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! Education

"We Haye heard several comments
<on illiteracy in this Province and it
waé a shock to many of us to learn
that this province ranks the highest
of eny province in Canada according
to the last census. There have been
a few tests made that bear this state-
ment-out. For instance, I find in a
report made to the Government on
the educational work being carried on
in the camps, organized under the
Federal Relief scheme, that out of
100 men who applied for educational
classes that ten per cent. had only
been in Grade 1, and 57 per cent. had
never passed Grade IV. From the re-
port of the Matron of the Inter-pro-
vincial Home for Young Women, sit-
uated at Coverdale, we learn that of
143 girls who have been admitted
since the home was opened in 1926,
ten per cent. had never been in
school and could neither read mnor
write; another 10 per cent. said
they had been in school but could not
read; fully 50 per cent. were below
Grade V. standing.

As an indication of the need for a
change in our school curriculum, let
me quote some facts gleaned from
the report of the Chief Superintend-
ent. These are taken from the re-
port for the school year 1934-35. 1
have taken Grade II as the first
grade as I recognize that it would
be unfair to start with Grade I as a
large number of children enter that
grade late in the year and remain in
the same grade during the next year.
That, I think, explaines the drop of
over 5,000 between Grades I and IL

Registration in Grade II is given as
10,364, Grade V, 9,4566; Grade VIII,
6,723. It will be seen from these fig-
ures that there is a drop of 37 per
cent in registration between Grade II
and VII. I recognize that there may
be several facts that contribute to
this but when everything has been
considered the loss is too great. It
would be interesting to know just
how many pupils in this Province
are repeating a grade this year and
what it is costing the ratepayers to
furnish instruction for these repeat-
ers.

Some years ago a survey was made
of the schools of one City in this
Province to find out how many stud-
ents were repeating a grade and it
was shown that it was costing the
city $6,250 annually to furnish in-
struction for repeaters. If that is
true of this one city in the first eight
grades and the same percentage of
failures is true throughout the Prov-
ince, it is costing the ratepayers of
this province some $360,000 yearly to
jnstruct these pupils for a second
year in a grade. Admitting that
salaries are not as high in the rural
areas and reducing the amount by 50
per cent. or to $180,000, still the loss
is too great. There are two places
40 look for the cause, either the
course is too difficult, ‘or the teach-
ing is not what it should be.

The High School picture is even
worse ag we are losing 50 per cent. of
the pupils who enroll in Grade IX
hefere
clags. Quoting from the Report of
the Province of Vocational Education
who made a study of the high school
situation, we find that out of eigh-
teen schools surveyed the following
results were obtained:

18 schools gave a registration in !

Grade IX of 934.

Of these 27 per cent. or 252 pupils
failed to make a pass mark.
these ar® repeating the grade and 62
left mchool.

Grade X. 659 students, 176 failed.
129 are repeating the grade, and 47
teft school.

Grade XI. 518 students, 81 failed;
49 repeating, and 40 dropped out.

Summarizing the total registration
we find that 24 per cent. of the total
enrollment in the three grades failed
to make a pass mark. 18 per cent. are
repeating and 7 per cent. were lost
to the school influence.

Applying these percentages to the
total high school population of 5,683
as given in the Chief Superintend-
emt’s last report we find that 1,364
pupils failed to grade at the close of
the last school year. 1,023 are Te-
peating the grade and 398 left school

before realizing their ambition of
securing a high school education.
The average cost for keeping a

pupil a year in high school is about
$70, in some schools much higher.
There is being spent in this Prov-
ince this year $71,610 in order to
furnish instruction for a second year
in & grade in our high schools. 1 am
confident that at least 50 per cent. of
that amount could be saved if these
pupils Tad been directed into cour-
ges suited to their natural abilities.

Maritime Unity ;

Just what would have been our lot
j# Maritime Union had been consum-
mated at Charlottetown is difficult tq
say. Records show that it is ex-
tremely doubtful if the plan would
@ave resutled in Maritime Union.
Lack of railways, meagre postal fac-
dlities, the insular outlook of our
people and the fear of 1088 of local
autonomy made progress at Char-
Jottetown almost impossible. These
things, combined with the uncondi-
tional request of the Island repre-
sentatives that Charlottetown should
®e the capital of the proposed Union
would probably have eventually
wrecked the Conference had an im-
gerruption in deliberations not taken

they reach the graduating-
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place to meet at Quebec and discuss
a larger Union. ]

Since those days we have gradual-
ly been losing our representation in
the House of Commons. Time and
time again we have held the balance
of power in the House, but because of
political prejudices we have failed to
take advantage of opportunities. With
three little Provinces and a popula-
ticn little more than a million, we
have endeavored to match our
strength against rich and powerful
sister Provinces. We have each main
tained expensive Government estab-
lishments, duplication of services, lit-
tle departmental co-ordination, dif-
ferent laws, and all the panoply of
grandiose pretense of independence.

