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Chief Supt. of Education as President of N.B.
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Teachers’ Institute,

Exercised—Also Mentions Distractions From
School Work—$3,400,000 Spent Annually on
Schools of New Brunswick——Textbook Mat-

ters.

et .

The New Brunswick Teachers’ In-
stitute in ifs first session this aftei-
noon.,held in the Assembly Hall of
tre new High Secnool, heard the an-
rual address of the President Dr. W.
5. Carter, Chief Supt. of Education.
Dr. Carter as usual made an ad-
dress which contains much which is
worthy of thought. Many of the press-
ing educationa! problems of the day
were touched upen by him as well
ins problems peculiar tc the Province
of New Brunswick. The address was
heard with marked interest.

Chief Superintendent.

The address of Dr. W. S. Carter,
Chief Superintendent of Education
and president of the Associaticn was
as follows:

At the last meeting of this Institute,
held in Mona:on, there was a very
stropg sentimeut voiced to hold the
next meeting during Easter week,
and the Executive was instructed io
give the matter consideration.

The Executive gave due attention
to- the proposal when it was found,
that there were difficulties in the way,
which had not been foreseen, when
the proposition had been presented.

Fredericton was entitled to this
meecting, in accordance with the usual
rotation, and the teachers in the west-
ern secticn of the Province expressed
a strong desire to have it there, which
the Executive enaorsed.

At Easter dates proposed, the Nor-
mal School and University would be
in sien, as also the Legislaturs,
with the usual number of transient
visitors in connection therewith. This
would render the accommodation
the larse awnber of teachers who
weore expected to attend difficult, if
not impossible. Beside, the assistance
we usually receive from the Normal
School Staff, would not be available.
So that it was either Saint John at
Easter, or Fredericton at the end of
June, and (he latter date was decided
upon for the nresent session. If you
decide to have the Insutute twe
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Says Control Must be

yvears hence at Baster, in Saint John,
the difficulty of accommodation will
not arise. though unless the Normal
School and University be closed, we
shall not be able to call upoun their
faculties, as we have many times in
the' past.

1t seems to me, considering the na-
ture of the Season and travel condi-
tions during Easter Week, that we
are rather fsrrunate that we postpon-
ed it until June. &

Some Statistics.

As has been my habit in the past, I
shall first bring to your notlce recant
changes in the School Law and Regu-
lations, necessarily touching briefly
upon them, and later discuss some of
our problems, as we shall never reach
the stage where we shall not have
them.

According to statistics, last year
was the best in the history of our
Public Sehools, and the two preceding
vears were record ones.

There were approximately
pupils in attendance, 2450 teachers en-
gaged, in 2,300 schools.

The attendance has not
creased, but also the regularity, due
no doubt to some extent to Medical
School Inspection and the preven:
tion of contagious diseases.

80,000

only in-

Large Sum Expended.

was expended, according to
$3,400,000

Funds,
Dis-
lest
may

There
the returns made, nearly
for Education., from County
Provincial Grants and School
tricts—a substantial sum,—but
we should seem extravagant, 1

ogo—

- High School Closings
Have Become Too Costly

W. S. CARTER, LL.D, D. C. L.

President N. B. Teachers’ Institute.

in the Frnch Districts many punils
obtain their High School instruction
in Coavent Schools, and of course, are
Lot reported to us.

School Attendance.

When
school
point

been

dealing with the matter of

attendance, it may be well to
out that some has
dorie us as to illiteracy. Unlike
the other Provinces, the age for admis-
sion o0 schools here is six. In the past,
the Dominion Census enumerator
raported as illiterate those over five
years not in attendance at
School. In consequence, this Province
has lost in the census ccunt, all child-
ren bYefween the ages of tive and six,
between 20.300 ond 25,000.
we shall have a better

injustice

of age

esti'nated
In the future,
caan:e, it is propased to enumer-
ate - in g The Dominion statisti-
cian, who vigited us a few weeks ago,
informed me that in the group under
ten vears of age, Quebec and New

QU ps.

add that the cost of Education in this|
Province is less than in any other |
Province in Canada, except one
two, and less than one half that of the
highest.

There has b2en a marked
‘n High Schoo)] attendance, =nd this,
in the face of our usual disadvantages,
in that we make a poor showing ml;
parer for all ahove Standard V in
Ungraded Schools, as they are nat n"»f
curately reported in the returns; and |

or

increas2

Brunswick ranked very high. It has
been alleged as one of the causes of our

ipoor showing in the past. that it was

French Districts. This I
whatever may have

due to the
doubt very much,
been conditions years ago, today the
French Districts are as well provided
with Schools as the English. If they
do not make as good zhowing in High
Cchool attendance, it is hard to say, if
their
were taken in

schools
they

nrivate
whether

at
account,

attendance

“*142° as Advertised”

mate.

