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AUSTRIA DEAD LONG | 
AEE BEFORE HITLER COUP 

(By Winston Norman) 
Poor Austria! Her doom was writ- 

ten in the faces, voices and minds of 
her peorle long before Hitler plan- 

ned his coup. Hitler didn’t kill Mas- 

iria. Austria was already dead, and 

the writer, in Vienna on news duty 

a few months ago, was told that by 

. Austrians themselves. 

“No matter what happens in Cen 
tral Europe,” one distinguished Vien- 

na correspondent told the writer 

“Austria and Czechoslovakia will lose 

Our situation is hopeless.” 

At that time Austria was still un- 
der the nominal ‘protection’ of Mus- 

solini. They weren't expecting a Nazi 

coup. ‘They were expecting a war. 

“Austria will be the battleground, 

another Viennese fold me, “and as 

for (Czechoslovakia—" 

He drew a map on the coffee-shop 

table. “This,” he said, “is what will 

happen to Czechoslovakia. This part 

goes to Germany. This part to Hun- 

gary. This part to Poland—and that 

is the end of Czechoslovakia.” 

They were not expecting Hitler to 

step in so soon, at the time of my 

vigit. Bat they didn’t have anything 

fo lose. The Austria that I saw had 

already been killed by the mayhem 

of Wilsonian self-determination, by 

the ten thousand to one inflation that 

followed the war, by the French pol- 
icy of keeping Middle Europe divid- 

ed, by League of Nations interfer- 

ence, and by the dreadful poverty 

and unemployment which were an 

outcome of all these factors. 

Gay and romantic Vienna! Her 

reason for existence gone, with Aus 
tria’s land gone. Her beautiful build 

ings dark and deserted. Her kindly 

smiling citizens, who speak such a 

quaint dialect of German, ‘trying to 

keep up a pretense of former great- 

ness. Threadbare clothes. Sik people 

doing the work of one. A terrific cost | 
of living. 

I saw people who gat in coffee shops 

day after day, hours at a time, sur- 

vet slowly starving. Proud people, 

with no money to buy food. Just sit- 

ting there, interminably using the 

proprietor’s newspapers, light and 

heat, because they had none of those 
things at home, and dared not walk 

the streets to wear out a precious 

pair of boots. The proud poverty of 

the Viennese was so terrible that! 

there was something almost comical 

about it. 

What a sad, decadent cynical, 

hopeless city Vienna had become! 

The chief indoor sport, hesides draw- 

ing maps of Middle European catas- 

trophe, was the mongering of plots, 

rumor, scares, political jokes, and 

downright bad lies. Even correspond- 

ents do it over there. Vienna is fam- 

ous for having produced, during the 

past few years, more false and fan- 

tastic news stories than any other 

city in Burope with the possible ex- 

ception of Budapest. 

The sense of despair and doom. in 

Austria was thicker than cold fogs 
along the Danube. Hatred of the Sch- 

uschnigg regime was widespread, par- 

ticularly among the Socialists. The 

Austrian press was totally abject. 

Oppressed by unemployment, the 

cost of living, and fear of their neigh- 

bors, the Austrian people were eat- 

ing out their souls. Even though they 

joked about it, the sight wasn’t pleas 

ant. It's not a cheerful thing to see, 
such decadence among a people who 

are normally gay, brave and proud. 

That's all ended now. Austria he- 

longs to Adolf Hitler. And I can re- 

port only one item of &ncouragemeni 

for readers who don't like fascism. 

At the time of my visit, everybody in 

Vienna was agreed flhat Austria 

would some day he the bone of con- 

tention over which those powerful 

dogs of war, Hitler and Mussolini 

“would get into open quarrel. 
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JOINT CONTROL 
FOR DISPUTED 

ISLES IS SEEN 
WASHINGTON, March 18—Thé 

United States and Great Britain may 
eventually exercise joint contro] over 
the little mid4Pacific islands of Can- 
ton and Enderbury, some officials 
indicated tonight. 

President Roosevelt has taken over 
the islands for commercial air bases 
but Britain has balked. Neville Cham- 
berlain, British Prime Minister, told 
the House of Commons tonight that 
the British Ambassador, Sir Ronald 
Lindsay, had been instructed to in- 
form the United States that Britain 
“reserves her right over the islands’. 

