Page Two .

*

§ THE DAILY MAIL;-FREDERICTON, N. B. MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 1937

WAGES AND PRICES

' NEW YORK, Jan. 2—The very
heant of any economic problem is
wrapped up in the cycle of wages and
prices, and thoughtful people touay
are paying a good deal of attention to
trends in both fields. Those trends,
in some cases, are not in harmony.
There are instances in which there is
every reason to believe that higher
wages must necessarily mean higher
prices, but there are others where
wages have been lifted since the ber
ginning of recovery while the prices
of the products of those very indus-
tries have come down.

/There seems little doubt that labor
whether organized or not, entertains
the pelief that it had much to do with
the return of the Roosevelt govern-
ment to power at the November elec-
tion. These same elements feel that
they were largely responsible for the
return of an increased Democratic
majority to Congress. It is a natural
sequence Of such an attitude that
these labor elements should expect
the second Roosevelt administration
to be well disposed toward the de
sires of labor in the way of legisla- |
tion and administration of laws.

& is an old experience that, once
an administration is returned to pow-
er, it is not so keen about doing fav-
ors for an electorate which it will not
face again if the third-term tradition
continues to be effective. Against this
must be placed the fact that the
President and most of those around
him seem fundamentaily well dispos-
ed toward labor regardless of the
labor vote. Measures to improve the
wages of labor and to increase the
social security of working people
were proposed and carried into oper-
ation when, -it might be argued, it
was politically unnecessary to take
such action.

X may be true, as Rudyard Kipling
said, that ‘no man knoweth the mind
of the king, yet all the evidence, S0
far, is to the effect that the Presid-
ent still is strongiy in sympathy with
1abor and will forward legislation in
favor of the working man, whether
jaborer ,mechanic, of white collar
employe.

On these premises it seems fair to
assume that a number of bills, hav-
ing administration support, will be
offered in Congress at the session
ebout to convene, designed to better
the lot of labor. They are expected
to have to do with minimum wages,
with maximum hours, and Wwith gen-
eral working conditions. Although
the general social security, legislation
covers a vast number of workers, it is
possible. there will be additional re-
tirement legislation proposed. Some
classes of workers are not included in
the social security legislation mov-
ing into effect. It would not be sur-
prising if special measures should be
proposed to meet their case.

‘What seems to be of special import-
ance is that the wageprice relation
almost certainly wiill have an effect
on the continued movement of recov-
ery. Should the demands of labor for
higher wages increase the costs of
production to a large extent, reducing
profits even though raising prices, re-
covery might receive a definite check
There would be a slowing down of
new enterprises with the profit in-
centive reduced, and this could mean
a reduction in the volume of employ-
ment or, at least, a static condition
which would leave large numbers un-
employed. It must be remempbered
that while there has been extensive
re-employment, additional hundreds
of thousands, even millions, are com-
jng into the employment field with
the natura! increase in population.
Many new enterprises and the ex-
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pansion of old oney are necessary to
the absorption of these workers.

One need but refer to official cen-
sus bureau figures to fimd full illus-
tration of the situation. In 1930 the
consug showed 48,000,000 gainfully
employed in the United States. In
1920 there were 41,000,000 gainfully
employed. In 1910 there were 38
000,000. The period of the great de-
pression showed that figure of 48,
000,000 for 1930 materially reduced,
certainly to not more than 40,000,000.
So the recovery had to take into ac-
count not only the reemployment of
those but the natural increase in need
for employment which occurs with
each year.

Another angle is this: if wages of
labor mounted to so high a point that
it should prove necessary to increase
prices far above the accustomed level
labor could not afiford to buy any
more than formerly. The standard of
living would presumably not be bet-
tered.

It would cost a man, conceivably, a
dollar for as much bread as formerly
he was able to buy for 50 cents. No
gain for labor exists here.

Such a cycle of events need not
materialize. It is likely that the basic
steel industry will be forced to raise
prices to keep even with wage pay-
ments. Indeed, one large company
already has announced an advance of
from $2 to $4 a ton on finished steel
effective-early in 1937. The makers of
raw material steel—that is, finished
steel to be further fabricated into
products for ultimate consumption—
have shown a tendency to hook up
wages and prices closely. Another
large company which already has
granted a ten per cent increase in
wages has announced that a further
wage increase will follow upon a rise
in the federal government index of
the cost of living. Yet it follows that
prices must go up too.

