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THE WORLD CRISIS AND
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
ENGLISH SPEAKING PEOPLE

British and French Governments Are Work-
ing to Bridge the Gap Between Dictator-
ships and Democracies

)

i Phone 808
FREDERICTON, N. B,
THEY'RE ALL
SAYING
Address delivered under the aus-
: ices of the League of Nations Soci-
s o it o gty in éanada at Montreal on Septem-
viee and good food as well as ber 4, 1936, by Dr. Raymond Leslie
entertainment! Buell, President, Foreign Policy Asso-
ciation, New York.

At the outset I wish to express
thanks to the Canadian Radio Broad-
casting Commission and the League
of Nations Society in Canada for this
priviege of speaking to the people of

MOONIJGHT INN Canadat. 1 shlall n;ike use oi t.hits 13:;
y ; vilege to explore e present interna-
e o tional situation in order to determine
whether we who live in North Amer-
ica can do anything about it. What-
ever I shall say this evenihg I hope
you will regard as purely tentative
and provisional. I speak with no of-
i i ! ficial knowledge and I have no cut-
Attentlon, Glrls. and-dried solutions. But obviously the
Select your materials in wool- time has come when all of us should
lens for dresses, lingerie crepe concern ourselves with the prospect

in all shades, cretonne and of a new war.

broadcloth for smocks.
* % The world situation today is de-
McCall’s Patterns.h P'.": :;; pressing. There can be no doubt ot
:::vesbui't‘:nsa eltacrge s Vo that. Social revolution has swept
y - across Russia, Germany, and Italy;
Call and make your selections social revolution today is sweeping
while our stock is complete. over Spain. The international conse-
quences of such revolutions are seri-
— 8t — ous. The Fasocist states tell us that
they are saving the world from com-
munism. On the other hand, ‘liberals
J Slanley Delong state that the issue is between the lib-
. eralism of the democracies, represent-
Phone 68-11 63 Carleton St. ed by France, Britain and America,
and the brutal and militaristic polic-
jes of Germany and Italy. Already the
Fascist dictatorships have proceeded
to fight wars and take territory. Jap-
an has seized Manchuria and Italy
FAREWELL has seized Fthiopia. Germany is
building up its armaments for the
TO purpose, it is feared, of dominating
HOME Central Europe and striking at R}lS-
sia. So far the pacific democracies
only means have rallied to meet the challenge. It
is a striking fact that 19 per cent of
Fare Well the national income of dictatorial
to guests at this hotel. Russia and of dictatorial Gerrx}any is
We pride ourselves justly on expended upon armaments,' in con-
serving the best meal trast to six per cent of the income of
in Fredericton. Britain and the eight per cent of
France. Here is a vivid contrast be-
Stay with us and be tween two ways of life—the dictator-
convinced! ships, although poor in resources, are
willing to make far greater sacrifices
L L A for militarism than are the democ-
racies, whose peoples as yet have not
been aroused by shrill propagandist
W I appeals. Will the superior sacrifices
The aver ey of the dictatorships overcome the
Hotel superior resources of the democracies?
Today the British and French gov-
H. E'PDE“{AtR & SON ernments are quietly working to
g e ea e 3 ridge the gap between the dictator-
e Bt A :hipi and thep democracies—between
Soviet Russia and Nazi Germany. A
{
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good many people, particularly on
this side of the Atlantic, believe that
the task is hopeless and that a new
European war is inevitable. Every-
where the question is being asked,
will the United States and Canada
again be drawn in. For the moment,
the people of my country are aglmost
unanimous in answering no. Disillu-
sioned by such slogans as “making
the world safe for democracy,” and
remembering the eleven billion dol-
lars loaned to the Allies, which has
now gone into default, many Americ-
ans today say, never again. From con-
versationg with Canadians, I have
ncticed a simiar sentiment upon this
side of -the border, despite Canada's
membership in the British Common-
wealth of Nations.

Yet the task of keeping North Am-
erica out of a European war is far
more difficult than it seems. Despite
the preesnt wave of isolationism and
racifism, there are at least three rea-
sons why the United States will find
it difficult to keep out of such a war
if and when it comes,

First, the debates in our last Con-
gress demonstrates that the TUnited
States is not willing to abandon its
old doctrine of freedom of the seas.
We are not willing to give up all of
our neutral rights or our foreign trade
—which is necessary if we really hope
to insulate ourselves against war.

