N

A
43

Roads More Than Interest
on Whole War Debt

ADDRESS AT WINNIPEG

o oal Parallel Any Place in the
< World, e Says.

“dian Club at a luncheon at the Royal
.Alexandra on the subject, “The New
{Railway Situatign,” E. W. Beatty,

K.C., president of the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company, gave a
plain intimation of a ccming in-

crease in rates.

{  Afr. Beatty sa!d:—“Since I had the
‘pieasure of visiting Western Canada
in May last, a very important change
in the transporiation situation has
‘taken place through the sudden con-
summation of a plan for the acquisi-
tion of the Grand Trunk and Grand
Trunk Pacific Railway Companies
with a view to their incorporation
into the system of the National Rail-
iways., In due course., when the
legal and other formalities have been
fulfilled, this consolidation will take
place and the test of the possibility
of syccessful administration of a
vast system of railway under the
aegis of the Government will be
made. - It is probably the most am-
/bitious and comprehensive task
which any Government or any peo-
/ple has taken upon themselves, ex-
cept temporarily and in emergent ne-
cessity. It may be a test over a
'period of years and the results may
ibe expensive, but under honest man-
agement with independent and non-
political administration, and above
all with accurate information sup-
‘plied to the public as to the result
of these operations, the people of
ithis country will be able to deter-
{mine for themselves whether that
system is the best and If not what
Jdmprovoment should be made in it.
I make no comment on the wisdom
:or otherwise of this further exten-
sion of Government ownership of
railways in Canada. The matter
has been settled by the representa-
‘tives of the people. I am sorry,
Ihowever. that a little more time and
{information were not given both to
!t})e peope themselves and their par-
;hamentary representatives, because I
would have been better satisfied that
'eﬂ.]c decision then represented the
lew and desire of the vast majority
‘-og the people of this country, espe-
icially of the business communities,
Wk}o have a particular stake in the
railway situation and a particular
kpowled}ze of what constitutes effi-
clent railway service. The deci-
slon has been taken, however, and
tbg consolidated system will be ad-
ministered by a board selected by the
Gevernment, with experienced rail-
way'operators and executives in im-
mediate charge of the property, with
Parliament, as is inevitable, {n full
control of the financial support to be
given, and the Government of the
day with full responsibility for the
expenditures of the monies voted
fm_v such purposes. The result of
f.hls means that the railway situation
in Canada is now completely chang-
ed, and the country must depend for
some time at least for additional rail-
ay facilities, where needec upon
the National Railways or the Cana-
dian Pa-ific, because with prepond-
erating '‘mileage under the control of
the Government, it is not likely that
much eapital would be attracted to
jnew railway enterprise for the re-
wa:rdl which such investments might
bring. Therefore, I think it may
be fairly stated that such additional
construction as takes place within
the next few years will depend upon
ths willingness of the National Rail-
wiys and the Canadian Pacific to
appreciate these needs and their fin-
ancial ability to meet them.-

- MEANS KEEN COMPETITION.
~»“This is a situation which is with-

out parallel any place in the world
‘jwhere a government-owned and

\operated railway and a privately~

sowned and operated railway not
;gr'eatly different in the matter of
zmlleage_ both with, of course, ade-
iquate credit, have in their hands the
ialmost exclusive right to remedy
transportation insufficient at most
places throughout Canada. It is
trug. I think, that this will provoke
a highly competitive condition. How
effective this competition will be
Wl.” depend upon its honesty and its
fa.xrnes's If political methods are
19 be introduced into the competi-
dion, and facilities provided in ac-
cordance with political expediency
or if political rewards follow the
extent of the support or otherwise
which is granted by shippers to the
National Railways, then I shouid say
the competition would be unfair and
of doubtful commercial or naticnal
value
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“During the course of the vear, the
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ceived a letter from Sir Joseph
Maclay, British Minister of Ship-
ping, in which he points to this
fact as a conspicuous example of
the effective way in which the work
of the Canadian railways as per-
formed. |

“Since the war, there has been con-
stituted the Railway Association of

“Railway Situation in Canada With-[Canada, whose executive comprises

the presidents of the principal raq-
ways in Canada, and in the organi-
zation of which is contained varicus
committees from the operating,

wiﬁnipeg'_ Addressing the Cana-|financial and traflic officers of the

companies, who are constituted to
act joint'v, when joint action would
be in furtherance of the trafiic n=-
cessities of the people or of the rail-
ways. Mr. Hanna and myself sit
on the executive Committee, and I
am' very hcpeful that with the ex-
perience he there gains, he will be
confirmed in his original deci.ion to
be a railway man and not a politi-
cian.

