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NOMADS OF INDIA ARE SAIDTO 
BE IMMUNE TO POISON: WOMEN 

INDIFFERENT T0 SNAKE BITES 
J 

There are many places in Calcutta 

where one can obtain a plentiful sup
- 

ply of snake venom, and it is per- 

haps significant that Italy is one of 

the largest buyers of snake venom 

trom India. A large consignment of 

make venom accidantally was discov- 

sred being dispatcuer to Italy the oth- 

pr day and on making cacerul inquir- 

ies a correspondeny of an F:rglish pa- 

per in Calcutta was informed about 

the strange source from which this 

supply comes. At the month of the 

Banges, the sacred river of India, 

there is a large tract of marshly land 

ralled the Sunderbunds. More than 

half of this tract still is unexplored. 

In the Sunderbunds there exists today 

a tribe of snake catchers, pursly no- 

“madic, living on boats, who ply their 

rade between the marshes where the 

most venomous of ~rdian snages. the 

robra and the krite, live, and the by- 

lanes aof Caleutta where are situatea 

the shops of the venom vendo:s. E h- 

ty to 85 per cent of thx total tribal 

strength consists of women, who fexl 

themselves as much at hom: among 

the death-dealing repiiles as among 

human beings. 

It is remarkable that thesmembers 

of this tribe seem to possess immiun- pipe or the gourd The note of the pipe erable princes and 

ity from \the poison of any tvpe of 

snake, whether it be the dread hood. , 

cabra or tae spotted black snake. 

of the 
ea 
|The Engpish correspondent: 
‘ Statesmen, says: 

| “After watching a few tricks per- 

formed by the women with their cob- 

ras, cobras that had {heir poison: 

glands intact and which struck at and 

bit the women on the face to their 

supreme indifference and {2 my _abso- 

lute horror, I parted with the tribe. 

Before I left, though, I learned that 

the tribe was quite immune from the 

poison of spalka whatever. Cer 

tainly, from what I witnessed T did 

not doubt it for a moment.” The] 

women and nen of the tribe have to 

resort to a irick however, In order to 

catch the snakes. Most the day! 

the snakes live underground in litile| 

any 

of 

able to resist. When it is being play- 

ed they must leave the safe harbor 

of their holes and go as near to the 

player as they can, and then sway to 

the rhythm of the music. If it is pos- 

sible for 4 player to go on for hours 

on end, he will find in the cobra an 

absolutely perfect listener. To an or- 

dinary mortal, not belonging to this 

tribe, there the danger of being 

quickly despatched to the other world 

if he fails in his notes or his rhythm. 

But this is not a consideration at all 

for these snake catchers writes a cor- 

respondent of the New York Herald- 

Tribune. 

is 

They get to an island, surround a 

likely shrub,-and one of them begins 

to play on the reed. In about ten 

minutes the krite, or hooded cobra, 

is seen gliding into the open toward 

the piper. It stops near him and, rais- 

4 Bs its hood, begins to sway with the 

music. The piper waits till he feels 

that the music has got hold of the 

serpent, and then he 

faster .and faster, 

high a scale as he can in al great 

burst off on 

and runs it 

of music and—breaks 

plays the pipe] 

up as| 

to buy a few reptiles. 

The immunity of these snake catch-' 

ers is said to have basen derived from 

their being descendants of a snake! 

man called Astika, famous in Hindu 

mythology. Astika was supposed to! 

have been born of 4 sage and a snake | 

maiden, and when once the King of! 

Hastinapur was, as a matter of ven- 

geance for the death of his father, 

pursuing a deadly War against snakes. 

Astika got the King to save the Lord 

of the Snakes. The ‘Snake Lord gave 

a blessing to Astika and sajd that his 

descendants would never be harmed] 

by a snake bite so long as they did not 

kill nor attempt to kill any snake. 

Then, of course, that immunity will 

cease. Therefore, however brave the 

snake catchers of the Sunderbunds 

may be, none of them will dare ever to 

kill a snake. So long as the remains in 

i their hands they musi care for it as 

| they would for their own child. When 

lit is sold what happens to it will be, 

's0 to say, its own funeral! 

| holes which {hey have usurped from | the top note. The snake stands mo- KEEPING AT IT. 
les ‘nie ey Né : pe ron 7 44 

the white ani or rodents — Tike a cob- tionless as if paralyzed, and then the] ~ 

s 5 Ee sles ac. | Piper calmly walks up to it, and catch The clouds pass by, the seasons 
ra in g readily prepared holes,™ ac-}’ EN | Fs 

-ording to © com.non saying among |'P& hold of it under the head. push- come and go, 
cording » om.no Saying a ons { # A y 

I Jian about persons whe are too es it down in his basket, coil upon The fashions change and kings suc- 

; others to work whila | coil. If thore is more than one snake, ceed to kings, 
L 21'S wv is ¥ \ prone to allow 

they snatch away the prize. | 

However, ile rephiles have one 

weakness which is fatal to their exist- 

| ence. They are music mad especially 

"the mronotonous music of the reed, 

’ 

is the one thing on earth they are un- 

large 

then the o.ker members of ths party 

calmly appropriate them. There is a 

market in <Calcutty for 

snakes, especially those of the poison- 

ous Besides the Zoological 

Gardens at Calcutta, there are innum- 

chieftains who 

these 

variety. 

