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park site would result in fabulous
sums of money being poured into this
Province from Ottawa. It is true that
moderate expenditures would from
time to time be made, but by no
meang in such amounts as they would
Rave people believe.

Personally, I cannot become unduly
exercised over the matter of National
Parks. In' my view our whole Prov-
imce measures up in a high degree to
National Park requirements. Any per-
son who wishes to see Nature at her
nest can satisfy his desire by driving
1long any of our highways. Take the
entire Saint John River Valley for
example; where else can one find
matchless and extensive scenic
y?

Qra il
ti _wever, in due season National
s will come in New Brunswick.
i connection I am reminded that
Columbia hag four and Al-

r-a five. It would be unwise how-
ever to attempt to predict the extent
of their future development in this

Province.

'8

Paved Roads

and his colleagues. On more than
one occasion he has advanced the
proposition that the record of the
Baxter, Tilley, Richards administra-
tion is no longer of interest nor mat-
erial,

I do not wonder that he should
shy from that record. But can he so
easily escape responsibility? Did not
he and certain other Honourable gen-
tlemen opposite support that Govern-
ment for many years? Although he
failed in his persistent efforts to
gain admittance into the inner sanc-
tuary he aided and abetted the cab-
inet of the day in all its crimes of
omission and commission.

For the purpose of facilitating their
histonical research I have prepared
a list of gubjects for their earnest
consideration. The matters included
were all under fire during the last
election campaign, when they were
defended by our Honourable friends
opposite. Here is the list:—

1. The Grand Falls deal and the
perpetual impost placed upon every
electrical power site on the Saint
John River below the Falls for the
benefit of the International Paper

| Company.

While paying my respects to the

Honourable gentlemen opposite, I feel
constrained to make a passing -obser-
vation regarding their structures on
the increase under the present admin
jstration in the public debt made ne-
cessary by the construction of paved
roads and bridges of a standard suf-
ficient to meet the requirements of
motor transpontation.

To build or not to build,—that is
the question which our Honourable
friends will have to face whether
they care to do so or not.

If we do not build paved roads then
we must reconcile ourselves to the
horse and buggy stage of develop-
ment. In passing, I am constrained to
abserve that that is where we get
headed for every time the Tory party
gets control of affairs here and in
Ottawa. We simply cannot afford the
attempt to maintain our main arteries
of travel at a standard capable of
meeting the heavy demands of pres-
ent day traffic by any other method.
In pursuing this policy we are mere+
ly doing what every other Province
has done or is planning to do. In
the issue of The Financier of March
11th, I find a repornt which expresses
more clearly than I could hope to do
certain salient features of this ques-
tion, a portion of which I choose to
quote:

“Mr. Raymond stressed the bad con-
dition of the Quebec highways as a
deterrent to automobile tourist traffic
to this Province (Quebec) and cited
figures showing that of the total num-
ber of cars coming to Canada for a
short period in 1937, Ontario had se-
cured 71 per cent, the Maritime Prov-
jnces 19 per cent and Quebec only 7
per cent, and that these figures com-
pared with the same period of 1936,
zave Ontario an increase of 12 per
cent over last year, the Maritimes an
increase of 13 per cent over last year,
and Quebec a decrease of 2 per cent
as compared with last year, and that
no increase to this Province could be
expected until the highways had been
put on par with those of other
neighboring provinces, which were
now securing the cream of this lucra-
tive tourist trade. He stated that the
Government of Quebec was now alive
to the necessity for prompt and ade-
quate action in this connection as it
appeared from a recent announce-
ment that 50 million dollars would be
voted for expenditure on the highs
ways of this province, which improve-
ment, in due time, would result in a
greatly increased share of the auto-
mobile tourist traffic for Montreal
and for the Province at large.”

Apart from all other considerations
the cost of a gravelled surface is pro-
hibitive. I recently saw some figures
compiled by the Engineering Depart-
ment showing that the average cost
per mile of maintaining a gravelled
surface on the main highways today
ig around $1600. a year. On that basis
we would pay out over ten or twelve
vears on maintenance charges suffic-
jent to pave these roads, in the mean-
time have nothing but continued dis-
comfort and danger, and in the end
possess nothing put debt. Such a pol-
icy would lead only to bankruptcy.

