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Passages. ' 

; Mr. R. B. Hanson (York-Sunbury) 

(From Hansard.) 

Mr. Speaker, I do not know that I 

‘should have had the temerity to in- 

tervene in this debate had it not been 

for the characteristically bombastic 

speech of the Postmaster General (Mr. 

Veniot) who has just taken his seat. 

Down in New Brunswick the utter. 

ances of the hon. gentleman amount to 

nothing, and I do not think they will 

mean very much here after the mem- 

bers of this house, have had an op- 

portunity of hearing him a few more 

times. The people of my native prov- 

ince have taken the measure of the 

hon. gentleman— 

Mr. Veniot—And the courts have 

taken your measure. 

Mr. Hanson—they determined in 

August, 1925, that he should no longer 

be premier, and he is here as a mem-|. 

ber of this administration by the pure 

~ force of circumstances. 

Called to Order. 

Mr. Veniot—What about the circum- 

stances that brought you before the 

courts? 

Mr. Speaker—Order. 

Ir. Hanson—I do not intend to emu- 

late the example of the hon. gentle- 

man. I should like to see the debate 

conducted on a little higher plane, and 

for that reason I do not propose to 

follow him in the manner of his pres- 

entation; but T do desire to make a 

few remarks with reference to the sub- 

ject matter of his address. Before I do 

so, however, I should like to advert 

for a moment to the speech from the 

throne. It is the most remarkable docu- 

ment of its kind that I have ever read. 

1 defy anyone to say that it lays down 
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single paragraph holds out the slight- 

est hope to the business men of this 

country. Certainly it contains nothing 

that holds out any hope to the indus- 

tries of the Dominion; there is 19, 

hope held out to those who are seek- 

in my part of 

there 

ing employment—and 

the country they are many; 

no hope held out to our manufacturing, 

industries, and it is absolutely mute’ 

on the question of fiscal policy. Ibeieg 

easy to say that the country is pros: 

perous. The Prime Minister (Mr. Mac- | 

kenzie King) said so the other day 

in the very eloquent and very extend- | 

ed remarks that he addressed to the 

house; but saying that a thing is so,| 

is | 

and its being actually so, are two en-| 

tirely different propositions. 

that having had three or four 

crops, and Providence having 

kind to some persons in the Domin- 

T submit | 

good | | 

been | 

in that respect there is a sub- 

wealth. id 

no one more so 

ion, 

stantial amount of 

are all glad of that, 

than I. But as to there 

prosperity, I have yet to be shown. In 

the province of New Brunswick I am| 

that condi- 

tions have not ! this 

very reluctantly, for there is no one in 

new 

being Ze 

very sorry to have to say 

improved. say 

this house who takes a greater inter- 

est in the industrial development of 

my province than I do. T am doing 

everything that is humanly possible, 

within my humble sphere of influence, 

to extend industry in New Brunswick, 

and I shall continue to do so whether 

or not I am a member of this house. 

I do not intend to refer to the ques- 

tion of national status that has been 

raised in the speech from the throne 

and in the course of this debate more 

than to remark that as a humble stu 

dent of international law I submit this | 

as a sound proposition, that Canada 

is not a sovereign state and never will 

be so long as she is an integral part of 

the British Empire. IT am content that 

she never should be a sovereign state. 

Immigration. 

Just for a moment or two I would 

like to refer to the speech of the Min- 

ister of Immigration (Mr. Forke), who, 

I am sorry to see, is not in his seat. 

He made a speech in this house a.day 

or two ago which I followed with the |. 

greatest possible care, as well as I 

could hear him. I have not taken the 

opportunity of reading his remarks as | 

recorded in Hansard, but the impres- | 

sion made upon me by his speech was 

that it was a confession of impotence | 

and inability to meet the situation. I 

have one suggestion to make. At the | 

meeting of the share-| recent annual 

holders of the Canadian Bank of Com- 

Aird, that great fin-| merce, Sir John { 
[ 

| 
ancier who appeared before the bank- 

ing and commerce committee of this | 

house some time ago, made a most 

constructive suggestion. It was to the 

effect that if the Department of Immi-| 

gration of this country found itself un-| 

| able with the situation, 
" | 

round-table conference should be call-| 

to cope il 

ed with the heads of the colonization | 

departments of the radlwhge, the immi- 

sartments of the provincial | 

sted | 

gration deg 

governments and all others intere 

in this great national work, in order | 

if possible to arrive at some solution 

of this problem—because it is a real | 

national problem which is capable of | 

solution and should be dealt with at 

the earliest possible time if this coun 

try is to grow as very hon. gentleman 

in this house desires it to grow. I com- | 

mend that suggestion to the Minister 

of Immigartion. He will receive 

sistance from the members of the pro 

| 

| 

et 
| 

vincial governments; I know that er 
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{ sued for so long by that great country,| g 
| 

i and 

| should be 

| might 

| from a fight. 