“I have known Mr. Hanna “or a
great mapy years, and my apprecia-
tion of his personal qualities and. of-
ficial ability as disclosed in the
numerous exacting and difficult posi-
tions he has becn called upon to fill
is very gxeat. The fact that he was

has always, both personally and offi-
cially, retained a very sincere affec-
tion for Lis forimer company has not
detracted from my appreciation of
him.

“Mr. Hanna and I have a grcat
many problems in common and
others whick are individual because
peculiar to the different systems of
railway opcraticn, in which we are
respectively involved. Occasionrall~
it may be necessary in public utter-
ance- for us to refer to each other,

much less public interest or public
in:portance than my opinion of the
National Railways and Mr. Hanna,
unless it is Mr. Hanna's opinion of
the Canadian, Pacific and myself.
Mr. Hanna rather departed from the
rule a few we2ks ago in Teronto, and
with his characteristic Scetch pawky
humor, wkatever that means, said
that the trouble with me was that
I did not beliéve in public ownersaip,
but that I would hope for its success,
and that notwiths*anding the fact
that the Canadian Pacific had occu-
pied a v.ry unique and strong posi-
tion within th~ Empire, in a fow
months’ time it would be number
two instead of number one, and that
was where She shoe was pinching.
As I say, Mr. Hianna intended this
to be a. humorous remark, but Scctch
humor is sometimes hard to under-
stand, aud his audience, a most in-
telligent Toronto audience, misun-
derstood him and applauded his
prophecy of the advent of another
railway system, bigger and better
than the Canadian Pacific.

“I imagine that r. Hanna and
myself could sit down today and
discuss with the utmost candor the
general rallway situation. Inciden-
tally to that we could, I think, agice
without much discussion as to which
was number one and which was
number two. I say this without any
hesitation or reservation, because I
know what a wise and experienced
man Mr. Hanna is. I can say with
equal confidence, I think, that five
years from now Mr. Hanna and I
could discuss the question with equal
frankness and agree between our-
selves as to which was then number
one and which was number two. Of
course, it would be the same rail-
way, but as I have sald, Mr. Hanna
is a very 7ise man. Five years hence
he may even be wiser than he is
now, but that would not be neces-
gary to enable him to reach a correct
Conclusion.

» A CHEERFUL PROPHET.
“Mr. Hanna has recently adopted
the role of prophet for the National
Railways. He 18 a cheerful pro-
phket, and he paints a glowing pic-
ture of the future of the properties
under his charge. This is as it should
be, and he §8 wise in making it as
attractive as possible, He has re-
sceatly taken his penci! in hand and
added together the joint mileages ot
the Canadian Northern, Intercolonial,
Transcor tinental, Grand Trunk anl
Grand Trunk Pacific railways in
Canada and the United States; he
has likewise added the number of
engines and curs of al! descriptions,
tons of _zight carriadl on all sys-
tems and has concluded the National
Railways are, or will be, the greatest
ra‘lway system in the world. I d»
not dispute his flgures as to mileage,
and I do not imagine It is of much
public importance whother the gross
earnings of the comsined &ystems
are greater or less than the Canadian
Pacific. Up to the present, they are
less, although the mileage i3 greater,
but T do say that the test of the best
or worst railway is not necessarily
determined by mileitze, and “best”
and “bigizest” are .not necessarily
synonymous terms. Companies must

;‘(’)‘";; 4 great many 'T’f"’b"‘ms- due | ciand or fall on the character of the
e emergencies which prevailed service thev render and if on< rail-
which were unusual and of great y !

