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dress before the Rotary Club here

yesterday Very Reverend Dr. W. H.

Below Regent

teller, although fast disappearing, is
not yet entirely extinct in my coun-
A5 &

asked what it was exactly in the
story, in any story, that excited in us
the embotion of surprise, that made us
shout with laughter, we would often
be at a loss to explain.

However this much 1 may say as 3
generalization on the subject of Irish
Humour. BEverything, no matter how
gober, serious, or solemn, Irish or
otherwise, hag its comic, or its ludic-
rous side—if we could only see its
and it seems to me that the source of
Irish humour lies in the extraordin-
ary intuition of the people in discov-
ering this not always obvious, side of
the situation. The native humour of
Ireland is like the national character

| enced.

the cream of Irish humour, and it
would be difficuit to exaggerate the
excellence of his love songs. Few na-
tions could have produced such a har-
vest of humouy under such depress-
ing conditions as Ireland has experi-
And it may be asserted that
many countrieg with far more reason
for interrupted good humour, with
much less cause for sadness, would be
hard put to it to show an equally val-
uable contribution to the world’s
lighter literature.

|Some Delusions ‘About Ireland

[People of other countries have very
many strange delusions about Ireland
There is a story of an Englishman

sation which go on at wakes appear
incongruous and perhaps repulsive.
To the Irish people, on the other
hand, there is something very cold,
unfeeling, and repellent in the Eng-
lish custom of the dead body shut in
a room al] alone. In Ireland we keep
close company with our dead to the
very last moment. Waking means
| “Watching.” We watch affectionate-
{ly by the body of a dead relative or
iU‘if'.ld until the time arrives to de-
|part to the burial ground. The Irish
people never like to be alone, and this
feeling for companionship is strong-
est when death has visited them
closely. A family deprived of a mem-
ber by death seeks consolation from

- T e — - —
‘ tion of Irish Humour have been to [Sometimes street ballads are rather [those who do not understand the|the Dublin Jarvey, or jaunting car
little advantage. We hear a good |ghastly as in “The night before Larry |Irish nature, the smoking and conver- |driver, but in what I have said I hope
story and enjoy it; but if we were |was stretched.” In Lover we have

I have given you some little picture
of Irish life and character. I hope it
will lead you to a better understand-
ing of the characteristice of the Irish
face, to a wider appreciation of their
many good qualities, to a kindlier tol-
erance of their faults and follies,
which are mainly due to the chequer-
ed history of a race in which com-
edy and tragedy are to be found to &
greater degree than is recorded in
the history of any other people.
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ericton before amy gathering, except-
ing of course, the Cathedral congrega-
tion.

Today I am going to speak to you
about the land that gave me birth,
Ireland the “Rock whence I am hew-
eth.” TFirst I shall deal with Irish
Fairy Tales. Then I shall go on to
say something about Irish wit and
humor, and at the end if I have time
I shall attempt to correct some delu-
sions about Ireland.

Any consideration of Irish Literat-
ure must inevitably lead one to say
something about Irish Fairy and Folk
Tales. 1 have already pointed out
that the history of Ireland and of the
Irish people dates from a very Tre-
mote antiquity; indeed, its begin-
nings are lost in the twilight of fable
but its language has left the clearest
most luminous, and most consecutive
literary track behind it of any of the
vernacular tongues, excepting Greek.
The Irish fairy tales and folk stories
are among the oldest of those of any
Of the Buropean countries; and al-
though they have many counterparts
in other languages, which would
seem to indicate a common origin in
the far off past, notably in Oriental
folk lore, the spirit of the race is
enshrined in them in a more charac-
teristic and striking degree, perhaps,
than in the fairy tales and folk lore
of any other country. This is doubt-
less due to their preservation in the
ancient Gaelic, and to the fact that
the wandering bard has lingered
longer in Ireland than elsewhere, and
to the fact that the professional story
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\Sociable |Fairies

ent, “would you be so kind as to tell

1. There are the Sociable Fairies,
who go about in troops, and quarrel
and make love much as men and wo-
men do. The Sociable Fairies are
divided into land fairies, or Sheoques,
and water fairies, or Merrows. The
Sheoques haunt the thorn bushes.
Many a mortal they have said to have
enticed into their mysterious world.
Many have listened to their fairy
music, till human cares and joys
drifted from them and they became
great seers, or “fairy doctors” or
musicians, or poets, or else they died
in a year and a day, to live ever after
among the fairies. These Sheoques
occasionally steal a child and leave a
withered fairy, a thousand or maybe
two thousand years old, instead.

