THE DAILY MAIL, FREDERICTON, N. B. TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 1936

Page Five

——

N — —

THAT GEOMETRY PAPER IS

TAKEN UP BY (EBSERVERl

About Teachers and Inspectors Who Could Not(W. Bartlett, to john A. Weingart,

Work Out the Paper—Some Reflection

1 don’t know whether everyone else
is getting as tired of hearing and
reading about this geometry paper as
{ am, or not. I know to be consist-
ent T should not mention the matter
myself, exeept that there is one an-
gle of the question that seems to have
escaped everyone's attention so far.
I refer to the quoted attempts of vari-
ous teachers, inspectors, etec., to work

out the paper, attempts which seemed
to be doomed to failure,

Now, undoubtedly, the unsuccessful
attempts of these teachers were quot-
ed with the idea of emphasizing the
difficulty of the paper, and to show
how unreasonable it was to expect

matriculation students to answer the
questions in the time alloted. That
the paper wag more difficult than

usual, I think, has been amply dem-
onstrated. Tt even may be the right
thing to disallow the marks made on
the paper.
matter that I would like to draw at-
tention to is the obvious incompe-
ence of some of our teachers, admit-
tedly engaged in the teaching of math-
ematics, who confess their own in-
ability to work out the paper, at least
within any reasonable time limit.

In ‘Saturday’s Daily Mail there ap-
peared the following in the news col
umns: “A' well’known Fredericton
teacher who has occupied a leading
position in the New Brunswick Teach-
ers’ Institute, and who hag for years
been recognized as one of New
Brunswick’s leading teachers, was in-
terviewed on the geometry paper.”
This teacher is quoted as saying that
“I have yet to find one high school
or grammar school teacher who has
seen the paper and who would be able
to work out all of the questions or
even half of the questiong in the two
hours alloted.” Now this statement
is worth, as criticism, precisely noth-
ing. [UIf all these teachers he hag in-
terviewed are engaged in the teach-
ing of mathematics either whole or
part time, it might be taken serious-
ly, but he does not say that they are.
If they are not methematic teachers
their reaction to the paper is of no
value. On the other hand, if they
are mathematic teachers they should
be ashamed to admit their inability,
and they have no business to
teaching the subject. What can
teachers with no more mathematical

ability: ‘than that, expect from their
students anyway?
Again, -a teacher in the city ot

Fredericton, who is an authority on
geometry, who teacheg it, and whose
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But the phase of the whole |

students were candidates at the ma-
triculation examinations, is quoted.
This teacher says that he could not
do two questions on the paper in two
hours. Ye gods! He had better get
busy trying to teach something else
then. It does not matter how hard
the paper may have actually been, the
fact that a high school teacher of ge-
ometry could do no better than he gays
‘he could, is incomprehensible. We
Iexpeet teachers occupying such posi-
tions to be enough in advance of their
pupils as to make such confessions
of inability impossible.

And then we have a schoo] inspec-
tor, who, working in conjunction with
another teacher,
out one question after two
work. iIncredible. A school
tor, at least, is supposed to have a
good general knowledge of all the
subjects on the curriculum; if he
hasn’t, he should not 'be an inspector,
Another teacher is quoted as saying
that the Fredericton boy who said

ers to have a decent command of the
English language. A subnormal per-

|son is one whose intelligence is be-

low the normal standard. Does it take
a subnorma] person, then to make
the 100 per cent? [ presume the
teacher meant to use.the word ab-
normal, but this wouldn’t be true to
fact. Is it known by that teacher,
and by others, that one Fredericton
boy did actually make 100 per cent
on that paper? Well, he did, and he
is meither subnormal nor abnormal.
If there are any subnormal people

be |

mixed up in thig matter, they are the
teachers, inspectors and others who
by their own admission ceuld make
nothing of the paper.

I think I have made it clear that
|I am not taking the stand that the
paper was not more difficult than
usual. Neither am I contending that
due allowance for that fact should
not be made by the authorities in
yadmitting to the University and to
Normal iSchool. I simply point out
(that these teachers who are quoted
|above have by their admissions dam-
|aged their own standing and that of
the teaching profession at large, and
have not aided the students any by
so doing. If these teachers and in-
spectors can ‘he taken as representa-|
tive of the teaching profession as a

time off and go to some institution
of learning themselves. They need
considerable brushing up, to put it
mildly. It fMust, in any case, stand
as one ‘further indictment of our
much criticized educational system.
—“OBSBRVER.”
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Girl Wields

(Continued from Page One)
12,7 Raymond testified, “she called
me to her house. When I goct there
she hit me over the eyes with a board
and kicked me. Then she took a
stone and threw it at me.”

Raymond showed the court a black
eye.