than another’s, if its officers are
more efficient. its rervica more cox-
peditions and its lusiness tranene-
tions with the p b!!ec more satisfac-
rightlv ' re~arded as the hest,
or snmevthat Ipea’ “han {ta T"\"-‘]'s_
“The Naticral Kallways and our-
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trained In his earlier years in the |Parks in order to meet that new and
service of the‘Canadian Pacific and ?0('“1'” political-railway competi-
ion.

or the interesis which we represent, from the jurisdiction of the Board
but I recognize that these refer- of Railway Commissioners, but I am
ences will be few and far hetween, | 2OPeful that in  time this will be
because I can imegine notning of | 'eWedied. The accounting methods

solves ar~ confronsied with cond'tirns
aro olroat with-
ot nrocedort, and whish, with the | way comra
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wToNs evwracrdinarily diMcult. We
both appreciate that the people is a
jealous and exacting mistress, but
we also know that the public i3 a
generous and persistent friend, nce
its confidence is secured. We know,
too, that no sentiment will control
the success of our efforts.
“Heretofore in Canada there has
been, I think, a prevailing decency in
competition, which has been encour-
aging. I have no reason to expect
that that will change, or that tia
ulethods and measures taken by the
National Railways to further Its in-
terests and extend its busines- will
be any less reputable than those
taken by the Canadian Pacific or by
the Canadian Northern, the Grand
Trunk, or any other system, which is
now consolidated or to be consoli-
dated into the National Railways,
but_ there is always the danger of
political methods being adapted to
the business of railroading and poli-
ical influence being used where
business raethods fail to accomplish
the desired result. I was very glad
.to read Mr. Hanna's sirong plea for
independent administration, which
means business admifiistration, be-
cause I weould dislike to see post of-
ﬁxceg), docks, and public works and
institutions of all sorts made depen-
denp upon whether the community
d_esn'mg them gave support to the
National Railways. If that hap-
p.ened. we might have to establish
libraries, hospitals, theatres and

“The foundation of competition
should be the same. The legislative
control of Parliament, the regulatory
control of the Dominion Railway
Commission should be the same in
respect of all railways operating un-
der the federal jurisdiction. This is
not .the case as yet, the Government
having reserved by statute special
rights to the National Railways not
eajoyed by private companies and
withheld it in certain particulars

and financial returns of all- com-
panies should likewise be absolutely
:dentical. Given these essential pre-

(cific, and there is nmo occasion, so

mises and the National Railways the
indepgndent administration which |
their officers desire and you will see|
railways competing in this country
under conditions which will sh’mu—;'
late their efforts and redound to the
advantage of all those whn do busi-
ness with themn. Whether these con-|
ditions will prevail, I cannot say, be«
cause the almost Irresistible inclina-
tion of those who supply the money |
is to demand a voice in its expendi-|
ture and in the management of the;
institutions for the finaacing of|
which they are responsible.
MORE REVENUE ‘NEEDED.

“I do not pretend to speak for the
National Railways, but no doubt, as|
in the case of the C.P.R., large su:ns“
of money are required to complete |
work that has been heretofore im-
possible to undertake and to extend |
facilities to meet the rapidly increas-
ing needs of the couatry. Neither of
us can stand still; we must progress
if we are to receive our fair share
of the country's prosperity. In or-
der to do this we must have money,
and money can be obtained only in
two ways, by stock or bond issues,
or by revenue. Operating increases
cannot be taken care of by the form-
er. The extraordinary recent costs
of maintenance and operation can be
met only in one way and that is by
increased revenue to the companies,
and in this we need the sympathetic
support of the people who demand a
high standard of railway operation
and railway service which can be
secured only, in view of the prevail-
ing high psices, by paying a trans-
portation charge at least equal to
the increased cost of operating. You
are all aware that in 1918 railway
wages were increased in Canada by
an amount aggregating $77,000,000,
an amount greater than the interest
on the whole of the war debt of Can-
ada; the rates were at the same time
increased and they brought in $43,-
000,000 additional revenue to the com-
panies; in other words, the increase
in rates failed to equal the increase
in wages by the enormous sum of
$34,000,000. There can be only one
end to that condition, unless the rev-
enues are readjusted to meet these
increasing costs, While rates will
have to b3 again increased, they
cannot be int-eased indefinitely and
our great struggle from now on will
be to reduce costs in order that in
time rates themselves may be lower-
ed. There are only two ways of re-
ducing railway rates, and one is by
large increase in the volume of traf-
fic and the other is by decreased cost
in the carrying of traffic. No ordin-
ary increase in business will be suf-
ficient to take care of the extraordin-
ary Increases in the cost of labor
and material which the railway com-
panies have fgperienced in recent
years.