use that term in any derogatory sense 

Lat all, 

| less of a professional politician. 
{ 

and 

of 

| length to the Duncan report and to the 
| 

government of New Brunswick are sin- 

cerely anxious to co-operate with the 

federal Department of Immigration in 

the solution of this problem, and I ven. 

ture to give the minister the assurance | 

that find the ( 

government of New Brunswick, Con- 

he will not provincial 

servative though it may be, actuated 

in the slightest degree by any political | 

considerations. What in New 

Brunswick want in the first place is to 

retain our own native born, 

we 

and then 

we want a healthy influx of desirable 

immigrants from the British I 

emphasis on 

Isles. 

cannot place too much 
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implemented eight out of the “en 

major recommendations of the Duncan 

report, is, in my humble opinion and 

in the opinion of other close observers, 

very wide of the mark to 

Let 

say the 

up of the 

more important points to which my 

least. me take some 

hon. friend alluded this afternoon, 

Mr. Dunning—Would my hon. friend 

clear up one point for me? I would like 

to know whether there are ten recom 

mendations or thirty. 

Mr. Hanson—iIt all depends on what 

you call specific recommendations. 

I suggest that altogether, major and 

MR. R. B. HANSON, K. C., M. P. 

the word “British”, because if you look 

back on the experience of the United 

States, 

142%. 

particularly during the 

but both before and after 

year 

that 

as well, you will see the result 

of the mixed immigration policy pur-| 

which brought about the quota system | 

a policy of discrimination that \ 

adopted by any country de) 

siring to remain white, or to remain] 

British, 

| 

is mot in his seat. I 

ment venture to suggest that he on] 

left of 

as is the 

Postmaster General 

| 

case with Canada. 

am sorry the 

do not for a mo- 

anything I 

tae 

the house because 

I 

| that the hon. gentleman has courage; 

say, because am quite 

{| I have never known him to run away 

Mr. Dunning—Hear, hear. 

A Professional Politician. 

Mr. Hanson—Neither have I. He is 

a professional politician, dnd I do not 

because I quite appreciate that 

a man who becomes a member of a 

become more or 

I am 
| 

federal cabinet must 

not a professional politician but a 

commercial lawyer, and 1 feel it is due 

minor, there are thirty-two recommen- 

dations. 

M.r Dunning—Everyone who reads 

the report gets a different idea as to 

of 

Hanson—I sugg 

recommendations. 

est to the hon. 

the number 

Mr. 

gentleman that he read it again and 

make up his own mind. 

Mr. Dunning—I have 

have 

done so, and 

honestly endeavoured to carry 

them out. 

Freight Rates. 

Mr. Hanson—I know hon. 

friend has read it, 

my 

but as to the last 

part of his remark, I say to him that 

partly carried out the 

recommendation affecting his depart- 

intend to 

he has only 

ment, if IT have time I 

refer to that recommendation dealing 

with international freight rates which, 

so far as I know, he has not attempted 

and 

to put into effect. 

Now let us refer 

the money grants, which are of such 

importance to the provincial 

There is no doubt that 

for a moment to 

great 

governments. 

the recommendations of the Duncan 

report in regard to this matter 

as clear and as specific as the English 

language could make them. 

to the people of New Brunswick whom! 

especially the associated hoards | 

trade of the maritime provinces, 

that there should be some reply to the 

references he has made. 

The hon. minister referred at great 

carrying out of its terms by the pres- 

ent government. I should like to refer 

for a moment to what took place iu 

this house last session with regard to 

that We all the 

Duncan report many times; personally 

report. have read 

I have studied it with the greatest pos-| 

sible care. We all heard the Prime| 

Minister read a very carefully pre- 

pared statement in this house last ses- 

sion as to the attitude of the govern- 

ment in regard to the recommenda: 

tions of Sir Andrew Rae Duncan and 

s to Advertise in 1 the Mail 

and I 

the people of the maritime 

| . 
| his associates, am bound to say 

| that prov- 

i found 

| he has attacked here this afternoon, | 

up they will be 

and 

desires to look them 

19 

taking 

” of the erport, 

up some of my 

1 

a very 

at page 

at the risk of 

very valuable time I will read them. 

find this forty minute rule 

I must con- 

it 

year. 

cramping thing, although 

that 

committee 

in the 

This 

fess I was a party to 

special last is 

what I find in the report: 

We 

would be right or 

feel, however, that it 

wise that the mari- 

do not 

time provinces, in their present state 

of grave necessity, with deficits accu- 

mulating against them in their ordin- 

revenue and expenditure, should 

left 

is 

ary 

in suspense until a re-assess- 

Dominion 

be 

ment made by the gOV- 

ernment, and accordingly we recom- 

that 

sum increases should 

mend immediate interim lump- 

be made in the 

| inces were heartened both by the re- 

of the Prime 

the g« 

port and by the attitude 

Minister as representing Ver 

ment of the country. But to say, as the 

Postmaster General has said, 

noon but at two public functions in the 

maritime provinces within the past 

| tew weeks, that the government has! 

not only 
| 

from his seat in the house this after 

inces. 