Secondly, the American belief in
democracy and liberty, and the hat-
red of Fascism in many circles will
give rise to a strong demand in fav-
our of America’s entrance into a war
on the side of the democratic powers,
should they reach the point of being
overwhelmed in a war of Fascist op-
ponents,

Third, an even larger number of
Americans will probably come to be-
lieve that if the Fascist states and
Japan succeed in dominating Europe
and the Orient these states will inev-
itably turn greedy eyes upon the
Western Hemisphere—Latin America,
the Caribbean, and even Canada—and
thus injure the vital interests of the
United States. From this standpoint,
the British Empire and, to a lesser
extent, France, constitute the first
line of defense of North America.
Should this line begin to crumble,
many Americans who now oppose war
in the abstract would demand entry
intc the war as a measure of gelf de-
fense. Some calculating individuals
may insist that even if Britain goes
down to defeat, there is little possib-
ility that the victor would seize Can-
ada and that the United States should
do nothing until Canada is threatened
by invasion But an emotional pub-
lic is more iikely to demand action to
prevent such a danger from coming
into existence.

Perhaps I should hesitate to raise
the question whether Canada will suc-
ceed in keeping out of war any more
easily than the United States. Some
of your lawyers tell me that under
the Statute of Westminster, it is per-
fectly possible for Canada to remain
neutral while Britain is at war. I
suppose also that belligerents would
be willing to respect your neutrality
if you promised not to send any men
or goods to Britain but even though
you fail to adopt conscription, are you
willing to give such a promise? Un-
like the United States, Canada is a
mempber not only of the British Com-
monwealth but also of the League of
Nations. As a Lsague member it is
under obligation to jmpose sanctions
against an aggressor which may prove
to /be inconsistent with neutrality.
Again unlike the United States, you
will have to make a decision as to
whether you will join Britain during
the first few weeks of the war. I
imagine that decision will be controll-
ed less by legal than political consid-
erations. I sympathize wholeheartedly
with the desire of North America to
stand aloof from any European con-
flict; but no student or statesman
should delude himself that it will be
easy for us to keep out.

If there is real danger that North
America will be drawn into war, then
it follows that we should do every-
thing in our power to relieve the ten-
sions which today are driving nations
toward war, Together the British Em-
pire and the United States have it
within their power to bring about a
peaceful and orderly world. Our eco-
nomfc interests are closely intertwin-
ed. Canada and Britain are the two
largest customers of the United Sta-
tes. My country buys more goods
from Britain and Canada than from
Japan, France, Germany, Italy, Mex-
ico, ‘Spain, and Soviet Russia com-
bined. Canada alone buys 57 per
cent of its imports in the TUnited
States; and we buy nearly 38 per cent
of Canada’s exports. Together the
British Empire and the United ‘States
control two-thirds of the raw materi-
als of the world; their two navies
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could dominate the seas in both hem-
The Anglo-Saxon peoples
have many defects, of course. They
nave frequentiy been guilty of cant
and hypocrisy; but they continue to
have a passion for individual justice,
a concern for social welldbeing and
peace which means much for the
world. The British Commonwealth
and the United States have kindred
institutions and the same general out-
look on life. It is a tragedy that they
have not yet learned Lo work together
for common ends.

For at least a century after Amer-
ica won its independence from Britain
the relations between the two peoples
were strained. About 1820 John Ad-
ams went so far as to say that “Brit-
ain will never be our friend until we
are her master.” Many Americans in-
veighed against the trappings of Bri-
tish monarchy. For their part, Brit-
ish reviews printed countless articles
attacking American Iife which they
criticized as barbarian and wvulgar.
So unfair did these criticisms become
that such Anglophiles as Timothy
Dwight and Washington Irving felt
obliged to make public replies. Later
the Irish quésfion arose to plague the
relationship ‘between the two coun-
tries. And there have been other
causes of friction.

Within recent years, however, a vast
improvement has taken place. The
recriminations of the past are seldom
heard. The acute naval rivalry which
caused strained relations until 1930
has disappeared; few people in the
United States today care how many
criflisers there are in the British
navy. The establishment of the Irish
Free State has reduced the bitter-
ness of our Irish population toward
Britain. The death of King George V
last January was universally mourned
in the United States. The House of
Representatives adjourned as a trib-
ute to his memory; many of my
friends, ranging from humble farm-
ers to p=ople of high social standing,
rose early in the morning to listen
to the funeral service over the radio.