The Merrows sometimes come out
of the sea in the shape of little horn-
less cows. So much for the Sociable
Fairies. Then there are

2. The Solitary Fairies. Among
the solitary fairies is the Lepricaun
(Leith bhrogan) the shoemaker. He
is seen sitting under a hedge, with a
red cap, mending shoes, and whoso
catches him can make him deliver
up his crocks of gold, for the Lepri-
caun is a miser of great wealth; but
if you take your eyes off him he van-
ishes like smoke. He wears a red
coat to match his red hat.

b. The Cluricaun (Clobhair cean)
spends his time robbing wine cellars
and chasing sheep the livelong night
until the morning finds them panting
and mud-covered.

c. The Gonconer is a creature of

the Lepricaun type, but a great idler.
He appears in lonely valleys, pipe in
mouth, and spends hig time making
love to shepherdesses.
d. The Far Darrid (Fear dearg)
the red man, is the practical joker
of the other world. He presides over
evil dreams.

e. The Pooka, derived from poc, a
goat, also is of the family of the
nightmare. His shape is that of a
goat. Hig delight is to get a rider,
with whom he rushes through ditches
and rivers and over mountains, and
whom he shakes off in the grey of
the morning. The saying “riding the
goat” has come from this gentleman
fairy.

f. The Banehee is a fairy woman.
She is a sociable fairy grown solit-
ary through much sorrow. She wails,
as most people know, over the death |
of a member of some old Irish fam-
ily.

Irish folk lore is most fascinating
(Wilt o the wisep). Omne reason per-
haps why the Irish people are as a
rule so gifted with the power of poet-
ical expression, why they are en-|
dowed with so rich a fancy is because
for centuries they have been nour-
ished on such a wealth of fairy tales
and woonder stories as is exceeded by
no other literature in the world. I
would recommend to mothers that to-
gether with giving to their children
the English Mother Goose rhymes,
that they also open up to them the

vast treasures that exist in Irish
Fairy Literature, and Folk Lore.
Irish Wit and iHumour
You will expect me, I know, to say

something about Irish wit and hum-
our. The reputation of the Irish peo-
ple for wit and humour is one of the
things upon which there is universal
agreement. It is theirs by the best of
all rights—the right of having well
earned it. The collaquial drollery of
the Irish has been the source from
which many generations of English-
speaking peoples of the globe have
drawn such wholesome and hearty
laughter. The element in it that ex-
cites laughter is hard to define. It
is difficult to say what is the nation-
al characteristic of this humour of
the Irish people. It cannot, perhaps,
be exactly and precisely defined. In-
deed, the attempts which have been
made by several acute literary critics

thim at the same time to sind me up
the hin that laid it.”

Let me tell you just one more Irish
stery. An English tourist met in the
west of Ireland a farmer driving some
cattle to a local fair, and encounter-
ing him again in the evening asked
him how much he had got for his
stock. “Four pounds a head,” replied
|Pat. “Only four pounds a head?” said
the Englishman, ‘why. 1f you brought
them to my country you would have
got at least six pounds each for them.’
“Och, maybe so, yer honner,” rejoin-
ed the farmer, “and if I cud bring the
lakes of Killarney to Purgatory, I'd
get a pound a drop for the water.”
Pat is never at a losg for an answer.

This humour is no recent growth,
as may be seen by the foik lore, the
proverbs, and the other traditional
matter of the country. The curious
twelfth century story of the vision of
McConglinne is a sample of this
early Celtic humour—imaginative and
good-natured. Chief themes of Irish
humourists have been courting, and
drinking, with the occasional relief of
a fight.