Subsidy Payments. 

If that meant anything at all it 

| meant that just as soon as the govern- 

ment received authority from parlia- 
| 

{ ment, immediate lump-sum payments 

should be made, but that was not done 

Ibi 1 

prorogued on 

remember correctly parliament 

April 14, and the first 

made until July 1, 

within the 

Even 

payment was not 

which is not 

terms of the Duncan 

“immediate” 

report. 

were | { 

If onyone | 

payments to the three maritime prov- | 

then, only fifty per cent of the sum 
voted by parliament as a minimum 

payment was paid, and at 

first it was proposed to hold the sec 

ond payment until January 1 of this 

year. What did that mean? It simply 

meant that the provincial government 

of New Brunswick could not balance 

its budget for the ten current fiscal 
year end on October 31, and 1 be- 

lieve in Nova Scotia the fiscal yearn 

ends on September 30, a month earlier. 

The ided was to hold back fifty per 

cent of the lump sum due to that both 

the provincial governments, which 

happened to be ‘Conservative govern- 

ments, would be compelled to go to 

the people and say that they had a 

deficit. 

Mr. Dunning—Oh, 

lump-sum 

a 
no. 

The Duncan Report. 

Mr. Hanson—I have not a doubt in 

the world that that was the idea in 

mind. More than that: the Prime Min- 

ister, if I read his recent statement 

aright, and I think I do, did not on 

this specific recommendation accept 

the underlying principle of the Dun- 

can report. As I understand the under 

lying principle of Sir Andrew Rae 

Duncan’s recommendation in respect 

it was that 

this interim lump sum payemnt should 

be paid and continually paid until the 

sets 

between the federal treasury 

to this very vital matter, 

whole question should be finally 

tled as 

and the other provinces, but that these 

payments were to be over and above 

and outside any consideration which 

could be given to the claims of other 

provinces for increased federal sub- 

sidy. That 

that principle. 

specifically 

is the way I understand 

The Prime Minister 

said—if my recollection 

serves me aright, I am sorry at the 

moment I have not his actual words 

they could not 

accept that Now 

what does that mean? It means that 

my friend the Premier of New Bruns- 

friend the 

under my hand—that 

recommendation. 

wick and 

Premier of Nova Scotia have got to 

my 

convince the treasury not only of the 

dominion but of every ome of the 

other provinces that we in the mari- 

time provinces, because of what we 

lost when we went into confederation, 

are entitled to that extra lump sum _ 

over and above any other considera- 

tion that may be given to the other 

provinces. Not only have we got to 

fight a battle with the treasury depart- 

ment of Canada; we have to fight it 

out with every one of the other prov- 

inces. Surely that is not what was Te- 

commended. We do not know exactly 

what happened at the Dominion-pro- 

vincial conference, and I shall have 

something to say about that in a mo- 

ment. For reasons which seemed to be 

good, and perhaps were good, we have 

no official report of the debates which 

took place at that conference. How- 

ever, I do know that “the 'coon came 

down” and the payments were made 

less what this government kept back 

from Nova Scotia. Ultimately the pay- 

ments were made—because I believe, 

of the good sense and the good con: 

science of the Minister of Finance 

(Mr. Robb); 1 want to pay him that 

tribute. 

An Intricate Matter. 

Now with respect to freight rates: 

this is an intricate matter, which no 

hon. member can hope to encompass 

in the course of the few minutes that 

under the present rule, 

at least present a sum- 

. 

are allowed 

but 

mary. 

he 

The maritime freight rates act 

did not contain all the which 

it ought to have contained. Primarily, 

I Railways 

responsible for 

can 

things 

think, the Minister of is 

that, and accepts full 

responsibility. Under that act the 

Canadian National Railways did file 

their tariff. My hon. friend ‘the Post 

master General laboured at great 

length this afternoon to prove that 

under these schedules the national 

system had given more than a twenty 

per cent reduction in the rates cov- 

ered by the act. Well, my answer to 

that is this: If more than Seven 

months have elapsed since those sche- 

dules were filed with the railway com- 

why have they not been ap- 

Does it 
mission, 

proved by the commission? 

take seven months to check up the 

schedules that were filed on June 29 

last? There It 

that the schedules as filed do not, I 

believe, in the opinion of the railway 

commission fill the bill under the act. 

Mr, Can hon. friend 

show that? 

Mr. Hanson—No, 

ing to reason as closely as I possibly 

can, and I am expressing that as a pro- 

per inference from the non-activity of 

the commission in the matter. Now 

what do we find? We tind that the 

(Continuea vn page b) 

another reason. is is 

Dunning: my 

[ cannot. T am try- 