The girl, gitting in the front row
benches, interrupted at this point: “I
hit him because he called my mother
bad names. He hit me with his lunch
pail. I have the mark.”

‘fif you've any marks qQn you,*
shouted Raymond, “it’s because your
boy friend beats you twice a week.”

The girl left her geat. ‘She stalked
to the witness box and hooked with
her left. The man put up his hand
to defend himself and took the blow
on the arm.

“It’s one versus the other,” com-
mented 'Crown Attorney E. D. Wil-
kins. “But he got the black eye.”

‘And she’s got the temper,” said
the mag’isfrate. ‘Suspended sentence.
And leave him alone, Laura.”
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was unable to work |
hours’
inspec-

he could make 100 on the paper is
subnormal. ‘Worse and more of it.
We should at least expect our teach-|
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SOCIAL HAPPENINGS

The marriage of Miss Eleanor Bart- |

lem daughter of Rev. and Mrs, J.
tof New York, has been arranged to
(take place at three ‘o’clock on Friday.
*Augus& 28th.,, in Wilmot TUnited
thurch.

K

! \More |Pilgrims Return

More of those Fredericton people
who were on the Vimy Pilgrimage
returned to the city today. Those
who returned were, E. C. Armstrong,
Matrin Horncastle, Mrs. Keefe, Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Corbin, Earl Young
and son, all of this city, and Mr.
and Mrs. McCartney, gf Minto, Mrs.
Martin Horncastle and Mrs. Earl
Young, who also made the trip, have
stopped over at Montreal for a few
days. The party crossed the Atlantic

|
|

|and family,

ocean on the “Athemia.” Describing

his trip today, Mr. Armstrong de-

clared it a ‘“delightful experience.”
¥ ¥ kK Ok

‘Mr. and Mrs. L. J. M. SlHIDSOD

returned yesterday from |
Florenceville, where they were vis-|
iting Mns. Simpsonis sigter, Mrs. |
Holly Estabrooks and Mr. Estabrooks. |

¥ K X

Mrs, C. Fred Chestnut entertain-l
ed at bridge last evening for her |
daugther, Mrs. Winston Reid, Miss |
Hilda Reid of Montreal and her
guest Miss Evelyn Wood. The prizes
were won by Miss Kay Shea, Mrs.
K. C. Bishop and Miss Wood.

Mr. -and -Mrg; J;: . G. Saunders!
have returned from an automobilei
trip to Prince Bdward Island..

Mr, and Mrs. J. Fred Payne and
their guest, Miss Myra Glasier from

K
B2

ing on a week’y motoring trip
Nova Scotia.
will be the guests of Mr. Payne’s
brother, S. A. Payne, auditor for
Maritime Provinces for the Dominion
Public Works Department.
B At

E. J. Cormier, Comptroller-General
has returned from a week-end trip

oz

County,
K
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Miss Alta Griffin,
spending a few days
Mrs. P. J. Hughes,
returmed home today.
Mrs. H. A. Cormier, Mr. and Mrs.
Valerie Boudreau and little daughter
Gloria of Brattleburg, Vit., are guests
of Mrs.
Mrs.

K

who has peen
with Mr. and
at Duck Cove,

E. J. Cormijer. -

whole, then they had all better tak_e‘

| Urge Spanish

(Continued froxn Page One)
dock warehouses, which
a wall of flame by the exploding gaso-
line. Refugees tonight reported the
entire Bilbao waterfront still was in
flames.

At Gibraltar reports were current
that 50 rebel prisoners, weighted with
iron ‘bars around their necks, had
been heaved overboard from the pris-
on ship Sil off Almeria and drowned.

MADRID, Aug. 18—Enraged by the
massacre of 1,500 government sup-
porters in Badajoz, 20,000 Joyalist
troops last night fought rebel forcee
in a bloody “battle of extermination”
all along the\ front near the Portugal
border.

The fierce hand-to-hand fighting
was reported to be the most sangui-
nary of the 31 day old civil war.

No quarter was being asked or giv-
en by either side, as the government
hurled counter attacks against the
stubbornly fighting rebel defenders of
strategic border positions.

Rebel forces stormed the ramparts
of Irun and San Sebastian last night,
covered by a renewed bombardment
of nearby Fort ‘Guadalupe from rebel
warships.

iOne column of insurgent troops was
holding its line just outside the gates
of \Irun while another rebel detach-
ment fought a pitched battle with
government defefders at the village
of Alza only four miles from San
Sebastian.

A third column of rebel troops was
stubbornly fighting northward and
was only 10 miles from San Sebas-
tian.

At TIrun and San Sebast1an rebel
warships twice bombarded the cities,
training their guns on Fort Guada-
lupe. No casualties and little damage
were reported. It wasg believed the
purpose of the attack was to break
the morale of the loyalist defenders
along the French frontier.

