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New Brunswick Discriminated 
Against Under Present 

Federal Conditions 
HON. A. P. PATERSON 

The Tragedy of the Maritimes --- The Robbery of the I.C.R. From Monc- 

ton --- Hon. Mr. Paterson’s Fight For Our Rights Was Un- 

availing --- He Still 

Mr. Speaker: 

Since this Assembly last met the 

Empire has gone through a constitu- 

tional crisis. Tt is a happy. reflec: 

tion that, though the circumstances 

afford no precedent, the situation 

was met and surmounted with char- 

acteristic British firmness and for- 

titude. | 

God Save The King. 

To His Majesty's representative in 

this Province and to members of his 

family, J extend my deepest sym- 

pathy for their recent bereavement. 

Of the member and the former 

Premier and former member who 

have been called by death since the 

last session. I need not add to the 

splendid tributes paid by the speak- 

ers who have preceded me. We hon- 

or their memory and respect the} 

worthy contributions they have made 

to the public weal. 

Not yet being familiar with all the 

rules of this House, I was not aware 

when I heard the Honourable the 

Leader of the ‘Opposition making 

statements that T regarded as mis- 

chievous and untrue that I had the 

privilege of interrupting him. When 

T mentioned to the Honourable the 

Premier that I intended to make a 

few remarks next day in reply to the 

Honourable the Leader of the Oppo- 

sition, he informed me that it had 

been arranged for the Honourable the 

Attorney-General to speak, that the 

debate on the address in reply to the 

Speech from the Throne would then 

be closed and it could not be further 

discussed in the House. 

‘When I accepted my position with 

this Government, I did so with the 

determination to give the people of 

New Brunswick the best that is in 

me regardless of political party or 

any other interest that may arise as 

an inpediment to providing good gov 

ernment for our people. 

There have been allotted to me di- 

rectly, the duties of the President of 

the Council, the supervision of the 

Old Age Pensions Board, and since 

the legislation of last session, the 

duties connected with the depart- 

ment of Education, Federal and Mun- 

1cipal Relations. 

This department is comprised of 

three branches: the Federal and 

Municipal branches are entirely new 

and have to be established from the 

ground up. The Education branch 

has to be established to fit in with 

what has ,k been functioning in con- 

nection witp Education and for the 

purpose of remodelling and co-ordin- 

ating the whole system along more 

modern lines. It is unnecessary for 

me to say that T have been kept busy 

day and night. 

In addition to other duties directly 

allotted to me, I have endeavored to 

give some attention of other branch- 

es of the service for the purpose of 

suggesting improvements that would 

be beneficial. I have also given con- 

sideration to the functioning of the 

leader of His Majesty's loyal opposi- 

tion. I don’t think the people, gen- 

erally, especially younger people, are 

aware of the fact, that in addition to 

hig sessional indemnity, the Leader 

of the Opposition is paid a salary to 

assist the Executive as well as this 

House in providing good government 

for our people. 

1 understand that when the prin- 

ciple of paying the Leader of the Op- 

position a salary was adopted, it was 

felt that it would place him above 

the sphere of petty party politics and 

enable him to give more attention to 

the welfare of the people. In other 

words, when the Leader of the Oppo- 

sition accepts that salary he assumes 

an obligation to regard first the wel- 

fare of the people and to assist in 

providing good government. I have 

not received a single worthwhile sug- 

gsetion from the Honourable the 

Leader of the Opposition, and I be- 

lieve the same applies to the other 

members of the Executive Council. 

I have paid close attention to every 

statement that the Honourable the 

Leader of the Opposition has made 

in this House and invariably, in my 

opinion, he has shown more regard 

for the welfare of his political party 

than he has for the welfare of New 

Brunswick. ; ; 

- Judging from the political history 

of this Province, it is to be expected 

that such would be the tactics of the 

leader of the go-called Conservative 

Party. May I make it clear that this 

is not a personal criticism of thg 

Hon. Mr. Squires. I am simply point- 

ing out what he is apparently oblig- 

ed to do because of his position in 

his party. ; i 

r On the other hand, we have the 

present Liberal Government obligat- 

ed by its pledges to the people to ad- 

vance the general welfare and also 

to oppose any policy or measure of 

the Federal Government that may be 

detrimental to the welfare of the 

people of New Brunswick, regard, 
less of what party may be in power 

at Ottawa; in other words, to place 

the welfare of the people before pol- 

itical party interests. And I think 

the people appreciate how wel] this 

Government is living up to its pled- 

ges. 
New Brunswick first is the policy 

of the Dysart Government, “Canada 

First” or to be truthful the “Central 

Provinces First ” is both the slogan 

and the policy of the Conservative 

party and what that slogan and that 

policy have done to the economic and 

social life of New Brunswick and of 

the confederation is shown by the 

records. 

