per cent. For sale by 

G. W. HODGE 
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Custom Tallorng—— 
The New Importations for the Coming Season are now

 OR 

aT pt a inspection will assure you of a lar
ge and 

werisd geleetion to choose from. 

We are also prepared to fill all orders entrusted to us for 

#77LITARY CLOTHING at reasonable price. We are sold 

agents foe the Crown Tailoring Company, of Toronto, the larg- 

-«t Military Tailoring Company in Canada. 
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How the Deficit of $32,861 on 

Under Oath. 

While the outstanding features of 

the patriotic potato scandal as brought 

out by a Royal Commission are still 

fresh in the public mind, there are 

perhaps some interesting details which 

in the excitement of a political cam- 

paign may not be readily recalled by 

the electorate. All will remember that 

the old government shortly after the 

outbreak of the great war decided to 

donate 40,000 barrels of potatoes to 

Great Britain “as an expression of our 

loyalty to the Motherland.” Potatoes 

were a big crop that year and were 

going begging at $1 per barrel. It was 

estimated that to purchase, sont and. 

ship 40,000 barrels would cost 

raised by a Lieutenant-Governor’s war- ; 

rant. Mr. J. B. Daggett then secretary | 

of agriculture, was empowered to pur-j 

chase and ship the potatoes under the 

direction of his chief Hon. J. A. Mur- 

ray. Although the potatoes were to be 

a gift from all the people of New 

Brunswick the government made it a 

partizan affair from the start. Mr. | 

Daggett let his old pal Mr. B. Frank 

Smith in on the game and gave him 

carte blanche to buy and ship the 

potatoes. The $75,000 appropriated for 

the purpose melted away before a sin- 

gle potato had been shipped from the 

province and another $75,000 was ap- 

propriated “to complete the work.” Mr. 

Smith, with the credit of the province 

behind him worked overtime gather- 

ing in potatoes from his political 

henchmen. He purchased and shipped 

to West St. John something over 42,- 

000 barrels. Big purchases were also 

made from other friends of the gov- 

ernment, with the result that when 

the 40,000 barrels was sent off to the WALKER BROS. “src 
: QUEEN $VREET, WEST ENB 

Wholesale Dry Goods and Woolens 

House Furnishings 
For Everybody 

." Lace Curtains, 8cri Curtains, Curtain Muslins and Drap« 

aries of all kinds. FTE Fe 

Cretonnes and Casement Cloths. 

White Bedspreads. Towels, Napkins and Table Linens, 

OILCLOTHS AND LINOLEUMS, : 
CARPETS. RUGS AND SQUARES 

Prices Lowest Possible. Goods Sold to the Trade Only. 

VASSIE & COMPANY, LIMITED 
& WHOLESALE DRY GOOCS AND WOOLENS 

73 8T. JOHN, N. B. 

Our Motto? Promptness, Accuracy, Courtesy. 
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Electricity Turns Work into Play 
and Night into Day 

LECTRICITY THE WONDER WORKER has been try- 

ing to get acquainted wih you for some time now. 
Enjoy the comfort that various electrical necessities 
will bring to yourself and wife. Each day is an electric 
opportunity day here. 

THE MARITIME ELECTRIC CO. 
FREDERICTON, N. B. 
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WASHINGTON 
Fredericton’s Oldest and most mod 

Notice to Stationary and 

Hoisting Engineers. 

All persons employed in the Prov- 

ince of New Brunswick as stationery 

or hoisting engineers, ana all persons 

having charge of boilers carrying a 

pressure of more than fifteen pounds 

must, on or before the first day of 

October, 1920, file with tne Board of 
Compensation Board, Saint John, New 

Examiners, care of The Workmen's 

Brunswick, an application for a Cer 

tificate to operate stationery or hoist- 
ing engines and boilers carrying a 
pressure of more than fifteen pounds. 

By Order of the Board of Examiners. 

