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BYNOPSIS

Polly Long, a little mannequin,
falls in love with Ralph Halliday,
2 married man. Ralph is in love
with his own wife, Lola, but they
have drifted apart. John Blake

is also in love with Lola, but

Ralph’s family have succeeded in |

John
and

preventing the marriage.
and Polly
Polly is happy enough until her
mother dies. She then moves into
a cheap apartment with Annette,
who is also a mennequin, and
mekes good in the chorus of a
musical comedy. Lola falls from
an airplane and injures her spine.
and Ralph turns all his attentions
Annette is scarcely

become friendly

to his wife.
the right companion for Polly and
John suggests that they marry and
try to make each other happy. He
rushes her into it. In the mean-
time Lola improves, and She and
Ralph seem to come closer to-
gether. John is called out of town
and Polly gets a chance to play
second lead in a new play called
“Peacock Feathers.” John returns
with good news of his own, which
he does not get a chance to tell
her. He discovers that night *hat
he loves her and yet he allows her
to 'go to Washington for the open-
ing of the play.

INSTALLMENT FORTY-NINE
“THE OPENING NIGHT.”

There was one strange incident that
marred the opening of “Peacock Fea-
thers” in Washington. For a moment
thtre was a ripple of excitement in
the
acting was carried on as though the

the aundience, and then, because
inecident were a part of the play, noth-
ing more was thought of it until later.

The audience fashioned,
clusive—the house was packed.

was ex-
The
stage was set for a drawing room and
the situation, one hetween two wo-
men and a man, was tense.

Polly was one of the women. Book-
ed on the program as Diana ‘Carruth-
ers, she wore a white velvet evening
dress, and carried a peacock feather
The

the leading part, was unimportant he-

fan. other woman, who played
side this girl who seemed to hold the
center of the stage.

Polly played part of
She like a child
more mature woman ‘who, in the ply,
had stolen Polly’s husband from her.
Evelyn Masters

the the wife

looked against the

was speaking
that she knew only too

handle.

lines
well how to
She was in back and her gold
hair was bound
head. She was a great
she knew it. The situation was hers.

“You are his wife,” Evelyn was say
Ing in dulcet tones, “you are his wife.
but what does that matter
loves only me?’ He loved

close against her

favorite and

when he
me when
he married you and he loves me now.
Ask him—he will tell you—the truth!”

Triumph rang in

her tones and

Polly, slim and girlish, shrank before l

her,

|

|

o Hushands
WCI ntec e beyo Betchelar

The battle was between the\
two women—the wife, and the woman

matter.

he had loved before his marriage.

X s » figures in his possession which show-
“ = < y hold own.

Do \you AN that you cam U6 | JOUr 3 p hat haq| €4 that in 1925 the sum of $43,900
him against me?” Evelyn went on! Polly shivered a little. What had .43 heen expended on the roads of

passionately, her tones round and gol-|she said?

den in the tense silence.
with yourself, if you can!”

The stage was lighted by wall brac-

i kets and lamps, but there were tall

wax candles burning on each end of
the piano. Polly was standing close
to one of these candles and as s-2
raised her arm suddenly her fan o?
peacock feathers caught fire. It was
a dramatic moment, and one not ex-
pected. ©Out beyond the footlights
the author almost had a convulsion.
It was an accident of course—but
how prophetic if they could retain the
Not that they could. Tt meant

a fan for each performance, and such

scene!

| an outlay of expense was ridiculons.

The management would never stand
for it.

Polly saw that the fan had caught
fire and 'was at first frightened. Then
for some Teason that she could aever
afterward explain, she lost all her
fear. Instead of dropping the fan,
she turned it slightly. Tt was
ablaze now, but she was holding it
toward Evelyn

all
away from herself
Masters, and when she finally dropp d
the charred remains to the floor and
began to speak, she added words that
the author had not written
lines.

into her

They were just a few lines of her
own but they were simple and sin-
cere and the embers of the fan on
the rug between the two women were
so prophetic that it was easy for Polly
to swing into her own lines.

“] am honest—I know he loves you

”

Out beyond the footlights the auth-
or collapsed he
spoken. But
And the girl had

into his seat when
heard his own words
what a situation!
carried it off so easily, not only that
she
quest of what might have been a fias-

but had made a dramatic con-

co. If it hadn’t been for her presence

of mind the scene might have had
ridiculovus if not tragic consequenc-s.

The curtain dropped on the seccnd
act to deafening applause from the
audience. Tt rose again and the thre«
characters on the stage bowed and
smiled. Then Polly walked out to
her dressing room which was soon

crowded. The author came back and

congratulated her. Miss Masters was
lavish with praise—last but not least
Hamilton. And
the others, knowing that Royal Ham-
ilton was responsible for the girl’s ap-
pearance in left
gether.

there appeared Royal

the part, them to-

‘“Polly, you were wonderful.”
“Nonsense.”

stole the second act from Evelyn Mas-

ters, and how you did it 1T don't

know.”

