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PROFESSOR STEPHEN LEACOCK

(By S. HANDMAN)

He was just a young English child
of seven at the time and Canada
seemed so far away and, from what
he bad learned, cold and filled with
Indians.

The green beauty of Swanmoor in
Hantg felt dear to him even at that
age and he protested against going to
a strange country to live among
strange people and to fight the-soil of
a strange land. But though he did not
want to go, young Setphen and the
Leacock family—mother, father and
children—came to Canada.

They went to a farm near Lake
Simcég. It was only 11 years after
Confederation and as young Stephen
was to point out many years later, “it
was during the hard times of Camnad-
jan farming, and my father was just
able by great diligence to pay the
hired man, and, in years of great
plenty, to raise enough grain to have
seed for the next year’s crop without
buying any.”

Then the boy grew older, and the
rebellious disinclination with which he
stepped on these shores gave way
slowly to a reluctant interest in the
undeniable attraction of his new home.
He found something so vast and strong
and fine about s hills and forests
that he could not like helping it.

Though the familiy was fairly large,
young Stephen’s father wanted him
to go out into «he life of this country
as well equipped as possible. So the
hoy was sent to Upper iCanada Col-
lege in Toronto and later to the Uni-
versity of Toronto, where he gradu-
ated in 1891. At the mniversity, Steph-
en Leacock says, he spent his entire
time *in the acquisition of languages.
living, dead and half-dead,” and knew
nothing of the outside world. When he
got out he tried teaching for some
time, but soon “gave it up in disgust,”
and went to the University of Chicago
to study economics and political sci-
ence.

Meanwhile he was writing. Not
much, perhaps, but writing all the
+ime. Some of his work was finding
its way into college papers. Much of
it whas being pcked up by surprised
and eager editors of humorous maga-
zines, who \discovered in his easy
flow of wit something to offer relaxa-
tion from pontificial, boring formality
pf the Victorian era. The more he
wrote, the better became his output
and the more receptive his markets.

He came to McGill University, and
in the years that followed Stephen
Leacock rose from lecturer in politi-
cal science to head of the Department
of Economics and Political Science—
a post which he held for some 35
vears. In those years he managed to
pour out an unbelievable stream of
hookwi, stories and articles, dedling
with biography, economics, education,
history, humor, journalism, literary
criticism, political science, sociology

and sports.
Buwt it wias hig humor—not savage,
corrosive, devastating humor -— but

kindly, mature, sympathetic humor in
the spirit of Dickens, Mark Twain and
Josh Billings, which gained for him a

climate that appeals forever. Thank
you, Mother England. I don’t think I'll
come ‘home’ now. Fetch me my carpet
slippens from the farm. Tl rock it
out to sleep right here.”
Marginalia

His writings seem to be more appre-
diated in the United States and in En-
gland than they are in +his counry . ..
some of his best stories are woven
around his classrooms and though they
might lose the crackle of spontaneity
in retelling, students like the one
which best illustrates his tolerance . . .
it is about #wo young men in his class
who always sat together and seemed
to care more about playing noughis
and crosseg than for learning econ-
omics . . . they thought Professor Lea-
cock could not see them ... but one
day one of the pair did mot turn up
for his lecture and as the other sag
disconsolaely imbibing some education
very much against his will, Stephen
Leacock looked down ¢he room and,
motioning to another student, said:
“Will you please go over and sit with
Mr. ... so that he can continue play-
ing his noughts and crosses? ... ” he
is more than generous to his students
often Tending them money and even
writing and wiring to employers #o
get them jobs . . . there is nothing
he hates more than flalse dignity ... so
much so #hat Qne pompous stiff as-
sociate who poked his nose in Stephen
Leacock’s classroom was told to “come
in, professor, and hear a decent lec-
ture for a change . . .” he likes to
play billiards, fish and .farm . . . he
had a large farm - at Orillia, Ont.,
which is a source of great amuse-
ment to him and other members of
the faculty.. . . he came to the uni-
versity one day and sorrowfully an-
nounced that 300 of his turkeys had
had “the pip” and died . . . he for-
got to mention that he had been feed-
ing them peaches which he could not
sel] . . . one of his students who was
travelling in Europe relates how he
met several Englishwomen on Ithg
continent 'and 'when he told them he
was going to college in Mongtreal they
asked: “You're not by ‘any chance
going to the University of Stephen
Leacock?” . . . he nearly always car-
ries a icane and on the lecture plat-
form you can #ell a Leacock joke
coming by the 'way he starts to grin
and as the tale develops his grin
spreads so that he dis roaring with
his audience when ¢he joke is out . .
his reputation ias a humorist has ov-
ershadowed his reputation as an ec-
omist . . the truth of the matter is
that he usually dominates any meet-
ing of the Canadian Political Science
Association, of which he was once
president . . . he is careless about his
dress land once came to class with a
“boiled” evening shirt and black
wing tie with a black suit . . . the
mere listing of his works to date
covers 30 pages of a recently issued
biblography . . . under the heading
of ‘“Boarding House Geometry” . .
he says that ia landlady of a board-
ing house is a parallelogram—that
is, an oblong, angular figure, which
cannot be described but which is equal
vo anything . . . all the rooms being

world-wide reputation and the respect
and love of his fellow men.

