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SERIOUS CHALLENGES 
TO ENGLAND FROM 

GERMANY AND ITALY 
Explain Public Haste of England's Present 

Rearming 
1 4 

Loss of Mastery of the Seas Would Mean the End 
of the British Empire 

England Against Italy in Mediterranean --- The 
Nationalistic and Military Reasons for War 
Exist, but Outweighed by Economic Factors 

PARIS, April 20—Politicians, talk- 
ing for publication, dwell on ideals 

and principles, but nations usually 

fight for power. ‘It is necessary to 

bear this in mind when considering 

the possible causes of war in Europe. 

Otherwise it is impossible to recon- 

cile a nation’s acts and ambitions 

with ordinary common sense. 

At the present time—and it has 

been true for more than two centur- 

jos—the dominant power of the world 

is England. From 1815, when Eng- 

iand joined with Germany to defeat 

Napoleon (who dreamed of a united 

Continent) unti] 1914, when England 

sided with France to scotch the men- 

ace of German domination in Europe. 

there was no serious threat to British 

domination of the world. Now, how- 

ever, serious challenges are coming 

from both Italy and Germany, and 

that explains the public haste with 

which England is'rearming. 

In 1930 Ramsay MacDonald, Labor 

Prime Minister of England, said Eng- 

iand could not weaken her navy, “be- 

cause the navy IS us.” Should Eng- 

land's navy cease for a minute to 

dominate the seas, it would be the 

end of the empire. England would 

pe an island kingdom, obliged to sub- 

mit to whatever fate the dominant 

naval power might allot to her. 

Germany was almost ready in 1914, 

from a naval viewpoint, to challenge 

Britain's sea power. Many believe 

that if Germany up to 1917 had shown 

Jess respect for international law and 

#ad given submarine commanders a 

free hand England would have been 

defeated. 

History is repeating itself today. 

Germany is not yet ready to chal- 

jege England on the sca, but Italy 

Bag already threatened a vital spot, 

the Mediterranean, which Italians 

call “the Italian Lake.” 

D.pendent on England 

Until the last few yearg Italy, de 

pended on sea-borne commerce 
for 

food, fuel and raw materials, has be
en 

ander England’s thumb, unable to 

have a foreign policy of her own be-
 

cause at any moment England might 

<ut off her supplies. But within two 

years she hag felt strong enough to | 

defy England, largely because of her 

superior air strength, although the 

efficacy of air forces against naval 

forces has not yet been proved. It is 

significant, however, that England has 

mot seem fit to accept the challenge. 

1 found in many of the capitals I 

have visited a feeling that the next 

war, now in preparation, will be be- 

tween Italy and England for the mas- 

gery of the Mediterranean. This feel- 

ing is particularly strong in Berlin, 

where people are loath to believe that 

England's impressive war prepara- 

tions are directed against Germany. 

Today the believers in this thesis 

point convincingly to the develop- 

ments in the Spanish civil war to sup- 

port their arguments. It is true that 

this conflict today, more than ever, 

menaces the peace of Europe. The 

prestige of England and the prestige 

of Italy are in the balance and it may 

be difficu* to find.a settlement satis- 

factory to each nation. The defeat of 

the Italians at Guadalajara was a bad 

enough blow to Italy but the accom- 

panying gibes in the Britis press 

were even harder for Mussolini to 

bear. He will want at least a diplo- 

matic victory in return for that score. 

Anybody who has the curiosity to 

read some of Mussolini's early speech- 

es, pronounced soon after he came 

he spoke constantly of making Rome 

once more the capital of an empire 

and of the prime necessity of first 

subjugating England. Neither the 

British nor anybody else took those 

speeches seriously at the time. In Eng- 

land, as Lord Riddel, in his best off- 

hand manner phrased it, the Fascisti 

were a “band of hooligans” whose 

regime was just a new kind of cab- 

inet which would fade out of the pic- 

ture in a very short time. 

Empire in the Making 

Now, hover, the Duce’'s remarks 

take on significance. The empire 

which he prophesied has come into 

being. Ethiopia has been snatched 

from under England’s wagging finger 

of warning. It ig the most important 

of the Red Sea territories, the rest of 

which, except for a few scattered 

ports without military value, are un 

der the British. Ethiopia controls tbe 

headwaters of the Nile and wi(p them 

the life blood of Egypt and the Su- 

dan. Moreover, it is a potentially 

rich agricultura] country and can sup- 

port both a large immigrant popula 

tion and a strong army. 

Ag if this conquest were not enough 

Italy hag plunged heavily into Spain 

with the apparent determination to 

wring from England a neutralization. 

at least, of the Straits of Gibraltar 

Simultaneously she maintains her 

pressure on the Frénch protectorate 

in Tunis, where already Italian colon- 

ists are the most numerous. 