You may think that New Bruns- 

wick first savors of sectionalism but 

I assure you such is not the case; 

New Brunswick is a member of the 

British Empire, in a confederation 

named Canada and as such it is our 

first duty to protect the rights and 

interests of New Brunswick as it is 

the duty of the people of every other 

Province to protect the rights and 

interests of their respective Prov- 

inces, first, with due regard for jus- 

tice, fair play and co-operation. I 

submit that it is only by so doing can 

there be a sound and permanent 

roundation to. carry the super-struc- 

ture we call Canada. We should real- 

ize that we cannot build from the 

super-structure downward; but to 

build successfully, we must build 

from the foundation upward and cer- 

tainly the Provinces are the founda- 

tion upon which Canada rests. We 

should realize that unless every Pro- 

vince in Canada is economically and 

socially sound the whole structure is 

economically and socially unsound. 

In respect of the work of the De- 

partment of Federal Relations may 
1 

refer to the exclusive use of the Port 

of Halifax in winter by the Austral. 

jan-New Zealand line, which was 

brought to the attention of teis 

House by the Honourable the Lead- 

er of the Opposition recently. He 

stated in effect, among other things, 

that instead of accompanying a Saint 

John delegation to Ottawa, I had 

sent Mr. Conlon in my place. 

May I say, Mr. Speaker, that that 

statement is mot true. Mr. Conlon 

was in Ottawa attending to the work 

of my Department some days before 

‘the delegation went from Saint John 

and his being there had nothing 

whatever to ido with the fact that 

Saint John sent a delegation to 
Ot- 

tawa to discuss the sailings of the 

Australian-New Zealand line. 

1 feel that it will be of interest to 

the House to know something 
about 

the work my department did in 
con- 

nection with the sailings of the 
Aus- 

tralian-New Zealand line. 

About the middle of last summer. 

I was advised that the sailings of 

that life were being considered end 

I began securing informaflon 
nn this 

matter because I felt from past ex- 

perience that if the so-called Cana- 

dian National Railways had anything 

to say about it, the Port of Saint 

John would not be used. Subsequent- 

ly. T was informed that the matter 

had been settled on the bas’s of a 

fifty-fifty split ‘between Halifax and 

Saint John. g 

After the statement appeared in 

the press, that Halifax was to be the 

sole port of call and that a delegas 

tion was going to Ottawa from Saint 

John to discuss ithat matter. and 

knowing from past experience that if 

the sailings had been definitely ar- 

ranged, joining a delegation to Ot- 

tawa would be futile in so far as 

this season was concerned, I wired 

Ottawa and secured authentic infor- 

mation. 

1 was in Fredericton at that time 

and when I returned to Saint John. 

T found a letter on mv desk from the 

Common Clerk of the City Council 
containing a resolntion of the Com- 

mon Council asking me to assist 

them. T immediately wrote the Com- 

mon Council enclosing conies of my 

correspondence with Ottawa on the 
subject, expressed some opinions re- 

garding the cause of the neglect of 

the port of Saint John and suggest- 

ed that T be granted an interview 

with the Common Council. 

Tn reply I received a letter from 

His Worship Mayor MacLaren sug- 
gésting that I do not take further 

Fights On 

action for a time and I subsequently 

received the following letter from 

His Worship dated March 4, 1937. 

“Further to my letter January 20 
in regard to the Australian-INew Zea- 

land service. 

“In addition to receiving informa- 

tion from Ottawa that all steamers 

will discharge and load at Saint John 

and Halifax winter season 1937 and 

1938, I have also received similar 

word from Mr. W. B. Eakin, Direct- 

or McLean Kennedy Limited. 