But of all stubborn objets here 

below 

Alarm clocks are the mo. t persisy 

tent things. 

— fo ell 

“What do you mean you are 

embarrassed? 

shy of cash.” 

financially 

“I'm 

> = Se — 

To The First Baby Born in Fredericton in 1926 

1 

boast of zoos and always are willing 
} 

, and Carr's Melton. : 

Our New Line of Light a d H 
O’Coatings Have Arrived 

Irish Frieze, Chincillas, French and English Montin: ge, Beav 

PRICES RANGE FROM $35.00 TO $90.00. (Silk linings extra). 
Our EVENING DRESS MATERIAL is better than usual. We make 
a specialty of these garments, ih # 440 

WALKER BROS. 
Queen St. Fredericton ; 

Fd” 

For Christmas Cooking & 

PURITY BREAD FLOUR, FIVE ROSES BREAD 
FLOUR, SNOWFLAKE PASTRY FLOUR 

These are old reliable brands Gnd can be de- 

pended upon'for satisfactory results = 

* RATS 
! { 

For Sale by 

'G. W. HODGE 

E. 0. MacDONALD 
WILL GIVE A 

Phonograph Record 
WILL GIVE TO 

Rules:— 

in 1926 Gifts will b 

. Hour of Birth. 

THE FREDERICTON MERCHANTS 

FREE! 
the Gifts announced in this advertisement. 

Presents will be given under the following 

1—For the First Baby Born in Fredericton 

2 Statement 'of attending physician must 

be sent to “The Mail” office of the Exact |. 

ITS PARENTS 

e given. 

JAS. S. NEILL 
.& SONS 

WILL GIVE 

A BABY’S 

BATHTUB | 
to the First 1926 

Baby. 

HARVEY'S 

STUDIO 
WILL GIVE AN 

8 by 10 

ENLARGEMENT 
of the WINNING 

BABY 

A CHILD'S SET 

WILL BE GIVEN BY 

LAWLOR & CAIN 

to the First Baby 

Born in 1926. 

R.W.LINDSAY 
WILL GIVE 

SIX CAKES of 

BABY’S OWN 

SOAP 

to the First 

1926 Baby 

WILEY’S 

DRUG STORE 
WILL GIVE 

A BABY’S 

GIFT BOX 
to the Winning 

Baby 

I will CLEAN FREE 

a DRESS or SUIT 
FOR THE 

Parents of the First 

Baby Born in Fred- 

ericton in 1926. 

C. D. HEARNE 
374 Queen Street 

D. J. SHEA 
WILL GIVE 

to the First “Little 
Beauty” born in 

Fredericton in 

1926 

A 

“LITTLE BEAUTY” 

NIGHT LAMP 

THE DAILY MAIL 
WILL GIVE 

A YEAR'S 

“THE MAIL” 

First Baby Bern in 

1926. 

SUBSCRIPTION to 

to the Parents of the 

SHUTE & C0. 
WILL GIVE A 

“JACK and JILL” 

FORK and SPOON 

SET 

to the First Baby 

Born in Fredericton 

in 1926. 

T. E. GEORGE 
292 Queen Street 

WILL GIVE A 

WHITE SWEATER 

to the First 1926 

Baby Born in 

Fredericton. 

W. ALLAN 

STAPLES 

WILL GIVE A 

FLASHLIGHT 

to the First 1926 

Baby Born in 

Fredericton 

MONTREAL 
TORONTO 
DETROIT 
CHICAGO 
LIMITED 

RAILWAYS | 
INTERNATIONAL 
Leaves Shh ie: iio Montreal, 10.00 2. m.' Daily “rs 

Ar. oronto 5.40 P. M. ory 
E Ar. Deiroit 11.30 P. M. -- % 

Ar. Chicago 2.00 A.M. 
Se OCEAN LIMITED 

Makes connccticn Daily frcm all Maritime Province Points’ 

Fer Fares, Reservaticns, Etc., Apply To 

F. B. Edgecombd or R. A. MacMillan » 
City Ticket Agent \ Ticket Agent, C. N. R. Station 

~ 
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PALMERS eh 
Moose Head Brand : 

Hunting 6TishingB oots 
For generations hunters 
and fishermen all over the Ces SR 
continent have Lr oy eS 
ed the utter dependability, § ig ; 
honest materials and sterling 
construction of these time- 
tested boots. 
Through bush, streams and the i 
roughest going, these sturdy yet £2 23 
flexible boots will ensure your So 
entire foot comfort. And their 

wear is proverbial. 

See High, waterproof 
wn With noiseless Flexible 

=— Sewed-on Sole of heavi- 
est oil-tanned leather. 

‘Hand made to your individual _ Sie 
Teasure. Lo Son 
Send for Catalogye;  showingour § odie 

complete line. & 15 

A Boot For Every Purpose ri 53 

JOHN PALMER CO., LIMITED | * 
FREDERICTON, N. B. 

DYE or TINT any cloth 
any shade Perfectly. - 

Ask your Druggist or Storee. 
keeper to show you the Shaded 
Color Card, also ask for a book 
let. & ¥ Aide 

Johnson-Richardson, Limited, 
Montreal, Can, 

Advertise in the Ma 