The only alternative is to resort to
paving. How can we do so without
borrowing money for the purpose?
The Leader of the Opposition said 2
few days ago that we should pay as
we go. How many miles of hard sur-
faced roads would be built under that
policy? Yet, in support of it he quot-
ed in all seriousnesg an editorial from
one of the newspapers of the Prov-
ince. My Honourable friend should at
his age realize that all is not wisdom
that appears in newspaper editorials.

For my part I doubt if he ever ap-
peared in a more absurd light than in
his absurd efforts to prove an absurd
proposition by repeating in an
surd manner the absurd statements
of others in this connection.

Some History

It has not escaped the attention of
Honourable members that our friends
opposite have taken to studying his-
tory: and out of their studies has
come an effort to confound certain
menmbers of the present Government
by -qudting some of their utterances
in th ouse when in Opposition.

iy Me noticed, however, that the
Leader of the Opposition has been
wuick to disclaim the use of the his-
torical method as against himself

ab-)

2. The Miramichi pulp mill deal
which one Tory Premier made and

| another unsmade, and whicp I shall

leave for discussion in due season
by my Honourable colleague, the Min-
ister of Lands and Mines.

3. The nominal increase in the net
debt—in nine' years of $27,000,000.
Taking into consideration the trans-
fer to the Dominion of the Saint John
Valley Railway with the liabilities
connected therewith, the real increase
was $33,000,000. When The money
was spent, what did we have to show
for it? 1 shall make a few sugges-
tions as I go along.

4. Pay roll padding. The Hartley
investigation dealt with these prac-
tices as carried on during the 1930
election period. The Hughes engquiry
dealt with them as carried on during
the 1935 election period; and has
proved that it is hard to teach old
political dogs new tricks.

5. Provincial Hospital contracts
under which $1,340,000 was spent on
new buildings. I have been informed
on good authority that the added ac-
commodation could have been pro-
vided for approximately one-quarter
of the money.

6. Provincial Hospital equipment
running into fancy figures, including
the famous egg boiler which cost $95,
and is capable I understand of cook-
ing six average sized eggs .at one
boiling. On a recent visit to the
Hospital I viewed the room where
are deposited nine sets of electric
urns, complete, for use in making tea
and coffee. They cost this Province
thousands of dollars and have never
been used. I would recommend that
my Honourable friends opposite in
the course of their research, wisit
that chamber of horrors.

7. The Smith Foundry deal in
which the former Minister of Public
Works took over from a political bud-
dy in Fredericton the job of trying to
handle a white elephant by its tail.

8. The contract for the construc-
tion of the present Normal School,
which was let at a price $56,000,

above the lowest tender which was
thrown out on a technicality.

9. The Montigomery rock pile
which grew out of a contract made
on the eve of the 1930 election be-
tween the then Minister of Public
Works and a fish trader in Dalhousie.
It resulted in clearing the way for
the Minister’'s nomination as one of
the Tory candidates in Restigouche
County and in adding approximately
$75,000. to the public debt of the
Province.

10. Road Machinery  purchases.

The Machinery and eguipment pur-
chased by the old Government cost
the Province nearly two millions of
dollars. I would strongly recommend
that our Honourable friends make a
particular study of the methodg pur-

sued by the former Minister of Pub-

'lic Works and his friend, Mr. F. W.

Smythe in their mutual dealings.
In this connection I am reminded that
our friends opposite have on different
occasions made reference to a state-
ment alleged to have been made dur-
ing the 1935 election campaign to the
effect that when they came into of-
fice the Liberals would dump that
machinery into the Bay of Fuundy.
For their information, I may say that
when we looked the By over we
found it was not big enough for the
‘purpose.

11. ‘The Phantom banquet, and in
connection therewith the smuggling
of liquor by Government officials into
the United States. 1 can be of par-
ticular assistance to my Honourable
friends in connection with this mat-
ter. I made a special study of it
back in 1935 and made some state
ments in regard to it for which I
was sued at the instigation of the
Rig-wigs of the Tory Party. The writ

however; died with the Tilley Govern-
ment.