Insofar as the Maritime Provinces
are concerned Confederation .or cen-
tralized Government has been 2
great disappointment, but if we real-
ly admit it we ourselves cannot be
apsolved from all blame for the fail-
ure.

The dreams of the men who met at
Charlottetown contained much mer-
it, and even at this time it is not too
late to retrieve what has been proved
toc be a bad bargain when we enter-
ed the langer Confederation. It is
still not too late for us to take ad-
vantage of the good points of Mar-

itime Union without wrecking the
Canadian <{onfederation. We siill
may martial our united forces and

present & united front at Ottawa for
the preservaiion of provincial rights,
obligations and = privileges in
larger Union, and at the same time
bring about a complete change and
improvement in our own Maritime
Provinces domestic affairs and com-
mon welfare.

Probabilities are that Maritime
Union as dreamed of will never come
about, at least in our day and gener-
ation. Every now and then it raises
its head like a forlorn soul in the
limbo of the lost. Maritime Union is
dead; we are faced with the problem
of working out our future destiny
within the greater Union of Confed-
eration.

But cannot we obtain all of the
fruits hoped for under Maritime Un-
jon without disturbing the things
that are, without limitation of seilf
autonomy, without changing our
method of Government? The great
dgifficulty with the present set-up of
Provincial Governments is that ther§
is very little co-ordination or co-oper-
ation, each is truly Provincial in its
nature, engrossed in its own affairs,
deeply involved in the game of pol-
itics, and oft-times forgetful of the
fact that there should be a mutual
understanding and common policy in
matters afifecting the Maritimes as
a whole as well a5 in relation to the
larger and more powerful sister pro-
vinces and the government at Ottawa.

In order to bring about this desired
result, I respectfully urge our Gov-
ernment to give consideration to the
following plan and endeavor to sec-
ure the co-operation of the other
Maritime Provinces: ¥

1. (Introduction and passage in
the New Brunswick, Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island Legislat-
ures of a bill providing that the Ex-
ecutive Councils or Cabinets of each
leigislature shall meet at least. once
within each calendar year with the
other Maritime Province Executive
Councils for the discussion of mat-
ters of common interest. The meet-
ing would be obligatory, the same as
the Legislature and House of Com-
mons must now meet at least once
within twelve calendar months, and
each executive would report annually
to its respective Legislature.

2. To be known asgs “The TUnion
Legislative Council of the Maritime
Provinces,” or “Maritime Provinces
Union Executive Council,” or some
other name agreeable.

3. Scope of the Union Executive;
| to discuss matters of common inter-
| est such as education, criminal and
civil law, finances, highways, health,
agriculture, lumber, Federal relations
and all other things which are of
common concern-—and if possible to
agree upon a common policy of ad
ministration and co-operation.

4. Chairmanship of the Union Ex-
ecufive to rotate annually between
the Provinces.

5. Annual meeting to be held in
City or Town which is closest to ex-
act geographical centre of the Mar-
itimes, or at a place mutually agree-
able to each Executive.

6. Function of the Union Execut-
ive would be purely advisory and
consnltative; it would he clothed
with no executive authority beyond
that already vested in each individ-
ual Government.

7. Expenses of the Annual Confer-
ence, which would be small would be
apportioned according to population
of each Province as at the last pre-
ceding census. .

Advantages of Such a Plan

1. Would bring each Minister
annual contact with the Minister
the head of a similar department
the other Maritime Governments.

It is but rarely that the heads of
gimilar departments have an oppor-
tunity to discuss common problems.
While the three Premiers of aach
Province occasionally have held con-
ferences, and much good has result-
ed therefrom, yet there are members
of the Cabinet in each Provincial
Government who have never had this
opportunity. In recent years, due
to urgent necessity, the Ministers in
charge of highways have held confer-
ences, also, with most ‘beneficial re-
| sults, In matters of taxation, health
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agriculture and labor a common pol-
icy would be productive of uniform-
ity, instead of the vasied systems and
methods of administration now pre-
vailing.