He also announced that “proposals 

will ‘be submitted in the hope of end- 

ing the controversy.” American offic- 

ials said they would give the propos- 

als friendly consideration in the hope 

of reachng an agreement soon. 

‘The British claim did not surprise 

State Secretary Hull. He told reporte 

ers it added nothing new to what he 

had said yesterday, and repeated -that 

each Government has a fairly accur- 

ate idea about the attitude of the oth- 
er. 

The proposals Chamberlain has in 

mind, officials thought might refer to 

joint control. They did not appear ad- 

verse to the suggestion. 

State Department geographers and 

historians, however, are of the opin- 

ion that the United States has a bet- 
ter right to the islands than Britain 
because of prior discovery and use. 

Navy officials were interested in 
the reply given in the British House 
of Commons by Geoffrey H. Shake- 

speare, Financial Secretary to the Ad- 
miralty, to a question whether the 

United States could use the new dry- 

dock at the Singapore naval base. 

Shakespeare said that it was a nor- 
mal practice for British authorities 

to permit foreign warships to be re- 

paired in British dockyards on a re- 

payment basis. 

American naval officials took this 

to mean that American warships 

could use the new drydocks, but they 

and the State Department said there 

was no agreement with Britain to | 

this effect. 

Joint Sovereignty ‘Proposed 
British diplomatic sources, com- 

menting on Prime Minister Chamber- 

lain’s statement in the House of Com- 

mons today that Great Britain could 

not recognize the United States Gov- 

ernment’s claim to the South Sea 

WILL TEXTILE 
INDUSTRY BE 

PILLORIED? 

With the tabling of the Turgeon 

Committee's report in the Hcusc of 

Commons, it may be expected that 

Canada’s textile industry will again 

be brought prominently before the 

public and debates about the textile 

tariff and reiated matters will en- 

sus. Without anticipatirg the text 

of the report, it may confidently be 

expected that it will contain a mass 

of statistical information gathered 

from the Commission's long investig- 

ation and that these statistics will 

furnish arguments: to both {ree- 

traders and protectionists. 

Valuable as such arguments may 

be, it is to be hoped that they wilt 
not obscure what may be called the 

human side of the textile industry. 

That side is represented by the fig- 

ures of the Dcminion Bureau of Stat- 

istics showing the number of per- 

sons employed and the wages and 

aries paid by Canadian primary 

textile industries. 

In 1935, the latest year 

complete statistics are available, 

Canada’s primary textile industries 
Beco 63,441 persons, paying them 

| $50,586,592 in salaries and wages. If 
the conservative estimate of two de- 

pendents for each employe be taken, 

this means that empioyment in prim- 

ary textile production supports dir- 

ectly more than 190,000 workers, or 

about 60,0000 dependents, are the 

largest single group. 

It is difficult to visualize 190,000 

persons, except by comparison with 

known centres of population. For 

example, the figure is more than 

double that of the population of the 

smallest province, Prince Edward TIs- 

land, estimated at 92,000 in 1936. If 

the industry were centralized in one 
place, that place would rank fifth 
among Canadian cities, according to 

1931 census figures, falling between 

Winnipeg, with a population of 218,- 

785 and Hamilton, with a population 

of 15567 The textile population ex- 

ceeds the combined population of the 

uext two largest cities of the Prairie 

Provinces, Qalgary and Edmonton. If 

the cities of Saskatchewan are taken 

for purposes of comparison, the com- 

bined povulations of Regina, Saskat- 

Gon, Mocse Jaw, Prince Albert, North 

Battlefobd and Swift Current fall 

short of the population directly de- 

for which 

pendent on the textile industry In 

Ontario, the combined populations of 

Ottawa nd London exceed the tex- 
tile population by only 7,000. 

It may be that “one reason for the 

textile industry's having been a pol- 

itical football for many years is tne 

fact that the families it supports are 

vot concentrated in one city or one islands of Canton and Enderbury, de- 

clared T.ondon would propose joint |’ 

sovereignty over the’ disputed terri- | 

tories. 

If the United States turns this | 

wn, they said, Britain wil] suggest | 

| «4 

[it must take in both powers’ 

{ments for 

arbitration, but whatever the solution | 

require- | 

airplane landing facilities 

What 1938 Car has the most 
Revolutionary Features? 

SERVICE 

ACROSS 

CANADA 

First car with CONDITIONED-AIR 
for winter driving. : 

The First SUPER-THRIFT Engine 

AUTOMATIC VACUUM GEAR-SHIFT 

— 83 New Improvements You Will 
Want To See And Try For Yourself! 

