~ NOUNS ARE
OFF THE JOB

As all careful users of our language
are aware, English is fast working
iree from its grammatical resources.
The whole subjective mood {3 as good
as cast aside. In «!. moods 'Ec second
person singuiar appears now only in
poetry and in prayer. Ordinary usage
is wearing down che usefui disu'netion
between ika vevaal nouns in -tag and
ithe present participle; few speakers
now show any sense of difference be-
tween sucn statements as “He watch-
ed the man's running” and “He watch-
ed the man running.” Our mother
tongue is steadily approaching a state
in which the relations between a
speaker's ideas are not expressed, but
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are left to be guessed at from the used to distinguish between “wood”
mere order of his words. As if these and ‘“wooden,” as a “wood shed” and
damages were rot enough we are rap-!“a wooden shed”; but the day of such
idly blurring o t the distinction be- niceties has almost passed. We should
tween nouns and adjectives. No cne smile at a man who said a “deathern
raises a voice in protest, for instance, belt” for a “leather belt”; “gold” and
when a metropolitan journal perpe- | “silver” have long since driven ‘“sil-
trates a clause like “Materials trust vern” and ‘golden” out of use. And yet
inquiry delay”—in which extraordin- Iif English is some day to be the rul-
ary arrangement the first noun modi- : ing speech for the people of the earth
fies the second, these two the third, why should not every one take pains
and all three the fourth. In names of to keep it at its best—strong, sinewy,
commissions and comnporations, = in ’ﬂexiblo, yet exact, simple yet discrim-
trade-marks, in colloquil and techmni- iinative? In the long run, no people's
cal description, the destructive prac- |thoughts have been much distincter or
tice of making nouns do adjectives’ | more analytic than the grammer of
work is fast spreading. The causes of the language in which they were word-
this injury are plain enough: not only ed. And the race that makes lingnistic
haste and laziness, but chiefly the | screwdrivers of its chisels and nail-
free and easy genius of our language. ) sets of its awls, must find itself pres-
Too many of our words have long |ently with no tools fit for a crafts-
given thought only a blanket insteadlm:m's use. Perhaps it is too late to
of trim harness. “Iron”, for instance,'save our needed subjunctive, but at
may be noun, verb or adjective, accord d least we can check the needlessly pro-
ing to the chance of the moment. We miscuous use of nouns for adjectives
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‘Smoke 37

AT all summer camps—on
the lakes and in the .
mountains—whipping trout streams, paddling

. . »
canoes and when you are “just lolling ’round

—QLD CHUM is the holiday smoke.

The happiest recollections of summer

pleasures are associated with OLD CHUM

Tobacco. _
It is an old, old favorite with every

smoker who loves the great out-doors.

Canada’s Favorite
Pipe Tobacco !

also put up in pound tins for week-end and
holiday trips.
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A story "of atine
Northwest and
Gold Fields, of

mance,

best of

Price $2.25.

THE

NEW BOOKS

BY POPULAR AUTHORS .-

GLEN OF THE HIGH NORTH,
By H. A. Cody.

the Alaskan
Daring,
L.ove and Danger.

Excellent entertainment if
you have need of such and the
this popular writer’s
most enjoyable. romances.

Postage 10c.

McMURRAY BOOK AND
STATIONERY COMPANY, LTD.

SNAPSHOTS DEVELOPED AND PRINTED

sl

THE HEART OF UNAGA
By Ridgewell Cullum

Canadian N Many a stalwart deed has

been done and 'manya brave
Ro- tale told of the forbidding but
romantic Northland; but sel-
dom has an author so combined
a tale of love, adventure and
strong, swift action with mys-

tery.

Price $2.00. Postage 10c.
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MOTHER!

“California Syrup of Figs”
Child’s Best Laxative

%
aMEY ot

Accept “California Syrup of Figs”
only—Ilook for tlie name California on
the package, then you are sure your
c¢hild is having the pest and most
barmless physic for the little stomach,
liver and bowels. Children love its
fruity taste. Full directions on each
tottle. You must say ‘‘California.”

MANY JOKES
DATE BACK TO
BIBLICAL TIMEN

Someone once said that there are
only two jokes in the world, the drunk
joke and the mother-in-law joke, says
the Edinburgh Ccotchman. There are
many varieties of the two themes,
many ways of presenting the two su-
premely comic figures; but when we
want to make each other laugh we al-
ways go back either to the drunk man
or to the mother-indaw.
The statement is an
There other
egg joke, for instance,
ing to do either
mother-in-law, the
Better 'Ole joke. But it remains to
be seen whether either of these joi
will survie, will generation
after generation as the two great jokes
do. For the drunk man and the
mother-in-law are very old jokes. They
have proved their worth by provoking
laughter for thousands of years and
\they are still the most popular jokes
there are. A comedian impersonating
a dunkard dis sure to laugh, and a
public speaker, findipg his audience
is getling bored, has oniy the
words “mother-in-law” to provoke full-
throated meriment.
Drunk Man Joke the Older

