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DR. DAFOE DISCUSSES THE
DIONNE QUINTUPLETS AND

THEIR

FAMILY TROUBLES

Famous Physician Given Frank Interview On
Quints’ Troubles

“Pirst come the babies!”

Half a dozen times im the course
of an interview this morning Dr.
Allan Roy Dafoe, country doctor who
save‘d the liveg of the Dionne quin-
tupleds, used this phrase. He is in
Montreal today.

“First come the babies!” He said
when speaking of effforts being made
by Oliva Dionne and hig wife to get
the children back into their custody
from their present position ag wards
of the King. First, ne meant should
he oousiiered the babies’ health and
their financial security,

i% 18, he admits, the thought that
governs his life. It has become a prin-
ciple with him, toughened and hard-
ened by the fight he hag had to make
in the past two years in order to main-
tain it. For Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe may
have reaped honor through hig skilled
attendance on the five Dionne baby
girls—His late Majesty made him an
OB.B—bHut he also was given great
responsibility and a heaping measure
of obloguy from those who are trying
to exploit the Dionne quintuplets for

“their ewn profit.

He talked frankly to them; frankly
and easily about the disagreements
with the Dionne parents that have
flashed into mewspaper headlines
every few months. He talked of the
babies; of their health, and their
charn, and ever again came that
phrawe: “First come the babies!”

Quarrel With Parents

As for the quarrel with the parents
....Well, Dr. Dafoe pufffed at his
shorf briar and spoke of its rcots
with sympathetic understanding.

“That quarrel will be made up,” he
said. *Bound to be. Oliva Dionne is a
semsible man, I know him. Know his
family. It's good stock. T....” he
smited a little. ¢TI attended his parents
and his grandparents too....”

“Phen what causes the trouble?” A
raporter asked.

“Ovher people,” Dr. Dafoe’s kindly
face was grim, “Those who try to
make money out of the quintuplets
for themselves. They are egging him
on %0 make trouble; to write letlers
to #he King; to write letters to the
Pope, to ask that the children be put
back inte his custody.”

“After all,” he waved his pipe. “Put
yvourself in the Dionne’s place. Farm-
ers. Poor. Then thig happens. New's-
paper headlines! Five children at one
time is quite a +thing isn’t is? Doesn’t
happen more than once in 57,000,000
confinements.

“Then people come offering money
it ®e will let the babies go here, or
2o there, and be shown on exhibition.
They offer enormous sums of money
for al kinds of things.

Million Dollar Babies

“Well,” the doctor smiled, “You can
understand the Dionne’s attitude. If
they had control of the babies they
might make $1,000,000, Easily.” His
vioice dropped with quite natural awe
a9 he spoke of the money.

“Bat, first ¢he babies!” he said. “Do
you imagine that they would be still
alive if they’d been permitted to go
to Chicago when the World’s Fair was
on?™

“Think of them. The whole five
weighed only 93; pounds. And do you
know what Dionne would have made
fnom +hat contract he signed to take
themm to the Fair?—Just $100 down
and ap to $100 a week for the babies’
needs.—That is all there was in that
eontract, and they would have held
him to i, if he had not been wise
enomgh to put in a clause that I should
judee whether the babies were fit
%0 make the trip!”

“Do you think that there will e
peace reached with the mparents?” a
raporter asked.

“j think so,” he said. “T hope so.
K is not right the way it is. And it
will be reached ag soon as these peo-
pie who egg him on, find that they
aen.not get anywhere.”

Dionne'g latest criticism that he
feared the five .quintuplets would
davelop a superiority complex . over
the other five children in the Doinne
samily because they were so specially
eared for, was put to the doctor.

*; wonder where Dionne learned
albout ‘svperiority complexes,” one
weporter joked.

“*Fhoactly,” said Dr. Dafoe. “These
#hines are put into hig head.”

Dodging Diseases

”

*Bnt as to keeping #hem apart from |

the other children of the family,” he
gafd. “Certainly they are kept apart
at present. We used to think at one
#ime that it was good for children to
eatch measles and other childhood
@iseases when they were young.”
*Well now we know that ig is better
when thev get them ag they are older
amd stronger. Do not forget,” he add-
od, ‘“‘hat the quints are atill pretty
mruch hothouse flowers. And don’t
forget that to let them play with their
brothers and sisters now would tend
. to expose ¢hem precisely to these ill-

'

nesseg which might be dangerous.”

