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“GREEN PASTURES” FILM 
IS PRAISED BY IRISH 

PICTURE CRITIC 

An Earthly Paradise of Spiritual Things 

(By Iris Conlay, ‘Catholic Herald’ 

Film Critic). 

At last this much discussed film 

version of Marc Connelly’s play, 

Green Pastures, is present in the cel- 

luloid, so that discussions have a 

chance now of proceeding at least 

between the informed and the unin- 

formed instead of, as heretofore, be- 

tween the uninformed and the unin- 

formed. 

All preliminary talks were about as 

valuable as the thin air into which 

they evaporated; it is fatuous to ex- 

tol, and unfair to condemn, that with 

which you have made no acquaint- 

ance, and yet great campaigns have 

been set on foot against this innocent 

film long before even the censor had 

taken his private peep. Newspaper 

columns headed Personal Advertise 

ment contained public announcement 

warning readers against the produc- 

tion, and on the eve of its press show 

public protest meetings were held. 

It now remains to see what these 

gentlemen of protest will have to say 

when their imagination is reinforced 

by reality. If they can get a seat be- 

tween them at the New Gallery they 

should look upon such a visit as part 

of their overdue education. If, after 

seeing the film, they still feel un 
happy about it, we shall willingly 

grant them their private opinion, but 

we cannot so generously accord their 

ignorance. 

Profound Faith 

For myself, IT had read and felt the 

profound faith that was put into the 

book of the play, and I was just keep- 
ing my head above thé flood-waters of 

controversy until T actually saw the 
reels. I knew that nothing but sin- 

cerity prompted the written words, 

put such is the nature of the dialogue 

that interpretation by the cast could 

have wrought any havoc. 
So I bided a wee, and thought much 

but said little. Now that I have seen, 

I can only say there is no other pos- 

sible inference to draw from the pro- 

duction than that it is conceived in 

the deepest faith and carried out in 
an equal spirit of reverence. 

It may be funny to our sophistica- 

tion to imagine the Almighty inter- 

ested in a ten cents “seesgar’; spend- 
ing his mornings in an untidy office 

(reminiscent of The Daily Mail edit- 

orial) with the Archangel Gabriel as 

an efficient but uncheerful secretary; 

holding Board meetings with the 

Blessed and even conversing about 

the ‘doing of the chores’ with duster- 

shrouded winged hosts of Paradise. 

[Humour in Heaven 

It may not be an orthodox view 

that the firmament was created 

through an evident shortage in the 

culinary department of this ingredi- 

ent: that Noah was a shrewd, if very 

holy man, and that Babylon was 

somehow reminiscent of Fifth Ave- 

nue, yet the humour is never mis 
placed, being always directed away 

from the spiritual reality and tow- 

ards the material conception. 

And the material conception, one 

must never forget, is necessarily the 

imaginatively narrow one of the 

Southern negro—a character capable 

not capable of any high flights of the 

imagination. 

Heaven, to the negro, is earth glor- 

ified. God is Man on the grandest 

scale. Hence his interpretations of an 

earthly paradise in which fish frys 

exist in one long and perfect feast, 

in which De Lawd directs the busi- 

ness of the paradise in the most 

right-minded fashion (and how can 

He direct without a top-hat and a 

can be a task of utter enjoyment if 

done in that joyful spirit of which 

Paradise is impregnated. 

And even such a material conception 

of Heaven has right principles benind 

it, its crudity qnay affect our aesthet- 

ics. but it need rot offend our sense 

of monals. 

Development of ldeas 

Nor even is crudity prolonged 

throughout the performance. Green 

Pastures is more important than a 

mere tableau of static negro beliefs. 

Besides, the outward events of the 

Bible story from the creation of the 

world to the fall of Jerusalem, it 

chronicles the gradual drawing of the 

full idea of God in the minds of the 

people who have so lately been intro- 

duced to Him, 

In the beginning, De Lawd is just 

grand’ gentleman—a benevolent 

one, perhaps, but nevertheless very 

unscrutaple and even more unap- 

proachable. With the creation of the 

world when De Lawd converses with 

his people, the gradual comprehen- 

sion of the Godhead develops. 