H

“F.j-n-a-n-c-i-a-1-I-y,” said the room-mate, spelling out the word slowly. As
an afterthought, he added: “And ‘embarrassed’ has two r's and two s's.”’

How often have you said
pay”? If you had known the price in advance you would have been spared this
little embarrassment. That's one of the great services rendered by newspaper

advertising.

By reading the newspaper advertisements before going to the stores, you
know what you will have to pay for an article. You need not reveal your finan-
cial status to a salesman. You perhaps do not like to ask the price of goods
anyhow. If the merchant has told you the price in his newspaper advertise-

OW do you spell ‘financially’?”

ADVERTISEMENTS. REGULARLY!
contain just the news you would have welcomed.
PAPER ADVERTISEMENTS. KEEP INFORMED.

% articles that interest you.
That’s the way to save time,

to a salesman,

ment, you do not have to ask.

Any way you figure it out, IT PAYS YOU TO READ THE NEWSPAPER
The one advertisement you skip may
READ ALL THE NEWS-

The intelligent way to shop is to read the newspaper advertisements and
then go to the stores that offer the best values. Make notes beforehand of the
That’s the way to get the mast for your money.

When You Know the Price in Advance, You Can
Ask to be Shown the Goods—

“as Advertised”

asked a college student

“That's more than | care to

of his room-
o2

would suffer by 2omparison. French
candidates wre takicg full Normal
School* troinimg 1 pregressively in-
creasing numbers and very often they
ar2 among {he leaders in our examina-
tions, nor is this due to the bonus. It
fraquently occurs that English Can-
didates make higher marks on ths
bonus than the French Teachers.
Teachers Plentiful.

The supply of teachers, for the firvt
time in many years, exceeds the de-
mand. This has enabled every distriet
to secure a teacher and loca! licenses
are no 'onger issued. This is an ad-
cantage and a disadvaniage. An ideal
condition would be supply equal to
demand 7his however can not well
be. and as it does mot seem expedient
to stimulate a supply of teachers
greatly in excess of demand by “urtker
granting loans to student teachers,
many of whom would not be able to
secure employment, the Board of Bdu-
caticn has ordered that no more loans
be granted after the end of the pres-
ent schoe) year. As it has always been

a business tran:action requiring in-
terest at 6 per cent. no great hard-

ship can result.

Loans were an emergency ‘var mea-
sure to encourage a better supply
teachers and were not intend-d
continue after that end had
tained

or

to

been af-
Enrollment at P. N. S.

At one time we were three or fonr
hundred short-—Normal Schorl
tendance fell off, niearly one half,
teachers were going to the other Prov-
inces givirg better salaries or enter-
ing into o"“ier ocecupations wholesale-—
while costs of living had more than
acnnled, “ew districts had volunteer-
ed to increase salaries during the wai.
Loans and minimum salaries gradusl-
ly relieved the situation and
teachers some assurance for the
ture, Normal School attendance
d to such an extent
the accommodation of that
tevond capacity ‘and
the enrolment has been
thre2 hundred (300),
that can be adequately

At present no teacher
$500 per frem all sources—not
an excessive salary will ad
m’'t. considering the ad‘ded costs of
living—on the maintenance of these
salaries the future of our teacher sup-
depends. Given unlimited salarv
and it wili not be long

al-

zave
fu-
in-
as to tax
institution
at
limited
which . 18

crease

present
to
all
prcvided for

HES

gels less than
year

any one

1 ply
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Committee’s Good Work.

I hope to be in a position to hava
the changes made at the beginning of
July, 1927, I desire here to express ny
obligation to the present Text Boock
Committee for their untiring work and
interest in thig matter. T think in the
interests of the schools and teachers,
the knowledge and experience they
have gained of texts should not be
lost too soon, and that we should mnot

meetiug, snd T hope in time this plan
may be followed until at least all com-
mon szhcels may be supplied. In any
free Schocl System providing fres
education the tools of the same should
be free, if are to be consistent.
T'ext book requirements vary and pro-
gress with the changing conditions of
the times. In the “Educational Re-
search Bulletin” of the University of
Ohio for May, there were

we

some in-

change horses when crossing a/vestigations and comparisons of text.
stream. I hope you may see your way | books of the past and present, show-
clear to continue this Committee un-|ing very striking differences in ths

til at least its work has been com-| point ¢f view then and now. It would
pleted. {take tco long to discuss these hers.

‘While the sup-committees of tha| Texts have been free in the United
Text Book Committee have States almost from the beginning ot
strenuous work upon text books, it is|free schools. In Canada, there is mo
light the Province that does not make some
which will be involved in formulating | provision for them. In British Colum-
bia, I thnk, nearly all texts are free.

