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ENGLISH MINERS AND

THEIR ANCIENT CUSTOMSpze 2o o st taiine

Of the many classes of toilers Dby means the bitterness of Zion, they
ae an} aSSes A .
land, there are none who endure more tell me; and bitter work it was ‘fox

hardships than miners, or whose lives
are spent under more peculiar circum-
stances.

It is impossible to overestimate the
value of their labours, without which
the welfare of the country covld not
te maintained, nor those industries
pursued on which the comfort
depends.

of our

homes slmost entirely The
risks they incur are at least as great
as those incurred by sailors, perhaps
even greater, and the sympathy which
has been liberally betsowed upon the
one should not be withheld from the
other.

In Buropean countries
that mineg are said to be the favecur-

it appears
ite resort of ghosts and fairies. This,
jndeed, is no matter of surprise, when
we consider the many weird and un-
earthly noises to be heard in them,
“the dripping of water down
the tunmnelling of distant
, the rumbling of trains from
The ap-

mines

some freshly
too

explored lode.”

paritions which’ frequent

said to

vere sume a variety of

forms one being that of a black d«
We may note hera another class of

Cornish apparitions known as “knock
so named from the noise which

- were in the habit of making be-

und.

y, it may be

intere

given an

mbered

reme

miners bold, of the old
crucified our Lord, and
for slaves by the Roman

to work the mines, and we

which

smelting-houses,
at the bottom
‘we call Jews’
which w

tin;

us

among
but the old name wa

them, poor souls! We used to broak
;

into the old shafts and aditg which

they had made and find old stag’s-horn
that
when we brought them to grass. And

pickaxes crumbled to places
they say that if a man will listen on a
still night about those old shafts he
may hear the ghosts of them at work.,
‘knovking and picking, as clear as if
there was a man at work in the next
Jevel.”

, Among the numeroug other stories
eof this kind, Mr. Henderson,
“Rolk-lore of the Northern Countries”

‘Whitehaven

in his

relates how a mine at

spectres. The story runs that the over-
seer of the mine, a Cumberland man,

|being found guilty of some unfair
‘pondu(‘t_ was dismissed by the pro-
‘\prietm's from his post, though em-
ployed in an inferior position The
new overseer was a Northumberland
yman, having the burr that distin-
guisheg that county very strongly. :

The two men, however, lived together

in apparent friendship, until one day

they were both destroyed by fire-damp

e e e

main, blew a. loud blast, whereupon

wag supposed to be haunted by two]

of the mine, who, on being
by
to

| :
guardian
a meighboring

tell at

jaccosted shepherd,

promised him, a specified

time, and on certain conditions, \\'hvrc|

|
L |
|

{pecially enjoining that the hm'nl‘
sounded for the housing of the cows|

|
at the adjoining farm of Balmain|

ghould mot blow. Every precaution|

+having ‘been taken, the

‘,x‘lrnngm'
‘,\mt‘or(unntul_\‘. when he was on the

mysterious

was true to his promise; but

point of divulging the desired secret,

.T;\mmiv Norrie, the cowherd of Bal-
1\“1(—‘ fairy instantly vanished, uttering

at the same time this denunciation:

“Woe to the man that blew the horn,
y‘}‘m' out of the spot he shall ne’er he
borne.”

The horn-blower

{struck dead, and as it was found im-

unlucky was

possible to remove the body, a cairn
“of stones was raised over it.

’ Referring to the fairy festivities in
| mines at certain seasons of the year, it

was in former years popularly believ-
ed among the miners in Cornwall, that
on Chritsmas Eve the ‘“small people”
or “the Spiggans” would assemble to-
the

have

| gether at bottom of the deepest

mines and midnight

Many

[
year
i

a mass.

of the

the

a miner on tinis night

walked some miles for

pose of hearing the fairy music swell

when it was fully believed by the|from beneath the earth.

{
miners that the ex-overseer had taken L
HEs 2R R B g ) **%1  Among the numerous superstitions
his successor, less acquainted than 4 x i g
O e e { which entered into the miner’s

himself with the localities of the mine h

into a place where he knew fire-damp

to exist without a safety lamp, and
had thus contrived his destruction. At
any rate, ever after, in the place
the two men perished, their
it wag erted, might be
1 y heard in dispute,
Northumbrian burr bei distinc

audible. Similar stori are told in

ent parts of the Continent.