An early conception of the Israel- 

ite God of Wrath is given by the ex- 

termination of the wicked inhabitants 

by the Flood. Later, “Put them thun- 

derbolts back into they boxes, Gab,” 

says De Lawd, preparing his peo- 

ple’s minds for a wider interpretation 

still of a God Who is not only just, 

but kind—one capable not only of the 

destruction of humanity but of the 

building up of it. 

a 

Negro Players 

Rex Ingram plays the key-charac- 

ter of De Lawd in flawless taste. He 

has dignity and power and under 

standing, and he is reported to have 

said, - when playing his nart, “I felt 

good, and full of years, and safer 

than when I was myself.” He also 

plays two other parts, those of Adam 
and Hezdrel. The rest of the cast all 

negro players, and a superb negro 

chorus, interspaces the dialogue with 

renderings of spirituals. 
After leaving the cinema, feeling 

that I had witnessed what would pro- 

bably be counted for the general pub- 
lic, the most significant film of the 

year, I was most interested to have 

the opportunity of discussing Green 

Pastures with our censor, Lord Tyr- 

rell, whose opinions I have recorded 

elsewhere. We are both enthusiasts. 

EXPORT OF GOLD 

The export of raw gold amounted to 

14,670 ounces valued at $492,462 in 

November compared with 10,603 at 

$365,562 a year ago. Gold bullion, 

other than monetary, was exported to 

the amount of 372,981 ounces valued 

at $13 062,955 entirely to the United 

of profound deeps of spirituality but | States. 

ACADI 

And just as the easy-to-open 
tin gives you delight so does 

ACADIA Baking Powder bring 

: you economy. 
Is double acting it assures baking 
success, and you need smaller quan- 

titles than with ordinary brands. 

level teaspoonful to each cup of sifted 
flour is the correct proportion. 
it to your budget to try ACADIA, 

CHIT POWDER 

HE latest Barbour 

achievement is the 
T new, easy- opening 

ACADIA Baking Powder 
tin. One twist and off 

comes the top. It's the 

most convenient Baking 
Powder tin that ever 

graced a pantry shelf. 

THE SAME 
LOW PRICE 

25¢ 
THE POUND TIN 

Because ACADIA 

One 

You owe 

BAKING 
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RED SEA 
CROSSING CALLED 

LONDON, Dec. 26—That the cross- 

ing of the Red. Sea by the Israelites 

was no miracle was the submission 

made by Major C. S. Jarvis, Govern- 

or of Sinai for 14 years, when ad- 
dressing the Ethnic Study Group here 

Major Jarvis is known to every Arab 

in the Middle East as Jarvis Bey. 

“The Pillar of Fire, described in 

Exodus,” said Major Jarvis, “would 

probably be caused by one of the 

squalls which still occur'in Sinai and 

lightning flashes at night. A narrow 

strip of sand separates the Mediter- 

{ranean from Lake Pardawil, a vast 

lagoon, and my theory is that the Is- 

raelites marched. along this strip. 

“A squall and rain followed and as 

still happens today, the sea broke over 

the sand into the lagoon. I have seen 

it happen in 12 hours. he whole 

army of Egyptians was caught. 

“I have arrived at my theory by 

stuyidngz the two books of the Bible, 

Exodus and Numbers, and from inves- 

tigations during the 

Sinai. There is no record in Egyp- 

tian history of the flight, so one may 

believe it was not such an epoch-mak- 
ing event as the Israelites would like 

us to believe.” 

Embarrassing Appeal 

The appeal of Premier Francisco 

Largo Caballero of Spain to the Lea- 

gue of Nations for action against 

what is cailed “the armed interven- 

tion of Germany and Italy” in the 

Spanish civil war has created an em- 

barrassing situation for the anti-Fas- 

cist powers. As a member of the Lea- 

! gue, ‘Spain has the right of appeal to 
that body for protection against ag- 

gression, but in view of the compli- 

cated situation in Europe just now 

the appeal is almost certain to affect 

adversely the plans of one or more 

of the leading European powers. 