Tie day is not far off, some of my 

informants predict, when England 

will have to call a halt to the Italian 

advance in the Mediterranean area 

That halt, they believe, can only be 

called witp force, and the cons 

quence will be war. _ 

Such an opinion must be respected 

but I found a large number of well: 

informed people disinclined to adop 

pay for it. 

when heat is applied. 

« « NOW comes a new 
delight in using Bar- 
bour’sACADIA Baking 
Powder—the new, eazy 
opening tin. Po mero 
struggles with a 
born cover. . . no mars 
temper (and Ba 
Powder) lost in 
er of wasted powder, 
Your favorite, doubie- 
acting Baking Powder 
is now doubly easy to 

stub 

kin- MAT 

~ ols & SOgwW- 

get at. 

THE sAME Low PRICE 28¢ PER Pound TIN 
It’s a real treat to get this wonderful new tin, 
along with the double=- 
ACADIA, at the same low price. 
double action makes it werth double what you 

The first action takes place in your 
mixing bowl when liquid is added . . . the second 

It is this well-timed, con- 
tinuous action that ensures your baking success. 

acting efficiency of 
ACADIA'S 

into power 14 years ago, will see that 

it. They pointed out first of al that! 
Italy needs a great deal of capita 
over a very long period to develop 
and exploit Ethiopia. “Not until vast 
colonies and plantations are estlo- 
ished will Ethiopia I™zin to be a 
real asset, eitller commercially or 

strategically. At present and for 

sears to come it ig a liability. 

It is hard to see where, except in 

London, sucy amounts of capital are 

.0 be obtained, and therefore it ap- 

pears almost a certainty that Italy 

must make terms with British bank- 

ers. But Britain's ability to supply 
qredit—ldaving ghrictly out of ac- 
count any political considerations— 

depends essentially on the mainten- 

ance of the empire and thé continu- 

ance of the profits which flow to Lon- 

don annually from coionies and do- 

minions. Therefore—and this ig the 

r.ason handed to me by Europe's 

banking brains—Italy will have to 

give iron-bound guarantees that Brit- 

ish sea power and the integrity of 

the British Empire will in no way be 

menaced by Italy during the financ- 

ing process. 

If this reasoning is correct it would 

see that Italy must withdraw her 

threat against ‘Gibraltar and must 

also come to a satisfactory under- 

s.anding with England regarding sea 

power in the Mediterranean. No sol 

ution could be accecptable to Eng- 

land short of a continuance of Brit- 

ish supremacy. 

The Strategy of It 

Another Treason for discounting 

fearg of an Anglo-Italian war is strat- 

egic. Were Italy to become embroil- 

ed with England there can be little 

doubt that Germany would take ad- 

vantage of the heaven-sent opportun- 

ity to annex Austria and then to de- 

mand Trieste as the price of non-in- 

tervention. Italy, in short, by chal- 

lenging British supremacy at this 

time would be risking all she gain- 

ed in the world war and all she has 

won since, and with relatively slim 

chances of success. 

But by playing a waiting game Italy 

has nothing to lose and probably 

much to gain. In 20 years (if peace 

can be maintained) Ethiopia, with 

financial help, can be converted into 

a ricp and powerful territory. which 

would be a great help instead of a 

hindrance to Italy in case of war. If 

peace is not maintained, Italy can 

watch her chance, wait until the two 

oroups of allies have worn each other 

out, and then throw her weight into 
the scale for a high consideration. 

In view of these considerations 

most Europ:ans are not gran‘ing too 

much importance to the famous 

“Rome-Berlin axis.” That Hilter and 

Mussolini have found it convenient 

to join forces in Spain is not surpris- 

ing, and that they both flaunt the 

hogey of Communism is equally un- 

i-rstandable. 

The flaw in any conceivable Italo- 

German alliance ig the fact that each 

nation aspires to dominate the Dan- 

ube basin. Germany considers it to 

be a vital necessity to her expan- 

sion. On the other hand, Italy real- 

izes that German domination would 

be a pistol at Italy’s head. Conse- 

quently, she insists that it is strate- 

gecially necessary that she control 

‘hat area. At present boty Austria 

and Huneary are a political no-man’s 

land between Italy and Germany, 

~hich both are watching night and 

day and which both arg covering 

with the constant bombardmen+ of 

commercial penetration and political 

nropaganda. 