Likewise relations between the Un-
ited States and Canada have long
been on a friendly basis. There was a
time when many Americans wished to
annex Canada. This demand was ad-
vanced at the peace conference of
1782 by Benjamin Franklin. It was
one of the hidden causes of the war
of 1812. After our civil war Senator
Sumner and others demanded the ces-
sion of Canada in return for the in-
direct damages done the United Sta-
tes by the illegal construction of the
Alabama in Britain. Today these sen-
timents have long since disappear-
ed. America knows that Canada is
an orderly and friendly neighbour.
Unless it should fail to protect its
neutrality In the event of war in the
Pacific to which the United States is
a party, Canadian statehood is safe
so long as the federal union contin-
ues to exist. The unfortified frontier
the St. Lawrence waterways agree-
ments, unhappily defeated by the Un-
ited States Senate, and the reciproc-
ity agreement which entered into
force last January, all are indications
that it is possible for two countries to
live side by side in cordial relation-
ships, adjusting their differences by
fairminded compron:ise.

But despite the wvast imlprovement
in Anglo-American relations, a num-
ber of obstructions to complete under-
standing remain. It is customary for
many Englishmen and Canadians to
deplore the fact that the United Sta-
tes should have returned to a policy
of isolation, after having intervened
in the World War and taken the initi-
ative in organizing the League of Na-
tions. There has been a tendency in
Britain (if not elsewhere) to justify a
policy of inaction by attempting to
shift responsibility to the TUnited
States. Now, I am one of many Am-
ericans who keenly regret that a min-
ority of the Senafe made it impossible
for the United States to adopt a pol-
icy of constructive co-operation at the
end of the World War. In addition, I
believe that the post-war economic
and financial policy of the United
States was a major cause of the world
depression. Nevertheless, I wish to
point out that in several instances,
where the United ‘States has perhaps
haltingly endeavoured to co-operate
with the League it has not received
the support from Britain which it
feels should have been forthcoming.
Moreover today America seems will-
ing to go further than Britain in a
policy of international economic re-
construction.

In 1931 the United States took a
strong stand against the invasion of

Manchuria by Japan. We do not he
J

lieve that the British government sup-
ported our stand or displayed nearly
the same interest in upholding peace
machinery that it did later in the case
of Italy.
stood firmly together in the Orient in
1931 the course of history might have
heen changed.

Secondly, the Roosevelt administra-
tion went far beyond a literal inter-
pretation of its powers, in discourag-
ing the expont of American oil to
Italy during its campaign against
Rthiopia. But, you remember, it was
in the midst of these efforts that the
terms of the HoaredLaval deal were
announced. These terms had a most
unfortunate effect in America. Those
working for an oil embargo feit that
the ground had been cut from under
their feet, and that it was useless to
attempt to find a basis of collabora-
tion between the United States and
Europe.

Today the United States cannot be
expected to intervene in the settle-
ment of the acute political differences
which divide the Ruropean nations.
The initiative in this task falls upon
the British government, by virtue of
its traditional position in Europe, and
by virtue of the fact that it is the
only major power which is not torn
by dissention between Right and Left
forces. Nevertheless, the TUnited
States is willing to make a contribu-
tion to world economic improvement,
which is necessary if political ten-
sion is to be reduced. For two years
Secretary of State Cordell Hull has
been steadfastly and courageously
workiing to 'bring about tariff reduc-
tion through the conclusion of recip-
rocity agreements. These agreements
are not based upon the principle of
exclusive bargaining; but they con-
tain the mostfavoured-nation clause,
which means that the benefits of the
tarififs reduwced Dy the agreement
should be automatically extended to
other nations. One of the most im-
portant agreements is that concluded
with Canada. If this programme suc-
ceeds, many of the trade barriers
which are responsible for a lowering
standard of living in many countries,
should be gradually removed.