According legend current

Largo-Law,

among the pes

santry near

Scotland, rich mine of gold

led in

appea

a is con-

cea the mountain. A fairy once

to

y be nbdticed hig dislik

pur- |

_:?h aring whistling underground, a rule
i hich, we are informed, was rarely in-
| fringed by even the youngest hnyf
Great faith was attached by the min- |
| er to the horseshoe, which he not only
regards as a preservatve against

witcheraft, but as a safeguard against
influences. It was considered, too

ill-luck to

evil

the heght of for a miner

work i the morning,

the pit-mouth; and should he on his

meet a woman either on his way to|
]

or on leaving |

|

return home at night meet a stranger,
and receive no answer from his re-|
turn to his customary greeting, “Good
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night-” it was considered an omen of eve ning of September 6, 1871, an unus-; 000 civil servants in Ottawa will be-
misf 11¢ ual spectacle was witnessed, for im~! nefiit from the payment of statutory
Indet like sailors, miners firmly | mense flocks of birds were flyin;! increases
bel in warnings, and asserted | about utterng a doleful shrill x\'hisll-'
that 7 explosions were general-|ing, which they kept up for some | The Daily Mail is the only “daily”
n eded by a foreboding of some | hours. “The following day”, adds theE in New Brunswick with a fuil radio
kind. Thus, among the colliers of| writer, “as my serva yas drivng | :
| & 1 . ' i , ‘as my servant was drivng me‘l page and programme.
, Leicestershire were the “Seven Whis- | to a neighbouring village, this phen-
tlers”, birds sent purposely, as they|omenon of the flight of birds b[canw! TR
affirmed by Providence to prepare |the subpect of conversation, and on{'
[ > v ¥
them for a coming danger. A corres-|asking him what birds he thought |
pondent of “Noteg and Queries” states (Continued on Page Three) !
that during a thunderstorm in the
Nnoioh} 24} \ ¢ T c H % e
neig urhood of Kettering on the KlTCHEN BROQ
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It is interesting to note that the avera

The Part the C. N. R. Plays
in Marketing Canada’s Crog.. |

to its industry and employment everywhere.

being an increase of 6.449 over 1933.

of 4.19% when compared with the preceding year.

hundred and fifty miles.

Mational Railways.

These crops come from far scattered districts : : : in man
communities . . . but they are the result of the labours of men and women who each
year create millions and millions of dollars of new wealth for Canada. In this work

the C.N.R. is their partoner and

much below the volume which the C. N. R

should, therefore, be considered

helper.

in that light.

petently. Your patronage is respectfully solicited.

i

g

During the present Summer season the C. N. R. is providing

special fares and

excursions between points throughout

Canada. These are exceptional travel bargains. The
nearest C. N, R, Agent will be glad to give full particulars.

So essential to the trade, commerce, and general welfare of Canada are the various classes of
freight carried in the course of a year by Canadian National Railways that it is difficult |
to give pride of place to any particular one, but in their all-round importance to every
section of the community, agricultural products must rank very high. They form the
back-bone of the nation’s business activities and contribute directly and in large volume

During 1934 the C. N.R. carried over eight and a half million tons of agricultural produce,
In this total are included 134,700,000
bushels of wheat, 14,000,000 bushels of corn, 35,700,000 bushels of oats, and
15,500,000 bushels of barley; the aggregate of these commodities showing an increase

ge haul of each ton of wheat was approximately seven

Without the rail facilities of the C. N. R. no doubt some of this agricultural produce might still |

have reached a market, but it could only have done so at a much higher cost to the
producer, and the quantity would necessarily have been negligible : . . for practically
all the crops which enter into the figures above enumerated were placed in freight cars
at points where the only rail transportation obtainable was that provided by Canadian

y cases from sparsely populated

As is well known the cfop;"movements of recent ycars haye been much below normal
much below the standard of productivity of our prairies and agricultural areas, and
. is equipped to handle. The figures quoted

The carriage of agricultural i)?‘oduce is, of course, only one of the activities of the C. N. R.
In every branch of rail transportation it is equipped to give the best of service . : .

all the year round . . . under all conditions . . . economically, courteously, and com-
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 FOR CIVIL SERVICE

OTTAWA,
gulations respecting promotions, per-|
|

manent 4nd the pay-!

ment of salary increases in the civi’.i

August 15—Detailed re-\

appointments Wholesale Grocers and Direct

| i Importers
| service are embodied in three Orders- |
|

:in-(‘,ouncil promulgated today. |

It is provided among other things,
that recommendations for
Em‘eases shall be submitted

salary in-

by the
{ branch heads to the deputy minister
l who must satisfy himelf that they are
warranted and so report to the Audi-
tor-General, the controller of the Trea-

FREDERICTON and
WOODSTOCK

oy 2 Local Distributors
Isury and the Civil Service Commis- 1
: or
sion.
[ At the same time, when an increase

is held back the commission must be
jadvised, Only members of the per-
| manent staff are to be eligible for in-
| creases,

Gurd’s Beverages

and
The regulations as laid down have
| released for payment statutory in-
creases within the meaning of the
Civil Service Act. Cheques for retro-f
active payment of statutory increases;
dated from April 1 last have been pre-
{ pared by the Finance Department, |
i which now awaits release orders from;
the Auditor-General’'s Department. |

It is estimated that from 2

Natures Best Canned
Fruits and Vegetables

,500 to 3[ It Pays to Advertise in The
" Mail.

South Devon Fuel and
Tugboat Co., Ltd.

— Dealers in —

COAL and WOOD

LUMBER FREIGHTERS and
g TUGBOAT OWNERS

Daily

Office: Gibson Street, South Devon, N, B.
Telephone 456




