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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1920 

THE PASSING YEAR 

The time has arrived when all must 

say farewell to the year 1920 with its 

joys and sorrows, its blasted hopes, 

its successes and failures, its bless- 

ings and disappointments, and unite 

heartily in extending a welcome to 

1921, which will be ushered in to- 

night as the clock strikes the hour of 

midnight. As the second year fellow- 

ing the armistice which brought to a 

close the most awful war in the his- 
tory of the world, 1920 has not been a 

real year of peace, although its open- 

ing month witnessed the ratification 

of the treaty of Versailles. Although 

this brought the great war to a close 

it also revealed the existence of many 

smaller wars. Russia and Poland have 

been at each other's throats during 

the year, and the entente nations 

which were called upon to enforce the 

peace stipulations upon the Ottoman 

Empire haye had more or less trouble 

with the Turkish Nationalists. There 

has been serious trouble in Ireland 

and sometimes it seems as if the! 

world was passing through one of 

those periods of qualified peace which 

interrupted the Napoleonic wars. Al 

the same the execution of the Ver- 

sailles treaty and the inauguration of 

the League of Nations must be set 

down as the outstanding events of the 

year. The vanquished Germans raised 

all sorts of objections to the treaty 

and said it could not be enforced, yet | 

all the same it is being enforced. Em- | 

inent statesmen have pointed out the 

impossibility of the League of Na- 

tions, but nevertheless it exists today 

and is working as well as anyone 

ought to expect. The council has been 

active all through the year and Can- 

adian statesmen took a very promin- 

ent part in the meeting of the As- 

sembly only a short time ago. All the 

countries seem to be deeply interested 

in the plan, and it looks as if the most 

sanguine expectations which have 

been formed regarding the League are 

likely to be realized. 

Germany is slowly crawling out 

from beneath the ruins of the war and 

is making a very good showing at car- 

rying out the terms of the peace 

treaty. Politically the Germans seem 

to be drifting to the right and away 

from socialism and towards stability. 
The Ex-Kaiser and Crown Prince are 
still sojourning in neutral Holland 

and in the interests of world peace it 
is to be hoped that they will remain! 
there. An effort to restore monarchy 

in Germany in March last resulted in 
failure. 

The grip of the Bolshevik adminis- 
trators on Russia remains unshaken; 
indeed it seems to be stronger than it 
Was a year ago. Every effort to oust 
the soviet from power has resulted 

Sai both Houses of Congres: 

and ‘will take office on March 4th, 

M. Clemenceau, the tiger of France 

stage Ir 

retire¢ 

retired from the political 

January. President 

| at the same time and was succeeded 

by Paul Deschanel. The health of the 

latter failed soon afterwards and he 

was compelled to retire. M. Millerand 

who succeeded Clemenceau as pre- 

mier is now holding the presidential 

office and is undoubtedly the strong- 

est figure in public life in France to- 

Poincaire 

day. 

Canada has witnessed a number of 

important political changes during 

the year. Sir Robert Borden, who took 

office as Premier in 1911 retired early 

in the summer on account of failing 

health and was succeeded by Hon. 

Arthur Meighen, who had been Min- 

ister of Interior in the Union Gov- 

ernment formed in 1917. A recon- 

struction of the government followed 

and it now styles itself as the Nat- 

ional Liberal and Conservative ad- 

ministration. Provincial elections 

were held during the year in Quebec, 

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 

British Columbia and not in a single 

case did the Conservative party suc- 

ceed in obtaining a majority of the 

seats. In Quebec the Liberals were 

returned to power by an increased ma- 

jority. In Nova Scotia the Conserva- 

tive party was practically wiped cut 

and the Opposition in the next ITouse 

will be composed of Farmer and La- 

bor members. In Manitoba the Norris 

government failed to take a majority 

of the seats but being the strongest 

group is still carrying on. In cur own 

province the government led by Eon 

W. E. Foster which has given the pro- 

vince a splendid administration of af- 

fairs since 1917, has twenty four sup- 

porters a House of forty-eight, 

while the Opposition party led by Mr. 

Baxter, numbers thirteen and there 

are eleven farmer and labor members 

Two cabinet ministers Hon. Robert 

Murray, Provincial [Secretary-Treas- 

urer, and Hon. J. F. Tweeddale, Min- 

ister of Agriculture, went down to de- 

feat and their places have been filled 

by the appointment of Hon. J. E. 