There are some who object to free
texts on the ground that there is 2
sense ¢! ;ride in ownership. One new
text is given to each pupil.

The man on the street usually views
with slarm changes in texts, if he has
to pay fer them, and there is an opin-
ion often expressed that we change
too frequently, while others justly
complain that many of our texts are
obsolete. We should always seek to
“the latest tool of the trade.”
This is true of all occupations and in-
dus‘ries and everywhere you may see
praclically unworn machinery discard-
ed for later and improved implementa.
In the United States there is a regn-
lation in many places, that texts shall
nol be changed until after three
years' use.

The old Royal Readers were in use

done

in comparison with labor
the revised courses of instruction.

Where two or three teachers
gathered together there is
difference of opinion
work  prescribed for
grades or standards. You will bear in
mind that your committees are com-
rosed of the most skillful and experi-
enced teachers, whose only object is
to do justice in as far as possible, to
all. We shall forbearance
and sympathy in the matter. It i3 very
likely any cofirse wi'l be tentative for
the time, and no doubt some adjust
ments will have to be made.
Destructive Criticism.

Our courses of instruction at pres-
ent are much more meagre than thos»s
of some other provinces. I think it
may be said of us truthfully, that we
do net indulge in luxuries, and that
the fundamentals occupy the promin.
ent places, nevertheless we do not es-| here about 30 years, and despite tha.
cape criticism, mostly of a destructive|fact that we never had better, I think
kind, a favored expression is, “Thalit be agreed that after such a
course is overloaded”, no lapse of time in usw, they would be-
gestions  of compulsory subjeci|come stale, and not in touch with
that shounld be dropped. more modern sentiment and advance-
bulk of our work in common|ment of knowledge.
school grades is furnished on the re- Changes Are Needed.
quiraments of the 3 R’s. To these ars We have more than one text now.

are
usually a
the
variovs

regarding

the

ask your

have

with

suz-

any

he

added a little history, geography,|in use for nearly a quarter of a cen-
grammar and elementary science.|tury. If these texts had been free they
Does anyone suggest that we could| would have been changed long ago.

do with less? ‘While cheapness is an important

Our Iigh School course has abo!-|consideration in the selection of a
ished j.atin and Grezk as compulsory|text, it is not the most important, we
subjects. T do not think if our boys|should be unhampered in the selection
and girls are to keep step with the  of the best, wherever produced. Text
times and compete with others, with| books made to order have Tusually
any justice to them, we could do less.|been disastrous failures. The best
We are very prcud of their recm‘ds! ones have been the work of genius,

conipetition
before teachers will be as scarce and
as hard to obtaln at any price as dur-
ing the war, and our last state will be
worse than our first.

Our amended

Pension legislation,

both at home and abroad, and T do not|and written without any definite de-

embracing a
abling those who climb to the higher
positions to earn a larger pension is
encoucaging to those who make {each-

g

~neir profession.

Teachers' Pensions.

At the present time we are spending
approximately $20000 per
penzions, of which the teachers
tribute about four fifths. The contribu-
tion of the Province is
creasing year by year, as was expect-
ed, and will continue until
equilikrium is reached. 3

T'eachers will observe the large in-
terest they have in fund
should carefully guard it for themsel-
ves and their successors. Any breach
in the Alet will be regarded
cedent for others and will be danger-
ous. With the approbation of tha
teachers, University of New DBruns-
wick Professors holding valid licenses
to teach have been allowed to come
in, by paying the maximum dues and
arrearages with compound interest.
Some other applications have been
made. I would as to
that it is a good rule to take on our
rells only those whose service is a
matter of record the case with
2il our teachers.

Text Book Changes.

Teachers will be glad to know that
definite steps have been taken tc pro-
vide for changes in many text-books,
s0 long needed and so often promised.
The delay has not in any way been
due to lack of interest or initiative
on the part of your Text Book Com-
mittee. The causes for delay were var-
‘ous, and among them, High Costs,
Unsettlement of World Conditions,
Limited perspective since the war,
disinclination to stir up the man on
the street, by adding new texts to edu-
cation costs, especially, when eleo-
tions are pending.

