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The debate on the budget in the 

Legislature last evening was continu- 

ed by Mr. Evans, one of the new 

members for the county of Queens. 

Besides replying to charges made by 
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Assembly Chamber, 
. April 12th, 1926. 

The House met at 8.45 p. m. 

The following bills were 

third time: 
A bill fixing the assessment of the 

Wilson Box Company, Limited, re- 

garding Woodstock debentures, re-| 

garding Fredericton. debentures, an 

agreement between the New Bruns- 
i wick Power Company and the city of 

Saint John, incorporating the Trus- 

tees of the U. N. B. Endowment Fund, 
and amend the ‘Municipalities Aat. 

MR. SIDDALL gave notice of 

quiry for Thursday next. 

Mr. Evan’s Speech. 
MR. EVANS, continuing the debate 

on the budget, said that on rising for 
the first time to address the House, 
he would crave the ' sympathy and 

forbearance of hon. members, and 

feeling sure that such would be grant- 

ed he could proceed with more con- 

fidence. 
He congratulated the Speaker upon 

his elevation to such an’ honorable 
position so early in life, and hoped 

that he would have many years which 

would be full of happiness to himself 
and service to his country. 

He also wished to take the oppor- 

tunity of congratulating the mover 

and seconder of the Address for per- 

forming so well what must have been 

a difficult duty. To the mover of the 

Address he wished to say that the 

people of Queens county took pride 

in the fact that it was a native of that 
county to whom this honor fell. They 
were looking forward to a bright fu- 

ture for this hon. member for Kings, 

and felt sure that he would bring 
honor to himself and his native coun- 
ty. 
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Religious Propaganda. 

The hon. leader of the opposition 

when addressing the House early in 
the session took occasion to speak 

at length on the race and religion pro- 

paganda which he claimed was carried 
on during the recent election cam- 

paign. It was his (Evans’) humble 

opinion that in doing so he (Veniot) 
was guilty of the very thing which he 
condemned in others, and he (Evans) 
spoke of it himself only because the 

hon. member had read a letter which 
he claimed had been written by a 

gentleman in the county of Queens, 

and which contained the names of his 
colleague and himself. It was evi- 

dently intended that the general pub- 

lic should infer that they had inspir- 

ed this and other alleged letters and 

propaganda. Mr. Evans said on behalf 

of his colleague and himself he wish- 

ed to emphatically deny any connec- 

tion whatsoever , with such propa- 
ganda. He 

ignorant of the’ 

letter or 

the hon. 
were 

Shortening 
IT IS A BIG SELLER. 

Cake Uo “ee 

circulated in the county 

Mr. Evans of Queens Acquits Himself Well in De- 
bate on the Budget—People Not Receiving 
Full Benefit of Great Coal Deposits of Sun- 
bury and Queens—Tells How a Larger Mark- 

0
 

said they were entirely | 

existence of such a 

any of a like nature which 

leader of the opposition said 

of 
Queens. He did not think that the hon. 

gentleman had any proof of the ecir- 

re 

Ftd hsba of Cols 
Plant in N. B. is Urged 

be Obtained—Local Mat- 

culation of such letters, or that he 
had any proof that the letter he re- 

ceived was genuine. He thought it 
was quite possible that this letter was 
written by one of their political op- 

ponents with the idea of doing them 
harm. 

Demands the Proof. 

He wished to ask the hon. leader 
of the opposition how that letter had 

come into his (Veniot’s) possession, if 

he had any proof whatever that this 

letter was genuine, any proof that it 

was actually written by the man 

whose name was attached to it. 
He would like to ask the hon. gen- 

tleman if he had read the whole of 
| this letter, if that letter did not con- 
| tain another reason why, in the writ- 
ers opinion, the government should 

be opposed, and if that reason was not 
that Mr. Garfield McCrae was wasting 

the people’s money on the roads. 

