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CAPT. G. ALVAH GOOD DESCRIBES

THE VIMY RIDGE PILGRIMAGE

The Morning of the Unveiling Ceremonies, and
Incidents Connected With the Trip—
: 0ld Scenes Visited

Captain G. Alvah Good, The Daily
Mail correspondent on the Vimy Pil-
grimage, writes an interesting letter
giving his impressions not only of
the recent Vimy unveiling celebration
but also of old battlefield scenes vis-
ited and how the pilgrims were con-
veyed and billeted.

Capt. Good writes from Gilwell
Camp, England, where he is now tak-
ing a Rover Scout course. He writes
as follows:

GILWELL PARK, England, July 29
—For the past five days I have been
hustled so, from pillow to pillow, that
I have had no
twinkle of time to
add to these pages.
While riding at
anchor ia the
Scheldt River all
day Friday, all the
last minute busi-
ness was finished.
To make sure of
there being no
hitch or confusion
about the seating
arrangements in
the train, I under- Capt. G./A. Good
took to copy the company command-
er’s list by borrowing the Chief En-
gineer’s typewriter (not in perfect
mechanical state and being of a make
I was acquainted with, but with
whose tricks I was not thoroughly
able to cope), I borrowed a sheet of
carbon paper to make a second copy
in case someone esle might need it.
In my hurry I got the two copies—
but on the same sheet.

Before landing, each had prepared
a ‘landing card,’ green, in three read-
ily separated portions numbered (1),
(2) and (3), detailing name, national-
ity and a few other details. No. 3 part

| wag torn off by the Belgian immigra-

tion officer; No. 2 was handed over
on re-embarking, and No. 1 was given
up on landing at Tilbury, England.

Antwerp—put I‘ll write, in more de-
tail, what I can remember when I
have time to spare, byt at present
two days must be deajt with fairly
fully, Sunday, the 26th, and Wednes-
day, the 29th. These two days have
been a glorious and impressive peak
of this pilgrimage. Till I have time
to detail the events of the land tour
in France and Belgium, let it suffice
that the Sunday of the unveiling was
thoroughly satisfactorily organized
and was a supremely impressive cere-

mony, attended by perfect weather)

G. 1. NUGENT, M. D.
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and, in general, was entirely in ac-
cord with the grandeur and beauty
of the monument whose unveiling we
came to share. Tuesday morning
Chief Engineer Pratt of the Montrose
told me that he would have felt his
life almost unlived, if he had missed
such a grand occasion. He had made
a special trip by auto to attend, clear
across Belgium from the ship at Ant-
werp, and he listened with such emo-
tion to the words of the dedication
and the unveiling speech of the King
as to be completely overcome.

In accordance with the programme
unique in this respect, the 240 motQr
coaches, brought the pilgrims togeth-
er about 11 a.m., which allowed time
to visit the tunnels and trenches
made permanent with concrete-filled
sandbags, and to inspect the mine-
cratery and barbed wire entangle-
ments of No Man’s Land, as well as
to view the snipers’ plates in position
machine gun posts and articles of
trench warfare and trench life set in
concrete in appropriate positions.
They then partook of a picnic box
lunch which had been provided for
each before setting out.

The coach carrying our party halt-

ed well on “our” side of the ridge
and left us to walk about a mile.
After inspection of the preserved

trenches, and lunching, we started in
search of the monument, coming up-
on it from the rear, the west, or “our”
side, since it faceg majestically over
the slope and commands a far sweep
of the broad plain east of the ridge,
giving a wonderful view of the whole
plain, neatly subdivided into rectan-
gular fields of varying tints of green,
brown and buff.

In the background the dark blotches
surmounted by brick chimneys and
dotted freely with slack heaps from
the coal mines, are the compact
towns of Lens, Lrevin, Loos, Avion,
Mericourt, Arleux, Acheville, Wilber-
val, Drocourt and many other names
familiar to the ‘old sweats’ and com-
mon in the papers of a score of years
ago but now just another in the long
list of ‘other places.