“I couldn’'t do it

“Of course

again——"

not; it’s too dangeron

For a moment the man did not | You might have been seriously injur-

“Be houest‘ Feathers and bad luck. She couldn’t the L;Ol.lmy of York . had receiveg]
i | only $27,000. In the county of Resti-
exactly remember, the words Were o,,che which had increased in

“You were, every one’s talking. You |

b

Has Kept House and

Hon. D. A. Stewart, who delivered
the closing speech in the budget de-
pbate in  the Legislature on Friday,
was in good form and had mo diffi-
culty in wiping up the floor with
opposition critics of the government.
He spoke with his old time vigor and
was the means of injecting a lot of
pep into the debate. While he spoke
for less than half an hour but got
over a Jot of ground and quickly
silenced opposition speakers who at-
tempted to interrupt him. The Min-
ister's e&peech was followed with
great interest.

Following is the official report:—

HON. MR. STEWART extended his
congratulations to the mover and
seconder, and also to the hon. Prov-
imeial Secretary Treasurer on his
budget. Regarding the hon. member
who had just taken his seat he
would like to point out that a few
years ago nearly the whole Execu-
tive Council was located in the
county of Gloucester. Th:y had the
Premier and Minister ol Public
Works, and also the Attorney Gen-
eral, and when they lost the Attorney
General they imported another from
Moncton to take his place. Now that
Gloucester was no longer in control
of affairs, his hon. friend (Doucet)
appeared to be ill at ease. He
(Stewart) knew of nothing more
vicious than a Liberal robbed of
office, and his hon. friend had cer-
tainly displayed viciousness in the
course of his speech. It was very
unfair to him to say that the county
of Gloucester did not receive its
proper share of public money. He had

ed. But what I don’t understand is
how you happened to have presence
of mind to make up some lines of

Something about Peacock| Gloucester, while in the same y®&ar

all jumbled in her thoughts now. She population in ten years, more rapidly

had been frightened, too; she was than any other county of the prov-
| ; 3 ince, there had been expended $27,-
frightened now, and she began 10 14 and part of that had been charg-
led to the Campbellton and St.
Leonard highway, which was to serve

| tremble.

Royal drew a flask from his pocket three counties.
and pored a small drink into a glass“‘
Polly shook her head, but he insisted. |

“You musn’t argue with me *now.'a

Expenditures Compared.

He would like to deal briefly with
matter brought up by the hon.
It will leader of the opposition during the
You closing days of last session, when
& he referred to an expenditure on the
don’t want to spoil the play just after| roaq from Campbellton to Richards-

1 know what’s best for you.
brace you up ‘for the next act.

you virtually made the second act.” | vills. He had afterwards heard it
stated that he (Stewart) did not

The raw liquor forced its way down|assume responsibility for that ex-
penditure. With reference to the

Polly’s throat and she choked and

swallowed.
Royal waited.

| road in question he had found that it
| was costing more for maintenance
‘thau would provide a sinking fund. if

: it was made a hard surface road
“Bet oid G 2 ask after. a min- X Mg
Better? He asked after a %" The Richards Company hauled eight
ute. million feet of lumber over it every
She smiled up at him. year and that was in addition to
y b | the regular traffic. The road was

« c v ’ - yas . ¥ s
Yes, thank you. ] And she Wa$) 311/ miles in length and it had been
better. She felt as if she could re-|redbuilt at a total cost of $44,000,

peat the secne at once and do it ever which amount included the cost of a

R ; _| ten-foot arch culvert and a roadway
so much better than she had. PO“"‘embankment. He would like to com-
was not used to the effect of alcohol,’ pare that with the road between

and the drink, small as it was, had| Catham and Newecastle, constructed
¥ | when his hon. friends were in power
sent the blood rushing through her| ats, soniet SRY 700 ek stie. Ei6 ek

veins. She felt warm, excited, happy,| that it was only right when his hon.
gay. }friem]s opposite offered criticism for
“We'll him to make some comparisons. The

have wsupper afterward,”|. . i
DI ' ' information

Royal said as he left her. “They're|the ChathamNewcastle highway was
expecting a lot from you.” |taken from the official record and
tapan ] reht” Polly said eavly buf qux}e different from the camouflage
Sy D B | which was handed out to him when
as Royal closed the door and she|lhe sat in opposition on the other
turned to the mirror she shuddered.|®ide of the House.
One of the peacock feathers had The Ottawa Delegation.

His hon. friend, the leader of the

canght in the shoulder strap of her opposition, had made reference to the

dress. Her fingers trembled as she|delegation which went to Ottawa to
: ; e attend the Inter-provincial Confer-
pulled it out and threw it on the floor. ence. He probably spoke of that
Tomorrow—Lola and the Dress. matter because he had nothing bet-

ter to offer in the way of criticism
of the government. Before bringing
the matter up his hon. frend should
have enquired what it had cost the

The Man—What's the difference be

tween an old maid and a bachelor| Province to send a delegation to Que-

girl? « h_e(- t.p secure the passage of legisla-

3 tion in connection with Grand Falls

The Maid—Only about three years.| power development. That delegation

had cost the province a much larger

—_— —————— == | sum than the delegation which was

sent to ‘Ottawa. Hon. Mr. \'oni:)l!