Despite the fact that the British
government has paid lip service to
Mr. Hull’'s programme, I regret to say
that it has not given this programme
its support. There are cases where
the exclusive commercial policy of
the British government has prevented
the United States from reaching com-
mercial agreements of benefit to the
world as a whole. Although the Unit-
ed States has concluded a tariff ag-
reement with France, it has not been
able to do so with Britain. Here'is an
instance where America is apparent-
ly willing to go further than Britain
toward removing one of the underly-
ing economic causes of war.

Secondly, the American government

once the present political campaign is |

concluded, is willing to discuss the
question of currency stabilization, To-
day the world is showing a number of
signs of recovery, which has been aid-
ed by the depreciation of currencies.
But so far recovery has been confined
to domestic economics; international
trade which is of much more vital im-
portance to Britain and Canada .than

to the United States, continues to
languish. The resumption of such
trade depends upon the removal of

trade barriers, but such barriers can-
not bhe removed until currencies are
stabilized. No business man is will-
ing to sign a contract in regard to
foreign trade when he does not know
what the future value of money will
be.

Nevertheless British circles seem
to oppose any form of currency stabil-
ization on the ground that it will en-
danger their cheap money policy and
otherwise place the British economy
under ‘the tyranny of the old gold
standard. One may sympathize with
the opposition to the gold standard;
but this does not mean that some
form of stable international currency
is not a necessity, not only from the
standpoint of immediate British in-
terests, but from the standpoint of
international peace.

It is obvious that if Germany can-
not obtain markets in the free field
of world competition, it will be driven
into a programme of exclusive and
militaristic expansion whether in
Central Europe ‘or elsewhere. But
am even more concerned with the fu-
ture of France. The only great power
in continental Europe today which
clings to the democratic process, this
country is governed by a left govern-
ment under a socialist prime minist-
er, Leon Blum. The Blum govern-
ment is endeavoring to follow a mid-

Had Britain and America |

ldle-ot-the»road policy, and it has al-

ready adopted
ineeded- reforms.

a number of much
But it is threaten-

_|ed from the Communists on the left

|and the Fascists on the right. If the
[Blum government is able to resisti
?these attacks, democracy in Fran(‘ei
will continue to exist. If it fails, some i
|form of extremist reaction will prob- |
Mbly follow. The question whether
}Blum stands or falls depends partly |
{upon his ability to devaluate the franc
];zmd solve France's financial problem.
;So far he has faile¢ to make progress
|in this direction, because of the op-
| position’ of the Communists, \\'hof
'oppose devaluation on the ground that
w’it will injure the workers, and of
gothors who fear that ynilateral deval-
{nation would be followed by further
depreciation of the British and Amer-
ican currencies. These obstacles un-
doubtedly would be overcome, how-
ever, and the French financial prob-
lems solved if Britain and America
would reach an agreement tentative-
ly to stabilize the pound and the dol-
lar. In such a case, the Blum govern-
ment would feel strong enough sim-
ultaneously to realign the franc. Both
Britain and America have expressed |
their concern over the preservation
of democratic institutions and peace
throughout the world. If this concern
is genuine, our countries shouid take
concerted action to relieve these eco-
nomic and financial maladjustments
now working toward social convul-
sion and war.

Moreover, may I suggest that Can-
ada itself is in a position to wield a
lgreater influence in internaiional af-
fairs than many Canadians realize.
In the first place, you may be aware
that Canada aiready has set an exam-
ple to the United States by solving
your immiigration difficulties with
Japan, on an equitable basis. In 1924
the American Congress rudely injur-
ed the sensibilities of Japan by pass-
ing a Japanese exclusion law. Canada
accomplished the same end of limit-
ing immigration, but by means which
satisfied Japanese sense of racial
equality, when in 1928 it made an in-
formal agreement with Japan, under
which only 150 Japanese immigrants
enter “Carada annually—a provision |
enforced¢ by Canadian authorities. If
Canada could find similarly an equit-
able solution for the problem of Chin-
ese immigration it would set another
example which would have a great ef-
fect upon the United States, which
continues to anfagonize the great na-
tions of the Orient by its method of
handling limited immigration.

Secondly, I should like to suggest
the possibility of an extension of the |
present reciprocity agreement be-
tween Canada and the United States.
The present agreement is under fire
in our political campaign; but I im; |
agine it will emerge unscathed. It is|
also under fire I notice from certain |
Canadian circles. Nevertheless, T
could never understand why Can;vda}
should impose high tariff duties to!

(Continned on Page Seven) l
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