H. M. STEWART, 
Chairman. 

N. B.: Blank forms of application 

can be obtained on application to the 

Workmen's Compensation Board. 

ern high class cafe. 

FRESH BUCTOUCHE OYSTERS 

gerved in any style. 

See our Saturday Night window dis- 

play. 

Patronize our Lunch Counter. 

Dinner served from 12 to 2 o'clock 

See our window display. 

YORK STREET The cost of pictures of politicians is 
about a dozen with every two cent 
daily paper. 

old country and a smaller quantity to 

the starving people of Belgium, the 

government as the result of gross mis- 

management found itself with some- 

thing like 30,000 barrels still on hand. 

Some of these rotted in the warehouse 

and were disposed of for hog feed in 

West St. John. 

Sent to Cuba. 

Finally what remained of them were 

shipped to Cuba in two schooners. 

Not sufficient money to pay the duty. 

GOVERNMENT 
PUBLE BUSINES 

the Now Famous Patriotic Po- 

tato Transaction was Concealed From the People — The 

Province was Recouped With Its Own Money Extracted 

from the Valley Railway Funds—What J. B. Daggett Stated 

Q. (Paper shown) The deposit slip 
has been produced here and is in evi- 

dence—No. 74. is that in your hand- 
writing? 

His Memory Bad. 
A. It looks like it but I don’t have 

the slightest recollection of it. The 
body of it looks like it, but the signa- 
ture I wouldn't be sure of. 

Q. That is the signature “William 

Tompson” you wouldn't be sure of? 
A. No. 
Q. You would hardly sign that in 

your ordinary handwriting would you? 

A. Well I don’t know. When I come 
to look at it to be candid with you I 
think I signed that. 

Q. And you think that is all in your 
handwriting? 

A. I think it is. I will give you the 
the {henefit of the doubt—1I think it is. 

province $75,000 and that amount was ; Q. I don't think there is any doubt. 

I think it is the same writing as that 
cheque, without a doubt. 

A. I had forgotten all about it. 

Q. Then you must have handed that 

deposit slip to Mr. Morton when you 
gave him the money? 

A. New when I see it, I am prepar- 

ed to accept the respomsibility ior 
whatever I,did. 

Q. Then you signed William Tomp- 

son’s name to the botfom of that de- 
posit slip? . 

A Fictitious Name. 

Q. Who is William Tompson? 

A. I don't know. It is just a fictitious 

name—done more, I think—well 1 
don’t know why. 

Q. Why would you 

fictitious name to it? 
A. Well, I wouldn't make a state- 

ment about it at all. 
Q. Wouldn't it be a matter that 

you should make a statement about, 

be signing a 

if you signed a fictitious name to 

documents that you handed to the 
bank? 

A. There is nothing eriminal about 
it. 

Q. I am not so sure about that. You 

think you signed the name “William 

Tompson” to that document and had 
it forwarded to the bank? 

A. I think I did. 
Q. (By the Commisioner) And do 

you still stand by the statement you 
made the other day? 

A. What was that? 

Q. (By the Commissioner) That you 
had nothihg to do with it at all? 

A. I would beg leave to make a cor- 

ection there. I want to say under oath 
now that I had forgotten the matter 

entirely, and if you had asked me 
again and again, without the document 

I would have said the same thing. 
Q. (By the Commissioner) you told 

me you had nothing to @o with it 
freight nor other charges was realiz- 

ed from the sale and the government | 

found itself facing a loss of between! 

30,000 and $40,000 on the transaction 

Mr, J. B, M. Baxter heroically came! 

across with $3000 which was sent to 

a broker in Cuba to keep his mouth 

shut. The deficit was then found to be 

$32,861, and A. C. Smith &, Co. of St. 

John were persuaded to sign a note 

for that amount which was discounted 

and entered in the books of the prov- 

ince as cash. 

A Bogus Statement 

Mr. Daggett then cooked up a state- 

ment from A. C. Smith & Co. (on one 

of the firms printed letter heads) 

showing how the amount was made 

up (how the potatoes had been sold) 

and handed it over to the Auditor 

‘General for publication in the public 

accounts. 