Italy, of course, has taken no part 

in League proceedings since the Ethi- 

opian appeal was decided against her 

and in the present case she is care 

fui to preserve the appearance of non- 

interest in the whole affair; but Itai- 

jan recognition of the rebel ‘“govern- 

ment” in Spain makes it virtually im- 

possible for the League to decide in 

favor of the duly elected Spanish gov- 

ernment without increasing the an- 

noyance in Rome occasioned by the 

adverse stand of the League in rela 

tion’ to the Ttalian position regarding 

Ethiopia. Further, the League pow- 

ade Italy to resume full participa 
tion in League afairs, the more so 

since the new Italo-German accord 

might lead Germany also back to the 

League. Favorable action on Premier 

Caballero’s appeal doubtless would 

destroy this hope. 
The difficulty confronting the 

League is increased by the inaction of 

the International Non-intervention 

committee regarding violations of the 

non-interveation agreement reached 

by 26 nations, most of which are 

members of the League. If the League 

should decide in favor of the Spanish 

government, it would be in the pos- 

ition of recognizing, an “armed inter- 

vention,” which the Non-intervention 

committee hag tacitly declared does 

not exist. 

By the obligations of its covenant 

the League cannot fairly reject the 

appeal in favor of the Spanish rebel 

junta, since the Spanish government 

is a League member while the rebel 

‘government’ has not been recognized 

by any League power except Italy. 

Under such circumstances the League 

may resort to the parliamentary ex- 

pedient of tabling the appeal until 

such time as the deadlock in Spain is 

broken and a definite course of action 

is more clearly indicated. ) 

Here's Real Help 
~ In Avoiding Many 

Miserable Colds 
Unique Medication Designed 
to Aid Nature's Defenses 
in Nose and Throat, Where 
Most Colds Start. 

PROVED IN USE BY MILLIONS 

In the exclusive for- 
mula of Vicks Va- 
tro-nol has been 
found a unique and 
successful aid in pre- 
venting many colds 
— winter’s threat to 

our comfort and health. 
Va-tro-nol is especially designed 

for the nose and upper throat— 
where most colds start. It aids and 
stimulates the functions provided 
by Nature—in the nose—to prevent 
colds, and to throw off head colds in 
the early stages. Used in time—at 
the first nasal irritation, sniffle, or 
sneeze — just a few drops up each 
nostril —Va-tro-nol helps to avoid 
many colds. 
Where irritation has led to a 

clogged-up nose (a stuffy head cold 
or nasal catarrh) Va-tro-nol reduces 
swollen membranes—clears clogging 
mucus— brings comforting relief. 

For Fewer and Shorter Colds 
Note to mothers—who guard the 

family’s health: Vicks has devel- 
oped, especially for you, a practical 
Plan for Better Home Control of 
Colds. This guide to fewer and 
shorter colds has been clinically 
tested by practicing physicians and 

NG MIRACLE 

canse a column of cloud from which | 

time I was in| 

ers, (especially Britain hope to persu- | 

7-YEAR PEAK IN 
FUR PRICES TRACED 
TO SALMON CATCH 
SEATTLE, Dec. 26—The Eskimos’ 

necessity became Park avenue’s lux- 

ury today. 

Twenty-five thousand furs, mostly 

from Alaska, were offered for auction 

here at the highest prices since 1929. 

Trappers and dealers explained high- 

er prices were due to fatter pocket- 

books, early winter and the big busi- 

ness done by salmon canneries in 

Alaska this season, 

Charles Goldstein, an Alaskan sour- 

| dough, who flew more than 5,000 miles | 

{over the Far North to gather his furs 

| explained the salmon angles thnsly: 

“We didn't catch many dark mink 

| this year. because salmon canneries | 

|at the mouth of Yukan ran full blast. | 
| This season good mink furs were hard 

| to find because their salmon diet was 

small. But the ones we did get are | 

the finest in many years.” | 
| 

More than 2,500 silver fox skins 

were offered at prices ranging from | 

$50 to $300 each. The silver fox skin, 

(once so extremely rare as to bring 

$3,000 a pelt, now is the backbone of 

the fur farming industry in the Pac- 

ific Northwest. 

One thousand sable, the last word 

in fur luxury, and more than 10,000 

mink were offered. Other pelts for 

auction included 10,000 muskrat, 2,500 

wolf, and various lots of beaver, fox 

and wolverine. Average prices will be 

posted after the auction ends. 