“Ags for the father and mother,” he
said, “there are no limits to visiting
hours for them. They have lost no
rights whatever, The mother frequent-
ly comes over and helps to wash or
dress them. They can bring in adult
friendg or relativeg too—and that is
more than I permit myself to do.”

The reporter asked whether it was
{rue that at one time there existed
a threat of kidnapping the babies.

Dr. Dafoe’s fflace clouded. “Yes,” he
admitted. “That was so0.”

“Did you get threatening letters?”

“No—but we had private informa-
tion. And so I took steps to have the
babieg under guard all the time.”

“What chance did the babieg have
of actual survival when they were
first born?”

Survival Miracle

Dr. Dafoe shrugged his shoulders.
“It was a miracle,” he said. “The
whole thing was an accident. But,
frankly, I did not have much hope
for their survival until after they had
been moved into the home we built
for them.”

“You see,” he continued, ‘“things
were preifty impossible in that little
shack where the Dionne’s lived. The
mother was seriously ill. Very seri-
ously. It is another marvel, that she
pulled around. Then there were the
other children to attend to and al-
ways curious visitors in the place.
No, I didn’t have much hope until
‘he babies were moved.”

Dr. Dafoe explained the set-up of
the guardianship. He explained it
with the patience of a man who has
had to explain it many, many times.

It was created first of all, with
the consent of the parents, in order
to have a home built for the child-
ren. In March of last year it was
superseded by an Act of the On‘ario
Legislature creating the quintuplets
wards of the King.

Oilva Dionne is one of the three
guardians, Judee J. A. Valin, French-
(Canadian, is another, The third ig Dr
Dafoe. Hon., David Croll, Ontario
Mirnister of Public Welfare sits in as
an advisor and scrutineer of all moner
making advertising contracts offered
to the quintuplets.

Only Doctor Paid

“Nore of the gnardians are paid,”
Dr. Dafos said. “Only I get $200 a
month as medical advisor dfor the
ivhildren—amd T have given up my
prive‘e practice in order to give them
mv full time—and Oliva Dionne gets
$100 a moath—which is a ot of
money in Northern Ontario.”

There are expenses of approximate-
ly $1,500 a month to keep the Dionne
babies in perfect health, Dr. Dafoe
explained. These are paid out of the
gradual'y growing ¢rust fund being
earned for the children through the
sale of pictures, motion picture con-
tracts, and advertising contracts.
This fund now amounts to about
$165,000, but out of it are paid all
expenses, which include provision for
two policemen, two nurses. two maids
a housekeeper and general costg of
maintaining the bungalow hospital of
the babies.

“Later on, as the fund gets bigger,
we‘ll make a bigger allowance to the
Dionne family,” Dr. Dafoe said. “But
a* present all our efforts are concern-
ed with keeping the babies fit and
healthy.”

“Why,” he pointed out, “if one of
them should die, all our advertising
contracts are immediately cancellable
And since we want to provide for the
kidg ¢hat’g another reason why I say
“First the babies’.”

Dr. Dafoe was welocomed at the
Bonaventure station by his brother.
Dr. William Dafoe of Toronto, a noted
gynecologist whe aided him with
counsel during the first #roublous
days after the Dionne babies had been
born. Also present was Rev. Gi'bert
Oliver, Dr. W. J. Patterson of the
Shriners’ Hospital for Children, E. C.
Thorne of the Province of Quebec
Society for Crippled Children. Olivier
1.efevre, president of the society, and
Austin  Wright, representing the
University of Toronto Alumni.

Welcomed By Council

Montreal City Council welcomed
Dr. Dafoe to the city today by giv-
ing a formal recep‘ion first in the
mayoral suite, then in City Council
chamber and afterwards on the lawn
in front of the building.

Surrounded by a group of promin-
ent citizens the modest Dr. Dafoe en-
tered the ante-room of ¢he mayoral
chambers and greeted the mayor with
a simple statement that he was glad
to be here. Seeing the press and photo
graphers he remarked “ I see +he
ganz’s all here—as usual,”

He was accompanied by his brother,
Dr. Williain Dafoe, of Toronto, Ald
George Layton, Ald. Desroches, Ald.
Trepanier, Olivier Lefebvre, Dr. W.
J. Patterson, Rev. Gilhert Oliver, A.
C. Thorn, Austin Wright, Dr, Gaston

Caisse; Dr. S. Boucher, Montreal
inedical health officer and Ald. J. M.
Savignac, chairman of the executive.
The party signed ¢ne Golden Book of
visitors bearing many world-famous
names.