12. The Atkinson stumpage * deal.
‘We can still smell that one.

* I do not for a moment suggest that
the list T have submitted-is complete.
1 have deliberately refrained form
making it so. I did not wish to dis-
courage my Honourable friends -at
the outset of their studies. As they
progress I shall gladly furnish them
with supplementary lists.

The Leaders [Speech

It is my intention at this stage to

deat with some phases of the speech

delivered in this Chamber yesterday

by the Leader of the Opposition and
to touch upon some of the extrava-
gances and inconsistencies he indul-
ged in. I feel it will not be ueces-
sary for me to quote any of his lan-
guage, for the echoes of it are still
with us.

It is obvioug that his speech be-
comes easier for -my Honourable
friend every time he uses it; further,
that the improvements which time
and repetition bring consist only in
the addition of adjectives, and still
more adjectives.

He dealt upon the difficulties ex-
perienced by the Province last year
in floating some bond issnes, and in
connection therewith gcoffed at a
suggestion advanced a few days ago
by the Minister of Education, Feder-
al and Municipal Relations to the
effect that those difficulties were due
in some measure to the irrational
and extravagant talk indulged in at
the time by my Honourable friend
in relation to the financial condition
of this Province.

He pooh-poohed the idea that his
position as head of the Tory party
in this Province entitled ahyone te
attach to his statements any impor-
tance or weight. We on this side
of the House will not on that point
disagree with him. But the people
in Boston and New York have not
our intimate knowledge of the sad
and sorry condition of the exiled
Party which my Honourable friend
is attempting to lead back to the
promised land, and how little dig:
nity or importance attaches to its
leadership.

My friend is much given to speak-
ing of duty, patriotism, and democ-
racy. Yesterday at one point I felt
he was going to start waving the old
flag. I would suggest to him  that
even the leader of a party in opposi-
tion has his duties to observe, and
that the language of irresponsibility
from whatever quarter it arises is a
weak support for our system of free
institutions.

For the first time in this House
he declared he was not opposed to
the building of paved roads. We were
interested to Iearn that, for we had
begun to think he was viewing every-
thing through jaundiced eyes. He
claimed, however, that we should
build a Iess expensive type of road.

Only last week one of his associ-
ates from Carleton County declared
that the pavement now being laid
was not heavy enough, and indicated
that he favoured the much more ex-
pensive t¥pe laid by the old Govern-
ment which had an inch of sheet as-
phalt on top. The latter type is not
only more costly but is non-flexible;
and because of its brittle qualities
has proved quite unsuitable for our
country roads where frost conditions
are bound to cause some degree of
heaving and consequent cracking.

I would like to ask my Honourable
friend how he proposes to build roads

will prove one of the important fac-
tors in our general scheme to place
this Province on the map, and ensure
for New Brunswick her proper place
in the Confederation.

Our highway policy was not born
of despair. It required courage to
shape and persue the course that has
been followed. We knew there would
be much blue ruin talk, of the type
we heand here yetsel\da'y. We were
aware that much ballyhoo would go
the rounds.

Yesterday my Honourable
asked what wag going to happen
when the mext depression came
around. I have to confess that we
gave little thought to that eventual-
ity, for to us it is inconceivable that
after the bitter
years ago the people of this Province
will in our day and generation lend
their assistance to bring about an-
other depression by placing the Tory
Party in office, either here or at Ot-
tawa.

I cannot allow this ocecasion to
pass without touching upon the stric-
tures directed by the Leader of the
Opposition yesterday against the
Chairman of the Rlectric Power Com-
mission. He sought to ridicule my
colleague because he uses the lang
guage of sincerity. Why should my
colleague not do sgo when sgincerity
the keynote of. his character? 1
would suggest to my
friend opposite that his own pre
tations would carry more
if they were hedged about
greater sincerity.