2. Would give an annual opportun-
ity to exchange ideas and experiences
and would prove to be a clearing
house for information.

Under existing conditions each
province experiments oft-times dis-
astrously, with certain projects, not
having had the benefit of the experi-
ence of the other. Much money and
efffort could he saved.

3.. Would bpring about a greater
uniformity and standardization.

Especially would this apply with
respect to agriculture and marketing
of agricultural products. It would
then be possible to set up a unit of
standards for lumber and foerign
markets, as well as other trade pos-
gibilities. Laws could be standardiz-
ed and made more uniform, and the
many Provincial variations in proced
ure, regulations and systems could
be made of common application in
many things. The system of educa-
tion in the three Maritime Provinces
varies greatly, and in competition
with the rest of Canada our stud-
ents and pupils are under a great
handicap by reason of these varia-
tions.

4. Would give the Maritimes the
advantages of Maritime Union with-
out disturbing local autonomy.

As stated before, the recent his-
torical happenings have sustained
the contention, thig is the age of de-
centralization or selffautonomy of
peoples. The Charlottetown confer-
ence failed because there was a fear
on the part of many that there might
pe undue interference with widely
separated constituencies. If there
was one central Maritime Province
Government it is quite possible that
the interests of the potato growing
population of 'Carleton County in
New Brurmswick would be quite dif-
ferent from the interests of the coal
miners of Cape Breton. We would
find the Central Government making

the appointment of sheriffs, regis-
trars, and other officers in whose
work and duty only the people of

that particular Zocality are interest-
ed. Under the proposed plan there
would be no interferences with local
autonomy, and the separate legislat-
ures would continue to function as at
present as time and circumstances
demanded.

5. Would weld the leaders of the
three Maritime Governments togeth-
er by mutual agreements and un-
derstandings.

Since the function of the Union Ex-
ecutive would be purely advisory ail
action would of necessity be based on
mutual agreement. Contact usually
brings about misunderstanding, and
since our problems are practically
common to the three Maritime prov-
inces there could not.be any great
difference of opinion cther than of a
political nature.

6. Would create a definite Marit-
ime Province block in the Dominion

' House of Commons where Maritime

interests are concerned.

These provinces have been curs-
ed with party politice in the past.
The vast interests of our people have
been sacrificed on the altar for pol-
itical exigencies. Unlike the western
members our representatives often
have jumped at the crack of the
party whip, forgetful of the duty en-
trusted to them, and pandering to
the lusts of people who cared naught
for their fellow Canadians down by
the sea. We would be more or less
united in policies common to the
Maritimes in relation to the Federal
Government,

7. Would soften political prejud-
ices.
8. Would save money by elimina-

tion of expensive duplicate services.

9. Would solve our economic pos-
ition within the Canadian Confedera-
tion.

Would pave the way for a closer
political union in the Maritime pro-
vinces as the time demands. While
the United Cabinets would be purely
advisory in operation, yet the whole
system of British Government shows
that even from the days of the old
Anglo4Saxon Witangemot down to
modern days, the course of Govern-
ment: has been that of evolution. The
House of Lords, and Privy Council
and all other governing bhodies first
were brought together for the pur-
pose of consultation, of conference,
of co-operation. Gradually they took
upon themselves legislative and ad-
ministrative powers until the Moth-
er of Parliament was evolved, giving
birth to freedom, equity and equality.
Along such lines do I conceive that
in the years to come this TUnited
Maritime Executive would proceed,
and as the circumstances required
the dream of those who founded
these Maritimes would eventually be
realized, not through disruption, dis-
cord or the loss of autonomy but
through the process of evolution
which has been the history of the
British people.

Contributions to the Province of
New Brunswick by the Federal Gov-
ernment TUnder Special Act durimg
recent years.

Special Grants (Additional Subsid-
ies) 1927-1936 incl., $6,600,000.00.

Aid@ to Vocational Education from
1919 to 1931, $516,000.00.

Valley Railway taken over Sept. 2,
1929, $6,000,000.00.

Direct Relief (in addition to Relief
Road and Bridge Projects 1931 to
1936 incl.) $1,586,868.00. (Made up|

of Direct Unemployment relief to
Urban and Rural Municipalities, Re-
lief to Settlers re New Colonization,
Distribution of Seeds, etc.).