Hetherington as Provincial Secretary- 

Treasulirer and Hon. D. W. Menrsereau 

as Minister of Agriculture. In the bye 

elections in Queens and Sunbury 

which followed, the new Ministers 

were returned without opposition. 

in 

In our own city of Fredericton there 

have been no marked changes during 

the year and the citizens engaged in 

the various lines of activity have 

calmly pyrsued the even tenor of 

their way. Our ‘industries have had a 

fairly prosperous year; our merchants 

and professional men have more than 

held their own, and the year has been 

singularly free from business failures 

The tax rate was high, but the citi- 
zens paid up and looked pleasant after 

receiving an assurance from the 

board of assessors that things were 
not as bad as they might have been. 

His Worship Mayor Reid and the 
members of the city council have giv- 
en close attention to civic affairs and 
we believe have made an honest ef- 
fort to give the city good government. 

While the result may not have been 
satisfactory to all citizens they should 

be given credit for honesty and sin- 
cerity. The city was honored during 

of newspaper men—one from the Un: in failure. The Year has witnessed the 
defeat of Wrangel and Denikine in| 
Southern Russia and the death of! 
Kolchak in Siberia. Russia does not! 
seem to want to retorn to Czar rule. | 
Economically the country is ir a more | 
serious plight than ever before. There 
is little industry and little production 
in Russia today and it is difficult to 
see how am early breakdown can be 
avoided, 

The year witnessed the fall of ‘the 
Caranza regime in Mexico and the! 
president paid for his incapacity with 
his life. General Obregon has been in- 
stalled as the new ruler of Mexico. He 
takes office under favorable auspices 
and with Villa, the bandit leader, ou* 
of the way it looks as if the unhappy 
country would soon be restored to its 
place on the map. 

Greece under Premier Venizelos se- 
cured permission from the pewers to 
lake Thrice and the coast of Asia 
Minor. Both regions were occupied 
and things looked bright for a time. 
Then came the death of Xing Alex- 
ander and the defeat of Venizelos and 
the recall of King Constantine to the 
throne. The Greeks are appparently 
tired of the Cretan statesman with his 
strong minded ang strong arm meth- 
ods. The return of Constantine to the 
throne is likely to cause some uneas- 

jited States and the other from Great 

iness and is not looked upon with fa 
Yor by the entente nations. 
In the Great Republic to the South | 

the presidential elections was the 
great event of the year. While the 
League of Nations was the outstand- 
ing issue, incompetency shown by the 
Democratic administration In connec- 
tion with the war undoubtedly "con- 
tributed to the sweeping Republican 
victory at the polls. The Republicans 
not only elected the president but 

Britain. They were entertained in a 
manner in keeping with the best tra- 
ditions of a city noted for its hospi- 
ta'ity to strangers and we believe 
carried away with them a splendid 
impression. Owing to high prices of 
materials building operations were 
not overly brisk during the year, but 
the outlook for 1921 is exceedingly 
bright. Fredericton is one of the old 
est cities in Canada and strange to re- 
late it is one of the smallest. Why has 
not its growth been more rapid? This 

Warning! You are not 
getting Aspirin at all unless 
you see the name “Ba 
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the year by a visit from two parties |. 
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fier Three Years of Suflvring 
“FRUIT 

624 Champlain St., Montreal. 

‘For three years, I was ill and 

exhausted and I suffered constantly 

from Kidney Trouble and Liver Disease. 
My health was miserable and 

nothing in the way of medicine did 

me any good. Then I started to use 

‘Fruit-a-tives’ and the effect was 
remarkable. 

n to improve immediately 

his wonderful fruit medicine entirely 
x the old pains, All 

& Al 

ies, indigestion and con. 

n were relieved and once mor. 

50c.a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size 2Jc. 

At all dealers or sent postpaid by 
Fruit-a-tives Limited, Ottawa, Oot 

is a question that should have the 

earnest consideration of the city 

council, the Board of Trade and the 

newly organized «Commercial Club. 

They should make it their business 

to find out the cause and suggest a 

remedy. 

What the new year has in store for 

us it is hard to predict; with falling 

prices and wage reductions there is 

bound to be a certain amount of un- 

rest and it is unreasonable to expect 

tranquility in the labor world so long 

as political and labor conditions re. 

main unstable. 

Good-hy, 1920; Welcome 1921. 
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** THROUGH OUR SIEVE 

Knee length skirts are like press 

agents. Both believe in publicity. 

- - 2 - - - 

Lima Beane says the fellow who 

paid his bills has no after-Christmas 

chills. 
= - - - - - 

To believe that two could live as 

cheaply as one used to be optimism; 

now it’s insanity. 