Not asmall portion of the humour
of Ireland is the unconscious variety
of the half-educated local poets.
Sometimes real humour struggles for
adequate expression. A goodly num-
ber of street ballads are very comic
in description and phraseology. “Neil
Flaraharty’s Drake” may be taken as
a fair specimen. Sometimes there is
coarseness in the street ballads, usu-

ally absent from genuine Irish songs.
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to defline the nature and the composi-

‘ishmen is that they

head a battered cauwbeen, or hat, in
the band of which the enviable clay
pipe is fixed, and in his hand a shille-
lagh. That type of Irishman, or any-
thing approaching to a resemblance
of his, is not—as the Engiish visitor
of my story discovered—to be met
with in Ireland. I never yet met a
countryman of mine who, even in his
most frolicsome moments, carried his
pipe in the band of his aat. The Irish
like the English, carry their pipes in
their pockets, and as for the average
Irish face, it is, by common consent,
well formed, cheerful, and animated.
Of course every race is made a butt
for goodnatured ridicule by other
races. Look at the picture of John
Bull! And so we must all be ready
to take a joke.

The Irish, I will admit, are to other
nationalities a strange and incompre-
hensible race. John Bull has lived
quite close to Paddy for centurie# and
he does not understand him yet. In-
deed it is a question whether John
will ever make Paddy out. The man-
ners, customs and ideas of the peo-
ple of Ireland have always been, and
probably ever will be, the source of
wonder and bewilderment to the An-
glo-Saxon people. This is shown in
the invented stories supposed to be
illustrative of Irish life and charac-
ter, current in American journals.
Most off them are silly, stupid. Some
of them are humorous in their way,
put invariably they lack the Irish at-
titude of mind, the Irish idiom, and
the Irish turn of phrase, and they
are to an Irishman mere humbug.
The attempts of the average .Canadi-
an or Englishman to reproduce the
Irish dialect in writing, or the Irish
brogue in conversation, jar terribly
on the nerves of an Irishman. He
seems to think that all he has to do
‘to render the Irish dialect or brogue
in perfection is to turn the long “e”
sounds into broad “a”—to say kape
for keep; praste for priest; swape for.
sweep; belave for believe. The Irish

jnever pronounce these words in that

{fashion. It is anothep delusion about
Ireland. The Irish never err in the
pronunciation of the “ee” and ‘ie”
sounds in such words as street, in-

deed and priest. This statement may
astonish you but it is mnevertheless
true. What the Irish stumble over in
pronunciation are the “ea” and “ei”
sounds, saying lave for leave;

»

and
mate for meat; and also over ‘e’ say-
ing plinty for plenty; gintlemin for
gentlemen. They give a double syl-
lable rendering to such words as
‘harm’ and ‘arm’ calling them ‘har-
um’ and ‘arum’. The Irishman trills
his r’s, starr, warr. All this should be
remembered before our brothers from
Canada, or Englano, or the U.S.A.
attempt to convey the Irish dialect in-
to print. But he must not forget that
the complete mastery of this list will
not give the Irish brogue, the lack of
which make anyone who attempts to
produce the brogue, and who is not
an Irishman, appear so foolish. The
brogue is not really a peculiarity of
pronunciation, it is an accent, an in-
tonation—an index, in fact, of the
Irish character. It is the softest, the
mellowest the most musical thing in
the way of accents outside Paradise.
The great mistake made by some Ir-
try to electro-
plate their Irish brogue with an af-
fected English accent. How pathetic.
The charm of the Irish people ig due
not “so much to what they say as to
the way they say it—in a word to
their brogue.
The Irish Wake

There are many Irish customs I
should like to speak about, but I must
pass over them. I do want, however,
to say a word about the Irish Wake.
The old Irish custom of wakirg the
dead has given rise to much misre-
presentation of Irish character. And
yet in its intention and practice it is

a Kkindly and humane custom.
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