All this time & change was ta,kingl
place in the boy who did not want to
come to Canada—a change 80 DPro-
found and disturbing that it can onlyi‘
be teld by Stephen Leacock himself. |
It was revealed when the Governors
of McGill University told him some |
weeks ago that he was to be retired‘
a the end of the present session be-|
camse of an inflexible age limit.

At first he took the order jocularly
enough and even delivered a long lec-
ture describing himself and his as-
socitaes who fell under this decision,
as members of a “Senility Gang.” But
sitting in the quiet of his own study,
he knew he would miss his classrooms
and the students he loved so well. As
he sat there he wondered whether he
ought to go back “home”—to Eng-

taken, a single room is said to be a

_double room and a pie may be pro-

duced any number of times . .. to get
him at his best, read his “Financial
Career,” in which he describes his first
bank deposit.

During a heat wave an elderly wo-
man bustled on to a London bus, sat
down, and began to fan herself with
a newspaper. When the conductor
came along she puffed: “A penny one
please. Isn’t it hot?”

The conductor with a mischievous
wink at another passenger, replied:
f4Oh, lady, this isn’t ’ot. When I was
aht in India it was so ‘ot we ’ad ter
feed the chickens with ice cream ter
stop ’em laying ’ard/boiled eggs.”

Man, at theatre—Usher, take me to

Jand. And he wrole:
“I’ll stay in Canada. There is some-
ihing in its distances and isolation and

the centre door or aisle.
Hard-boiled Usher—Or you'll what?

Come to
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Can we touch Jesus?

We read in the Gospels how a poor
woman once said to herseif, “If I may
but touch His @arment I shall be
made whole,” and she was healed by
the touch of Him.

We would like to do that. We envy
those who cou:d touch the living hand
of Jesus. We long for “the touch of
a vanished hand.” Do we long in vain?
No.

We can read his words in the Gos-
pels and learn to think His thoughts,
and touch His mind with our own, SO
as to have in ug “that mind which

and a good poor woman tended him
and nursed him back to health again.

taken for the army, and she was inl
despair.

out of the army, with the last cf the

gave un the hope of ever seeing Jesus

soldier with another of the jewelg he

Mrs. Jean Hersholt, twenty-two '

Gleason, twenty-eight years; Mr. and HARDWARE:

WOULD YOU

had meant for Jesus.

years; Mr. and Mrs.
twenty-one years; Mr. and Mrs.
Warner Baxter, twenty years; Mr.
and Mrs. Paul Muni, fourteen years;
Mr, and Mrs. Harold Lloyd, twelve
vears, and Mr. and Mrs, Lionel Bar-
rymore, twelve years, |

Adding those figures to the longev-
ity gtatistics, the average goes
up almost to what is normal for mar-
riage all over the United States for
all classes of people. h

That, said Paul Popence, director of
the Los Angeles Institute of Do-

He went to Egypt and there fel! ill, Eddie Cantor,

One day he found her in tears. Her
only son, her one  support, had been

The Wise Man zould not forget her
kindnesg and so ng bought her son
jewels he had meant for Jesus, and

at all. He had nothing to offer Him

was in Christ Jesus.”

We can touch His heant with our“
prayers. No prayer of need ever fail-|
ed to touch the heart of Jesug when
He was on earth, and the Bible tells
us He ig still the same. “We have not
an high priest which cannot be touch-
ed with the feeling of our infirmities.”
But better still, we can touch Him
through acts of kindness.

There wag a soldier once in France
called Tavannes who had a brother he
loved dearly. And his . war-cry was
“who toucheg my brother touches
Tavannes.”

Jesus said something like that when
He said “inasmuch ag ye hawve done
it unto one of the least of these my

There are many legends which tell us
this.

St. Francis of Assisi walking one
day in the country met a poor leper.
Every one was sorry for the lepers,
but none were sorry eunough to touch |

mestic Affairs, is exactly ten years.
Movie marriages and marriages of
non-professionals have one thing in
common—the second year is the dan-
ger period.
‘We find that in the case of the ordi-
nary marriage, if it lasts through the

Nnow.