Provincial Police taken over by the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, un-
der the Federal from 1932 to 1936,
encl., $500,000.00.

On about $160,000.00 invested by
the Province of New Brunswick for
Old Age Pensions, the Province re-
ceives from Ottawa an amount of
about $325,000.00.

Canadian National Railways, taxes
paid to Province of New Brunswick
since 1925, $1,428,000.00.

Highway Construction
1936), $3,279,421.07. N

Total since 1919—$20,235,289.07.

Reason for last year’s deficit of
$424,960.00.

Pledges kept by the Government:

$210,494.38 Old Ajge/Pensions

$65,626.00 Fred School Books.
$17,00000 New Settlers (excess
over previous year).

$69,000.00 Floods.

$47,262.46 Agriculture (Excess over
previous year)

$169,813.00 Interest and Sinking
Fund (excess over previous year).

Total excess—$579,195.84.

$579,195.84 Total unusual expendit-
ure.

$424,960.00, 1936 deficit.

$154,235.84. This would have been
the Surplus had Government not
kept its promise to the people.

National Park

The subject of a National Park
for this province is being much dis-
cussed just now,

Why should New Brunswick have a
National Park and what is the ob-
ject of its establishment?

The object in the establishment of
Nafional Parks in Canada is to set
aside certain areas typical of the
country and which shall forever re-
main undespoiled by the hand of
man. They are established for the
pleasure and happiness of this gen-
eration and for posterity. Bach prov-
ince is to have a Park typical of its
own peculiar geography and environ-
ment. It is intended that it should
be an area whose natural beauty
would attract tourists from other
Provinces of Canada and from all
over the world. A mistake made now
in the selection of a site is one that
can never be rectified. We should be
certain that the location chosen is
the one that will serve the most
people in the province, attract the
most tourists and have such natural
scenery of forest, lake, mountain and
sea coast as give this Province its
delightful charm.

When the Province supplies the
site, the Federal Government will
develop it. Roa(fs, hotels, telephone
lines, bridges and game lodges are
built. Game is protected and the
forests safeguarded from fire. The
Dominion Government will spend a
great deal of money in this develop-
ment, and tourists will come to this
Province over our permanent high-
waya and by rail. They will spend
their money to the enrichment of our
people,

1 have here a map which shows the
location of some of the sites that
have been mentioned. Our difficulty
is that we have a plethora of good
gites.

It is my contention that of them all
that beautiful section in ~ Albert
County is the one which embraces all
the requirements of a typical New
Brunswick National Park, and which
is pest calculated to serve our owIn,
people, for the following reasoms:

1. It is located away from the
United States border, and will bring
tourists further
than any other site.

2. It has a coast line on the Bay of
Fundy, and yet is within easy dis-
tance of the warm waters of North-
umberland Strait and the most deli-
cious sea-foods in the world.

3. It is a marvellous game coun-
try. More than one-third of all the
moose in this Province are to be
found in Albert County.

4. It is the only site near the cen-
tre of the Maritime Prdvinces, with-
in easy reach of P.E.I. and N.S.

5. It is near the world famous
natural phenomena—the Bore and
the Hopewell Cape Rocks.

6. It has the best natural location
in all Canada for a golf course, hot-
els, airplane and seaplane bases.

7. Is far from American Border:
Lepréau, 35 miles from Border; Mt.
Carleton, 35 miles from border; Mt.
Champlain, 55 miles from border;
Albert County, 120 miles from bor-
der. The All-Canadian Route via the
North Shore over our paved roads to
this site brings tourists 200 miles in-

(1921 to

-to the Province.

8. Every County in the Province
will be served by it, and tourists
must pass through all our cities to
reach it.

A decision shouid he made at once
and Albert County chosen. The work
will thenr advance, giving employ-
ment to our people and revenues to
our Government.
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into this province:

Those In Attendance
At Labor Session

The attendance at the N. B. Feder-
ation of Labor at its 24th annual
session was as follows:

Local 558, U. A. Plumbers and
Steamfitters of U.S.A. and Canada,
Moncton—George T. Rawlines.

Moncton Trades and Labor Coun-
cil—Harris MacFarlane.

Local 51, Moncton Civic Employees
—Frank H. Weir.

Local 594, International Association
of Machinists, Moncton—A, W.
Jamieson, G. W. Roy Myles, Eugene
R. Steeves.