Some military strategists believe 

‘hat the struggle for the Danube bas- 

‘n is the most important conflict now 

eoing on in Europe and the most like- 

ly to be the determining cause of the 

nex+ war. That does not necessarily 

imply a straight two-sided fight be- 

tween Germany and Italy, with other 

nations either remaining neutral or 

else joining in on one side or the 

other because of friendship or treaty 

obligations. It is far more likely 

that other nations wou'd join the 

fight for the sake of preventing eith- 

er Italy or Germany from establishing 

a clear claim to the disputed area. 

Neither England nor France wants 

io see either Germany or Italy dom- 

ina’ing the Danube. Letting the two 

fight it out alone would mean giving 

the prize to the victor. Joining in. 

however, even as allies of the victor, 

would give them a voice in the peace 

negotiations and enable them to veto 

such a conquest. : 

Here we have another reason why 

“psace is indivisible” and why a loc- 

alized war in Europe is not conceiv- 

able. 

Collected to Get Organ; 

Now They’re Collecting 

To Make It Play 

TILLSONBURG, April 20—Several 

months ago natives of Belgium in the 

tobacco area around Tillsonburg sent 

to Belgium for a large mechanical 

pipe organ costing more than $1,000. 

They obtained permission to install 

the organ in Tillsonburg Town Hall, 

where it has provided music for their 

dances and social gatherings every 

Saturday night. 
Now something hag gone wrong and 

efforts of organ men from Woodstock 

and Detroit have failed to remedy the 

defect, so the people are taking up 

another collection. They are going 

to bring an expert from the factory 

in Belgium where the organ was. 

true of the foot on the accelerator. made, paying his expenses both ways. 

—  — 

ropolis in which they work and live, 

of warning from all sorts of prophets. | 

It is probably true to say that this 

opinion is taking kold more than it 

otherwise would because of the troub- | 

led state of Europe and apprehension | 

as to what damage would follow air 

attacks in a future war. Bat the aver- 

age person hopes that the day will be 

long deferred when the empire cap-| 

and treasure 

here in the transfer of the gold hoard 

of the United States to depositories 

far removed from the coastline to in- 

sure greater safety, for here in re- 

putedly vulnerable London the prin- 

cipal gold hoard of the nation is 

tucked away in the vaults of the Bank 

of England, which is situated at the 

busiest traffic spot in the City of 

London. If it were decided to bury 

it elsewhere it would probably spell 

the end of the “bullion guard,” the 

presence of troops at the bank every 

night, and that in itself would cause 

regret for the abandonment of a cus- 

tom kept up since 1780, or ever since 

the institution was threatened in the 

Gordon riots. From time to time mem- 

bers of Parliament have asked why 

the detachment of guards, 

rives at the bank under an officer at 

6 p.m. is required when vaults are 

so strong and police protection so 

adequate. The answer of the Govern- 

der statute, 

ernment; is responsible for the regis- 

custody of the gold reserves of the 

country. 

This military picket, a familiar 

gight to those who work in the city, 

counprises one officer and 24 other 

ranks. As no other banking institu. 

tion in the country is provided with 

such a picket of regulars, and guards 

at tha., “ome members of Parliament 

have suggesied that the cost should 

be defrayed by the Bank of England 

itself. It has been explained, however, 

that the bank provides the officer 

with dinner and lodging and the other 

ranks with gratuities so that they may 

purchase refreshments from the guard- 

room canteen as they desire. In ad- 

dition, supper is provided by the bat- 

talion supplying the picket. Those who 

have knowledge of the duties of the 

picket say the job of insuring the 

safety of the gold reserves of the 

country has a distinctly palatable side. 

The officer in charge is permitted to 

have a masculine friend share his 

dinner and a bottle of wine, although 

it is the rule that the guest should 

depart at 11 p.m. and the sovidiers 

are certainly not likely to suffer from 

night starvation with the food that is 

made available for them, especially 

as a tankard of ale is issued with the 

meal. This ale is of a quality to give 

it renown in the city. At any rate the 

Cockney who sees tke picket filing 

into the bank of an evening is dis- 

London to Vancouver 
In 48 Hours 

“Around the World in Eighty 
Days:” Remember when we read it, 
and thought Jules Verne the world’s 
greatest master of imaginative fic- 
tion, or perhaps a little crazy? Yet 
Low, picking up our paper and read- 
ing Miniscer of Transport Howe's 
matter-of-fact announcement of a 48- 
hour air service between London and 
Vancouver, we are scarcely interest- 

ed. Thig world we live in has be- 

come So it ceases to seem 

strange. The extraordinary has be- 

come the normal. The fantasy ‘the 

reality. 

Under this air service Mr. Howe 

telly us about—it will be with us 

within a year—one may lunch in 

Montreal and dine in Halifax—or 
nave afternoon tea there. Or, even 

more amazing (if: anything can 

amaze us now) one may dine in Mont- 

real one evening, lunch in Vancouver 

the next day. Or dine in Vancouver 

on, say, Sunday night, have a steak 

in Simpson’s in London on Tuesday 

night. 

strange, 

Space, truly, is being annihilated. 