For a long time there has been an
opinion forming that in our selection
of texts we should harmonize at least
with the Maritime Provinces, in the
interests of economy and for other ob-
vious reasons. Our present Board of
Education is strongly in favor of this
policy and I am instructed that in the
near future, committees from each of
thege provinces will meet to that end.
In the meantime, sub-committees of
the New Brunswick Text Book Com-
mittee have had variocus texts under
review, and at Easter made several
recommendations which will come be-
fore the general committee. More pro-
gress would no doubt have been made,
but for the fact that matters educa-
tional are somewhat unsettled in
Nova Scotia, owing to pendiug
changes there.

year iIn
con-
however in-

to do so

and

this

as a pre-

suggest these,

as is

disability clause and en-

think that we should put them at a!sign as to where they will be used.
disadvantiage, Wa have been defie-! The Red Cross.

ient in ‘the past in the subject of There is no agency in the world
Physics, one of the most important of today, regardless of nationality, that
any curriculum. Already some <ol-|has as great an influence in cement-
!leges lck askance at this lack in our|ing the friendship of all peoples by
!trzniniug. and we shall have to amend|the exercise of sympathy and ser-

it. !\'ice as the Red Cross.
Scme Changes Made. i ‘Wherever there is war, famine, dis-
In a paper of this length, which 1{aster or disease, there the Red Cross
have writien for ilie purpose of con-|1S upon the ground, rendering service.

We
necessity of helping this Society an:

ciseness, it would be impossible wiih-| have become educated to the

]
|
out taxing your patience too greatly,;
to dwell at length on . the \-arion;!ne"“' question its objects.
changes which have come into opera-| ‘hen some time ago, the Junfor

Red (Cross asked a half hour of your
school time per week from each teach-

tion since our last meeting. Among the

most important may be mention2l,
votes for married women—wives of|®er Who would be willing to give it, =
school meet-|{&0od many of us looked askance at

qualified ratepayers—at
the proposition, not that we doubted

its objects, but we feared we could
not spare the time. There are 8,000 -
to the display’ of a greater|000 members of Junior Red Cross in
amount of interest in school matters.|nearly every corner of the world, and
We shall expect in consequence 3fthe number is rapidly increasing.

much greater attention to health, san-| We have a number in this Prov-
itation, and the tmprovement of thelm('t‘- which is growing and which I
school grounds and premises. Another | hope will continue to grow. If T ever
change which will be advantageous|had doubts as to the work and influ-
to many districts,-—one man one vote|ence of Junior Red Cross, a better
knowledge of its work and influence

School Trustees.
change will doubt be con-

as

T his

|

ingz, and also their eligibility to a.‘l’
)

no I

ncive

at school meatings—. It has happen-

ed that uninterested non-residents|has convinved me that it is one of
have attended school meetings for|the finest agencies in our schools to-
the scle purpsse of curtailing im-|day for good citizenship. ‘Wherever

lower | there is Junior Red Cross in a school,

provements in the 'mterest of >
| there are better behaved pupils in the

taxes. This cannot now be done.
Opportunity Schools. [ chool, on the street and in the l.1omes.
Notable achievements of recent ‘ Their motto is Service and their con-

pporiunity Schools | tributions are voluntary. I wish it
were possible to put before you a
statement of the crippled or diseased
children, it has been instrumental in
curing or relieving. Its work along
these lines has becoms so well known,
that several Societies have offered fo
assist it with necessary funds.
Much Work to Do.

With each teacher's Provincial
Grant in February last was sent a

The Saint John Schoo! Board has| circular, asking the teacher to repo:t
been anthorized to =xpend a sum not|any cases of crippled or diseased
exceeding Five Thousand Dollars for | children within their knowledge. Out
free kindergarten work in that City.|,0f 2400 teachers only 900 replied and

There has also been authorized the|these replies disclosed & great amount
payment of board, or provision for|of work for the Society to do, and
ocnveyance, of isolated pupils living( Which it is undertaking with the as-
‘n unorganized districts. There has|sistance of others. This work may not
been advantage already taken of these| seem important to some of us, but h.OW
privileges and we are assisting in pay-| important it is to these suffering child-
ing the vcard or a few pupils. | ren, I hope Miss Lawson w%ll hav.e the

There las ali> been anthorization| 01?1?0”1”1“." to tell us, during this In-
to City School 3oards to supplement| stitute. :
pensions given by the Government to| It may be mnecessary to take this
and o great| census from time to time and I hope
;;111 teachers will respond, as it wiil
be at least reassuring to know you
have taken cognizance of the matter
and that there are no meedy cases
within your knowledge. There is much
latent artistic ability among our pup-

The forward ils, and Junior Red Cross is one
tain free text books to pupils of the|of the few avenues through which, at
lower grades has been taken and has|present, it is able to find expression.
gone into operation, smce our last (Continued ox Page 6.)

years have been C
—seven in number, started in the City
of Saint John. ! understand that Fred-
ericton and Moncton are also contem-
plating similar departments. Tem‘hex\'!
will appraciate the relief furnished L\_vl
such schools, as these pupils are pres-
ent throughout schools. I will
not enlarge on this subject as there
are to be two papers pertaining to it
given at the present institute.

our

teachers of lony service
merit. This has been drne in
cases, and is a greally appreciated en-
act uent by more than or: deserving
tearner. I trust the esenple these
Schonol Boards will te centagious.
Free Text Books.
step of providing

severai

of

er-

A




