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Harnessing the Floods 

Discusing the floods that have spread with some damage over wide areas 

of Southern Saskatchewan and Manitoba, the Winnipeg Tribune, does not 

deplore their coming. Rather, it regards them as a welcome gift to these 

drought-stricken prairie farmlands, if men were shrewd enough ‘o harness 

$hem and put them to use. The schemes it advocates for controlling these 

foods are not extravagant, they are not impossible, and their value as aids 

%0 future agricultural production is ines‘imable. 

“Any damage these flood waters can do at Lumsden or Regina or Brandon 

or Winnipeg is infinitesimal when compare@ wo the loss the country suffers 

By reason of the fact that this water is passing out of the couniry in a mad 

race to the sea,” the Tribune states. 

The Qu'Appelle River, which runs through ‘Southern Saskatchewan, is 

carrying off enough water, it declares, to make Buffalo Pound Lake —‘“hone- 

dry in recent years”—a permanent lake a mile wide and twenty-four miles 

dong. The fact is that this river, with the Souris River in Manitoba, passes 

shrough a vast area of 30,000 square miles and containing nearly 20,000,000 

acres of the best farming area in Western Canada before the drought. Tt is 

# district where wells went dry, “where lakes and streamg dried up, and 

where for three years hardly a blade of grass was seen.” 

What the Tribune proposes is that these rivers be diverted at floodtime 

into lakes throughout the area through which they pass. Much of that country, 

as in the Qu’Appelle Valley, provides matural basins for these lakes to an ex- 

tent that very little constructional work would be required, and what money 

| SNAPSHOTS 

Dr. Robertson has heen “notified” 

by his devoted wife that he is “not 

going down any more mines.” This 

sounds final, and after the Moose Riv- 

er adventure the doctor may be in- 

clined to obey. 

Enter the Draegerman as a new 

Canadian hero. And yet, until the 

Moose River tragedy, who many people 

ever heard of him? 
- » 

Wonder what the Continental Eur- 

opean nations would do if John Bull 

notified them that he had a five-year 

plan to let them setile their own 

troubles. 
LJ * 

Town Council of Stavely, Alta., has 

decreed that all cats in the municipal 

ity must ‘wear bells. This should jazz 

up the nocturnal backyard entertain- 

ment. 

The Beaverbrook chimes about 

which East enders complain would 

sound mild in comparison. 
- » - 

Promising to free the slaves in Ethi- 

opia, Mussolini is making slaves of 

Italians in his effort to win the war. 

And it remains to be seen how much 

freedom will be accorded Ethiopia. 
* » . 

Present Quebec Legislature is said 

to be well disposed toward granting 

the Provincial franchise to women. 

There does seem something anomalous 

about women in the old Province hav- 

ing the vote Federally but not Pro- 

vincially. 
$r OW 

Eight hundred parcels of property 

were offered at a tax sale in Calgary 

recently and only two were sold, the 

gross receipts for the treasury being 

$100, while the expense of conducting 

the sale was much higher. Calgary 

is just a sample. What does a munici- 
pality gain by loading itself by pro- 

perty because taxes are not paid. 
- » . 

Those cellophane folk, remarks the 

Brandon Daily Sun, are missing a 

chance in not reviving the old cellu- 

loid collar and cuffs. Still, we may dis- 

cover one of these «days that they 

have provided covers for the cuffs. 
» - -* 

[French courts decide the limits to 

which free speech can go: Louis Mouil- 

let, Frenchman, who shouted ‘“‘Hurrah 

for Hitler,” when a policeman repri- 

manded him for illegal parking, was 

sentenced today to a week in jail for 

“shocking remarks.” 
* “* ® 

A Canadian fire marshal has issued 

a warning not to stroke a cat in the 

neighborhood of gasoline. ‘Anybody 

with so highly developed a bump of 

was spent could be devoted to the irrigation systems that would serve during 

the dry spells. Those lakes would open up the prospects for reforestation | 

schemes, something the West iis badly in need of, and, as the Tribune suggests, 

this whole southern area could be transformed into a “stabilized farming” | 

sommunity. 