“The matter is, I think, now defin- 

|itely settled and I wish to express 

my appreciation to you for the inter- 

est you have taken in the matter.” 
Mr. Conlon Defended 

In ag much as Mr. Conlon’s name 

has been mentioned in this House, as 

I take it, in a slighting way, I feel in 

duty bound to -refute the inference 

that has been given. May I point 

out to this House that Mr. Conlon ac- 

companied the delegation that at- 

tended the Dominion-Provincial Con- 

ference in Ottawa, December, 1935, 

and because of his familiarity with 

Federal matters, Federal routine and 

Federal personnel, his assistance was 

very valuable. I might say, further- 

more, that he was selected as Chair- 

man of the sub-Committee on ‘Tour- 
ist Travel and National Parks be- 

cause of his recognized ability and 

it was due largely to his initiative 

and his perseverence that the confer- 

ence passed the resolution providing 

for a National Park in the Province 

of New Brunswick and in other Pro- 

vinces not previously provided with 

a National Park. The fact that other 

Provinces have taken advantage of 

this work while we are still waiting 

for development gives practical dem- 

onstration of what can be achieved 

by co-operation and a united front 

and what we are suffering in this 

Province by divided opinion and sec- 

tionalism. 

Mr. Conlon has also rendered very 

substantial and beneficial service in 

other matters connected with the 

Federal Relations branch to which I 

need not refer. Had the Honourable 

the Leader of the Opposition not, 

been in such a hurry to make polity 

ical party capital out of something 

he apparently knew very little about 

or had the honourable gentleman’ 

sought information from me on this 

subject, which, I submit, his position 

as Leader of the Opposition not 
only 

justifies but obligates him to doy; 

much time of this House and space 

in the press would have heen saved. 

(Federal Relations 

May I draw to the attention of 
the 

House the delicacy of the position 
of 

the Department of Federal Relations 

in handling Dominion+Provincial 
mat- 

ters. These matters should be treat- 

ed in the same manner that matters 

handled by the Federal Department! 

of Secretary of State are handled, 

which until completed are 
rarely dis- 

cussed publicly. May I express the 

hope that the time is not far 
distant 

when every Province will 
have a De- 

partment of Federal Relations and 

also that the Department of “Secre- 

tary of State for the Province” 
at Ot- 

tawa be revived, so that we will have 

2 fixed and uniform channel to 
han- 

dle all Dominion-Provincial matters. 

The incorporators of Canada were 

very wise in establishing a depart- 

ment of Secretary of State for the 

Provinces at the outset. At that 

time they looked fofward to inter- 

Provincial and Dominion-Provincial 

co-operation of which we see the 

need so badly at the present time. 

In the past I have said very little 

about the part taken by the two ma- 

jor parties in the Government of Can- 

ada. 

Many people have said to me that 

they could not see much, if any, dis- 

tinction between them and that it is 

simply a matter of the ins and outs. 

Listening to the political party tac- 

tics of the Honourable the Leader of 

the ‘Opposition, I feel that it would 

be in the interests of the people to 

refer briefly to the fundamental dif- 

ferences between those two parties. 

Broadly speaking, the Liberal-Con- 

servative Party, from the time of its 

establishment has been bent upon 

defeating the objects for which the 

confederation was organized while 

the Liberal party has endeavored to 

correct the wilful and malicious mis- 

takes of the other party, and to pro- 

mote the original compact. 

That is what political partyism has 

done with the confederation and ex- 

plains why the Honourable the Lead- 

er of the Opposition and the ‘Conser- 

vative party generally are so anxious 

to have the truth withheld from the 

people. 

The people of New Brunswick es- 

pecially should be of one mind in 

support of the party that pas tried 

and is trying to have the agreements 

of confederation carried out. 

The so-called Conservative party, 

was originally a coalition party com- 

prised of both Liberals and (Conser- 

vatives as its title Liberal-Conser- 

vative shows. It was organized in 
this Province to promote the welfare 

of New Brunswick in Federal mat: 
ters and as a whole to carry out the 
compact but it soon fell under the 

domination of Montreal, Ontario and 

United States capitalistic interests 

and has persistently betrayed this 

Province. Every serious economic 
handicap from which our people are 

suffering in our Federal Relations. 

was initiated by the (Conservative 

party. Cir 

Under those conditions one can un- 

derstand why the conservative party 

so strongly opposed the pledge of 

the Dysart Party to establish a de- 

partment of Federal Relations when 
elected and the desire of the Honour- 

able the Leader of the Opposition 

to criticise it. y 

No doubt if the Conservatives ever 

get into power again in this Prov- 

ince, which I trust the intelligence 

of our people will prevent, they will 

do away with the Department of Fed- 

eral Relations. The records show 

clearly that the Conservative party 

does not wish New Brunswick to pro- 
fit from her Federal Relations if they 

in any way conflict with interests of 

Montreal. Ontario, and certain inter- 

ests in the United States. 