The guns of the fort did not reply
to the first hombardment which raged
for two hours and a half, but when
the assault was renewed they roared
ktack in the direction of Oyarzum.

‘Meanwhile, the government, having
stamped out a barricaded rebel group
at Gijon, announced that its forces
were marching on a “victory drive”
across the island of Mallorca, strik-
ing at ‘the capital, Palma.

Both sides continued wholesale ex-
ecution of prisoners—the government
in the ‘bombarded cities of Irun and
San Sebastian, and the rebels in
Badajoz, which they captured Sun-
day.

to Moncton and his old home in Kent !

old friends.

Melbourne, Australia, left this mom-{iug ode and the recitation of
to | Club Women’s Creed,
At Amherst the party | answered with a pickle recipe, After

Boudreau’s parents, Mr., and |

were made |

- character.

Mr, and Mrs. Robt. Tweedie are
spending a couple of weeks at SRiff
Lake.

¥ oW Xk

Miss Frances Cadwallader and Miss
Mary McManus have returned from
St. Martin’s, where they spent their
holidays.

K e

Mrs. L.. C. Simpson, returned yes-
terday from IOttawa, where she has
been the guest of her somn.

#*

b7
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‘Miss Katherine Jamer of Royal
Victoria Hospital, of Montreal, is

spending her vacation at her home
in Devon. She is accompanied by
bher brother, Daniel’s two gmall child-
ren, Jim and Ann, ¢

¥ W W F
Dr., Frank oJhnston, of Halifax, is
visiting in the city today and re-

ceiving a warm welcome from his

koK ok K
Fred Johnston of the Post Office
staff is in New York this week, tak-
ing in the sites of the Great White
Way.
X ¥ X X
Miss Jean MacDougall of Moncton,

was a recent guest of Mrs. D. W.
Bunpee.

Arthur Anderson, assistant post-
master of Fredericton and Mrs, An-
| derson are enjoying a motor trip to
| Bangor, Maine.

‘Devon Women’s [Institute

The monthly meeting of the Devon
Women’s Institute met last evening
at the home of Mrs. John Brannen.
Mrsg. Frank Shortill, the president,
was in the chair. Following the open:
the
roll call was

routine business, a delegate, Mrs.
Lorne Dunbar was appointed dele-
gate to the district convention at
Otis. Arrangements were made for
serving tea at the V. O. N. clinic.
The Misses Althea and Ella Scott
rendered a solo accompanied at the
piano py their mother. A flower con-

| test was held ,the winners being the

president, Mrs. Shortill. Refrésh-
ments were served by the hostess
assisted by Mrs. Scott. The meeting
closed with the singing of the Na-
tional Anthem.

To Educate
(Continued from Page One)

The provincial minister and nation-
ally known educational authority, re-
gards the first book the most modern
treatise in eiementary education in
America, probably in the world.

I» exhaustive detail the volume tells
the British Columbia teacher how to
make education in training in the use
of the mind and in development of
It covers games, conver-
sation, and home life.

The following statement expresses
the spirit of the new teaching:

It is the function of the echool,
through carefully selected experi-
ences, to stimulate, modify and direct
the growth of each pupil physically,
mentally, morally and socially so that
the continual enrichment of the in-
dividual’s life and an improved so-
ciety may result, :

“In accordance with
phy,” zaid Dr. Weir, “more stress will
be laid upon aspects of education
which the long continued dominance
of the examination tradition caused
to be too much neglected.”

this philoso-

More stress will be laid on health
instruction in its scientific aspects.
There will be systematic instruction
in safety education, in the dangers of
alcohol and arcotics. Elementary
science will replace nature study,
which is regarded a vague and inef-
fective subject, that the child may
understand himself and the world
about him.

A course in handierafts will be test-
ed two years in Vancouver before
general adoption. A special section
in the programme deals with char&c-
ter training. “Formation of school
libraries will be encouraged and chil-
dren will be directed and aseisted in
their outside reading.

ACTION FOR DAMAGES

A civil action, arising out of an
automobile collision, and from the
Queen’s county court, was heard in
chambers before Hon. Judge Slipp
here today. The case is Baird vs.
Demmings. Major W, C. Lawson,
M.P.P., appeared for the plaintiff,
and C. L. Dougherty for the defence.
The case is being continued this af-
ternoom.

SPOKE ‘ON “CALCUTTA” |

Dr. Charles Swan, who has recent-
ly returned from India, was the
speakers at today’s weekly Rotary
luncheon. Dr. Swan spoke most in-
terestingly on “Calcutta,” and his ad-
dress was listened to with a great
deal of interest. F. L. Cooper, pres-
ident of the Rotary Club, was in the

chair.

| miles of railway

The Railroads

(Continued from Page One)

invention of’ the steam engine, so
coal brought about the development
of the locomotive, the first locomo-
tives, which had their origin in Eng-
land being used for hauling coal
from the mines.