There is much in such a scheme that commands public attention, not 

only in the area for which it has been planned, but throughout Canada. It is 

true Eastern Canada has mot had the drought conditions now common in the 

West. At the same time the East can remember dry years. The present spring 

has made many parts of Ontario, Quebec and the Maritimes flood-conscious, 

and for a very good reason. The considerable damage inflicted on wide areas 

Ras emphasized the need for flood control. 
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Art and Its Market 

Art, it appears, is in a as bad a way in England as it is here—or rather, 
the marke! for it is. And the future holds no hope of better days. Sir William 
ply, president of the Royal Academy, dwelt rather mournfully upon the 
subject recently at a meeting of the Artists’ General Benevolent Institution. 
He pointed out, as reported in the London Times, that conditions are changed 
from what they were years ago. People who once [bought paintings are now 
selling them. Besides, artists are now compelled to compete not only with 
the art of the past to a greater extent than ever before, but with amateurs 
and even children hardly out of the cradle, whose naive efforts.are exploited 
#0 beguile the public in one charitapfe cause or wmother. On top of lthat, 
fashions in art have changed, and on the whole ‘she fraternity is having a 
hard time to make a living. 

As Sir William saw it the trouble was largely due ito the fact that art 
training was made too easy; there were too many free art schools; too many 
scholarships which enabled the studen? to study abroad, and then “have no 
means to live on” when he came back home. He was for putting up the bars, 
making the study of art more difficult, limiting it, his context would seem to 
imply, to those financially able to indulge in the experiment. This is al] very 
well if the general run-of-fhe-mill type of artist is what he desires. But ‘it 
$akes no account of the geniuses—the only ones with whom we should really 
be concerned. Genius, as is well known, has a way of appearing in the most 
mnexpected places, as likely among the “underprivileged” as among the well- 
%0-do. So putting up the financial bars in training might defeat the only pur- 

pose tha! justifies any training at all. 
Of course, Sir William’s remarks attracted attention, and one corres- 

pondent, firmly grasping his main point—the rehabilitation of the market— 

advanced a novel plan. He was for having an annual picture house-cleaning. 
His test for deciding what could be eliminated to make room for something 

_ mew was engagingly simple. He would have the householder set one day aside 
in every year and conscientiously go over the pictures on his walls, asking 

“himself before each painting how often he had bothered to look at it during 
the twelve months he had had it, and whether it gave him any pleasure now. 

In case it left him cold, he would have him ruthlessly destroy it, with “wha’s 

ever rites or manifestations of glee that may seem fitting.” 

As a wall-cleaning expedient nothing could be neater. But unfortunately 
it assumes tha’ the person who buys the creative work of another obtains 

absolute ownership of it to do with it as he pleases. Whistler by word and 

deed showed his contempt for such ap assumption, and the fact that it re. 

mains a highly debatable point will be realized by all who recall the uproar 

created by the destruction of the Rivera murals in Rockefeller Center.—New 
\ 

caution ought not to stroke a cat any- 

| where, for the cat might scratch. 

Small Microphone 
Was Invented by 

Prof. Chisholm 

(Continued from Page One) 

our Canadian colleges, to wit: Mount 

Allison, Halifax and Edmonton. 

Why have we never heard of this 

before? Well, this ig a long story and 
a most lamentable one. However, I 

believe I understand the whole matter 

perhaps better than any living per- 

son. In brief: His ideas were so ad- 

vanced, that none of the then experts, 

engineers, etec., in acoustics anywhere 

cared to put his theories into prac- 

tise, for instance, inasmuch as all es- 

tablished telephone systems would 

have to junk many millions worth of 

equipment; ‘because hig gystem re 

quired but a fraction of dyanmic 

(electric) energy as standardized, he 

was unable to seriously interest them 

Secondly, his contemporaries, La 

Forrest, Marconi, Tesla, etc., having 

the financial backing of far seeing 

men, did not do more than politely 
‘ignore’ this man’s dangerous—to 

their—innovations, and for these yea: 