Local 245, International
Brotherhood Carmen of
Moncton—Cecil Larracey,
racey, John Wonnacott, Charles
Steeves, Aifred Gallant.

Local 29, Edmundston Internation-
al Brotherhood of Pulp. Sulphite and
Paper Mill Workers—Leo J. Dionne.

Local 146, International Brother-
hood of Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill
Workers, Dalhousie—Albert Barnes.

Local 1433, International Long-
shoremen’s Association, Dalhousie—
Auguste Savoie,

Local 825, 1.L.A., Waterfront Work-
ers of Miramichi—John H. Wallace
and John S. Martin.

Local 2, Bricklayers and Masons
and® Plasterers 1.U. Fredericton—
Harry Ryan and Geo. C. Crawford.

Local 183, Brotherhoody Mainten-
ance of Way Employees, Fredericton
Junction—O. J. Redstone.

Local 242, BR.C. & A., McAdam—
Ernést H. Gass.

Local 797, Firemen and Oilers—Ed-
ward C. Camick and Richard Edge-
combe,

TL.ocal 175, Brotherhood of Mainten-
ance of Way Employees, McAdam—
A. H. Ryder.

Lodge

America,
Ellis Lar-
L 6

Local 273, T.L.A.,, Saint John—Jas.
E. Tighe, John 8. MacKinnon, John
N. Small, Harold M. Doyle, Jos. Mon-
teith.

Local 18, Civic Employees Federal
Union, Saint John—Thos. D. Owens
and Wm. R. Powell

Local Council 2, Marine Engineers,
Saint John—A. Ross,

Local 36, P. P, & H. Union,
John—Joseph Dewver.

Saint

St. John Trades and Labor Council
James A. Whitebone and Arthur E.

Skaling.
Local 502, I. B. of Electrical Work-
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Ghost of Windsor to
Attend Coronation

NEW YORK, March 5—The ghost
of David Windsor will attend the
Coronation.

Frederick L. Collins, noted author
and political observer, writing about
Coronation Secrets—Past and Future
in the current Liberty magazine, de-
clares it will be present to haunt the
thought of the joyfuj populace, the
visiting royalty, the Archbishop of
Canterbury and the newly crowned
King George VI.

“It would be altogether under:
standable,” he says, “if King George’s
thoughts should turn—as the thoughts
of all the world will turn on May 12
next—to that other king, his royal
'brother, who was born and trained
to kingship, welcomed to his throne
by a grateful and admiring people,
and driven by prelates and politicians
and his own willfulness into exile.”

Though the day will be King
George’s, the hovering spirit of his
abdicated brother will be present
aven in the moment of his glory, de-
clares the writer.

“He (George) knows . that if
a certain boyish-looking gentleman of

ors, Saint John—Geo. R. Melvin.
Local 85, Typographical Union, St.
John—H. A. Mantle.

Among visitors given the privil-
eges of the Convention were R. h
Tallon, W. L. Best, S. H. Shaw and
F. T. Cain of the Railway Running
Trades; Harris Flaherty of Safety
Engineer of Accident Prevention As-
sociation of N. B.,, and H. H. Stuart,
Fredericton Junction, delegate for
several years, beginning in 1920, for
the Miramichi | Watenfront Workers
International Longshoremen’s Assoc-
iation.

42, dressed in a checkered plugfur
suit and a striped shirt, should . . «
detrain at Waterloo Station, he'€
steal the show. No,” Collins says,
“it ig not hard to be sorry for (he
man who must stand in the stead of
the most picturesque royal figure in
English history since Richard Ceour
de Lion!”

Even the millions of ordinary peo-
ple who will journey from every part
of the world and the rich Imdiam
Princesg who came to pay théir ¥m-
peror tribute, must be awars of
Windsor's ghost.*Of the visiters €rom
Indian, Collins writes:

“If they too see the ghost of t‘he
fair-haired boy wko came out to wisit
them when the empire was tobttering
and by his tact and grace and gif€ of
friendship won their hearts and kept
them and their peoples within €he
slender circlet of the crown—if they
too see the coronation ghost—Ehey
will give no sign.”

But the day will hold special slg-
nificance for the aged Archbishep of
Canterbury who will place the geldem
crown on George’s head.

“If he is human,” writes Cellins,
“he will be thinking of his oww €ri-
amphs. Other Canterburys have
crowned their kings. He has chesem
his.”
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