Approaching the monument from
the rear, we found the ground occu-
pied by the gaily uniformed French
guard of honor, most notable to the
eye being a squadron of Moroccan
Spahis, mounted on superb horses. A
cordon of French infantry, shouider
to shoulder, with fixed bayonets, sur-
rounded the huge parade ground suc-
cessfully presenting an unbreakable
line to every attempt to pass. In land-
ing at Antwerp the party was divided
into twelve companies rallying to the
side of a totem carrier, your repre-
sentative earing the standard for
Number 8 Company, and as our party
was K party the large white paddle 1
bore was lettered K 8. So the stan-
dard bearer of K-8 bore his ‘totem’
almost half a mile behind the serried
ranks of the guardians, constantly
presenting the front that made Ver-
dun historic and “Ils ne passeront
pas!” a French national war-cry.
Bobbing up and down, greeted by oc-
casional derisive cheers and hoots
from the /bulk of the pilgrimg already
assembled, on it went to the road be-
vond the end of the cordon, turned
about and was carried to its place at
the point of assempbly, cheered and
greeted' after a fashion.

At 2:15 His Majesty arrived in rear
of the monument to the accompani-
ment of the cheering and the royal
salute of 21 guns fired by a French
battery on the flank. A full quarter
of an hour was taken up with in-
specting the guard of honor, none of
which wae visible from our point of
‘lack of view’ on the slope in front of
the 20 foot pedestal of the monument.
Here may I set down a brief comment
of appreciation of the speedy service
of “L’Intransigeant de Paris,” a news-
paper which sent a camera man to
photograph the arrival of His Majesty
and an aeroplane which picked up the
plates, probably in an adjoining open
field, flew back with them to Paris
(possibly developing them in the
machine on the way), made prints
and had a cut made from one, put it
in on the front page with a full page
cut of the monument on the back
page, rushed this “final edition” by
rail to Lille and had it on sale there
by the time we returned from Vimy.
It was a notable piece of speedy co-
operation but I was told next day by
one of the <Canadian Legion Head-
quarters officials that he had taken
moving pictures of the scene from a
very good point of view and had been
immediately offered a price for them
by a representative of the Toronto
Globe; the films were flown to Lon-
don, developed and the pictures radio

| telegraphed to Toronto to appear in

that evening edition. The difference
in time militated strongly in favour of
thig latter arrangement bhut both jour-

nals showed the world the efficiency

of their news-gathering organization.
When the King appeared in front
of the monument he was greeted with
many rounds of applause, doubly in-
spired in the majority of Canadians
by the most democratic gesture made
by his' appearing in formal civilian
garb, a row of medals being his only
concession to military pageantry. Af-
ter descending from the plinth of the
monument and greeting many in the
front ranks, the 1st Contingent boys
particularly, he returned and the pro-
gramme as arranged was continued.
His Majesty’s clear, direct, honest and
unaffected speech, in the unvelling
portion of the ceremony, endeared
him in very truth to all who heard
him. This belated eye-witness’ ac-
count can add nothing of detail to the
verbatim accounts of this speech that
were in the papers of that day but it
can add the assurance that all were
hushed with admiration at the human
note of sympathy struck by the King
in his apt words..

A touch of pageantry was added on
conclusion of the unveiling by the
arrival of two squadrons of British
aeroplanes of scout type which dived
and zoomed low over the crowd just
to the north side of the monument.
One squadron was of biplanes, the
second, monoplanes, which I was told
were Gloucester Gauntlets. These
aeroplanes flew, dived, zoomed and
turned about in precise and accurate
formation, an impressive salute and a
most appropriate reminder to the
scribe of much the same type of man-
oeuvres under very different circum-
stanceg on the morning of April 9th,
1917.

iSome delay was experienced in tak-
ing all pilgrims back to their billets,
but eveantually all were returned, the
writer to “I'Ecole des Arts et Metjer”
at Lille. Two of these boys’ colleges
were being used as billets and my-
self and father were, naturally enough
taken to the wrong one, gince the
names sounded enough alike to be
easily confused, which mistake de-
layed our bedtime nearly an hour.