<] know that you, gentlemen, are
very well informed on the subject of
railroads. I kaow that many of you
are, or have been, persistent users of
the railroads. that you have compe-
tent critics and that you have come
in contact with their operations in
a more intimate way than most citi-
lzens of this country. You will I

way's service is ecnsistently hetter | think be the first to appreciate the

accuracy of my statement when I
eav that at no time in the history
!nf this country has there been more
1eed for an approciation of the proh-

tory, it is the r~ilway which ‘will be[lems of the raflwevs and more 2eed
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ther its mileage ha somewhat more
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of Canada, but one of the most cor-
pulent, Its problems are the prob-
lem of Canada; it has a grave in-
terest in the economic and indus-
trial future of Canada. I can imagine
nothing which concerns « Cana,da'a?
progress that does not concern di-
rectly, or indirectly, the Ca.na,dlan‘
Pacific. It is, therefore, proper inf
its own interests and that of its
shareholders, that its officers should
take an interest in {ts commercial]
and trade problems, and further the
solution of them to the best of their

ability.
“It is equally proper that Cana-
dians should concern themselves

somewhat with the problems and
administration of the Canadian Pa-

far as the Canadian Pacific, or anyl
other railway, is concerned for the
people to regard them as soulless
corporations, when their stake in the
country is so great, and their in-
terests and your interests so much
in common.

“There Is always in the minds ot
some people a mystery in the exist-
ence and operation of any large cor-
poration, whether Government own-
ed or privately owned. It is sup-
posed to conceal within the walls of
its offices ~machinery for many
things not directly connected with
its enterprise. Nothing could be
further from the facts. Being public
utilities, they are open to more
criticism than other institutions.j
Their affairs are more public, and
their officers better and more wide~'
ly known. They are easier to ander-
stand though they are huge in size,!

and their ramifications are great.
Since 1904 the railways of Canadal

have been required to justify ever_vi
rate., act and practice which af[ect—;
ed the public or the public interest.
Can this be said of any other enter-
prises? (

SANE OPTIMISM NEEDED. ‘

“rhe problem of increased costs;
practically brings the railway com-
panies in common position with oth-
er citizens of Canada. The cure for
it is greater production and. trade
expansion, hard work and thrift. It
sometimes seems to me that we lose
sight of the very fundamentals on
which ‘the prosperity of this coun-
try has been heretofore based. ’l}xe
foundation of our economic stabil-
ity rests upon perseverance, work
and the rewards which come from
it. We have no more right to ex-
pect to receive high wages anc_l hl:'hI
compensation unless we can zive an
:‘-,deduate return in service, than we
have a right to expect to appropri-
ate and keep what does not belong,
to us. The necessity is preached
from one end of the country to ‘the
other, and it cannot be p‘roacned
too often, because unless it is prac-
ticed this country will not epjo_v its
share of the world's prosperity and
will not be able to meet the very
disauieting conditions which bhave
resulted from the economical up-
heaval of the last five years Heads
of financial interests see it, and :ad—
vise economy of all kinds. Indivi-|
duals appreciate it and to some ex-
tent are practising it. GO'.'ermr.w.nt.s.‘
federal, provincial and mummpali
must also see it, and practice  § or |
else hard times will succeed our pre—‘
sent era of prosperity. It has al-|
ways seemed to me that hard times!
do succeed any era of great spend-!
ing or extravagance, and it is a ser-!
fjous commentary on the common,
sense and sanity of people that it
{s necessary for the realization of|
these consequences to be obtained |
by experience instead of by a care-!
tul appreciation Y of the trend of!
events and by modification and pru-
dence anticipate and prevent the
natural' consequences of extrava-
gance and imprudence. I am an op-
timist; I do not see how anyone
could be anything else so far as:.
Canada is concerned, with its nat-!
tural wealth and the virility of its|
people, but with great optimism can;
go equally great discretion, and the!
fact that a man or a nation, is fulll
of hope and confidence docs TOT|
mean that he should disregard thej
warnings of the times, or with his!
eyes on aris own future fail to nb-i
gerve the economical pitfalls im-|
mediately in front of them.”