sons, chiefly, his progress was skil- 

fully blocked at every turn, until in 

exasperation, in attempt to convert 

some of hig inventiong into cash, he 

disclosed to the engineers of one of 

the greatest talking machine com- 

panyies, feeling secure in that he had 

same patented—just how to make re- 

cords,, by eliminating ‘all non-essen- 

tial sound elements created and am- 

nlified and recorded in the wax, by 

using his own microphone which pos- 

sesses no non<functioning parts. and 

inasmuch as each separate part with- 

in the usual microphone, under elec- 

tric stimmius, i.e., on lifting the re- 

ceiver adds its fundamental of tone, 

or what is called advantitious inter- 

ferences, and there being about fifty 

such within the old Bell—or any mod- 

ification of the Bell, it was only nat- 

ural that this whole transmitter’s 

contents under such stimulus added 

these extranious sounds known as 

“megaphonic” to that of the voice, 

sometimes almost drowning the hu- 

man voice and making reception very 

difficult or impossible, things now 

known to be true and these very ad- 

vanced ideas are wholly, solely, and 

entirely the product of this remark- 

able genius’ creation. 

His experience with the financial 

monopolists, IT have full reason to be- 

iieve broke his heart, for after that 

he seemed to doubt the loyalty or 

veracity of his best friends, even ex- 
3 ¥ ‘ .. 
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tending to those whose sympathetic 

co-operation went to the extreme. His 

life’s work was to him quite futile, he 

left a gpelndid family, and died away 

from his home years ago, and in like 

manner of many pioneers, a martyr 

to science. 

He thought he had a loyal friend-— 

one Bliss—who was attached to the 

Edison company, and told me that he 

often wondered if he had made a mis- 

take in disclosing his theories © to 

himi—personally 1 thought he did. 

However it was so, and shortly after 

Chisholm died, the Edison Talking 
Machine Company, sent through the 

country, including Ferdericton, “The 

New Edison Talking Machine,” and 

along with a gentleman and lady voe- 

alist, they demonstrelled the  excel- 

ience of this machine‘s reproduction. 

This lady would sing and a recorded 

all long distance work always, i.e, 

to Mtl. N.Y.; Cihcago, etc, at the 

courteous consent of the N. B. Tel 

Company when under the capable 

management of Stanley B. Ebbett, 
who ouilside the writer had a fuller 

knowledge of Profesdor Chisholm’s 

accomplishments than any living per- 

son. 

The great advances in these gci- 

ences were to a most extensive de- 

gree only possible through the util- 

ization of the theorieg of this man, 

which have proven to be true, and so 

far advanced of the ordinary mind 

that he, in common with all other 

discoverers of scientific ‘advances, 

suffered the usual fate, such seems | 

so often the way of “progress,” irres- 

pective of the Arts concerned. 

This man possessed most remark- 

disk of her same singing showed that 

it was quite impossible to differen- 

tiate the natural from the recorded 

voice. After these renditions this gen- 

tlemian’g description of this machine 

was practically a repetition of Chis- 

holm’g specifications, ,which I helped 

prepare, about the only difference b=- 

ing the substitution of the name Ed- 

ison for that of Chisholm. 

The first recorded telepnonic con- 

versation ever made was made in my 

home,, which I still have, and in the 

presence of some members of the U. 

N. B. faculty, especially do I remem- 

ber Professor Kierstead, Sr., being 

one of them. 

This microphone played an out- 

standing service to the British Em- 

pire during the world war, but for 

reason cannot be disclosed. 

This same microphone ig an essen- 

tial of the “Electric Pickup” as used 

in talking moving pictures broadcast- 

ing radio from records, one type of 

reproduction, that is the micropnone’s 

diaphragm is herein insolated and 

thrown into vibrations through a sty- 

lus, similap to the functioning of the 

usual talking machine's stylus, but 

the sound reproduction is reflected 

from a larger diaphragm by electro- 

magnetic energy, one side an induc- 

tion coil and on the other a magnet. 

Now, this is the same functioning 

essential of the Chisholm micro- 

phone,, but housed in a lady's fine 

gold watch, and you will note that as 

the watch case forms the housing 

chamber, it weighs but a few grains. 

Does that watch go? Of course it 

does, thig is a watch and telephone as 

well, and was years ago disclosed in 

the Scientific American, many Amer- 

ican papers and perhaps in Canada. 

What a pity these things were not 

realized on by his family and friends 

who supported him! Why was it? 

Unfortunately Mr. Chisholm made 

premature disclosures of what should 

have remained unknown to these ex- 

pert engineers who had unlimited 

skill and finances at their command, 

with every conceivable laboratory 

‘aid. He made many many approaches 
but never seemed to accomplish, and 

later in his annoyed state of mind he 

wrote most ynusual letters to most of 

the very people whom I tried to do 

business with after his demise, and 

found it did not facilitate matters. 