= * > * - Ld 

New Year’s is a good time to quit 

looking down one’s nose. Our feet will 

track better if we don’t watch ‘em. 
= » - » -. > 

By the time a man is the father of a 

large family he is no longer excited 

by a sprig of mistletoe. 

* = * - Ed » 

This column wishes you a Happy 

New Year, but guarantees nothing. 

The whole bloomin’ business is up to 

you. 

Ed * Es x = - 

“When Sunday comes hooked up 

with a holiday,” remarked the Man on 

the 'Car, “a fellow begins to realize 

that there is salvation in work.” 
- - Ll . -e - 

Mistletoe may have its uses in a 

former day, but it’s our guess that the 

modern girl doesn’t want a kiss from 

a boy whose heart isn’t stout enough 

to prompt an exchange of osculatory 

germs without extraneous influences. 

CHURCH SERVICES 

St. Paul's Presbyterian. 
Rev. J. S. Sutherland, D. D., minis- 

ter. Services at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Sundal school at 2.30 p. m. All are 
welcome. 

Brunswick Street Baptist. 
Rev. Gordon C. Warren, B. D., pas- 

tor. Services at 11 a. m. and 7 Pp. m. 
Bible school at 2.30 p.m 

George Street Baptist. 
Rev. Z. L.. Fash, M. A,, B. D., pastor. 

11 am. Laodicea, the Lukewarm 
Church; 2.30 Slnday School; 7 p. m., 
New Year's Resolution. The White 
hurch, the People’s Church Home. 

John J. 

A Happy New Ye 
John J. Weddall & Son 

take this opportunity of wishing all 

their Friends and Customers 

A Happy and Prosperous 

‘New Year. 

Weddall & Son 

BLUE BIRD 

Washer 
In a small space such as 

its chief features. I's 
premely efficient—built to 
a lifetime—handsome in 

pearance. 

ren playing about. 
Thetcost of 

week. Let us demonstrate 

LIMITED 

use supplying 

SERVICE 

ON THE LINE BY NIN 
Yes, this is possible every week 

in the year if you use the P=Y 

Electric Clothes 

we can only mention a few of 

Has no exposed parts or dan- 
gerous cogs as an ever-present 
menace to operator and child- 

operation 
negligible—just a few cents a 

BLUE BIRD to you—then you 
will understand why washday 
is no different from any other 
day to the BLUE BIRD owner. 

R. CHESTNUT & SONS 
53,000 Square Feet Floor Space in 

CHESTNUT’S HARDWARE 

During Jan., Feb. and March our store 
will close at 6 o’c'ock Sat. evening. 
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last 

ap- 

is 
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BLUEBIRD —The Aristocrat among 
all Electric Clothes Washers. 

Be i 
Hot Water Bottles 

Fountain Syringes 

Nipples, 

Pipes and Tubes 

Ear Syringes 

Baby Syringes 

Rubber Sheeting 

If its rubber, it’s best when 

bought of us. Quality prevails, 

lowest cost presented. 

STAPLES 

PHARMACY 
Methodist Church. 

Rev. Geo. M. Young, pastor. 
“ear’s eve, Watch night service at 11 

p. m. Addresses by Hr. Tennyson 
VicDenald and the pastor. 

inday, Jan. 2, 11 a.m., Annual 
“ervice and Communion; 7 

p.m. “The Law of a Secure Social’ 
Aspirin is the trade mark (re 
Canada) of Bayer Manufacture 
aceticacidester of Salicylicacid, 

of Mono- i 

ter.” the fifth in the series on the 
Ten Commandments. Sunday school 
at 2.30 p.m. Strangers welcome. 

New = 

ALDNZO STAPLES, Prop. 

Did you ever stop to think if fools 

didn’t sometimes rush in angels would 

not have any place to tread, 

‘What we would like to know is 

whether the man who says skirts ars 

to be longer is an optimist or a pess!- 

st. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

GAIETY 
Rubber Gloves TODAY and NEW YEAR’S DAY 

ROBERT WARWICK 
ve dIN: 

“THE 14th. MAN’ 
“HIDDEN DANGERS” 

4 Shows Daily—at 2.30, 3.45, 7.45 and 8.40. 

EPISODE, 
NINE ~ 

Mon.—NAZIMOVA in - “THE HEART OF A CHILD” 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE 

For your kind and valued patronage of 

1920, we thank you, and in the future may it 

‘be our privilege to serve you as in the past. 

THE REXALLSTO DIBBLEE’S DRUG STORE 
Opp. City Hall. 
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