The first attempt to put what high-
ways there were in England in a
proper state of repair was the act
passed in the reign of Edward II in
1285. By the end of the 14th century
the highways had advanced to guch
an extent that toll gates made their
appearance. In the 16th century the
care of the highways was placed
upon the parishes through which
they ran. The highways by 1680 were
however, still far from perfect. A
Privy Council record of that year
reads: “They are so wretched that
passengers in danger of their lives
either by coacheg overturning, hor-
ses stumbling or carts breaking
while poor people with burdens on
their packs are sorely grieved and
discouraged.” After carriages began
to come into use, a bill was passed
in Parliament in 1601, prohibiting
men from riding in them, ‘“to pre-
vent the effeminacy of men.” This
was replaced twenty-four years later

The first locomotive that really
could be called such was the inven-
tion of Richard Trevethick about the
year 1802. Other inventors worked
on the problem ’till George Stephen-
son brought out his celebrated
“Rocket” in 1829. Seven years later
the steam locomotive made its ap:
pearance in Canada, the “Dorches-
ter,” hauling Canada’s first train be-
tween La ‘Prairie and St. John’s in
Quebec, on the Champlain and St.
Lawrence railway, a distance of 16
miles, the hundredth anniversary of
which event was recently celebrated
throughout the Canadian National
Railways system by a general whis-
tle salute by locomotives and shops
from Coast to :(Coast, this pioneer
railway being now a part of the Na-
tional system. Three years later,
Canada’s second locomotive appeared
on the scene, the “Samson,” hauling
coal from the ‘Albion Mines at Stel-
larton to Plctou Harbor in Nova
Scotia, a distance of about six miles.
There were railways in Nova Scotia
before this, but they were loperated
with horses and were also used for
hauling coal.

In 1850 there were only sixty-six
in Canada. The
railway era in -Canada commenced
properly ‘with the Grand Trunk in

Quebec and Ontario the following
year. New Brunswick entered the
field in 1853, and Nova Scotia in

1854. Prince Edward Island commen-
ced railroading in 1871. Railway con-

“mection was completed through to the

‘Pacific Coast in 1885. From the six-
ty-six miles of railway in 1850, they
have grown yuntil today there are
42,000 miles on which there are in
operation 5,000 lecomotives and giv-
ing employment to 120,000 men and
women and paying out in wages an-
nually a sum in excess of $150,000,-
000 for supplies and materials, more
tthan $50,000,000 are expended each
year, $5,000,000 are paid to municip-
alities in taxes and $2,000,000 for
icustoms duties.

/ An ‘important item in a railway's
expense bill is coal of which the
Canadian National bought 2,538,897
net tons, no small contribution to
the maintenance of Canada’s coal
mining industry and a vital factor in
national economics in that there are
no vast resources of oil but there are
enormous reserves in coal, The lat-
est development of the locomotive,
the *“6400,” which 'is a Camadian
throughout in design and in work-
manship, is a coal .purner, an import-
ant feature in the utilization of Can-
adian natural resources.

In working out the design Tor the
“6400,” techniciang found ‘that stream-
lining pecomes a factor at speedg in
excess of sixty miles an hour. The
“6400,”  with her three thousand
horse power, or tractive effort of
52,500 pounds, can roll off the miles
at one houndred ‘to  the hour. An
added advantage ig in getting rid of

the smoke nuisance, streamlining
having the effect of throwing the
smoke clear of the locomotive and

train,

Man On

(Continued from Page Eight)
inviting after your journey and la-
bors. Compose yourself to slumber.
You start to doze. Something crawls
across your fact. Ant or spider, it
doesn’t matter. You aren’t so com-
fortable any more. Nonetheless you
keep on trying and fall into a half-
slumber and let the insects have
their way. The shade swings off
and the hot sun glares down on
you. In half an hour one side of
you is well-cooked. After eating
dinner with sand in it and cutting
your foot on a rusty can you wait
ffor time to go home. Only a sud-
den storm could make the day more
complete.

Enough memories to keep one in
the city for another year!

coal was the principal reason for the f

e —— ——

Dr. B. R. Ross
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SPECIAL BUS SERVICE FROM OROMOCTO THURS. FRI
AND SAT OF THIS WEEK to enable people to attend FIREMEN'S
CARNIVAL AT EXCURSION RATES. For particulars phone 400.

"SPECIAL BUS to Grand Lake THURSDAY AFTERNOON 1.30 to
carry people to MINTO PICNIC given by MRS. HARVEY WELTON.
Admission to picnic 35¢c. For information call 400.

SPECIAL BUS

CAPITAL TRANSIT LIMITED

W. E. VAUGHAN, President. :
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