His patents covered the world, some 
$170,000 oy more had been expended. I 

had a holding company organized, by 

a banking house in U.S.A. reimburs- 

ed all investors by stock equity near 

as could be figured out by actuaries 

and lawyers versed in such matters, 

ang consolidated everything into one 

title holding company; then the war 

absorbed the very men—all experts, 

and officers in the U.S.A. army and 

as all patentg but one, a posthumas, 

had about expired by time and non- 

attentioni I was not either a director 

or officer of any of his companies 

prio, to his death, but was made pres- 

ident of this holding or title com- 

pany, which was organized with the 

aid of his wife, and others interested, 

so -am not able to say much about 

some stages of his career otherwise. 

The first speech transmitted from 

Washington by President Hoover and 

reproduced in multiple by amplifiers, 

was made by the utilization of his 

principles, which had been infringed 

and which knowledge was provided 

me at that time, which proof I still 

pOSSess. 

What he later built most on was his 

electromagnetic talking machine, op- 

erated on the principle above describ- 

ed, and which model in New York, 

he never even saw, likewise never 

matured for the reason that none but 

myself possessed the detailed know- 

ledge necessary and the financial load 

was further unbearable. 

Regrets accomplish nothing, but the 

trying experiences consequent to this 

man’s career, was the most destruct- 

ive and disappointing, and not to even 

menticn the large personal money 

losses as well as that of my best 

friends, for whilst every effort was 

made to accomplish matters circum- 

stances continuously arose (0 para- 

lyze all accomplishment, culminating 

in the loss of our men by going to 

the war as officers, and of whom no 

word has ever been heard since. 

It may, too, interest you to know 

that the Valley Road used these 

Chisholm-Dunn telephones, that a 
factory was operated in London, 

Ontario, but Chisholm. here too failed 

to get along with the gentlemen in- 
terested, later suffered a stroke and 

had a most distressing experience. 

Also that for years I used one of 
these phones, which I show you, for 

able ability, a keen reasoner, mathe- 

maticizn, outstanding musician, and 

when relaxed a most affable gentle- 

man, and knew more about the sci- | 

ence of accoustics, I think I am com: | 

petent to now assert, than any man. 

It may too, interest you to know, 

that Graham Bell, and Elisha Grey 

filed their applications for telephone 

patents within a few hourg of each 

other. Bell however, had priority and 

in all the 500 suits for infringements, 

etc., he won in 100 per cent of the 

cases, and when Bell got the Nobel 

prize, he and Grey, personal friends, 

visited the Smithsonian Institute and 

desired to develop some “abandoned 

experiment,” they found Edison's 

model of tlie talking machine, and it 

did grunt out some noise and one of 

these men said why not dip thig in 

wax, make a record,,, and they did so, 

and eatsblished the proof, they went 

up to New York, to say that inasmuch 

ag this was hig baby that they wel 

comed him into the projected com- 

pany, Edison whereupon declared that 

it was not an “abandoned experim- 

ent,” and here too Edison tried to 

commercialize other men’s ideas, but 

Edison had to pay royalty for every 

cylindrical record ever made during 

the life of these patents, and perhaps 

anybody having possessed such a ma- 

chine, will recall that around the 

edge of these cylinders made and 

sold by FEjlison, was found “Made 
under Bell's patents,” or similar 
words meaning the same. 

It has been claimed that Edison 

invent the electric light, credit is due 

Professor Hammer, whom I person- 

ally knew well and got the whole 

story from him. He wg¢s then a pro- 

fessor of engineering at some of the 

New York universities and we had a 

number of very interesting interviews 

when he too wag greatly interested 

in these matters, after he disassociat- 

ed himself however from the Edison 
Co. Edison's name was commercial- 

ized,, and still is, anything done in his 

laboratories is patented “Edison.” 

Chisholm had as a personal friend Dr. 

Graham Bell, who was born very near 

the birthplace «f Prof. Chisholm in 

Nova Scotia, where the latter died. I 

‘00 have the manuscripts of several 

remarkable ideas entertained by this 

man which are not connected with 

accoustic but very intriguing and 

may be worthy along other scientific 

ways. 