In this conneetion 1 am reminded
that my friend opposite yesterday re-
ferred to a new system of book-keep-
ing authorized for the Electric Power
Commission by this Legislature last
year. Its purpose was to avoid keep-
ing duplicate accounts in the office
of the Comptroller<General. He gave
us quite a song and dance over it. I
would remind him that there is no

friend

is

with

As heretoforve, all the accounts of the
Commission are audited by the pro-l
vincial auditors who are the

old Government.

those auditors.
new arrangement
necessary work.
In his speech yesterda
ourable friend claimed th;t when the
legislation in question was before the
House a year ago he protested strong- |
ly against it. I ghall contradict him
flatly on that point. I was present
last session on every occasion when
the Committee of the Whole dealt

with the various bills. He never
raised a suggestion regarding- tke
amendment in question.

The only discussion that I 1oca11!

place when the bill relating to Na-

tural Products, introduced by the
Minister of Agriculture,
the Committee.

gest an amendment consisting
three or four words which in defer-|

but on second thought were struck
out a few days later as useless and
irrelevant.

That, I feel confident, was the sum
total of the assistance received by
this House from our five friends op-
posite when the legislative program
of last Session was being dealt
with. For much of the time when the
Committee of the Whole was at work
many of them were not even present.
This was particularly noticeable after
the cheques for the gessional indem-
nities had been distributed.

I am aware that some monthg after
the Session was over the Leader of
the Opposition, during the course of
his public addresses, wheén he was
campaigning for the leadership of his
Party, did criticize some of the gov-
ernment legislation of last Session.
But it took him months to learn what
the legislation contained.

Agriculture

Yesterday my Honourable friend
severely castigated the Minister of
Agriculture for the manner in which
he is directing the work of his De-
partment. I feel constrained to make
some observations on the gratuitous
attack that was made upon him.

The Leader of the Opposition part-
icularly criticized the Minister be-
cause the latter was obliged, in or-
der to promote his progressive poli-
cies, to re-arrange, and make some
small additions to, hig staff. He
claimed that this had resulted in in-
creased costs.

*‘The usual criticism against the De-
partment of Agriculture has been that
it did not spend sufficient money in
comparison with the expenditures of
the other departments. If this branch
of the service had failed to show an
extension of its work our friends op-
posite would be the first to criticize

! regulted already

In fact the change 'growers more than half that amount.
was made on the recommendation Of,ThlS was done in spite of the fact
The purpose of the |that bureaucratg of the Dominion De-
was to avoid un- pmtment of Trade and Commerce de-

remploxed in their

this season in the
sale of seed potatoes alone to the

same gross value of over a million dollars |
people as did the auditing under the  and distributing among

our potato

Iclared that no such market existed |
my Hon- and not only
|actually tried to divert buyers from |
|New Brunswick

refused to assist but«
to undermine the |
work the New Brunswick Government |
was trying to do.
“Not only have
benefitted from this trade develom
ment; for three million feet of
lumber is being used in constructing
,crates and many hundred workers are
construction, rail-
trains night and

the potato growers

over

ways are running

by the Leader of the Opposition took |éay and port workers are getting a

shaxe of the prcreeds.

“The same gocd work can be done

was before | fm other products especially in sup-
On that occasion my | plvmg the home market. but the con-
Honourable friend opposite did sug—\qumel must join his voice to that of
of | the producer and use his influence if

we are to have a demand in the

ence to him were placed in the bill]j memce which will stimulate produc-

tion.”

According to his observations yes-
terday, the Leader of the Opposition,
should he ever beconie Premier, is
going to dismember all the depart-
fents and branches of the service and
then try to stick the pieces together
in a new order. He will doubtless
find himself in the sad plight of
Humpty Dumpty. In one breath hd&
criticized this administration fof
making some additions to the machin-
ery of government; in the next he
declared he would add some new
units. Among other things he would
have a new department of industry
and labour under an additioanl Min-
ister with a Deputy Minister accept-
able to Iabour.

Last year he was for setting up an
industrial commission which, so far
as I could figure the matter out, was
to take over the major portion of the
business of government in this Pro-
vince. If my Honourable friend ever
becomes Premier I think that would
be a splendid move.

He criticized the Old
Board and would establish in its place
an entirely new and novel set up. He !
explained that he would discharge the
directors and all the investigators, |
clerks and stenographers, and have
one of the Ministers, I think he sug-
gested the Minister of Education, and
his deputy, do all their work. Let me
remind him that Ottawa furnishes
three-quarters of the pension moneys
and requires a very close check on
the entire Dusiness and  doubtless
would have a lot to say on his pro-
posal.