There is one notable exception to
any such rule which is found in the
largest user of finished steel, the aut-
omobile industry. In the companies of
that large group wages have been
raised to the 1929 level, which then
was regarded as the wonder of the
world. No workers in any country re-
ceived such princely pay. Nevertheless
the prices of automobiles are lower
than they were in 1929. Moreover, it
is generally conceded that the cars
peing turned out are products of fin-
er quality. Further, dividends to auto-
mobile stockholders have been huge
since the upturn. There is a trend
exactly in reverse.

The explanation, of course, is great
ly enhanced efficiency in the manu-
facturing process. The automobile
industry, since the inauguration of
the mass production  methods, has
been especially notable for its steady
increases in efficiency. So has the
automobile tire industry. The man-
hour productiveness has been in-
creased tremendously. If, let us say,
a man working for a given wage not
long ago turned out a certain quan-
tity of products and now turns out
four times as much, the employing
company could afford to double his
wages and still he far ahead of the
game.

Many other industries have display-
od the same ability to meet wage in-
creases with larger production if not
always with lower prices. A possible
difficulty here is that production
might become top-heavy with more
products than the market could ab-
sorb. This might mean unemploy
ment. On the other hand were wages
to keep a differential well above
pricels, them consumer
would be greater, creating a
startly expanding market.

These things cannot surely be
foreseen. It is practically certain tnat
one measure taken to meet the sitn3
tion will be the lessening of the work
day without decrease in wages~—’
Frederick J. Haskin.
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The Parliament was under the di-
rection of Ralph C. Young, Maritime
Boys Work secretary, assisted by
Rev. Waldo . Machum and J. Lloyd
Jess, acting as clerk.

Stewart Macleod, Kentville, N. S.,
ieader of the Construction party was
Premier; Fred Blizzard, Saint John,
leader of Reconstruction party was
leader of the Opposition; Victor Mor-

and Lawrence Hall of
Fredericton was Dep. Speaker: Doug-
las Snair, Kentville,
geant-of-Arms.

ed speaker

acted as Ser-

On Wednesday afternoon the House
was officially opened by the Lieuten-
ant-Governor—Rev. Dr. W. N. Hut-
chins reading the Speech from the
Throne. The motion in reply to the
speech from thg Throne was moved
by Roy Lake, Sydney, and seconded
by Arthur Sewell, Fredericton. Then
the Debate on the speech from the

Oath of Allegiance.

Resolutions debated upon in both
Wednesday’s sessions were regard-
ing: A well balanced Tuxis pro
gramme; expansion of the program:
also a resolution pledging support to
all temperance societies.

The formal sessions of Thursday
opened at
resolutions regarding inter-city and
town competition in Bible gtudy, bas-
ketball, debating and etc., which was
debated upon and passed. Then a
resolution to encourage the National
Athletic Contest was also passed. The
evening sitting of the House commen-
ced at 7:30 p.m.; a resolution to give
greater publicity to the Tuxis pro-
gramme was passed; followed by a
keen debate on Boys attitude to war,
after an amendment was brought in,
debated upon and defeated; it was de-
cided not to partake in any war.

At 2:30 p.m., on Friday the Parlia-
ment resumed its formal session with
resolutiong regarding Model Parlia-

Throne, which was followed by the |

3:30 p.m., at which time |

SUMMARY OF MARITIME TUXIS
AND OLDER BOYS' PARLIAMENT

Wolfville, N.S., Was Scene of Interesting Sessions
Last Week -- Fredericton Representatives

ments and duties of Cabinet Minis-
ters which were adopted. Then the
Parliament desolved itself into a com-
mittee of the whole to discuss the
Finance bill and also a bill for the

Parliament paper.
In the evening a resolution was in-
‘tm(‘.uced pledging support to all Acts

rand Bills passed in the sessions of |
iarity of New Glasgow was uppuint-!