RECALLING 
THE HORSE 

Has the horse more sense than is 

possessed by other members of the 

animal kingdom, including man? Here 

is a challenge to dog lovers, to ob- 

servers of the elephant and to admir- 

ers of the owl, assuming that the wis- 

dom tradjtionally ascribed to owls 

is based on sense and not on a mys- 

terious gift of nature. An instructor 

of instructors the other day told his 

auditors that there is need in teach- 

ing for horse sense. More than half 

a century ago Charles Dudley Warner 

took occasion in his Backlog Studies 

to speak of horse sense in character- 

izing a certain individual. “He was a 

plain man,” wrote Mr. Warner. “His 

sympathies were with the people. He 

had what is roughly known as horse 

sense.” ‘4 

This distinctly -implies common 

| sense. Yet there is more to it than 

that. Common sense is sound practic- 

al judgment realistically applied. Tt is 

supposed to have some relation to the 

| general experience of mankind. Horse 

sense, on the other hand, can boast of 

an element of divination. Learnad an- 

alysis are on record as saying that 

horse sense is a sort of crude instinct 

quite independent of instruction and 

experience—a form of shrewdness, 

coarse and robust at times, often 

found among the unlettered and rude. 

But such experts hasten to add, by 

way of definition, that horse semse 

can be understood to mean good 

sense. 

It is pleasant to think that the term 

horse sense might have had its origin 

in a notable exploit of a horse which 

knew a lot more than its rider. That 

gifted beast, for example, that on a 

dark and stormy night carried his 

master safely over the sole surviving 

stringer of a washed out bridge. 

Horse sense, at any rate, calls up in- 

numerable instances of faithful and 

efficient service to man, of = real 

friendship between man and mount. 

perhaps the suggestion of getting 

down to essentials is intended to be 

conveyed; it is just possible that in 

the recent mention of horse sense 

there is a sly reference to horse and 

buggy days—New York Sun. 

DR. G.R. LISTER 

Dentist 

PHONE 531-11 

Burchill-Wilkinson Building 

QUEEN STREET 
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. 

Below Regent 

COMPLIMENTS 

OF THE 

SEASON 

LANNAN’S. 
RESTAURANT 

74 Carleton St. _ Phone 1133 

further proved in everyday home 
use by millions. Full details of Vicks | 1 
Plan in each Va-tro-nol package. 

ARE Y0 Stepping Foward 

Or Falling Back 
? 

JUST THINK WHAT IT MEANS TO GO EITHER WAY! WORK AND 
GO AHEAD --- REST AND SLIP BACK! 

YOU STILL HAVE TIME TO WIN - WHY TAKE DEFEAT 
WHEN YOU CAN BE VICTORIOUS? 

YOUR FRIENDS ARE WATCHING YOU ] 
~ WORK 

WILL 
WIN 

SPEED 
SPELLS 
SUCCESS 

SHOW THEM THAT YOU CAN 

" 

| | 
| 
| 
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1937 Plymouth Coach 

PLYMOUTH DE LUXE TW9-DOOR ‘TOURING SEDAN 

Purchased From Phillips & Pringle 

YOUR CANDIDATE NEEDS YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NOW! 

HOW ABOUT IT, SUBSCRIBERS? 

“I'd: give you a subscription if | knew you 

would win . ..” If you have given an excuse; any 

of these or others instead of a subscription, are 

you treating your friends right? You are either for 

then? or against them. The time has come when 

good wishes, kind words, excuses or promises mean 

nothing more than that you have turned your back 

on a friend. If you want to see your candidate win; 

you must say it WITH SUBSCRIPTIONS! 

When one of the faithful workers for your home 

paper has called on you for help in the campaign 

which you can give with a subscription, have you 

said: “You'll have to see my wife, she attends to 

that sort of thing . ..” “Come around and see me 

just before the close and ...” “I'd like to see you 

win the Plymouth Coach; but I'm paid pretty far in 

advance now . . J’ “I’m taking more papers how 

than | get time to read.” 

GIVE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NOW! 

SUBSCRIPTION BLANK 
CAMPAIGN DEPARTMENT. 

THE DAILY MAIL, FREDERICTON, N. B. 

Attached hereto you will find my (check) 

(money order) to the amount of $ for 

which you will kindly enter my subscription 

for (1 year) (2 years) (3 years) to THE 

DAILY MAIL and issue credits according to 

the schedule in favor of 

DONT 
FOLLOW 
-BE A 

LEADER 

DONT 

DREAM 

ABOUT 

SUCCESS 

(Mr. or Mrs.) 

Please notify the recipient of votes h
ereby 

given and mail receipt covering subscription 

GIVE THREE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTIONS 

THEY COUNT BIG! 