After thirty years ne thought he
would go back to hig old home, and
in his journey he reached Jerusalem
on the day Jesus was to be crucified.
Hearing this he stood in the crowd

. Inlness brings out the best that is in
.a person.

One day a house was on fire, and
a fireman stood gazing up at a win-
dow where a child was standing in
|peril of the flames. He wag afriad to
‘make the dash, some one in the crowd
cried out “Give him a cheer,”
immediately he mounted the ladder
and made the rescue,

A cheer is a wonderful tonic. There
is something fine in every person, if
only it could ‘be brought out.
Motto of the old
“There is something in you yet;” that
help people to discover their latent
talent.

Criticism kiils;
life. Saul had a dagger in his hand;
David had a harp;

Pull Your
Own Tooth?

Then Why Try to do
your own Repair
Work?

You will save in the long run
if you send your work to an ex-
pert.

Our service is quick and de-
pendable.

and

The
town of Bruges is

good cheer gives

The one deals See us first for

hoping at least to sce Jesus:

But as he stood, a heavy tile fell

from a room and killed him.

So you say his life was a failure.

death, the other creates joy. Which do
yvou prefer—the dagger or the harp?
Don’t grudge to say “Bravo,” “Well
played, old boy,” “Good shot,” ‘Thanks

second year, it propably will go on to
ten years or longer”, he gaid.
We find that in the case of the ordi-

Electric Welding
Truck Bodies
Wagon Axles and
Boxings

nary marriage if it lasts through the
second year it probably will go on to
ten years or longer”, he said.

He 'had mever given his gifits to
Jesus, never even seen Him.

But when his soul was borne to
Heaven, he saw Jesus on His Throne,
and lo' in front of His crown were |
the jewels the wise man had given
to help the sorrows of men and women |

for that,” and in the
hear a voice saying to you, “Well
done.”

Mail.

General Repair Work

Altred Horsvell

329 King St. Phone 876

end you will

—Home Magazine.

It pays to advertsse in The Daily

He too had touched the Lord, Ibecausef -

he had touched the Lord’s brethren,| Not many years ago we read in the
When we touch another in kindness Ins wspapers of the passinz away of al

we touch Christ: and the kindness ix'ather odd custom called the “claque."i

done to men for Christ’s sake on| In London theatres the anplause

earth are the jewels in Christ’s crown |was freauently led by a few paid of-

in Heaven. —Home Magazine. “ﬁ'wcials known as claquers, or clappers

| These sat among the audience, just

WASHINGTON
AND OTTAWA

The jpossibility of a fraternal ex-
change of visits between Ottawa and
Washington has lately 'been mooted.
President Roosevelt is no stranger to
the Maritime Provinces, where he has
long been a ‘Tegular visitor by the
pleasant sailing way during summer
months., There would be special sig-
nificance, however, in a visit by the
President te Ottawa. The signal honor
of snch a presidential visit would cer-
tainly be appreciated by the Canadian
people.

His Excellency Lord Tweedsmuir is
similarly no stranger to the United
States. As John Buchan, he is known
everywhere to American readers of
English literature. No representative
of King Bdward VIII would be more
warmly welcomed on a visit from Can-
ada to Washington. Nothing but good
could come from such a neighborly
exchange of visite.

Another possibility to be considered
would be an adjournment of parlia-
ment in Ottawa to allow members to
visit Washington, to be followed—oT
preceded by a similar visit of congresg
men to Ottawa. Toward the end of
May or in June when the treeg are in
full leaf, and the new foliaze is fresh

7 Wi " las if they were ordinary spectators,

FAILURE AS |iand at the right moment wonld bezin

lito cheer, until the entire house, catch-

A F A T H E R ing the infection, would carry it on

Tt was said that manv a play was

made or marred, on the firse night

of its performance, bv the way in

«hich the clapperg did their work.

Nervoue actors owed a great deal to]

the kindly ercouragement they re-|
ceived from friends and strangers.

In the olden days of Greece there|

was something of the same thing ini

the TLaw Courts. Demosthenes, the|

silver-tongned orator, describes how

|

Edgar Guest, in a recent magaziue!
article, makes a sericus charge. He |
says this: “If you fail as a father,
your life is a ffailure.” That is a crit-
jcism that many men will find hard
to bear. It really means more than
the words say. Tt means that if you
fail in the clcsest and most personal
ralationg of life, nothing you can do

YOUR EASTER
HAT

will be correct for Style
if you buy it from The
Royal Stores, Limited on
York St. Hats sold here
are from the best Hat
Makers in Canada and al-
ways give good service.
Silk Linen Hats from $1.50
up. Call here for your Eas-
er Hat.