Yet again I am constrained to ob-
gerve that if the five gentlemen op-
posite ever take the fromt seatg on
this side of the House, it would be
a wise arrangement for them to take
over tlie work of the clerks and gten-
ographers in the various departments

experiences of a few

the problems of agriculture, develop-
ing his policies to improve agricultur-
al conditions and arranging for their
execution are only too ready to jump
into the fray.

“The only fault my colleague has, if
the same can be called a fault, is his
modesty. I am sure that this quality
of heart and mind will never cause
my Honourable friend opposite any
embarrassment.

Whatever may be said of the rest
of us, no fair minded person who has
any interest in agriculture and who
knows the facts. will deny that today
this Province has the best Minister
of Agriculture of our day and genera-
tion at least.

For the edification of my Honour-
able friend I would like to. quote
some comments which appeared on
October twenty-first last, in “The
Hartland Observer”, a newspaper nof
unfriendly to our friends opnposite. In
the editorial are set out eertain ob-
servations which Mr. W. W. Hubbard
made concerning my colleague's ad-
ministration of hig department. Many
of us know Mr. Hubbard who never
has been a supporter of this Govern-
ment. He is, however, a good citizen,
fair minded in his outlook, and wil-
ling to give credit, even to a political
opponent, when credit is due.

The editorial referred to
part as follows: §

reads in

Honourable |
o11- Ih;v.\'e particularly at the present time
of _agriculture |

conviction ; .
and executive governments that have

“I believe that we have had and

provincial ministers
tried to lead, but they have been re-
tarded by an apathy even among oe-
cupantg of farm lands that -has -pre-
vented -them from. diverting. to agri-
cultural ' promotions, revenues now
devoted to other formg of public ser-
vice. In this connection I cannot too
highly commend the action ‘of the
provincial minister . of agriculture,
Hon. A. C. Taylor, in opening up and
encouraging the marketing of our

change in the system of auditing.

potatoes in South America, which hag

without money. Surely his over-|'"
wrought imagination does mnot sug- The Leader of the Opposition yes-
gest to him that hot air will do the terday in the paroxysms of his gar-
trick. casm referred to the hog policy of
Let me assure him that the pro- the Department. He gave the be eon
gressive programmé carried on by {hog a real run around. At times I did | ———
the prestnt administration was de. |00t know whether he was chasing |
liberately designed for a sound p“r_‘g the hog or the hog was chasing him.
pose. Too long this Province has My FHonourable friend should
been trailing along in the dust of the |1%€ that when he attacks the Minister
other Provinces in Canada. W‘lth{m Agriculture he is likely to find
faith in the possibilites of our Pro- | limself on dangerous ground. My
vimce and with confidence in the | Honourable colleague needs no cham-
stability and good judgment of om‘p'\n in this Proviunce, but we who
people in the early days of our ten- i know the splendid job he is doing,
ure of office we mapped omt our | his untiring energy and zeal, his de- |
road programs, convinced that the|Yotion to his work, the long days and
same if carried out to completion |late nights he spends in working out

and set up an outside Commission, as

|
|
|
|

Age Pension |
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Fm Lowers of Fine Tea

EA

rernaps I ghould apologiZze to ‘the
House for the length of time taken
in disculsing my Honourable friends
opposite. ., Without further delay I
shall proceed to discuss some import-
ant matters.

First, however, I wish to associate
myself with previous gpeakers in the
various tributes that have been paid
to former members of this House,.as
well as to the late federal member
for Saint John-Albert, who in recent
monthg have crossed the Great Di-
vide. Their lives were rich in achieve-
ment, and their fine qualities of heart
and mind will live long asg a fragrant
memory with those who were privil-
eged to know them. It was of their
type that the poet wrote those im-
mortal lines,—

“The lives of great men all remind
us,

We can make our lives sublime;

And departing leave behind us,

Footprints on the sands of time.”

