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Let us replace that piece
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Operated

Harrington.

The buttons were off the foils in
the Nova Scotia Legislature as Hon.
Michael Dwyer, minister of mines,
and Hon. G. S. Harrington, leader of
the opposition, clashed over the cave-
in at the Moose River gold mine.

Chargeg that the mine had not been
inspected, although the department
knew a mill was operating at Moose
River, came from the opposition lead-
er after the ministey of mines had
asked for an explanation of & news-
paper story quoting Col. Harrington.

The battle started wheéen Hon. Mich-
ael Dwyer read a clipping from the
Toronto Globe of April 23. The Globe
report datelined in Halifax, follows:

“Speaking to the Globe in the pic-
turesque Nova Scotia Legislature just
a few minuteg before the session con-

OUR SERVICE IS {
QUICK & DEPENDABLE

| KARL L. GOUGH

Plumber

414 KING ST. PHONE 515-11

vened this afternoon, Hon. Gordon S.
Harrington, Conservatdve leader of
the opposition, reaffirmed his threat
for a searching investigation into all
circumstances ccnected with the
Moose River mine disaster.

‘“‘He hinted political futures of sev-
eral government officiais might  be
terminated by the disclosures. EXx-
pressing condolence for the rescued
men, Col. Harrington said the inveésti-
gation would not be pressed for some
time. One of the questions he desired
an explanation of is: ‘Why wag the
mine not examined following the
flood some time ago?

to the
‘“Tender

addressed
endorsed
Customs and Immigration Building, Cen-

Saealed Tenders
dersigned, and

un-
for

treville, N. B.”, will be received until
12 o’clock noon (daylight saving), Friday,
May 15, 1936, for the construction of a
Customs and Immigration Buildng, Cen-
terville, N. B.

Plans and specification can be seen
and forms of tender obtained at the
offices of the Chief Architect, Depart-
ment of Public Works, Ottawa, the Resi-
dent Architect, old Post Office Building,
Saint John, N. B., the Care taker, Post
Office Building, Fredericton, N. B., and
at the Post Office, Centerville, N. B.

Tenders will not be considered unless
made on the forms supplied by the De-
partment and in accordance with the
conditions set forth therein.

Each tender must be accompanied by
a certified cheque on a chartered bank

in Canada payable to the order of the
Honourable the Minister of Public
Works, equal to 10 per cent. of the

amount of the tender, or Bearer Bonds
of the Dominion of Canada or of the
Canadian National Railway Company and
its constituent companies, uncondition-
ally guaranteed as to principal and inter-
est by the Dominion of Canada, or the
aforementioned bonds and a certified
cheque if required to make up an odd
amount.

Note:—The Department, through the
Chief Architect’s office, will supply blue
prints and specification of the work on
deposit of a sum of $10.00, in the form
of a certified bank cheque payable to the
order of the Minister of Public Works.
The deposit will be released on return
of the blue prints and specification with-
in a month from the date of reception
of tenders. If not returned within that
period the deposit will be forfeited.

By order,
J. M. SOMERVILLE,
Secretary.
Department of Public Works,

Ottawa, April 24, 1936. il &

3 ins. SO

‘“Why was the inspector of mines,
who should have inspected this place
put in charge of operations? We
have several experienced practical ex-
pertg in our employ, who have years
of experience in mining disasters.
Why was this very studious man giv-
en full control when he has never act-
ed in that capacity before? Those are
some of the questions that must be
answered,” he said.

“*Ag results have shown the logical
solution was accepted after the min-
ister of mines said in the Legislature
they had virtually given up all hope of
saving the trapped men. Those Stell-
arton miners had to take matters into
their own hands before any progress
wag made and they were not even ap-
pealed to for assistance, and that’s
another factor I want explained.

“He went on to point out that the
Draegermen were the men who should

Moose River Mine

Withcut

Being Inspected

Matter is Subject of Sharp Debate in Nova Sco-
tia Legislature Between Minister Dwyer,
Premier Macdonald and Opposition Leader

have been brought in when the mine
first collapsed.

“Anotheyr pertinent question in the
alltermath will be directed to Hon.
Michael Dwyer, regarding the status
of the mine m4nager, F. D. Hender-
son. He charged the manager was
involved in similar disaster some
time ago. Rumons that the pillars of
ore supporting the roof were pillaged,
leaving the mine tn a dangerous con-

dition will also be probed,” he de-
clared.
Asks if Interview Given
Mr. Dwyer said, “I should like to

know whether Mr.
that interview?”

Apparently taken back by this re-
port the leader of the opposition
arose and said: “I am not gure that I
have recognized the phraesology used
there.” He admitted the Toronto re-
porters, one from The Globe and one
from The Telegram, had asked him
hig views on that particular day and
he had given them.

In the report read by Mr. Dwyer he
had recognized some of the state-
ments; -others he could not hear., He
had not the slightest notion he was
being interviewed by these two news-
papermen and the reading of the re-
port was ‘like a shot from ambush.”