In this progress towards full pros-
perity. Mr. Beatty said he saw the!
western provinces playing a great
part.

“In conclusion I would seriously!
urge upon you all the pammmmt'
necessity of quiet sane considera-j
tion of Canada's economic problemsj
as they develop. It is, I think :m'.v{
conceded that most of the errorsi
made in past years have been d.m(
to a too ready acquiescence in ill-{
congidered policies and a serious in-f
difference by the people as a whole)
to the correctness or otherwise ofl
the conclusions reached I iama AT}
think, quite within the mark in suy-
ing that our principal railwayv angd)
economic mistakes have been due "o,
the lack of keen pppreciation in;
those whose concurrence permilied;
the adoption of these policies. Th-sra;
is no time in the history of S
country when the views of extrem-
{sts should prevail as little 1s now.!
The difficulties which confront us,
are not insurmountable if the solu-i
tion of them are given the modor-|
ate and sane consideration which i3
indispensable to a correct conclia
sion. Appeals to prejudice and tra.
ditional hostllitz are fruitless ni‘
permanent good. Given the prope<
recognition of the diversity of econ-
omic necessities which inevitahly
exists in a country the size of Can-
ada. and a serious and single de-
sire to meet and diapoce of them [N
the intercsts of the counfry as a
whole, and I would have every cong
fidence that onr errorz waou'ld hie re-
duced to a ™inir~um™ ard the rconng

“ima Aol

with the pub-
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Pacifs {g a odt-|
rst citizen | serious setback.”

omic strength of th~ country ine
creased hreand the ® ossibility of
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. NOT A GOOD RISK.

Yancouver, March 2.—Burglary in-
purance agents in Vancouver are lim-
#ting their liability to $50 when they
are approached for protection for li-

gmor supplies in private houses. Scotchl

and rye espedially are considered not
:geod Tiska.

SUICIDE LEFT
NOTE BEHIND

New Westminster, B. C., March 1.—

J. B. Burnett, of Vancouver, who com-
lml-tted suicide with poison in a local

hotel left the following note:

To those whom it may concern:

hira ——— e -

ROUGH ON RAATZ.

Out of wiork for a long time on ac-
count of ill health, High cost of every
thing has taken my savings. My health
and physical strength are gone. OIld
age, nearly seventy; no relations or
friends; a stranger.

Signed, The Suicide,
J. B. BURNETT.

Marriel—Miss Anna Rough to Mr.
William Raatz, on Jan. 8th.—Der Ver

einsbote.

People who believe in being fash-
sonable have the flu. The others have
the grip, or jrst @ bad cold.
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The Electric Lights

Illuminate your home with it and
ask for particulars

THE MARITIME

ELECTRIC CO.

FREDERICTON, N. B.

/J

OCAL IMPROVEIENT ASSOC

N 1T ANNUAL SESSION

Officers Re-elected—Work Carried on During the Past Year
—Increased Grant Will Be Asked of the City Council—
Financial Statement for the Year Presented by Colonel

T. G. Loggie, President of the Association.

The annual meeting of the Local
Improvement Association of Frederic-
ton was held here Monday night. The
annual report was presented and the
annual financial statement was receiv‘
ed.