Of the two, the drunk man joke
seems to be older. The Spartans
knew it, and used to make slaves
drunk so that their laughing
heartily, might avoid the vice through
fear of ridicule. The Jews knew it
Their ancient literature is singularly
poor in comedy. There are not half a
dozen jokes in the Old Testiment, but
the drunk joke is there. Isaiah, a
grim old puitan of a statesman, made
it, and made it in excellent form. The
mother-<in-law joke is not so old, but
it goes back to classical times. We
find it in Plutarch. “A man once
threw a stone at a dog and hit his
mother-in-law. ‘Not such a bad shot
after all,’ he said.” That 1s Plutarch’s
version of the joke. It is so neat and
epigrammatic that I think the joke it-
self must have been old 1n his time.
He could scarcely have achieved sucn
perfect form unless he had been work
ing on a long familiar idea. But an-
c¢ient as these jokes are, they have
lost none of their freshness for us.
Time, it appears, cannot stale their
infinite variety. We may fairly sup-
pose that they will last as tong as our
rface does. America may go dry, but
the great comic tradition of the drunk
The
but
men will always remember what mar-
riage was because they will always
laugh when anyone says ‘“mother-in-
law.” We may picture to ourselves
the last survivors of our race shivering
in icy caves while the sun smoulders
to extinction. They will, no doubt,
cheer the degparate hardship of their
winter by inventing fresh quips abonut
drunk men and mother-in-law.

exaggeration.
The curate’s
which has noth-
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man will survive even in Texas.
Bolshevists may abolish marriage,

Though the price of collars may
come down, the wear and tear of the
laundry will remain about the same.

There is always room to suspect the
man who fears that somebody is going
to keep him from violating the law.

Your attitude towards a mother-in-
law depends on whether she is living
with you or you are living with her.

A marriage license may be a mere
scrap of paper or a piece of scrappy
paper.

THE VENTRILO-PHONE—Wonderful

Double Throat Swiss Warbler. Jird
hYnd Animal Immitator. Fun for every-
body. Catalogue and sample Sc. Stone,
‘Fredericton, N. B, Box 474.
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Install “A  Sanitary
Heating System

SEPTEMBER IS THE TIME
FOR WEDDINGS

We have just what you want
for

Brides and Bridesmaids
Bouquets.

This is the time to have your

Special attention given this|healing system overhauled, or

Tt else install a new system.
Hot water and steam heating
ADA M SCHLEYER systéms are sanitary. Most hot
o air systems are not. Why jeop-

FLORIST

NEW FUR PARL()RS

After fifteen years’ experience In the
fur business, | am ready to makeé over
furs of every kind and description.

ardize the health of your family
by having an unsanitary heat-
ing system in your home?

Drop us a line and we will
furnish you with all particulars
or call and see us.

My workmanship is of the best, S H E A , S
while the style is the very latest. N

have some very pretty pelts in stock,|

of different kinds, will be delighted to| PLUMBING SHOP

show anybody around my establish-
81 CARLETON. . SIs

ment., Give me a call,
MRS. J. E. JOHNSTON o <.
. . » FOR SALE—A quantity or old news-

EDGECOMEBE BUILDING papers, suitable for wrapping paper.
Apply at this office.
91 York Street.

THE MEDICINE WILL DO
YOU GOOD if we put up your
doctor’s prescription. The
drugs we use are the purest,
strongest and most effective
for their purpose, and your
physician will recommend

our service. Skilful pharma-
cists here to put up all pre-

siptions. T'ry us.
Wiley’s Pharmarcy
York St eet. !
b=t
YOUR

HOUSE WIRING

Have you decided to have it done
now, and would you not like to have
our price for the work? We guaran-
tee a first class job in every respect
and that we use only the highest grade
of materials to conform to all of the
local regulations. Electricity is a won-
derful convenience for you—Ilet us
make it safe for you.

WILLIAM MINTO, 306 Queen Street

PEANUT BRITTLE

In Large Packages at 25c.

Also G. B. Assorted Creams at 90c. per Ib. Moir’s Boston

Assorted at 70c. per Ib.

D. H. CROWLEY

‘Phone 1435-31.

FURS! FURS!

Our large collection of Fur Goods for the Winter 1920-21
are now on display. We have a number of LADIES’ FUR
JACKETS at prices ranging from $175.00 upward, in the fol-
lowing furs: i

Muskrat,

One door above Lemont & Sons

Neutria, Seal. Sealine, Marmot

Australian Beaver, Pony.

The Ladies’ Fur Jackets are made up in standard, as well
as the most fashionable styles, trimmed with a dlI‘fex‘ent fur.

NECK FURS

We have a large and varied collection of Ladies’ Neck Furs

‘iu all kinds of fur.
Our Store is open until 6 p. m. gvery week day, and we
will gladly show you our Fur Goods.

LOST—In Devon, a pearl rosary. Find-

er kindly leave at Mrs. Johnson's Milli-
lnm\ store, South Devon,

l} CLARK & SON Limited

FRECERISTON, N. B. anu “RANPHES.