After a brief welcome in the mayoi’s

cii  chamber where the aldermen
nad gathered. He was greeted Ly a
salvo of cheers and handclapping.

The Mayar introduced the dootor
‘0 the aldermen and the party ad-
journed to the lawn in front of the
city hall where sound movieg were
taken,

At Rotary Club

The gatherine of stones by souven-
ir hunterg at Callandar formed the
hagis of one of the best stories that
Dr. Dafoe told to members of the
Rotary Cwh of Montreal
weekly luncheon in Windsor Hotel
today.

Dr. Dafoe said that after the won-
derful event he got a lot of letters
on birth control. “That is a kind of
Adelicate question, esvecially where
French ‘Canadians come in,” he said.
“egpecially in the position I was in

of having five babies—how could 1
talk ahout hirth control. After that
a lot of people came up there—a

couwnle had no children after being
married 10 to 12 years. They came
up there and picked up some stones
un there for souvenirs. We did not
mind, because we had lots of stones
there. Then the next year, to my
summrise, thev turned wm again wi‘h
a baby. T don’t know whether it -was
the idea of taking thig trio vo north
for a holiday, or whether the lady
had changed her mind, but ever since
I have been bothered with letters
asking me to send some stones. This
man who wag in the picture with the
Ouints, Jean Hersholt, packed un a
box of stones and took them back
to Hollywood.”

Dr. Dafoe continued: “On *he other
hand Niagara Falls is verv iealoug of
Callandar—they are complaining be-
cause a'l the honevmoon eounles come
wn North. Thev come around to sen
me—I don’t supmose it is for my bless-
ngs, but thev come to shake hands.

and o awav happy.”
“The bahies are very healthv
~hildren, and it is very interesting.

and i* is anite a pleasure to see five
little sisters romnineg around. If you
nick up one first the others
jerlms, Now T want to sneak of the
nxicellent nurses we have un thera
Thev come from between Montreal
and Quebec. They are Frenrh-Canad.
fan, and we are bringing the child-
ran vm in ¢he French lanenage and
Catholic faith, The children don’t
wnderstand Enelish and morning and
nioht they say their little prayers in
Wrench.

are

Many Visitors

“Last stmmer we had 375,000 neo
nle—we exmert over half a million
Tha maioritv of “hese
~aonle will he American. We are trv-
ine to bhuoild a nmew road—onr roads
will not stand this heavy traffic. We
are building a parking place for a
thousand cars. and trving to provide
a nlace where the visitors can see the

thig summar

nang avite readv yet., but we have
oot to have a place where they can
~n alone and see the children without
the children seeine them., When they
are ‘fat, fair and forty’ #hey will be
very wealthy children. but thev should
have a little vrivacy. They must have
it, for we want to bring them mup a:
normal healthy children.”

Dr. Dafoe was introduced by Rev.
Gilber* QOliver, an od friend who told
something of the doctor’s early days
in the north countrl, and Dr. Dafoe,
immediately he started to speak, told
a story on Mr. Oliver, remarking that
+‘ha first time he had come into con-
tact with him, he found that Mrs.
Oliver had twins—“if he had bzen at
Callandar 1 don’t know what would
have havmened to him,” he added.

Dr. Dafoe gaid he had been very
nleased to come here becanse Mont-
real was known the world over--
“but we nave a li*tle village up morth
that is perhans known even bhetier,”
he added. “I receive mail from all
over the world. Some of my mail is
addressed to Montreal—I don’t know
whether they think I live here. Some
is aven addressed to Fngland.”

The doctor ¢hen snoke of what he
described as the wonderful work that
the Ontario Government has done
for the babies.

Wolves Fall Victim
to Strange Disease

PORT ARTHUR, April 16—A
s*range disease has taken a toll
among wolves and foxes in the Lake
Nipigon disirict. Allan Bay, Hudson’s
Bay factor, found a number on the
trail during the winter., He described
the malady ag affecting the sheen,
making the fur practically valueless.

Son—iI don’t know whether to be a
barber or an author.

Father—Well, toss for it—headg or
tales.

Guide—This, sir, is the leaning
tower of Pisa.