The services rendered the British 

are carefully guarded military signi- 

ficance and indeed may he again soon 

required,, for which thus far no re- 

imbursement has ‘been made, and 

which negotiations could only be 
made by personal interview with the 

British Admiralty, which if spared, it 

is my inteytion to endeavour accom- 

plishment, but such will entail con- 

siderable time, effort and expense, as 

the knowledge now in my possession 

wag only secured by the rarest accid- 

ent, and directly from the lips of an 

officer in the secret service who knew 

all about this matter, and disclosed 

same to me as a military gecret, and 

given me as one officer to another and 

must be carefully guarded, as such 

matterg cannot safely be committed 

to the mails, and violation of such 

would be a grievous military offence, 

and against the Oath of Allegiance. 

The most recent application of this 

microphone’s use in our spectacular 

accomplishment at Moose River gold 
mines, has been my inspiration for 

this narrative which heretofore may 

have been misunderstood by some of 

my friends interested to whom ex- 

planation has not been attempted. 

“These look just like the rock cakes 

my mothe; used to make when I was 

a small boy,” said hubby, helping 

himself.” 

“Oh, George, ,I'm so glad,” 

the proud young bride. 

Hubby tock a first bite. 

“And by jove,” he exclaimed, “I be- 

lieve they are the same cakes.” 

cried 
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wag not an inventor, he did not even, 

Empire were of such stupendous im- ¢ 

portance and of such military value} 

that it would be hard to evaluate, and p 

CAPITOL 
_HERE MON. - TUES. - WED. GAIET 

NOW PLAYING 
Y 

N ROLLICKING... 

~® ROMANTIC... 

UPROARIOUS 

as only a 

" Damon Runyon 

yarn can be! 

They could prove they were 
alive — but the world would not 
believe it! 

Fun runs riot in M-G-M’s laugh 
successor to “A Night at the 
Opera!” You'll see it more than 
once! 

“Three 
Live 
(zhosts” 

Richard Arlen 
Beryl Mercer 
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Presented by 

Joseph M. Schenck 
Associate Producer: 
Raymond Griffith 
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You Will 
Save In The 

Long Run 
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pert. 
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Our service is quick and de- 
pendable. 

See us first for 

Electric Welding 
Truck Bodies 

Wagon Axles and 
Boxings 

General Repair Work 

Altred Horsnell 
329 King St. Phone 876 

2 p.m.-5.30 z.m. 
Loyalist Building 

Heurs: 9 am.-1 p.m, 
Phone 504 

Hungerford Veteran 
Railway Man Slated 

as C.N.R. Chairmanr 

(Continued from Page One) 

operative economies to secure which 

was the principal object of their ap- 

pointment’”. 

“Internally there is much unrest 

among C, N. R. employes who every- 

where appear to regard the trustee 

method of direction and control with 

distrust and suspicion. This is prim- 

arily due to the fact that in matters 

of actual management the chief oper- 

ating officer with the titular rank of 

president (Hungerford) is sub-ordin- 

ated to a trustee board of three lay- 

men inexperienced in railway prob- 
lems and who know nothing of actual 

railway practice”, 

“As things stand, the trustee board 

is responsible to no one, is apparently 

without ability and so far as public 

relations are concerned, is without 

even a voice”, 

Dr.R B. Ross. 
Check Over Your aA 
Spring Needs 

In new 

Spare Parts 
We will have a big supply of spare 

parts coming in this week at prices 
you'll like to pay. 

Bunker’s 
Garage 
Westmorland St. 

PHONE 1218-21 

TO THE UWITTLE 
HOME 

by the side of the road, 
as well as to the preten- 
tious dwelling place of | 
the financially mighty, b 

; we bring the same ear- ; 
i nest sincerity and abil- | 

ity. E 

The CHAPEL 
Funeral Home 
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78 Westmorland St. 

/ 

—— 

HOURS: = 
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WE ARE NOW SELLING 

HARNESS 
AT VERY REASONABLE PRICES 
Get Yours Before Prices Advance 
‘DOUBLE HARNESS at $35, 340 an’ 

$45 Per Set (less collars) 

We Also Carry a Full Line of 
OVERALLS, WORK PANTS, 

GLOVES i 

H. A. BURTT 