The B. N. A. Act
During the course of the debates
of this session there have been fre-
quent allusions to the crowning of

{year. No one could fail but observe
the deep sincerity of the sentiments
expressed on both sides of the Hous
|in reference to that great happening.

iIn no part of the Bmpire, I believe
|did the historic event stir up more
lintense feelings of loyalty and devo- |

ition than in New Brunswick.

l Reflecting upon the ¢eep meaning
lof last year’s Coronation—I have of-
[ton \\nn(lmed if the people this |
| Province fully realize the significance
|of certain trends which threaten the

of

Imaintenance of the ties which now
| bind this Province to the Mother
] Country.

On other occasionsg in this House

I have mentioned the attempts that
were being made to remove the char-
ter of this Province out of the cus-
tody of Westminister. = The proposal
has taken different forms. In the first
iinstance it was suggested that the
Parliament of Canada should be given
by the Imperial Parliament power to
amend the British = North America
Act: later it was suggested that the
Dominion Parliament should be em-
!powered to pass a new Constitution
lAct for itself and the Provinces,
iwhich of course could be amended
{from time to time by the Dominion

our King and Queen in May of lact]

T

jed to show that either scheme, if car-
ried out, would endanger the position
of this Province an indememdent
self-governing unit of the Empire,
sovereign within the sphere ef
legislative powers, and place it ix a
s pogition of subordination to e Do-
mnion Parliament. In fact it would
tend to bring about a legislative un-
ion in Canada which our forefathers
in 1867 wisely rejected in faveur o?
a federal union.
British (Connection

I have also sought on occasiem to s
isuggest that the proposed censtitut-
|ional changes would probably eesult
in altering the relationship of this
{Province with Great Britaim. Today
| we have our direct connectien with
the Mother Country which will be
!maintained so long as the charter of
'our Province remains domicHed “ af
| Westminster. While that coidition
|obtains, no action .of any Canadian
{authority other than this Legislature
can separate us from the Hmpire.

as

its

It is not my intention to elaborate
this matter at this time, but ir view
of certain suggestions that have been
thrown out, particularly in an article
iv&hxch appeared in a Canadiamn news-
:papor last November, written by one
{ who has been described as ‘the Veice

!or the Maritimes”, I wish to take the
| opportunity of saying that there has
ibeen no change in my attitude on
these questions.
{ The suggestion of a “mellowing” or
ichange of heart had basis in a
! confusion in the mind of some per-
|sons between the matter I have just
referred to and another matter, relat-
led it is true to the former, but of
quite different and signifi.
|(an(t

We on this side of the House have
never questioned that it might be
desirable to have the Imperial Par-
liament make some changes in the
division of legislative powers betiween
the Dominion and the Provinces
which' was established by the Imper-
jal Parliament when it passed the BE.
N. A. Act. For instance, it has been
suggested that it would be to the gen-
eral advantage to have the Immerial
Parliament amend the Act se ag to
effect a transfer from the Previnces
to the Dominion of jurisdictiom over
|unemployment insurance. This Legis-
lature may, or may not, agree te that
proposal. But in any event such 2

its

aspect

a

COME IN~—SEE THE

THREE GREAT SERIES

fwas done in Newfoundland, to runiParliament. proposal’ is quite distinct im its
) the affairs of the Province. | At different times I have endeavor- (Continued on Page Four)
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What 1938 Car has the most
Revolutionary Features?
|
nm car with mmom—m portant improvements no other
¢ for winter driving. wenoﬁ'er&;..tplusmty-
The First SUPER-THRIFT Engine  %¢Ve® more that pile up the
extra val AS
The First FATICUE-PROOF Ride your cncoey. Mo top o ol oo
The First Car With “SEA LEGS” g:w workmanship and bril-
: AUTOMATIC VACUUM GEARSHIFT  poones tot et e 1098 S0oahs
. SERVICE JRLUOM money and trouble. 1938 Nash
o ] C =83 New Improvements Yoa Wil prices make it doubly short-
ACR Want To See And Try For Yourself! d.ghwd to put up any longer
4 0SS A . mhnmwcn.(:m.h
“The wallop in this story is sce the tremendous lead 7
CANADA e.s « yOu get SIX basic, im- NASH has for 19381 .
s : ~—NASH DEALERS
OF CANADA >

THE GREAT
INDEPENDENT

OF 1938 NASH CARSI