: Non Partisan 

i May I draw the attention of the 

House to the fact that the matters 

handled by the three branches of my 

Department are non-partisan subjects 

and I will be pleased at any time to 

give any member of this House in- 

formation regarding the working of 

the department reserving the right to 

do so in confidence when necessary. 

May I say, Mr. Speaker, that so 

long as T am in charge of that De- 

partment T will not allow political 

partyism to interfere with its work- 

ings. 

The Leader of the Opposition re- 

ferred alurringly to what he termed 

“The perusal of the archives of the 

past” by me. This was rather a sur- 

prise to me coming from a former 

school teacher who ghould know that 

if we are intelligently to deal with 

any subject we must know its his- 

tory from its origin. § 

My study of the authentic records 

pertaining to the origin and function- 

ing of this something we are nleased 

to call Canada was practically com- 

pleted before I made any public sthate- 

ment on these svbjects. 

My efforts to tell the people of New 

Brunswick the truth disclosed by 

these records immediately met with 
opposition from some supporters of 

the Conservative party; at that time 

I knew so little about political party- 

ism in this Province that I did not 

realize thata New Brunswicker could 

stoop so low that he would betray 

his native land to promote his stand- 

ing in a political party, but I soon 

learned that there were some such 

people in this province. One of the 

arguments that has been used to pre- 

vent people being interested in the 

true history of Canada, as 1 suggest- 

ed, is to the effect that I am inter- 

ested only in Ancient History that 
has no value in modern times, which 

evidently was the impression that the 

Honourable the Leader of the Oppo- 

sition wished to create. 

I am not interested in these doc- 

uments or archives from an acad- 

efic standpoint, but I am interested 

in their practical application. 
For many years I was of the same 

opinion that I have heard innocently 

expressed by some in this Province, 

because I also was duped and deceiv- 

ed by accepting opinions and texts 

published in Ontario without ques- 
tioning the knowledge and authority 

behind them. It would be my advice 
to those who have been so deluded, 

that they will profit by delving into 

these archives to find out what is 

right and what is wrong. 3 

Any member of the learned pro- 

fessions must recognize that it is un- 

sound to accept opinions and advice 

when the facts are available. Espe- 

cially is this true in the present in- 

stance as I know adwvisedly that many 

of those opinions are wrong and in 

some cases maliciously so. 

May I suggest to New Brunswick 

students of the constitution and his- 

tory of this confederation that they 
do not pclieve the statements on 

these subjects published in Ontario 

without verifying them as they are 

liable to be inaccurate and mislead- 

ing, and sometimes untrue. It is 

pathetic to hear some uninformed 

New Brunswickers repeating propa- 

ganda that has heen manufactured in 

Ontario for the benefit of that prov- 

ince, especially when it can be prov- 
en that such propaganda is circulat- 

ed to secure support for Ontario 

from beguiled people in the other 

Provinces. g 

‘We should not blame the people of 

Ontario for this. They also have 

been deceived and deluded by their 

own propagandists, Until recently I 

received more support from the peo- 

ple and press of Ontario in my of- 
forts to arouse interest in the true 

history of Confederation than I re- 
ceived in New Brunswick. In fact, I 

@ 

‘In accordance With their wishes 

received strong opposition 

Brunswick from places where it was 

least to be expected. And I subse- 

quently found such opposition was 

from Conservative sources. If any 

people are to blame, it is the people 

of New Brunswick because they had 
more information on this subject and 

it was more generally discussed here 

than in any other Province, 

Wilmot and Fisher especially were 

undonbtedly the best informed dele 
gates on governmental and constitu- 

tional sukjects attending the London 

conference. Our delegates far sur- 
passed the delegates of old Canada in 

this respect. They had lived and had 

fought for better Government during 

the period when the greatest advance 

was made in the Empire government: 

ally and socially, starting from the 

Reform Act of 1832. 
Many believe that Sir John Mac- 

Donald was the inspiring force that 

produced the confederation, but our 

New Brunswick delegates were in 

the dominating position and arrang- 

ed this confederation largely as they 

wanted it. 