Parliament, also a Bill for the promo-

tion of Camps and Conferences. The

| final resolution of the Parliament was |

lan Act pledging support to Christian
| Forces and loyalty to Him. Parlia-
[ ment was then prorogued by the
Lieutenant-Governor aund votes of
thanks were offered to all that help-
ed to make the 1936-37 Parliament go
great a success.

which time the Boys told what the
Parliament meant to them.

The Construction Party appointed
| Ralph Woodman, Kentville, as their
leader for mext year, with George
Piercy, Halifax, alternate. Allison
London, Saint John, will be the jead-
er of the Reconstruction Party with
Neil ‘Ganter, Woodstock, alternate.
Donald Rice, Sussex, was elected
Speaker.

The, Parliament was greatly honor
ed by having its last years Speaker,
Henry D. Hicks, appointed Rhodes
Scholar for Nova Scotia in 1937.

Representatives from Fredericton—
Robert Watson, Arthur Seweil and
Lewrence Hall. Neil Ganter and Bert
Gardner were representativeg from
Woodstock. Dalton Rideout repres-
ented Hartland.

Every morning an hour of Devotion
was held followed by a Leadershiy
Training Course, immediately after
which party meetings were carriec
on,

The Parliament was a great suc-
cess. So to the Tuxis Boys of the
Maritimes the Parliament throws the
challenge: ‘Let’s iGo!

EDWARD, DUKE OF

WINDSOR'S PANT

This ig the third.in a series of ar-
ticles on the Duke of Windsor, writ-
ten by H. M. Paint,
Mail staff.

of The Daily
Others will follow.

On March 5th, 1931, Edward to-
gether with his brother Prince George
opened the British Empire Trade Ex-
hibition at Buenos Aires in the Ar-
gentine. He delivered his speech in
Spanish to the enthusiastic crowds.
Very few people knew that but a few

expent tuition,
had

gpeak Spanish. But
application and determination
worked wonders,

The idea of holding the Empire
Trade Exhibition to regain a falling
South American trade had been eag-
erly seized by British manufacturers.
©Tdward was asked by a committee to
repreesnt them at the opening.

The result of his trip proved that
theirs had not beean a haphazard
choice. British manufacturers knew
that he had studied world conditions
at first hand. They knew that he
had made an extensive study of pol-
itical economy, under one of the fore-
most Buropean experts and had prov-
ad a keen and apt pupil. He was thor-
oughly competent to acquire and
transmit knowledge from the con-
tacts that he made with Spanish bus-
iness men in South America.

. When asked to represent British
manufacturers Edward asked if it
would stimulate trade and give em-
ployment to British labor. Being
satisfied on this point he accepted
the task. He prepared himself thor-
oughiy for the trip. He learned to
speak Spanish, read South American
newspapers to gain a proper back-
ground, and issued an invitation to
all prominent merchants with South
American connections to call on him
with suggestions and trade data.

He brought back with him on his
return many valuable suggestions in
the realm of trade and finance,

He indulged in some plain gpeaking
on his return when addressing the
Birmingham Chamber of 'Commerce.
He said many changes were necessary
to retain and increase South Ameri-
can trade for the British manufactur-
er.

N. B. As an illustration of the pit-
falls awaiting the ignorant manufac-
turer in South American trade the
following will serve. Among the
mountainous countries of the East
Coast, i.e., Peru, Bolivia, Bcuador and
varts of Chili and Columbia the llama
is the main beast of burden for moun-
tain travel. The maximum load this

months hefore he had been unable toi

icrisis in our :coumntry ‘which led me
|to gc to South America, this winter
|to study the openings
manufacturers in that country. I re-
turned home to find the situation
even worse than when I left .

I am sorry to say that as a nation we
are very far behind as regards adver-
tising. That is one of our national
characteristics. We do
and invent great things which are of
great value to the world but we nev-
er let the world know what we have
done.” i

He told the British manufacturer
that they were exporting pre-war
styles of manufactured goods that
“used to sell.” He said changed
methods must be introduced to suit
a changed world.

The improved condition of British
trade in the succeeding years re-
sulted largely from his suggestions
and elfiforts.

Influential foreigners and diplom-
ats were impressed by his knowledge
of their own lands. His eager inter-
est in their affairs changed financiers
industrial mefnates and ambassad
ors into friends of Britain and things
British.

offered us as

Canadian
Curlers Beaten
By the U. S.