In the morning, since our drive to
the Ypres battlefields was scheduled
to start at 9.30, I went down town to
try to secure a copy of the already
coveted last edition of ‘IIntransige-
ant de Paris,” but was offered the
next to the last edition in half a doz
en places and in exasperation bought
something else as souvenir of the
grand occasion. By this time I knew
I could not get back to “the School of
Arts and Meters” in time for the bus
drive, so got into the first of the tour,
that came along. This tour promised
better for me, since I knew mpst of
the southern half or the salient quite
intimately from ' comstant marching
and counter-marching over its i‘roads
and trenches. It is reasonablegto as-
sume that a gardener knows e de-
tails of his garden plot far better than
the conductor of the train that passes
three times a day. The latter had the
point of view, in the main, that I had
of the Vimy area while I shared the
gardener’s intimate acquaintance to a
larger extent on the Somme, but I
never flew over Ypres nor was on the
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COLLEGE

'EDUCATION IS
BCONOMIC DRAWBACK
T0 A NATIONS YOUTH

Such Is the Opinion of Isaac F. Marcosson, Editor
Author and Journalist in the American
Magazine

1 .

NEW YORK, Aug. 14—College Edu-
cation is no longer an economic as-
set in the United States, but on the
contrary must be written off on the
debit side of youth's ledger, in red
ink, according to the results of a
nationwide survey just completed by
Isaac F. Marcosson, famous editor,
author and journalist. The investl-
gation was conducted under the aus-
pices of The American Magazine,
which publishes the findings today
in response to inquiries from thous-
ands of persons seeking advice and
offering suggestions on the problem.

“The majority of our youth are the
victims of amn educational system
which misfits rather than fits,” writes
Mr, Marcosson, “which dumps youth
on the doorstep of the world of work,
untrained for the job of life. There
is too much learning in the head and
too little in the hands. Educational-
ly, youth is all dressed up with mno
place to go.”

The schools have made a fetish o}
classical education, he says, concen-
trating on the curriculum rather
than on the individual, offering no
proper vocational guidance; their
slogan is ‘“‘enter the professions.”

“The urge for any kind of a white
collar job and the failure to find it
have done more than anything else to
put youth in a jam,” Mr. Marcosson
says. “The gap between education
and employment is the pit into which
youth has fallen.”

To support this, he cites the condi,
tion in Connecticut, where among
43,000 unemployed young men and
women, including many high school
and college graduates, 75 per cent
are untrained for any kind of un-
skilled work. Yet «in spite of the
battalions of unemployed, there is
a shortage of skilled labor.

Summing up the problem which
directly affects nearly one-fifth of
the entire population, including the
age range from sixteen to twenty-
five, Mr. Marcosson says:

ground on Vimy Ridge. The result
was that I felt as if I were gbout to
revisit home and every landmark stir-
red the pulses with old memories.
Quite new to me were the roadside
signs ‘Let Op, Attention,”—presums-
ably, ‘Drive With Care,’—in situa-
tions where such a notice was ap-
propriate. The Flemish signs on the
front of inns, hotels, etc.,, "were most
familiar in type. One could make a

fairly good guess as to the meaning '

of the signs by the form of the words,
the look of the house, and a touch of
imagination, helped by the prevailing
wind. “In Het Hoon Hof,” looks like
almost anything, but “‘In Het Witten
Huis,” on a white painted house,
makes one think of ‘White House
Inn,” and the “Doktoren huis” at Kem
mel, when one knew that that was
the ‘“doctor’s house” clinched the
meaning of it. But who knows the
meaning of “Im Vrede” or In t’ Vrede?

IChalking political propaganda on
bare walls seems quite popular in
France. I have seen a full half-dozen
drawings of the sickle crossed with
a hammer and such slogans as ‘Vive
le 5 eme Internationale” and one or
two drawingg of a ring crossed by a
thunderbolt alongside the motto “A
bas les 2 ans,”—possibly Croix de Feu
propaganda. Far more numerous
were public appeals to save the Span-
ish people or to save democracy in
Spain.

In Ypres we stayed about an hour
and I photographed the Cathedral, in-
terior ag well, and the Cloth Hall, the
eastern portion of which is unrepaired
as a memorial. I transferred to a bus
belonging to my own company and all
decided to return to Lille to make
sure of catching the train. We drove
out the Memin Gate to Shrapnel Cor-
ner, returned through the Menin Gate
then through the city and out by the
Lille Gate and on towards Lille.