Vast oceans which once separated 

continentg and hemispheres are be- 

ing spanned by wings, and all the 

world becomes our neighbor. What 
it will mean in the years to come, 

who shall say? Optimists tell us it 

yt will mean more of understanding, less 

of suspicion between peoples. But 

we wonder. Frauce and Germany have 

been neighbors for a long, long time. 

QUEBEC, April 20—Louig J. Beau- 

dry has been appointed manager of 

the Port of Quebec, it was announc- 

ed by Ralph Campney, chairman of 

the Nationa] Harbors Board. 

Science tells us that liquor has a 

depressing effect. This is especially 

which ar-| 

FEAR FOR BRITISH CAPITAL 
IF WAR SHOULD COME 

Vast Treasures of the Empire” s Metropolis Shoulc 
Be Guarded 

LONDON, April 19—If Londoners posed to ruminate: 

did not acquire the idea that the met- | themselves well.” And “All's well!” is 

ment has been.that the bank is, un-! 

the banker of the Gov-| 

ter of Government loans, and has the | 

“Those blokes do 

what they have to chant at intervals 

is one of the most vulnerable places during the night when they do their 

in the world it will not be for want rounds of the famous premises. 

If mole-mindedness does not yet 

implicate the nation’s gold reserves, 

it does many other, thineg: from fi’ 

reserves to oil paintings; from po- 

lice stations to refuges for piiceless 

treasures. In fact, there are some ad- 

vocates of preparedness who declare 

that it is a vital necessity for people 

to attune themselves to the experi- 

ital will have to become really mole- | ence of many hours under ground in 

minded and find protection for body! case of a war. 

in the bowels of the ever, that tubes and underground sta- 

earth. Much interest has been taken ! 

It is understood, how- 

tions in the anetropolis will not, as in 

the last war, be places of refuge. And, 

if there were time to move the trea- 

sures from museums into the coun- 

try none would be consigned to un- 

derground depths in the capital. Dur- 

ing the world war many treasures 

from the London galleries and from 

King George's private collection at 

Buckingham Palace were placed in 

the General Post Office’s parcel post 

underground railroad between White- 

chapel and Paddington. There are as- 

pects of the underground path to safe- 

ty which are not meant to be revealed 

to the ordinary individual. There has 

been much talk in Britain about un- 

derground airplane hangars in Ger- 

many. But there are persons who did 

counter-espionage work in ths war 

who say that one of the principal tasks 

of spies today is to keep an ear to 

the ground to learn what is going 

on beneath, because mole measures 

are often designed more to cover up 

the presence of munitions than of the 

machines of the guns from which they 

are dropped or fired. There has re- 

cently been much discussion here of 

| the advisability of planning big-scaie 

j tnderground storage of oil and gaso- 

line and even for the storage in vast 

cellars of reserve canned food sup- 

plies. The ‘Air Ministry is construc- 

ting underground bombproof storage 

atations in different parts of the coun- 

try. One of these 

old quarry. 

The modern way 

structions in the box. 

sore throat, 

mixture twice. 

will act as a medicinal gargle 

thetic on the irritated membrane 
your throat. 

know, will endorse it. For it 

“dugouts’” is in an 

Two Quick-Acting, Quick-Dissolving 

“ASPIRIN” Tablets with a Glass of Water 

coming on. Then re- 
peat, if necessary, according to in- 

At the same time, if you have a 
crush and dissolve 

three “Aspirin” tablets in one-third 
glass of water. And gargle with this 

The “Aspirin” you take internal- 
by will act to combat fever, cold 
pains and the cold itself. The gargle 

provide almost instant relief from 
rawness and pain. It is really mar- 
velous; for it acts like a local anes- 

Try this way. Your doctor, we 

Heres Simple Way 
to Curb a Cold 

~ 

to quick, effective and ends the taking 
¢ % curb a cold is this: Two of strong medicines for a cold. 

E “Aspirin” tablets the R i iB Tm ( “Aspirin” tablets are made in 
y Canada. “Aspirin” is the registered 

trade-mark of the Bayer Company, 
Limited, of Windsor, Ontario. Look 
for the name Bayer in the form of 
a cross on every tablet, 

Demand 
and Get— 

ASPIRIN 
4] 

t TRADE-MARK REG. 
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Cut smoking tobacco 
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is better than nons, 

we'll admit, but until you try Rosebud 
you'll never know what it means te 
be really pipe-happy — to prefer a 
pipe to any other smoke. Load up 

Rosebud, and see if it 
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