Now when the Smith note came due 

ment with the late Premier (Clarke, 

sent the money by wire from Moncton 

and retired it. When the contract for 

the lower section of the Valley Rail- 

way was let to the N. S. Construction 

Company shortly afterwards Mr. W. 

B. Tennant received from the com- 

pany $100,000 in “advance profits”. He 

turned over $61,500 of this to George 

B. Jones, IM.P.P. for party purposes 

and the latter lost no time in getting 

to Fredericton and turning over $33,- 

900 to Mr. Daggett to be wired to 

Moncton to pay off Mr. Sumner’s 

claim for money’s advanced. The rest 

of the story is told by Mr. Daggett in 

SWOrn evidence given by him 

before Commissioner McQueen on 

November 6th, 1918: 

Q. Mr. Hughes—When you were here 
before you told me about forwarding 

to Mr. Sumner at Moncton the $33, 
900.00, at the request of Mr. George 
B. Jones? 

AL Nios 

Q. At that time you told me that 
Mr. Jones left it in the Agricultural 
Department vault, and that the mext 

morning you told Mr. Morton to take 
it up to the bank and wire it to Mr. 
Sumner. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mr. Morton has been here since 

that time, and ,he says he has no 

knowledge of that transaction at all. 
Have you had any reason to change 
your mind in the matter at all? 

A. Not the slightest. 

Q. You said you did tell Mr. Mor- 

Mr. F. W. Sumner, under an arrange- J 

Mr. Daggett’s Story 

whatever. You said it was a package 

and was placed in a drawer in the 

vault, and you told Mr. Morton in the 
morning to go in and get it, and you 
didn’t look at it. 

A. T would like to say that I am pre- 
pared to retract that statement, as 

far as making out the slip. I must 

have made out the slip, but I didn’t 

have anything further to do with it. 

Q. (By the Commissioner) Mr. Mor- 

ton said it was in an envelope and he 

didn't open it—it was sealed. 

A. I think he must be mistaken 
about that. I am at sea amout it. 

Q. (By the Commissioner) Mr. Jones 

said he delivered it to you in an enve- 

lope. Do you think he was wrong? 

A. I couldn't say mow. My recollec- 

ac race 

b1 

Always the same rich, 
full-flavored tea. 

Sold only in the sealed air- . 
tight Red Rose Carton. 

Red Rose Coffee is clways fresh 

* 

tion is that the money was brought to 

me and I was told there was so much 
money in it; and I am as sincere about 
anything in my life, that I hadn’t the 

slightest recollection of making out 

that slip. 
Q. Then you don’t know when you 

made out that slip—whether it was 
when Mr. Jones was there, or after he 
left? 

A. It might have been when he was 
there. I don't remember when I made 
it out. 

Q. Evidently you must have known 

the amount that was in the package 

when you put down those figures? 

A. I must have known. I was wrong 

in that, and am prepare@ to take it 

back and accept all responsibility. 

His Previous Yarn. 

Q. When you were here before you 

were questioned about that and at 

page 12, of Take No.3s10 of the evidence 
vou said: “Mr. Jones came to the of- 
fice one afternoon after banking hours 

and said he had a sum of money to re- 
mit to Mr. Sumner and requested that 

it might be put in the vault. 

the Department of Agriculture? 

put it in, He was just there a few 

minutes, and he said he might possi- 

| ® 

Q. That is the vault in the office of | 
of money to go to Mr. Sumner. 

A. Yes. I opend the vault and he 

A—No, he never told me where the 
money came from. 

Q—Did you know what it was to go 
to Mr. Sumner for? 
A—I supposed it was something in 

connection with this business. He was 
only there a few minutes and went out 
Q—You supposed it 'was in connec- 

tion with this potato business? 
A—Yes. Somebody told me that Mr. 

Sumner was financing it. 