The Royal Stores
Limited

J. P. FARRELL, Manager
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some fresh lawyer, pleadine his case,

in an impersonal, general way can

wwarld have sayveral hired men in the
court-room, cheering loudlv at the end
gn that those in
the outer lobby, hearing the ammlanse.
wanld erowd in to hear this wonder-
fn1 sneaker. So wers reputations made
and lost.
No doubt vou will sav to yonrgelf,
«How unreal!” Bnt nrobahly you will
<6 aleo some zood in it. Tf you have
ever sung a song, or given a recita-
tion in public, ycu will know how
i A heinfel it was to heor the rennd of
natural advantages with the back-|cheering you got. Flatterv and manu-
erornd of Gatineau hills to the north, | erctyred amnlanse hardiv Tight:
the lake country and three rivers con g+ 4 little commiiment oes a long
verging virtually at the foot of Par-|... towards suecess T¢ we knew how
liament Hill. narq a battla many mennle have to
Washington is being splendidiy fizht, we would not grudge the kindly
planned, with noble avenues, buildings | .+ ~n the hack,
monuments and parkways—including | <wwnhen Bureess was swimming the

make up for it. Your biggest job is
always your nearest job, the one for
which you alcne are mainly respon-
sible. Everything else comes after
that. Mr. Guest might have added to
that message a conforting and like-
wise true word. He might have said
that no man who has proved, by the
conduct of his children, that he has
been a good father can ever be called
a failure.

~f pverv eanftence,

ara

LADIES VISIT

|
- FRED BARNES

| 76 YORK STREET

See the New Perrin Fabric Gloves
| in Navy, Sky-Blue and Chamois
Gloves that are different

the George Washington Memorial | onne) he felt vory tired and afraid |

for :
Your Boy's Spring Suit
Smart nev;l wool tweeds, and new youthful checks and plain

weaves — a selection that will make your boy happy in the con-
sciousness of being well dressed and you proud of his appearance.

SMART — STYLISH — SERVICEABLE

We carry a Full Line of all
Boys’' Clothing and Accessories

B. MEDJUCK

(Opp. City Hall)

“Where Quality Reigns”

and green, Pariiament FHill and the Parkway to preserve the wo Satanias
surrounding country is mosjc a,ttra.cf{ve and natnral beauty on both sides of
it would . Eive Aqmo United<Htates the river between Maryland and Vir-
senatore and members of the binhmi ginia. With far lesg effort, with noth-

in the eerie darkness. and asked his
“wiamAe in tha acenmpanving boat to

gine him a song. Thev resnonded bv

of Representatives an entire'y new,
impression of Canada to he received'
hy Canadian senators and members of

the House of Commons, as they could

parliament.

Canadian members of parliament
would benefit no less by spending
some time in Washington. Some mem-
bers are familiar with the magnifi-
cence of the United Stateg canital,
fhut many weuld return with a new
vision of the possibilities of building
Ottawa worthily as the capital of
Canada. The view of Washington look
ing west from the Capitol with the
Potomac river in the distance is in-
spiring, but - Ottawa has wondenful

he with the dignity of an opening of |

ine lik%e the public expenditure over
Washineton, Ottawa could be planned
as at least one worthy national heri
taze to be left by the people of this
generation.

In iater years, it will mean much to
tha (anadian people to have a beauti-
ful capital city. They will want to take
pride in Ottawa, even as the great
| czpita's of cther countries are nation-
allv remarded. A visit by members of
| parliament to Washington would sure-
ly bear good fruit when the House
~* rrmmoms next had to consider a
moderate vote to preserve the wood
lands and to plan for the greater Ot-
tawa as the capital of Canada in

]

cinging a Miserere, or mournfnl tune.
That made him warea than ever, SO
thav strnek pn the Trench Nati~nal
Anthem, “La Marseillaize.” Tn a fax |
winutes his strength and spirits came
haek,

It is now a regular thing for sw‘m-‘
~werg to carry their own minstrels.
mirahoechi had a ia7z hand. and forr
~clock in the morning he cal'ed loudly \
for “la musique,” and the bandsmen [
wad to be awakened. |

Nothine i« so much wanted to-day
as cheerfulness, and if Chunrches in
the past were given to sadness, they
are eager now to make young people ,
zlad .One of the Church maeazines in
Scotland is called “Cheerio,” and its |

later centuries, —Ottawa Citizen.

pageg are ag bright as its title. Chee'r-,l

‘\ The Hand May Say ‘Yes’
| But the Label says ‘NOP

Teach your children never to touch a bottle with our
warning “POISON” on it. Warn the grown-ups too.

And remember when you buy medicine from us, yeur
hand may say yes but the LABEL will ALWAYS say NO!

Ross-Drug-United
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