NEW YORK, Jan. 4—Highlightg of
1936 in curling were the successful
defensg of the /Gordon International
Medal by the United States, the vic.
tory of the Utica Curling Club over
the defender, ‘Schenectady, in the
Gordon National Medal and Brook-
line’s retention of the Stockton Cup.

In the international event the
United States turned back the bid of
Canada, 228 points to 118, winning
ten out of the thirteen matches, !
which were played at TUtica. At{
Schenectady the Utica team, skipped
by Robert L. Davies, defeated Schen-
ectady in the ffinal of the national
tournament, 20-15,

The Brookline Country Club rink,
skipped by Everett S. Litchfield, re-
tained the Stockton «Cup, beating
Schenectady on its home ice, 16-14, in
a hard-fought match. Brookline gain-
ed the final by conquering Ardsley.
Brookline also took the Windler Cup.
Utica listed the Douglas Medal
among its triumphs along with the
Allen and Mitchell Medal events,
whilg Caledonia captured the Utica
Cup in a tournament at Hastings.

promotion of the Upward Trail, the |

At midnight Friday a very impres- {
gsive Devotional Service was held at |

great thingsy

PLYMOUTH DE LUXE TWQ-DOOR TOURING SEDAN

Purchased From Phillips & Pringle

URRY
Your Help is Needed

THE END OF THE DAILY MAIL’S BIG SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE IS IN
SIGHT

|

CONTRIBUTION TO EMPIRE TRADE
Just 12 More Days

CAMPAIGN ENDS JANUARY 16th, 1937
Votes Take One More Big Slash After January 9th

CANDIDATES: Do you realize that a 1937 Plymouth Coach is at stake?

TO THE PUBLIC: :
Show your favorite that you are a re al friend --- SUBSCRIBE NOW!

MR. BUSINESS MAN: : :
Call one of the Candidates to your pl ace of business and have them ex-
plain how it is possible for you to cut down on your Job Printing bill fer
1937. Every business man needs bill heads and letterheads, so why not

help yourself and also some Candida te in the race.

VOTE SCHEDULE ,,

Now in effect After December 9

B MONTHS oL srlididde siiain o vhie vy 2,000 VOTES 6 MONTHS ......cocvninnn e elns 1,008 VOTES
1 YEAR .v..... . oiBbeta Sresrare ble W e s 5,000 VOTES 1 VEAR JUGE s fee O ols s oIS ibie T 4,000 VDTES
2 'YEARS ,........ PR R . 12,000 VOTES 2 NEARS s i iiss o s ayibeinivienie'ss v 10,008 VOTES
3 YEARS' i .3dss cinisrsisio sl e s sniaaiii, 20,000 VOTES 8 YEARS ..icteiiciavaassssionnisass 15,000 VOTES

DOUBLE VOTES FOR NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS DOUBLE VOTES FOR NEW SUBSCRIPTI®¥

THINK WHAT YOUR HELP MEANS ;
WIN OR LOSE

diseased condition of the blood containing
uric acid which is the cause of this irritat-

. WASHINGTON, Jan.
ing and painful trouble.

BURDOCK n:

beast can carry is about 100 pounds.
A 98 pound bag of flour is a load.

4—Respond-
ing to representations by the United

VOTES DECREASE TO THEIR LO WEST ON JANUARY 9th

B LO O D o joggsulgf;éi?dli?;?s inc its ltrgil;f d(iistorteg Any manufacturer who ships his|States, Spanish government authorit- ;
- . N ) s ’T1 (<] i 3 g 3 i
BRI SN ety e | Tk e e o ST sOuniioh (e M ofmiersd the eeleas of % I RALLY.TO THE SUPPORT OF YOUR FAVORITE WITH SUBSCRIP-

does not get a repeat order.—Writ-
er's note.

In his address Edward said in part:
“It was a very serious industrial

$400,000 United States cargo which
was aboard a |Spanish steamer draft-
ed suddenly into the government ger-
vice.

T
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bearable. {

Burdock Blood Bitters purifies the blood
by driving out the uric acid. Get rid of
your rheumatic pains by using B.B.B.

TIONS OR TRADE CARDS
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