McCrea’s Activities. 
It was the same Mr. McCrea that 

the Hon. Minister of Public Works 
spoke about a few days ago as having 

sold a famous tractor to the govern- 
ment in 1923. As he stated McCrea 
was paid $1,800 for this machine, yet 

it was entirely unfitted for road work 

and last fall when the new road sup- 

ervisor went to take possession of it 
it was shown him by MecCrea, who 

said “There it is, and it isn’t worth a 

dollar,” and yet it had only been used 

a few days after having been pur- 
chased by the ex-minister of public 

| works. 
{ Was Worth Watching. 

| 

It was the same Mr. McCrea who 
y was brought before the Public Ac- 
| counts Committee in 1922 and was 
| found to have authorized double pay- 

| ment for certain road work. Also he 
| was considered worth watching by all 

| the officials connected with the de- 
| partment of public works who had had 

|any experience with accounts sent in 

| by him. Despite all ‘this the road en- 

jalnpars were told by the member for 
| Queens County, who was also the pro- 

vincial secretary in the late govern- 

| ment, to keep away, leave this man 
| alone, that he was to have a free 
{ hand; and without any supervision by | 
| thes e engineers McCrea had had ig 
| supervision of work costing over $55,.- 

000, since that time. Last July McCrea 

had sent in pay sheets amounting to 

over $8,000. In this connection he 
wished to read from the directions 
sent out ito all supervisors last spring 

over the signature of the ex Minister | 
of Public Works: “Supervisors are for- | 
bidden to employ their own teams on 

road work, when it it possible to ob- 

tain teams from other persons. Super- 

visors are also forbidden to employ 

any members of their own family on 
road work, unless it is impossible to 

obtain the necessary help elsewhere. 

Disobedience to the above orders may 

bring about dismissal.” 
Disregarded the Rule. 

Mr. McCrea evidently was not bound 
by any such directions, for we find in | 
looking over his pay sheets that dur-| 

ing the month of July he employed his | 

nephew, his brother-in-law, his son, 
his prospective son-in-law, his brother 

and ‘team, and another brother's team, 
hig (McCrea’s) wife, himself, his own 

team, his cow, his hens. He presumed 

that Mr. McCrea did not own those | 
two domestic animals which are gen-| 
erally found on a farm, a dog and a| 
cat, or if he had he was sure that, 
there would have been a bill for their 
services around the camp. During the 

same month these relatives and ani- 

mals received from the public treas- 
ury over $1,000. 

MR. EVANS said he could under- 
stand that it was not possible for 

supervisors in some country districts 

to carry out the rule the ex-Minister 
of Public Works had laid down with 
reference to employing relatives, but 

it looked as if a man like McCrea had 
just a little bit too much liberty. 

Kept Cow at Camp. 

Mr. McCrea had bought a piece of 

land and on it built a large camp for 

the road crew. The camp was built 

with public money. In view of the pur- 

chase of a $1 tractor for $1,800 he won- 

dered how much McCrea would have | 

| received for the land if ithe old gov- 
ernment had remainel in power. He | 

(Evans) was informed that McCrea | 
| lent his cow at the camp and there it | 

was fed on hay paid for by the gov- 

ernment. There were several bills AE 
milk from McCrea. so apparently this 

cow was fed on hay owmed by the 

| zovernment, but she gave milk owne:l 

by McCrea. Perhaps the hon. member | 
for Kings (Smith) who spoke some | 
time azo could after a wconsnltation 

with the ex-Minister of Health ex- 
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plain satisfactorily how this was pos- 
sible, 

No Auto Plates. 

It was one of the duties of all road 

supervisors to report anyone driving 

a car without a license, but it was 

common knowledge in that section of 

Queeng county that MeCrea and some 
of hig relatives and close friends were 

driving cars without any license 

plates, On nomination day at Gage- 
town he (Evans) stated from the plat- 

that McCrea and others wera 
t [operating three carg without licenses 
o | and were buying gasoline at various 

stores and having it chargel to tha 

ment. Since tha: time ir had heen pos- 

sible to examine some of McCrea's 

— 

| ours 

| also by 

CE 

pay sheets, and it was found that tre 

bought gasoline all the way 
Norton to Cody's a distance of twenty 
or thirty miles. He made purchases 

and ran accounts at none or ten dif- 
ferent stores. 