Confederation 

The objects of the confederation 

are well defined, but its abortion was 

well expressed recently by an Ottawa 

newspaper, which stated, in effect, 

that the western’ and eastern Prov- 

inces have been exploited for the 

penefit of the (Central Provinces. 

That is the cause of practically all 

that is wrong with this Province eco- 

nomically and socially, and practical- 

ly all that is wrong with Canada. 

Many people are of the opinion 

that Canada is the name of a country 

or land division of the Empire divid- 

ed into Provinces which is not the 

case. British North America is the 

name of the major land division. 

Hence the British North America Act. 

We seem to have lost sight of the 

fact that we are British North Amer- 

icans. 

The Provinces are countries or 

land divisions of the Empire and 

Canada is the name of a Federal 
leg- 

islature, and administative institu- 

tion, vested with ‘certain legislative 

and administrative authority in the 

Provinces and according to the con 

ditions agreed upon by the provinces 

and supported by the Imperial Par- 

liament as required by the Provinces. 

Canaga is almost invariably refer- 

red to as “the country” or “this 

country,” which is simply Ontario 

propaganda. To think of Canada as 

one country is good for Ontario, 
and 

very bad for New Brunswick. The 

Provinces could not be merged 
into 

one country by confederating. Any 

doubt on that score may be 
dispelled 

Hy the documents pertaining to the 

inconporation of Canada and, 
further, 

by the decision of the Imperial 

Privy Council in the Maritime 
Bank 

Case which has been twice 
quoted in 

this House in this session—"The 
ob- 

ject of the Act was neither 
to weld 

the Provinces into one, nor 
to subor- 

dinate Provincial Governments 
to 2a 

cantral authority.” 

May I quote an extract from 
the 

Speech from the Throne in 
the Im- 

perial Parliament, 5th of February, 

1867? 

“Resolutions in favour of a more 

intimate Union of the provinces of 

canada, Nova Scotia, and 
New Bruns- 

wick have been passed by 
their sev- 

eral legislatures; and delegates 
duly 

authorized and representing all class- 

es of Colonial Party and opinion 
have 

concurred in the conditions upon 

which such a Urion may be effec’ed. 
a 

bill. will be submitted to you, which 

by the consohdation of coloiial in- 

terests and resources will give 

strength to the several Provinces 
as 

members of the same Empire, and 

animated by feelings of loyalty to 
the 

same sovereign.” 

The British North America Act 
of 

1867 also declares that the Provinees 

are parts of the Empire. The Confed- 

eration documents should remove 

auy doubt that may exist as to 

whether New Brunswick is a land 

division of the Empire or a land 
di- 

vision of Canada. New Brunswick is 

still an independent member of the 

Empire. 

If the people continue to be deceiv- 

ed it may do great harm, because in 

think'ng of Canada as one country it 

naturally follows that th-y make thé 

mistake of thinking of Canada as 2 

democracy to be goverred by the 

will of the majority; while, in fact, 

if governed justly, it must be gov- 

erned in accordance with the terms 

of the confederation compact for 

the mutual advantage of nine democ- 

racies. 3 

The Federal Parliament should 

legislate for the benefit of the prov- 

| inces regardless of population and in 

accordance with the several agree- 

‘ments. 

1 have yet to meet one member of 

any provincial legislature, one mem- 

per of the House of Commons, or on
e 

newspaper editor in these confederat- 

ed countries who has studied all the 

documents that make up Canada’s 

constitution or realized the wonder 

ful wisdom and fores'ght that are 

written into those fundamental laws 

of government laid down for the 

guidance of the federal governmental 

institution. ¢ 

We have at hand an illustration of 

how little is known about what is 

written in these documents by the 

fact that it took nearly seventy 

years for federal legislators to learn 

whether the King in Ottawa is charg- 

ed with jurisdiction over social legis- 

lation or the King in , the Province 

retained that control. After seventy 

| 
in New years it has Deen definitely estab- 

lished by the Imperial Privy Council 

that Canada is a compact and that 
the government and parliament of 

Canada are circumscribed by the 

terms of that agreement. 

New  Brunswickers have three 
Kings, as the term is used in one 

Sovereign, handling their govern- 

mental affairs. We have the King in 

this Province, the King in Ottawa. 
and the King in London to protect 

our rights and interests. 