“The wallop in this story is 

The First FATIGUE-PROOF Ride your money. To top it ni ry 
“ » ‘sion workmanship an il- The First Car With “SEA LEGS ams fai ci Phat Gave YOi 

with 

. you get SIX basic, im- 

A 

portant improvements no other 
car can offer . . . plus seventy- 
seven more that pile up the 
extra value NASH gives for 

money and trouble. 1938 Nash 
prices make it doubly short- 
sighted to put up any longer 

and see the tremendous lead 
NASH has for 19381” i 

| 
| 

a SMALL CAR. Come in 

Hamilton, bave large and important 

textile mills, essentially textile man- 
tufacture is a small town industry. 

The latest directory of the industry 

i other 

|said: 

| group of islands. Last year the United. 

States government contested the val- 

Canton and Endenbury are sitnated 

political constituency. While certain 

large cities such as Montreal and 

ts 474 

Crisis would seem to be an obsol- 

ete term for describing the periodic 

Government upheavals in France. 

From the superficial factors, the fall 

of the second Chautemps Ministry is 

something less than what that term 

should imply. The issue is virtmally 

the same as that which tripped up 
the Premier eight weeks ago, namely 

the nation’s financial difficulties; but 

on pis own definition of it there is ‘no 

parallel’ hetween the present situa- 

tion and its predecessors. 

In all probability former Premier 

Chautemps was speaking of the pol- 

itical factors arising out of it rather 

than the financial situation itself. 

The coalition of 

porties upon which he has had to 
depend is no lo: 

beth Socialists 

with 

and Communists split 

the Radical Socialists in refus- 

ing tc grant the Government the de- 

cree powers it sought, they are them- 

selves dqivided, and daily becoming 

more so. If the plans of M. Chau- 

temps are the same as they were 

eight weeks ago, this is a welcome 

condition, and one well worth the 

resignation to take advantage of it. 

= 

of the somewhat higher protection if 

provided. In fact, prices of finished 

goods from Canadian mills declined 

more than the prices of the raw mait- 

erials, 

Ot is thus mot in the consumer’s 

interest that any radical change be 

made in the textile tariff. National 

welfare demands that no action be 
taken to jeopardize the livelihood of, 

POLITICS BEHIND THE CRISIS 

the United Front, entirety 

190,000 Canadian citizens. 

— « 

What is wanted by the Radical So- 

cialists he leads, the Moderate Soc- 

1alists and the moderate groups of 

the Right who follow M. Paul Rey- 

naud, and what Leon Blum could not 

get out of the last crisis, is a “ne- 

tional union” Government. The rea- 

son it could not be bad at that time 
was that M: Blum’'s own Socialist fol- 

lowers insisted on sticking to the 

United Front, refusing to bo separat- 

ed from the Communists. The Right 

groups, or some of them, would not 

hear of the Communists being in- 

cluded. Accordingly, M. Chautemps, 

wanting to veer Right but having to 

rely on the Left, formed a Ministry 

from the Radical Socizlists. 

This ‘narrow must varty basis” 

rer reliable. Though have made it obvious to him that he 

had no hope of obtaining decree 

powers. His sudden insistence on 

them (admitting their urgency) and 

the alacrity with which pe forced the 

issne on the Chamber. once the Sac- 

ialists and Communists had refused 

his offer to resign in their favor, in- 

dicate he understood this fact fully. 

The conclusion is that pe and others 
of the same mind saw the opportun- 

ity of getting the set-up they wanted 

out of a new ‘crisis,’ a National Un- 

ion, expected to be more cohesive 

under the stress and strain of events 

to come than the United Front. 

It may not work out just that way. 

If the inconsistency of French polit- 

ics is at all consistent, it probably 

won't. But under the difficulties, do- 

mestic and foreign, which beset the 

French Government, anything that is 

likely to produce umity is worth a 

trial. 

Pyrenees Frontier 
Is Guarded 

PARES, March 17—Great Britaia 
promised France naval aid tonight if 
Italian and German forces in Bpain 
menaced France's North African cem- 
munications. 
In return, Premier Leon Blum beld 

his cabinet France would mainkin 
non-intervention in Spain. 
By this decision, France kept ker 

border with government Spain shut 
to men and munitions and dropped 
her plans for an immediate effort 
with Great Britain to negotiate a 

Spanish truce. 