H d s c Id had afterwards made the statement

a a evere o in the House that he had the assur-

ance of Premier Taschereau that the

| bill being promoted by the then |

1 coughed Incessantly Government would be passed even il';

| + he found it necessary to crack thel
; party whip.

Mrs. C. Fehrman, Selkirk, Ont., | MR. MICHAUD said that the hon.

writes:—¢ ¢ Last winter I suffered from

minister in fairness should have stat-
a very severe cold.

I coughed inces- "oq that much of the expense was in-

santly which irritated the glands and

he gave with respect to|

Minister of Pablic Work!
Speaks in Budget Debate

Replied Effectively to Opposition Criticism of His
Department—Some Comparisons Made With
the Old Administration — Says Government

Lived Within Its Income.

not the lowesi. Some action was
necessary when the engineer report-
ed to him that a contract colld not
be completed for the amount of the
tender. He knew of one case where
his predecessor had awarded the con-
tract and the price was $14,000 in ex-
cess of the lowest tender. He knew
of one case were an estimate of
$42,000 by the engineer a contract
had been let for $28,000 and it had
cost the province $55,000 to complete
the work. That had been done under
the old administration and he could
not say the wrong course had been
pursued, yet his hon. friends op-
posite were now criticizing him be-
cause he had not always accepted
the lowest tender. It had been said
that the engineers of the Department
were incompetent because they did
not always correctly estimate the
cost of a piece of work. The facts
did not bear out any such conten-
tion., With reference to road con-
tracts awarded by his department,
the estimates of the engineers came
very close to the actual cost of the
work. For instance, contract No. 1
was estimated at $37,662 and it
cost $36,231 when ' completed. Con-
tract No. 2 had been estimated at
$36,660 and had cost $37,864, while
Contract No. 8 was estimated at
$20,283 and it cost $20,000.
Engineer’'s Competent.

While it had been claimed that the

engineers of his department were
not competent,
that a number of them had been

in the employ of the old administra-!

tion. If any hon. members opposite
had any charges to make against
the engineers of his department they
should make the same from their
places in the House and not resort to
insinuation. If charges were made he
could promise them that there would
be a thorough investigation. Only
the other day he had heard an hon.
member opposite throw out an insinu-
ation against a member of the Prov-
incial Police force. If the hon. mem-

he would point out |

—

HON- ‘J A. STEWART
Minister of Public Works.

ber believed what he said to be true
he should have placed the matter
in the hands of the Hon. Attorney
General or the Commissioner of the
force.

MR. LORDON—The Hon. Premiear
assured me that he had nothing to
do with the force.

Faith in Engineers.

HON. MR. STEWART said that
the engineers of his department were
quite competent to perform their
duties, and he had every faith in
them. Not long ago he had a man
tell him that there was mnot a
straight engineer in the department.
He had asked that man to ecither
put his statement in writing or re-
peat it in the presence of a witness.
He did not want to have it in the de-
partment an engineer whc was in-
competent.

MR. DYSART said that the Oppesi-
tion were not to blame for wkat
p2ople’ said about the enzineers.

HON. MR. STEWART—I am
'neither an engineer or a lawyer but
I do not propose to let -either of
them put anything over on me.

! (Continued on Page Three.)

Manitoba
Wheatfields

of Montreal is daily
sponsible farmers to
business.

THROUGHOUT Canada the Bank

This Bank is at all times prepared
to advance loans on terms consis-
tent with sound banking.

BANK OF
MONTREAL

Established 18i7

Total Assets in excess of $530,000,000

FREDERICTON BRANCH, G. N. C. HAWKINS, MGR.

MARYSVILLE BRANCH, P. G.

FARM FINANCING
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loaning funds to re-
assist them in their

WEIR, MGR.

curred in getting the Power Bill

caused sore throat. through the Quebec legislature.

““I tried several medicines without Concerning Contracts

any luck, but one day I picked up HON. MR. STEWART said that
your almanac and read about hon. members opposite had complain-
ed that his department had not al-
Dr- wood!s ways awarded contracts to te lowest
tenderer. In tat connection he would
Norway say that under a new system which
Pine ‘. hc had inzlug_m':l.(,ed it was not always
in the best interests of the province
‘ Syrup to do that. His hon. friends op-
posite when in power, during the
[ ““I got a bottle and after taking a yvears 1923 and 1924, had let many
| couple of doses felt much relieved and | contracts without tender, and he
{ when I had finished it my cold had | would not go so far as to say that
“:aimply digappeared.’’ ¢ Hn-y. had 'been wrong, or that the
L e T g PRI S : province had suffered any loss.
! Dr. \_\0'“. 8’718 35c. a bottle, large Neither could it be said that the
ff’{l”‘“l.\' f*]'l‘*l ("l““? “'rr*"‘l" ""l;"l]l ‘1"’1“111—5' province had sustained any loss on
| g1878 and cealers; Pus UR oMy RFLAVE Staaasnn’ of reontnaets: orhieh ihe had
T. Milburn Co., Limited, Toronto, Ont. | 5wardqed to those whose tender was

5