‘An interesting incident at the Belgo
French boundary was the care with
which the customs man on duty thrust
a long rod into the gasoline tank to
be sure that none of the cheap Bel-
gian essence was being smuggled in-
to France.

In Lille the pilgrims were given a
de
Commerce,” or  Exhibition Building,
one of the largest areas of roof I have
ever seen unsupported by any but the
outer walls. This banquet preceded
our being entrained, party by party,
and transported clear acrosg Belgium
to the ‘Montrose’ at Antwerp.
(August 3—I am at present at Gil-
well Park, Chingford, taking the Rov-
er Scout course, after a most strenu-
ous time in London and I have had a
very difficult time snatching the time

G. Alvah Good).

to write this much in odd moments. |,
T will resume as soon as possible.—

“Youth knows what it does not
want, but it doeg not know what it
wants. One section would thumb 21,
ride to some workless utopia. An-
other seeks to drive a wedge through
the established academic order, A
third vainly seekg jobs in the Waste
of unemployment. The trouble is as
much psychological as physical
Youth mentally is tied in a knot, The
‘So What’ attitude which runs so per-
sistently through the youth refrain or
today is in significant contrast with
the ‘Let's Go’ keynote of the pre-de |
Pression years. '

“The young man is told that the
future pelongs to him. It is a glow-
ing prospect but it is the distracted
bresent, with its struggle for a meal
ticket, which <concerns him most.
Many pelieve that their future is be-
hind them.

“In giving way to despair and al
lowing its intelligence to be atroph.
ied through unemployment, youth un-
fits itself for its task. In the Ameri.
can Youth- Commission survey of
100,000 young men, 75 per cent were
found to be suffering from some
health defect induced mainly by men'
tal anxiety,

“What amazes the investigator of
the youth problem i8 the indiference
to the saga of the hard-knock gchool
which has rolled up so much Ameri-
can achievement. Youth dreams of
achievement without the knocks. It
sees ends but is disdainful of means.
It yearns for success but does not
want to earn it. It follows the relief-]
born doctrine that the world owes it
a living,

“Ome of the biggest facts emerging
from the youth delimma ig that it
cannot be regarded as a temporary
quandary, to be met with halfway
Measures providing made jobs. Bar-
ring an economic millenium, youth
will always be jammed in recurrent
economic dislocation unlesg the per-
mament remedy is found.

“A big part of the existing youth

LAST MINUTE FLASHES

Montreal security markets just ex-
perienced their first million-share day
onrecord. This was due to spectacular
activity in several low-priced mining
shares. Turnover of mining stocks to-
talled 1,001,835 shares. Industrials had
a turnover of 30,874 shares.

——

TORONTO, Aug. 12—Hon. T. B. Mec-
Questen, Ontario Minister of High-
ways, said today that the Ontario
Government had approved the relief
public works agreement with the Do-
minion Administration.

The agreement calls for expendi-
ture of approximately $6,000,000 on
highiway construction throughout the
Province. The cost is shared equally
by the two Governments.

It means a
the school sys-
one antidote for

under job conditions.
major operation on
tem, but it the
the muddle.

is

“Antioch College shows how it can
be done. Her students alternate their
term time between college and mills,
stores, newspaper offices, pulilic util-
Ities and libraries, as regular em-
Ployees,

“If youth is to be set on its pro-
per course it means tri-cornered co-
operation. Government can help, not
in handouts but in vocational sup-
sidy. Industry can help in wider co-
operation in youth training, The
community can help in enlistment
of youth for communal activitieg
that stimulate resourcefuless, gelf-
thinking, responsibility, and, above
al], the individual initiative which
lies at the root of all successful en-
deavor.”

You Wil
Enioy This

Summer More

If you spend your
Sundays Dbeside
beautiful Grand
Lake at

problem begins with the secondary |
school. It is there that the solutioni
largely lies, in relating the boy and
girl to a vocational career, with ori-,
entation to the occupational world
as the chief object. Schoolg can do |

The Grand Casino

where you will find good bathing
facilities, splendid meals and a
day of perfect pleasure in ideal
surroundings.
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this it they follow occupational |

trends, if they mix study with work’ 58
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