Annual Report

The annual report read hy the pres-{
ident Col. T. G. Loggie was as follows

The usual work of caring for the
public grounds of the City was carried
out by the Association- during the
Spring and Summer months within
the limited funds at their disposal. No
tree planting was undertaken owing'
to a shortage of funds, but it is pro-
posed to set out in the coming month
of May at least one hundred elm trees
chosen from the best of those now
growing in the nursery of the Associ-
ation; these trees will be planted
principally in the new streets lately
opened by the City and in some of the
bare spots of the older streets, the
trees to be supported by substantial
guards. |

The raking, rolling and cutting of
grass in the public grounds of thef
City, as will be seen by the Financial |
Statement. absorbed three fourths of]
the total grant, and in this connection
we would say it is our opinion that
work of this kind will always have the
support of those of our citizens who
believe in maintaining the beauties ofl‘
the City that nature has so well en-
dowed.

Work Accomplished

In the annual reports that have
been made from year to year it has;
been pointed out in a general way |
only what work was undertaken and
what performed.. It would perhaps noti
be out of place to enumerate some of}
the work that has been accomplished!
since the Association became active
in beautifying the City. In the first|
place in the vicinity of one thousaml;
trees have been placed in the streets:
and public grounds. While many of]
these trees were wilfully destroyed :\,f
large proportion of them have succeed;
ed in forming shade and beauty. Now
that elms are planted in our nursery
the Association has a young stock of
500 more ready to be set out, Take a
look any band night at the crowds of
people enjoying the concerts opposite
Parliament Square and contrast it
with conditions before the Association
under the direction of the late Mr.
Henry Chestnut, beautified this spot.
Visitors say it is one of the beauty
spots in Canada and at the other end;
of the City we claim another beauty
spot at the Victoria Hospital corner.
where some seven hundred loads of
earth were required to do the levell-
ing. One small triangle at the corner
of Queen and Church Streets was lev-
elled at the expense of one of our
members and over two hundred loads
were transferred from two iblocks|
away. The front of the old grave yvard

from Carleton Street up was filled in
by our Association at considerable ex-
pense and these are only a few in-
stances of what the Association has
accomplished in this way. The present
appearance of the C. N. R. Station
grounds is due entirely to represen-
tations made by the Association after
considerable correspondence with the
Railway authorities when plans and
recommendations were drawn up by
us. The care of the Military grounds
on Queen Street is anofher matter we
take credit for. This was accomplish-
ed by constant appeals to the author-
ities at Ottawa.
Gun Carr}ages

Something will have to be donz dur-
ing the coming summer in replacing
the remaining carriages of the guuns
which 'were presented and set up at
the expense of the late Governor
Snowball, otherwise they shomld be
taken down to avoid accidents. The
cost of replacing the four wooden car-

s riages in concrete will be in the vicin-

ity of $240 and the Associatton now
ask the City to pass a vote for this

Seven
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Your Grandfather

sevenly years ago, treated the
coughs and colds of his family
with

SHARP'S
BALSAM

of Horchound and Anise Seed

It is still the best treatment for coughs,
colds, croup, asthma, etc. Relievestickling
in the throat, and is valuable in cases of
whooping cough and diphtheria.

MR. GEROW’S OPINION
In 1883, Geo. W. Gerow of St. John, said:
1 Sharp’s Balsam in my
¢ wears and can
ad it as being an ef<
t for colds, hoarses
ecially croup.”

“I have us
family for th
;

ness anc

Ash for this famous old remedy when
you need a cough medicine. It fs endorsed
by thou s of satisjied users. Sold at

d‘-ug and general stores everywhere—25e.

The Canadian Drug Co., Limited I

St. John, N.B. 12

account to-day.

PAID-UP CAPITAL
RESERVE FUND

H’ A Good Investment

THE money you save earns interest
when deposited in our Savings
Department, and both principal and
interest are safe and can be obtain-
ed whenever required. Open an

68A

THE. CANADIAN BANK
OF COMMERCE

$15,000,000
$15,000,000

- -

FREDERICTON BRANCH, W. T. Gerald, Manager.