“I must say my information is en-
tirely what I got from newsnapers,
but I was informed the mine was un-
der water last January,” said Col.
Harrington. “The mine started to op-
erate with 30 men and from January
to April there was no inspection car-
ried out by the department of mines.
That is my information. Further,
there was an ore mill working on that
property without a license from the
government and one cannot operate
an ore mill without a license from
the government. Therefore the gov-
ernment knew the property at Moose
River was peing operated.”

“Where {do you get the authority
for that statement?” asked Premier
Miacdonald.

“There wias a mill operating there.
Perhaps the minister of mines will
tell us if he new of it,” replied the
opposition leader .

Repeats\Question t

Mr. Dwyer reiterated his first re-
quest, asking Col. Harrington if the
statements in The Globe report were

Harrington gave

true. Col. Harrington’s answer was
that the department of mines knew
a mill was being operated with ore

{ taken from the Magill mine,

“Where did ybu get that?”’ demand-
ed Mr. Dwyer.

‘“He will find correspondence in his
solicitor’s officg gelating to that mat-
ter”, answered Colone] Harringtoil.
“Mines must be registered and 1
suggest this mine was being operat-
ed against the law”.

“He is not answering my question”,
again complained the minister of
mines,

] suggest Mr. Dwyer is sorry he
asked it”, said the Coionel.

At this point the Speaker called him
to a point of order and the leader
of the oppositiont said an attack was
being made ypon himself and@ he want-
ed to answer it in his own way. If he
was stopped from giving his answer
in the House he would certainly ans-
wer it elsewhere. Only physical force
would prevent him from making a full
reply.

“Will it be pistols or swords out-
side?” shouted the mines minister.
Again the Speaker called for order.

‘“Where were the plans of that mine
under the Metalliferous Regulation
Act” demanded Col. Harrington,

. [Presses Question®

“I again demand an answer. 1
asked a simple question, “Whether he
did or did not give an interview’,”
said the mines minister. The Speaker
again broke in, stating that Mr.
Dwyer wanted to know if The Globe
report was authentic.

“Must I answer yes or no to this
question? T cannot give a categorical
answer to that question”, replied Col.
Harrington .

The premier sajdi that if the op-
position leader were allowed to con-
tinue, perhaps at the end of his re-
marks he would answer the question.

Continuing, Col. Harrington said,
“May I say, sir, there were no plans
in the mines office as there should
have been”.

“Were they there when the last
government left office” asked Mr.
Dwyer,

“The mine was not operating then”.
the opposition leader replied. Speak-
ing of the interview, he said it should
have been sent to hir.‘ first instead
of being read in the House. He said
he wanted it to be known that it was
Mr. Dwyer who had opened the mat-
ter and not himself.

Who /Responsible? !

“The mine was operating, yet there
was no inspection. This calamity
was due to a collapse, a failure of
support”, he went on. “Who was re-
sponsible? Was it the present operator
or the prior operator? There are no
plans or inspection reports  ,to cast
any light on this”.

Again Colonel Harrington said, the
matter had come as a “bolt from the
blue”. He had withheld himself on
the matterr of who was responsible.
He had only stressed the good points
of the whole affatr. He had not want-
ed to gay anything to dull the glorious

spirit which the heroic rescue work
had aroused,

“I did not know [ was being inter-
viewed for publication. But I am
only saying what is being asked every-
where ., I do regret that a miner
experienced in rescue work was not
placed in charge. There are many

such capable men throughout the
province”,
‘“When the minister of mines first

went there I do not know, but he
must have been there either Sunday
or Monday bhecause the press and the
radio let us know. The newspapers
became nauseating regarding the poli-
tical actions going there”, said the op-
position leader,
palled To Order }

A cry went up from the Liberal
ranks and he was called to order.

“I will stop any time you want me
to”, he told the Speaker. “This is a
thing I would have been relieved not
to have said but it will be remember-
ed¢ in this House that an investiga-
tion was to be started while witnesses
were available, before they had gone
home. I suggest it will have to be de-
termined whether the department of
mines allowed the operation of the
Moose River mine in violation of the
Metalliferous Mines Act and the
Mines Act.

“I am telling the minister of miners
he hag not justified his position in
allowing this operation in violation of
the law and he shall have to explain
whhy his inspector did not examine the
mine.

The political glory of hanging
around in the reflected sunshine of
others does not last but the spirit of
the Draegermen does last”, said Col.
Harrington.

Premier MacDonald |

Premier i\’[acDonald arose as the
opposition leader took his seat. “The
attitude which my honorable friend
has shown since last Friday has cul-
minated today in this”, he said. “Al-
though he was talking to newspaper-
men, he blandly states he did not
know he was being interviewed”.

Col. Harrington appealed to the
Speaker asking the right to reply if
he were attacked.