'Q—You knew as much as you want- 

ed to know? 

Tried to Evade It » 

A—Yes. T didn’t want to get mixed 
up with it. I was mixed up in it more 

than I wanted to be. T was trying to 

evade it. Mr. Jones simply came in and 
asked the privilege of putting the 
money in the vault, and I didn’t know 

why.I should! refuse him. T told Mr. 
Morton that Mr. Jones had left some 
money to go to Mr. Sumner. 

iQ—Did you fill out the deposit slip? 

A—No. 

Q—Did you tell Mr. Morton what it 
ras? 

A—No. I just told him it was a sum 

Was All Fiction 
Q—Now you say that is not correct? 
A—T wish, when I see this slip, to 

bly go home that night, and he said, absolutely correct that statement that 
“If I do go home will you see that it I didn’t fill out the slip; and if T had 
is remitted to Mr. Sumner in the been on trial for my life five minates 
morning.” In the morning Y mention- ago I would have eaid 1 didn’t. I had 
ed the matter to Mr. Morton and I 

go to Mr. Sumner, and I wish you 

Mr. Morton’ I suppose did it. He went 
and got it. 

package? 

Never Touched It. 

the vault of the Department of Agri- 

culture. 
Q. Do you remember what date .it 

was? 
A. No. 

Westmorland by-election? 
A. I don't remember about that. 

When was that by-election? 
Q. About the 30th of May. 

was—I would not pretend to say. 

Jones, the member of the Legislature? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Was then a member of the Legis- 

lature for the County of Kings, 
now? 

A—Yes. 
Q—That would be in 1916? A—Yes. 

tion? A—Yes. 
Q—Did he tell you where the money 

came from? 

said to him, “There is a package of | 
money that Mr. Jones left in here to not touch this money at all? A—Yes, 

would take it up to the Bank of Mont- | 

real as he requested and remit it”; and | didn’t have anything to do with it— 

Q. How much was there in that: 

Q—The time of this note transac- 

forgotten the transaction entirely. 
Q—Then is isn’t true that you did 

that part is true. 

Q—You didn’t touch it? A—No, I 

Q—You filled out the amount of the 

deposit slip, and you must have count- 
ed it in order to do that. A—I don’t re- 
member that T did. 
Q—You don't remember anything 

A. I never asked Mr. Jones how 'about it apparently except what the 
much was in it. I never touched the document shows? A—Ves, the docu- 
package at all. He went with me to ment is correct. That is my signature. 

I did that, and I accept the responsi- 
bility. 

Q—Your memory about a great 
many things seems to be— 

A—Your’s would be after three or 
Q. Would it be about the time of the four years. 

Q—I doubt if it would if I was deal- 
ing with transactions of this kind. 

Was in Error 
A—TI think it would. T am prepared 

A. My recollection of it is that it to admit I was in error the other day. 
{I couldn't do anything more under 

Q. At any rate, you say when MT. any consideration whatever. 
Jones came—that is Mr. George B.| Q—No, you couldn't help admit it 

now, when the document is here. 
A—] would have admitted it if I 

5" | thought I did. When T saw Mr. Mor- 
and is’ {op’s evidence 1 thought he was wrong 

8! was as confident of that as anything 
in the world. 

'‘Q—That apparently, was in order to 
pay the money that had been advanc- 

! ed by Sumner to retire the note which 

(Continued on Page Seven). 
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Windsor, 

. Postum Cereal is delicious 
when properly made: boil fully 
fifteen minutes after boiling 
begins. The more you boil 
Postum Cereal the better it is. 
When ordering be sure to get 
the original Postum Cereal 
A 50-cup package usuall 
sells fork iii J 

! Made by Canadian Postum Cereal Co.1td 4 

That Wholesome Table Drink. 

POSTUM CEREAL 
gains new friends right along 
cause of its pleasing taste, health- 
fulness, and saving in cost. 

Ontario. 

ton to take it up and wire it? 
A. I did so. 

be- 