. As I stated in this House last ses- 

sion political partyism has been a 

curse to this province especially 

since this house divided against it- 

self on federal party lines. It is in- 

credible that an intelligent people 

would so divide against themselves 

as to permit the substitution of polit- 

ical party policies for the principles 

of confederation. 
The King's authority in Ottawa has 

been misapplied because of the influ- 

ence of capitalistic and other inter- 

ests in Montreal and Ontario and, 

very largely, in the United States. 

The primary reason for our coun- 

try’s agreeing t8 confederate with 

the country formerly named Canada 
was to save that country for the Em- 

pire. About twenty years ago there 

was a revival in Ontario of the ele- 

ment that sought to break their Im- 

perial connection and we saw its in 

fluence at the Dominion-Provincial 

Conference in 1935. 
When history reveals in its true 

light the stand taken by the Dysart 

Government at that conference, peo- 

ple will realize that this government 

halted an irrevocable step that might 

have shattered the very ties that hold 

the Empire together. 

In this connection may I quoie 

from Burke's immortal speech on 

“Conciliation with America.” 

“My hold of the colonies is in close 

affection, which grows irom common 

names, from kindred blood, from sim- 

ilar privileges and equal protection. 

These are times which though light 

as air, are as strong as links of 

iron. 

“Lot the colonies always keep the 

idea of their civil rights associated 

with your Government, they will 

cling and grapp'e to you, and no 

force under Heaven will be of power 

to tear them from their allegiance. 

But if it be once understood that 

your government may be one thing 

and their privileges another, tha 

these two things may exist without 

any mutual relation, the cement is 

gome; the cohesion is loosened and 

everything hastens to decay and dis- 

solution. 

“As long as you have the wisdom 

to keep the sovereign authority of this 

country as the sanctuary of liberty, 

the sacred temple consecrated to ow 

common faith, wherever the chosen 

race and sons of England worship 

freedom, they will turn their faces 

toward you. Deny them this parti- 

cipation of freedom and you break 

the sole bond which originally 
mads< 

and must preserve the unity of the 

Empire.” 

This confederation of British Prov- 

inces was a political act which car- 

ried into practice those words of 

Burke, yet there are some who would 

break that Imperial connection which 

should he so earnestly cherished. 

Some Qntario propagandists argue 

that the British North America Act 

should be amended; possibly so, in 

some respects. But the instrument 

for doing so is already at hand. The 

B.N.A. Act may be amended when 

the Provinces ask to have it amend- 

ed. 

What those Ontario propagandists 

are aiming to do is mot primarily tc 

amend that Act but to destroy the 

Compact of Confederation and change 

Canada from a confederation to 
some 

hybrid form of government to their 

own liking, and to the permanent 

detriment of New Brunswick. 

Since the Hen. the Leader of the 

Opposition mentioned my study of 

the history of the confederation, may 

I refer, Mr. Speaker, to why I studied 

that history and, in part, to what 
the 

authentic records pertaining to Can- 

ada’s political history disclose. 

In doing so I trust you will not ac- 

cuse me of egoism. I am simply try- 

ing to give this House the benefit 
of 

my study. 

For about fifty years 1 have bee 

closely associated with the commerc- 

ial and industrial life of this Prov- 

ince. 3 
Our Trade Destroyed 

During the years of my commerc- 

ial life I saw among other things, 

the import and export trade of this 

Province being destroyed; our sec- 

ondary industries of which we had 

many heing crushed out or reduced 

to a skeleton of their former size. I 

saw the canned vegetable factories 

on the Saint John River, the first in 

British North America, crushed out 

by Ontario competition. I saw this 

Province change from being an agri- 

cultural exporting country to the ag- 

ricultural importing country it now 

is. I saw the loss of our great ship- 

ping industry because of the neglect 

of the Federal Parliament to protect 

that industry as it is constitutionally 

dustry neglected by the Federal Par- 

liament—another neglect of consti- 

tutional duty. I saw the national 

freight rate structure that at the out- 

set was based on the Maritime sea- 

board, as it should de, gradually 

changed to a sectional freight rate 
structure based on Montreal. I saw 

the management of Tntercolonial 

Railway that was pledged to us in 

obligated to do; our great fishing in- | 

consideration of our assent te fhe 

union, transferred from Moncton, 

first to Toronto and subsequently te 

Montreal. 1 gaw the control of aur 

banks transferred to Toronge and 

Montreal. 1 saw our people made to 

contribute to guaranteeing the opera- 

tiorr of a group of railways and ether 

commercial enterprises in some other 

Provinces and in the United States 
now known as the Canadian National 
Railways that were then on the verge 