American Tourist—Pisa! Let me
think., No. that doesn’t sound like 4he
name of the man who built my gar-
age, but it looks like his work.

office tha doctor was led to the coun- |

|
~hildren a* plav. We have not our

|feat south of Quoram while
at their

ETHIOPIA'S
DEFENCES
WEAKER

| In the weeks in which Burope has
|been absorbed with verbal jousts over
broken treatieg and the world’s atten-
tion has been focused on the Rhine,
Mussolini’s armies have been quiet]yl
—though not #oo quietly—assuming |
control of Northern Ethiopia. Forgot- |
ten by the League of Nations neglect-
ed by the rainy weather which was to
have added so much to his defenses,
Emperor Haile Seiassie has been
sending hig armies into losing battles.

Recently report of his decisive de-
perhaps
‘somewhat exaggerated in its estimates
of 7,000 Ethiopian casualties, is un-
mistakable evidence that Italy’s arm-
ies have ¢he upper hand. Recently
a section of the northern army accom-
plished the strategically important
march into Gondar but a matter of
miles from Lake Tana, source of the
Blug Nile and water supply for the
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. A few days
before another division marched un-
resisted into Sardo, against the
French Somaliland border. Though
with less to show in territorial gains,
the southern army has been almost as
successful, and has rapidly consolidat-
ed its positions,

More obvious than ever before ig
the fact that the continued defense
of Bthiopia, if there is to be any, is
an external affair. It ig questionable
now whether the rainy season when
it does come, will do more than de-
lay that evil day when the Ethiopians
will be forced to admit defeat. The
weeks in which ¢he rains have been
delayed have made it possible for the
Italians to fortify their positions and
construct permanent lines of comy
munication almost to the line of their
most recent advances,

Of even greater assistance was the
diplomatic good fortune of Mussolini
in Europe. At the time when the
League of Nations was prepared to
reconsider and presumably go for-
ward with oil sanctions, Chancellor
Hitler kicked the Locarno treaty into
the Rhine. That act, which des‘royed
the whole alignment of European dip-
lomacy overnight and forced the Pow-
ers to turn #o Italy, was the greatest
boost the Ttalians have had since the
war began. Undoubtedly the march
of troops intp the T.ake Tapa area was
desiened to strengthen that position
and force Britain to listen to the
French pleas for abandonment of
sanctions against Italy. Its great
importance, apart from what it will
accomplish in cutting off Ethionian
supnlies through the Sudan, is diplo-
matic,

Only one factor in the present pic:
ture seems to favor the Ethionians.
Tha¢ is the rapid depletion of I*aly’s |
financial reserves, In an official state- |
ment issued at the beginning of the|
week it was shown that the gold re-
serves of the Bank of Italy had fallen
from $350,304,000 on October 20th to
$269,403,000 on December 31st. For
eien currency held by the bank had
fallen by more than $1,000.000 over
the same period. Three mon‘hs have
elapsed since then. Certainly the cost
of the war has not decreased and
Italv’s foreign position has gradually
declined. If, ¢hen, rains can delav the
fighting, Mussolini mav yvet be induced
to accent more modified peace terms
thap it would now avpear he will be
to force upon Haile Selassie.

FRIENDSHIPS THAT
DEFY CONVENTION

I have yet to meet the woman who

does not get a secret thrill out of
introducing “My ' friend Lady Snob-
hemwell.”

But the woman who can get an
equal thrill out of presenting Mrs.
Brown, the washer woman, ig a rare
and wonderfu] find. She is a woman
whose friendship is worth having, and
strange to say, it is a friendship that
the Lady Snobbemwell of the world
will seek. For, being unconscioug of
social position, she is always her
natural self, easy-mannered and
charming to every one she meets,
from prince to beggarman,

Such people are fortunate as well as
admirable. Where others are limited
by accidents of birth, wealth or call-
ing, they can make the most of their
time by spending it ir the company of
those they find really entertaining.

¥riendshipg on which convention
has frewned have helped to give some
of our greatest writers the deep know-
ledge of humanity which makeg their
work of value. A girihood’s friend of
the famous novelist F. Tennyson
Jessie told me ghe had “a genius for
picking up queer people.” Genius is
the right word. For it is largely her
gympathetic «descriptions of unusual
people and their amazing adventures
that have given lier a position among
modern nowvelists. —Doreen Levy,

From 1934 Home Magazine.

Doctor—Well, liave you taken that
box of pills I gave you?

Smith—yYes, doctor, but 1 don't feel
any better. Maybe <he lid hasnt come
off yet.
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Teach your children never to touch a bottle with eur
warning “POISON” on it. Warn the grown-ups too.

And remember when you buy medicine from us, your
hand may say yes but the LABEL will ALWAYS say NO!

Ross-Drug-United