That the Spanish government am- 
peared to have stopped the insurg- 
ents’ drive toward the Mediterranean 
at least temporarily, also was cited 

by Blum as enabling France to keeps 

her frontier shut. 

Preparations, nevertheless, went 

ahead to assure the security of 

| France's Pyrenees border as well as 

the freedom of communication em the 

Mediterranean, vital sea roadway ef 

France and the British Empire. 

The Army, it was said, judged the 

70,000 troops now garrisoned on the 

Spanish border as sufficient wander 

any circumstances. The Navy was 

planning to add extra ships te its 

| Mediterranean patrol. Four destroyers 

will be based at Port Vendres, closer 

to the Spanish waters than the Toul- 
ouse base. 

Mr. Chamberlain's answer to Blum's 

appeal was taken to the French For- 

eign Office by Sir Eric Phipps, the: 
British ambassador, before the prime 

minister announced to the House of 

Commons that Britain would adhere 

to Spanish neutrality. ’ 

the only oj 

employment, 

industries them 

are dependent on textile mills for the 

exist, many of 

sale of their products. Citizens of 

St. Catharines are well aware of 
what textiles mean to this city and 

the rest of the Niagara Peninsula. 

It was clearly shown in the course 

of the textile inquiry that average 

net profits of the industry in relation 

to sales were not only moderate, but 

were lower than the profits generally 

considered reasonable in industrial 

investment. In the case of the most 

important group, cotton "textiles, net 

profits over a ten-year period aver- 

aged only 5.6 per cenit. 

It ‘was also shown that textile pri- | 

ces in Canada fell during the period 

ther 1936 tariff was in force, in spite 

on the islanda. according $5 well-in- 

formed opinion: 

Mr. Chamberlain, answering 

servative and Opposition 

Con- 

questions, 

“His Majesty's government main- 

tain all their rights to the Phoenix’ 

idity of the British claim 

Phoenix group of islands, 

to the 

in which 

and declined to recognize the Order- 

in-Council of March 18, 1937. 

“Sir Ronald Lindsay (Ambassador 

to Washington) has been instructed 

to inform the United States Govern- 

¢ 

{ 

A 

-./in the United Kingdom cannot regard | 

ithe juridical situation as in any way 

included landing on Canton Island. 
{ 

| 
Fe 
| 

Im 
[15 

satisfactory to both parties.” 

ment “that his Majesty’s Government 

ffected by their recent action, which 

ei island hsds been effectively 

cupied by his ‘Majesty's - Govern- 

ment,: on Aug. 5, 19327; and an admin- 

strative officer - now regides there. 

He (Sir Ronald) is instructed-to add 

| that hig: Majesty's Government main- 

[ tain all their. Tights to ihe Phoenix: 

group. x & ih 

“It is hidandéa: in the $8 aisle 

fats to “submit provosals to the | 
United States government, which, it’ 
is “hoped,” will serve as a basis for 
ending this controversy in a ‘manner 

i. 3 3 
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Take Your Time. says mus Picotac 
It is the considered and declared opinion of Mt. Picobac that if 
it were not for Mrs. Picobac he, Mr. Picobac, would not amount 

HANDY 
SEAL-TIGHT 
POUCH 15¢ 

- 15Lb,"LOK-TOP” TIN 60c 
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to much. She is the ballast and the motive power of the 
Picobac ship, and the compass, too, on many an occasion. 

“You eat too fast,” said Mrs. Picobac. “You should give 
yourself time to finish your breakfast.” 

“Now mother,” chuckled Mr. Picobac, who very well pleased 
with the state of his digestion was busy filling his pipe from a 

Picobac “SEAL-TIGHT” Pouch—"“Don’t you worry about 
me. 

when : id 'm wn, 

I'm not dosing any. weight. You never see me smoke 

“What are you doing now?” said Mrs. Picobac. 

“I'm waiting for you to pour me another cup of coffee,” said 
Mer. Picobac. 

mild . . . cool . . . sweet smoke. 

“And after I finis h that I'll be all ready for a 
There's nothing better for a 

man’s disposition after a square meal than a mild «cool... 
sweet smoke of Picobac.” 

~ Grown Sunny, Southern Ontario 

Have you tried Picobac Siiced ili vest pocket tin /5¢ 