Bought Gasoline. 
In May and June, 1924, he bought 

gasoline to the amount of $18.93. In 
August of that year his gasoline bill 

was $40.90. In September and Decem- 

ber it was $19.38. In June and July 

1925, it amounted to $75.96. These 

gasoline bills were paid by the depart- 

ment in 1924. They ware paid in June, 
1925; but the department refused to 

authorize payment in July and August, 
1925. As this was in the department 

presided over by ithe present hon. 

leader of the opposition, perhaps he 

could say why it was right to pay for 

gasoline in June, but wrong to pay for 

it in July. Undoubtedly this gasoline 

was used by McCrea and his friends 

in their automobiles. 

Has Joined the Exodus. 
He had devoted some time to the 

doings of Mr. McCrea operating under 
the protecting wing of the ex-Provin- 

cial Secretary, for the reason that it 

was quite apparent that there had 
been reckless misuse of the people's 
money. Just how much m~-~2 serious 

| the matter might be show: fo be on 

close investigation it wo: 1 be dif- 

ficult to say, but he bel” 2d there 
should be fuller investigatic. 
He said we would now h.:ve to let 

Mr. McCrea rest from his arduous la- 
bors and enjoy life in the United 

States, for soon after the election 
he put the international boundary line 

between himself and his old haunts. 
It was said that under certain circum- 
stances a man might enjoy more free- 

dom in that country than he could in 

his native province. 

Road Expenditures. 

The hon. leader of the opposition 
stated in his speech last week that a 
large amount of money had been ex- 

pended on the roads in Queens last 
fall in order to elect Mr. George B. 
Jones. He (Evans) wished to say that 

the money which was spent in that 
county at that time was necessary to 

complete work which had been start- 

ed by the former government, and to 

make the roads passable so that any- 

one could get out to vote. Perhaps 

the hon. gentleman had overlooked 

the fact that the expenditure of $130,- 

000 or $140,000 was authorized last 

summer in the Parish of Johnston, 
the home parish of the late Provincial 

Secretary. That money was spent 

with the evident intention of electing 

that hon. gentleman, whom the hon. 

| leader of [the opposition, he under- . 
had called the fifth wheel of stood, 

| the government coach. This [fifth 
wheel evidently wobbled very badly 

{ and the pcople of Queens County by 

electing the present government mem- 

bers had ditched it entirely. $130,000 
to elect a member was quite an 
amount, more, even, than $75,000 for 

a senatorship. 

The Coal Industry. 
The hon. member for Sunbury when 

he spoke recently mentioned the coal 

industry at Minto. As part of this 
coal mining district was in the coun 
ty of Queens represented by his col- 

league and himself, he also wished to 
deal briefly with it’s needs and pos- 

sibilities. 
He did not think that the people in 

New Brunswick generally realized the 

importance of this industry. As coal 

mining was carried on in many places 
it was true ‘was comparatively 

small, but ‘since steady employment 

was given to 600 or 700 men directly 
with many more benefitting indirectly, 

with an annual payroll of approxi- 

mately one million dollars and an 

(average annual output of 250,000 tons, 

paying into the provincial treasury 
la direct revenue in royalties of about 

$40,000 it was he believed of consid- 
erable importance to this province 

when the great need there was today 

of industries of every kind was con- 
sidered. 

A Market Needed. 
The output at Minto could be great- 

ly increased if the coal could be sold. 
There was a large market right here 

in New Brunswick if our own people 

would use this coal. He did not claim 
that the coal was of the highest qual- 

ity, but it was a good average grade, 

of bituminous and gave good results 

when used in equipment adapted to 
it. That was quite evident from ithe 
fact that large tonnages were used 

annually by the 'C. N. R. and C. P. R. 

many manufacturing plants 
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