The premier said the opposition
leader was not being attacked, for
the mines minister, after reading The
Globe report said he did not believe
the Conservative leader had given the
interview, but wanted to make sure.

“But my honorable friend draws
his cloak around him and shouts, ‘I am
a prave man and will defend myself
from attack’,” said the premier, Since
Col. Harrington had known newspa-
permen and their ways for a long
time, he should not be in the House
if, ag he had said, he did not know he
was being interviewed, continued Mr.
MacDonald .

“The honorable gentleman is jealous
because the government got some
credit in this matter. He cannot hifle
it when the minister of mines and the
his lack of graciousness. He showed
minister of health entered this House
last week after returning from tne

FORGOTTEN FLOOR

It was an old house—but it was
cheap, in a good neighborhood, and it
had a garden!

The agent pointed
stone foundations.

“They knew how to build houses in
those days,” he said.

Father-indaw and I investigated.
Main floor, second floor attic—and
then the basement; no, the cellar.

Into the murky gloom we descend-
ed. Father-indaw got to tbe bottom
first. He tripped on the dark, narrow
stairs, bumped to the bottom, rose
and over some rubbish, tried to climb
over it and bumped his head on the
rafters.

“They knew how to build houses in
those days. Like heck they did!”

I rescued Father-in-law from Ilimbo
and we climbed back into the light of
day. ¥ather-in-law is a good gport. The
possibility that he might have sulffer-
ed injury riled me. }

That house was distinctly “out.”

It was the same with other houses.

The number of houseg with cellars
instead of basements is legion, and
they still are being built.

There jis a difference
cellar and a ‘basement. A basement
is “the ground flooy of a house or
other building beneath the principal
storey wholly or partly sunk below
‘the level of the ground but fitted for
household, manufactaring, or com-
mercial purposes; better lighted and
fitted than a cellar.”

So there you are! When Father-in-
law fell down the celiar stairs I de-
termined to take only a house with a
basement—and, finding none suitable
I built one!

Queer anout houses! The basement
is the first thing stanted, thet last
thing finished; first to be thought
about, and last to be remembered.
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scene of the disaster. There was
applause from all sides of the House
but Col. Harrington did not move his
hands”.

““That is the type of gentleman he
- ot
to order by the Speaker.

Regarding the reported statement
that the Draegermen had not been
summoned by the goverment, the
premier said it was not -the custom
for the government to intervene in
mine disasters. In previous instances
the companies had carried on the
work and it was not the duty of the
government to take any action.

Ordered To Go On

It was when the representatives of
the owners of the ming became wor-
ried about the expense, since it was
not a large syndicate that was 1n-
volved, that word was sent to the
premier. As soon as he received this
word, he said, he had sent instruc
tions that the rescue work was to go
on,

He did not think the deputy inspec

tor of mines had gone to Moose River

an expert

workmen.

masons, roofers and concrete
men who know their job and
who we know to be skilled
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People want to feel SAFE. Safe from the
unknown—from Accident and Disease.

"Remember that your Druggist has just

that — SECURITY
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mind you that we carry

LOCK SETS

LIME

CEMENT

ROCKWALL PLASTER b

GENERAL BUILDING
SUPPLIES

E.M. YOUNG, LTD.

HARDWARE & SPORTING
GOODS

81 York St.

“MY |
HOME"

|
|
There’s a feeling of pride and ‘
{
i

Phone 53
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satisfaction in these words that

one cannot appreciate until one |

is able to say them one’s self.

R
Plan now to build a home, one

that you can call your own.

Start by consulting us and let
us give you an estimate of costs.

Let us help you plan your
haven of peace and security.

RISTEEN
and Co., Ltd.

Woodworkers

104 Queen St. Phone 266

said the premier ag he was called

with the thought he was to take
charge of the rescue work. The min-
ister of mines, he said, had gotten out
of a sick-bed to go to Moose River.
The minister of health; Dr. Davis,
had gone down’ because of a repprt,
caused “I believe by those close to
my honorable friend”, The report, he
asserted, spoke of a food shortage at
Moose River,

Col. Harrington, the premier con-
tinued, was not satisfied with making
veiled innuendos, but he had done
througly the medium of a Torounto
newspaper what he did not want to
do in this province. “He wanted .to
give the Toronto papers the impres-
sion that he was going to force an in-
vestigation when he knew one would
go on”, Mr. Harrington said.

“My Honorable friend has made
threatg of dismissal which he has not
been able to carry out for three yeafs
and which will never be carried out”.

The premier said that if the oppo-
sition leader had been snopping around
the departmenfs of the government
getting backdoor information, then
there certainly would be dismissals.

“It will be a searching investiga-
tion”, he assured Col. Harrington.

The opposition leader, he suggested
was endeavoring te suggest from he-
ginning to end of the interview that
the government was condoning irregu-
larities and that it was responsible
for the whole calamity, Reading a
section of the interview which w®aid
the Stellarton miners had to take mat-

(Continued on Page Three)
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