of bankruptcy and now are unable 

to earn the interest on the private 
capital invested in them, 

1 saw an actual loss in the Anglo- 

Saxon population of this Proyince 

and for a time an actual loss the 

population of Saint John when every 

other comparable seaport city in the 

world was making substantiay gain, 

in all respects. 1 saw the Vocational 

School in Saint John, the first in 

British America if not in all Ameri- 

ca, forced to close for lack of funds 

to carry on. 

I do not need to paint more details 

of which there are many, inte this 

appalling commercial, industrial and 

social picture. Many of our peeple 

are aware of them. 

When the war started I began for 

the first time to take notice of the 

functioning of the Federal Govern- 
ment and Parliament and fieedless to 

say, looking at it from a commercial 

viewpoint some of their policies and 

measures were staggering. Then it 

began to dawn upon me that afl the 

appalling commercial, industrial and 

social handicaps from which the Pro- 

vince was suffering were the result 

of federal policies and measures. 

Eventually 1 learned that Canada, the 

confederation of which I was taught 

to be so proud, as it has functioned, 

is New Brunswick's chief economic 

handicap and that the so-called Can- 

adian National Railways is New 

Brunswick's economic enemy number 

one. 

The I. \C. R. 

The ‘Intercolonial land National 

Transcontinental Railways were con- 

structed to promote the objects of 

Confederation. - They are Govern 

ment owned, have been paid for, and 

there is no interest chargeable 

against them. 

The C.N.R. is an international cor- 

poration with wider interests in the 

United States than in these Maritime 

Provinces. Its head office is in Mont- 

real and it is functioning for the 

benefit, primarily, or interests in 

Montreal, Ontario and the United 

States and greatly to the detriment 

of this Province. 

It is conceivable that an orgamiza- 
tion so constructed as the C.N.R. 

could or would operate the Intereni- 

onial and the National Transcentin- 

‘ntal Railways in accordance with 

the documents of confederation—the 

purpose for which they were bufit? 

Certainly mot! and just as long as 

these treaty railways continue under 

C.N.R. domination just so long will 

they be uzed to our detriment rather 

than to our advantage. 

If Canada were functioning as in- 

.| tended and these two railways were 

being operated at intended, eur eco- 

nomic problems would soon be solved. 

In the meantime I turned to some 

prominent leaders of both political 

parties for advice as to what might 

be done to save our people and I 

found that the leaders of both par- 

ties were quite familiar with the in- 

justice and they all made the same 

reply to the effect that this Prov- 

ince was in the confederation and 

there was nothing could be fone 

about it. 

This was rather staggering to me 

because I had some traditional 

knowledge about Confederation end 

also I had been taught to believe that 

I was living in a British counfry 

where such injustices would not be 

tolerated. ? 

That is what convinced me That I 
should turn to what the Honourable 

the Teader of the Opposition was 

pleased to term “the archives of the 

past” to see if I could not find pro- 

tection for our people. I had great 

faith in the ability of our politica 

leaders of 1866 and felt they would 

not have led us into such a trap. ¥ 
found that my faith in our leaders of 

that day was fully justified and that 

they did provide protection for ys. 

To secure full advantage of that £0 

tection we must stop being a people 

divided against ourselves. We must 

do the work of correction. We cannot 

expect the Ottawa Government or 

the people of any other Provi~ce to 

do it for us. It is not the coniedera- 

tion that is wrong; the fault les 

with the human element that has 

mishandled the confederation. ~ 

The present federal governin nt ig 

in no way responsible for the fact 

that the inter-provincial compact te 

which the B. N. A. Act gives effect 

has been cast aside and pro-Mont- 

real, pro-Ontario and pro-United 

States policies substituted for it. 

Such are the policies of the conser- 

vative party. Tt was ‘the conservatives 

that debauched the confederation anf 

prevented its accomplishing the chief 

objects for which it was incerporat- 

ed. If there ever was a time when 

the people of this Province should 

throw party politics and selfish in- 

terests into the discard it is wew. 

And T hope the press and pulpit will 

unite in supporting this Government 

in its fight for New Brunswick. 
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