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TRUCKERS’ MONOPOLY INCREASED RA

TH:E FOLLOWING ARTICLE taken from the “Grain and Feed Review,”
: Minneapolis, and reproduced in a printed pamphlet dealing with propos-
ed legislation to govern highway transportation issued by the Farmers’
Elevator Association of Minnesota may prove of interest;

“Some eighteen months ago the Omaha Railroad abandoned its branch
line from Sioux City to Wynot, Neb., a distance of about 45 or 50 miles. The
line had been operated at a substantial loss for some time prior to its aban-
donment, and because of the proximity to Sioux City, most of the business
which it would haye normally carried was reverted to trucks. When the
petition for abandonment was presented by the railroad to the Interstate |
Commerce Commission, that body granted a stay for one year to determine
whether or not the people living in territory tributary to the line wanted
railroad service. After the year of grace had expired, the Commission grant-
ed the petition of the railroad and the tracks were torn up.

“The truckers assured the townspeople and farmers that they would be
entirely able to fill their transportation needs. They pointed out that the
bulk of the transportation service was already in their hands and that they
could handle what little remained. Now let us see what happened in this
Sioux City-Wynot territory. First of all, the grain rate by rail to Chicago
was three cents per hundred over the Sioux City rate from the farthest
point on the line. Now the rate is ten cents per hundred to Sioux City.

“Coal was laid down in the farthest town for 20 cents a ton, over the
junction point rate, while at present truckers are offering to deliver coal
trom the junction point to close-in points at $2.00 a ton. Farm values have
depreciated from 50 to 75 per cent.

“Some farmers are 50 miles from a railroad. Homes in the towns,
erected at a cost of $4,000, are begging for buyers at levels as low as $500
and there are no buyers. Lastly, the Omaha road paid $28,000 each year
in taxes and this sum has been shifted to the remaining taxpayers. This is
met & nice picture, yet if rural merchants and rural communities do not
awaken, it is a scene that is going to be enacted in scores of towns that
are today thriving trading pomnts.”

The above is worthy of consideration In connection with conditions
ansarer home. '

.

WHAT OF NEW BRUNSWICK?

AFTER some seventy years in the Confederation New Brunswick is still
lagging behind the other Provinces and we wonder where we are heading
and what is the reason for this apparent lack of progress.

Probably many people believe that this Province is unfortunately situ-
ated geographically and that it is too far from the market of central Canada.
Maybe we believe that we are victims of circumstances beyond our control.

True, we are victims of circumstance, but the circumstance is of our own
making, and this is aggravated by our own indifference.

The Saint John Citizen puts it thus:

“New Brunswick, geographically and otherwige, is one of the most fav-
ored provinces in the Dominion and the chief reason why the people here
are not enjoying the full share of Canadian prosperity is due to the New
Brunswick people failing to take advantage of their position and the mater-
ials with which they are endowed by Nature, and allowing themselves to be
victims of political party policies, which are aimed at centralization.

“New Brunswick helped to create the Confederation in partnership with
three other Provinces. We were to have access to the markets of the other
provinces on equal terms with them. The trade of the provinces was to flow
east and west, with exports and imports through our own ports.

“Thig picture has never been realized. New Brunswick is now struggl-
ing under a burden of debt, with federal taxes being imposed to build up
other Provinces. Our industries have been forced into idleness because of
the domination of centralized industries, which have been built up through
the protection afforded by federal policies.

“All this has come about because our people have allowed themselyes to
be exploited. They have failed to exert themselves when it was necessary.
Will this land of promise become a really great province or will it go down
in later hiétory as merely a place where some loyalists lan.ded?

“The cry goes out for an united Canada. New Brunswick wants an
uanited Canada but it must be a union with every unit being given a square
deal and where the weak will not be exploited for the benefit of the power-
ful. But New Brunswick does not want a Canada such as has been in exist-
ence during the last 60 years. It wants the agreement and even the promises
made at the time of the Confederation carried out as was intended. New
Brunswick does not want to be the football of political groups and subjected
40 their whims. New Brunswick did not want that in 1867 and does not
want it today. 3

“The Dominion needs New Brunswick just as much today as in 1867. As
a unit in the Confederation New Brunswick ig entitled to direct attention to
the unfairness of some actions of the federad government. New Brunswick |
must make decisions for itself and not have them made for it. Numerous
sommissions have formed and have made their reports, which generally have
not been implemented. Now another commission is to sit and take evidence
on the relations of the Proivnces. What may we expect from this commis-
sion? How can we hope for anything more than we got before?

“The future of New MBrunswick rests with th‘e people of New Brunswick |
and it must be realized that the future of the Province is of much greater im- :
portance than any political party or the game of playing party politics. w

*“The time has come when the people of New Brunswick should show an |
united front, irrespective of class, creed or political affiliation, and get on
the right road, which will lead to a great New Brunswick and a great Do-

minion of Canada.” \ : ‘
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