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Romantic Is The Story [LAST YEAR WAS THE WORST HOME MERCHANTS 

Of Alexander McKenzie 

His Peaceful Conquest of Forest Lake Prairie and 

Mountain Has Not Been Without Sacrifice 

Not Since the War Has So Many Disasters Rained 
On the French Republic 

Paris, January 18—(BiU.P.)—Hav- the general corruption and dishonesty 

ling came to the end of 1934, let us that seemed to him to prevail through- 

look back at the past 12 months and out the country. 

see what sort of a year it has been And finally, just as the year was 
from the French point of view, ending and French spirits were run- 

Retrospection in this case does mot ning high in anticipation of the Christ- 

appear to be very pleasant. On leav- mas festivities, a fresh calamity was ' 

ma | 

There have been other conquests earnest remonstrances to me to has- 

of that vast extent of territory known ten our departure; but as I was de- 
as Canada, in their story, equal in termined not to leave the place, ex- 
daring and privation those recorded cept I was absolutely compelled to it, 

nnder the annals of war. Romance is till T had ascertained its situation, 

there also and what might be termed |these solicitations were not repeated. been urged to ‘stand me a drink on Andre Citroen, one of France's great-| the “peace time” conquest of ShosY Tn relating our danger, his agitation the strength of the universal goodwill est industrialists, was reported to be 
vast areas of forest and lake, river £4 was so violent that he foamed at ihe which seems to prevail everywhere bankrupt, | 
stream. prairie wt SENET id mouth. Though 1 Js not oto ty Christmas, 1 wished him the cus- At first, the news of the motor mag-' 
go to make up this vast dominion, has free from apprehensions on the OG “Bonne Annee.” He shrugged nate’s difficulties failed to ruffle the E 

not been without te heroes and toll of casion, it was necessary tor me to ais gg shoulders and repiled cynically: Frenchman’s high spirits for he re- 
LE aa eit [guise Rien 68 Sm usigleZ york Panic: py oy will not be very difficult for membered that this was not the first SR stricken, and some of them asked if! vear cannot possibly be time that he was known to be in trou- 

my determination to the last one has heen” ble. It was almost a yearly ailment of 
2 hE, Tras 

Pacific i ; if 4 

there to be sacrificed? My reply was this over, IT am sure that the great concern, and so far its direc- 
the same as their former importuni-! 

Sir Alexander MacKenzie, 

stood on the shores of the 

Ocean on that day in July, 1793, 

the coming 

Temam | oo .ce than 

On thinking G and 

thereby estabiished in the Hall of he was unconsciously giving me *he tors had always managed to satisfy A 3: 5 : "ties receiv at r } x . . . 
Sea TN ties had received, that I would not to inton of 40,000,000 other French. his creditors eventually, This time 

the continent, has left a journal of his str till T had accomplished my ob men. greater difficulties seemed to be in H at ond it Fakes Yhitiline ject.” No wonder he succeeded in , his way however, for his old backers 
§ Eh Ee ~ crossing the continent! Not since the war have so many dis- __ ) t 8 pie. The H reading. In the notes of his diary for asters rained om ifs Tepibie rain would not come to his rescue. e 

ds = < C . - S RS 
. 

. > : vse 
9 July 19th, of that year, he records’ Sir Alexander MacKenzie little possibility of 29,000 men being the course of the past year. When 

(barely a few days old, 1934 unfolded a 

[series of financial crises which— to 
| make matters worse — developed al- 

most immediately into a long list of 
public scandals when it ‘was revealed 

thrown out of work—in spite of Cit- 
roen’s assurance of the contrary—daid 

not help the French to enjoy their 

Christmas holiday. H 

Yes, perhaps my friend was right. 

However bad 1935 may be it cannot be 

worse than 1934. 

‘While on the subject of Andre Cit- 

that they had their first glimpse of knew that memorable day he stood on 
the Pacific from a village on the river the shores of the Pacific, and as he 

He was toiling 
H down which he was proceeding. westward through the 

also mentions casually that in the pre- mountains to his goal, that avout a 

vious village which they touched the month before Captain George Vancou- 

same day “There we lost our dog, a ver, on a voyage of discovery of the 

circumstance of no smell regret to North Pacific Ocean in the H.M.S, 
me.” Alas! the dog, except only for “Chatham,” had that 
some thirty-six miles, missed being place Vancouver reaching the position 
the first dog recorded to rcach the on June 4th, 1793! Neither knew the 
Pacific from the interior. On the 20th other was in the vicinity. 

and 21st MacKenzie continued his| Some 79 years later the continent 

journey westward to the sea which | was again to be crossed, this time by 

that a certain number of highly-placed H 
officials in political, police and even 
judicial circles were involved in them. Id t boli I : 
The real “Big Bad Wolf” of the year ~~ Co 70t believe that I have ever 

seen a well-known manufacturer so 

and universally criticised as 

he has been in the past few weeks. 

It may seem paradoxical that M. 

is attributed to ad- 

ministrative methods which in many 

beer at very 

is of course Stavisky since it’ was his 

| downfall that eventually brought to 
light the endless list of scandals that 

followed death throughout the 

"year. 

openly 

Lis 
was now in view and on the latter another Scotchman, Sir Sanford TFlem- Citroen’s failure 
date the party landed at the ruins of a |ing, in a project to throw two bands of 
village overgrown with weeds and in steel acrosss much the same country America— 

He 
revelations was only too clearly re- is accused of having had too much op- 
vealed in the bloody February riots on timism in his policy of continual ex- 

The extent to which public opinion other countries—notably 

was aroused over these unfortunate are considered extremely sound. 
the centre of which was 

temple. On landing, they immediately | stupendous undertaking of linking the 

took possession of a Tock which just | Atlantic with the Pacific. This anmibi- 
about afforded space for the party and tious preliminary step, however, was 
which provided admirable facilities |not to be accomplished without the 

for defence in case of an attack. There 

a sort of trod by his fellow countryman, in the 

which occasion the indignant Pari- pansion. His critics point out that like | 
'sians poured into the streets once a few other French industrialists who 

i M loss of twenty-one lives, twelve more to demonstrate their anger to have crashed in recent years, Andre by 
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Joseph Kileel. they slept and the next day, after as- drowning, seven by burning in forest the government. Citroen after a short visit to America 
certaining his position, MacKenzi2 fires and two from natural causes. The Judge Prince murder which fol- returned greatly impressed by their PLUMBING: 
records the now memorable inscrip-; When Sir Sanford Fleming started lowed almost immediately on Srav- methods and immediately proceeded Arthur F. Betts, isky’s mysterious death had evident'y to adopt them in France. What they PHOTOGRAPHS: tion—"“] now mixed up some vermil- 

lion in melted grease and inscribed in 

large characters on the southeast face 

of the rock on which we had slept last 

out from Halifax, Nova Scotia, on July 
1st, 1872, a significant date, he was 
only able to traverse 957 miles of the 

not done much to appease the pubiic. invariably failed to understand was 

Then, while the laborious and endless that conditions in France and Amer- 
|research—complicated by an incred- ica differed to such an extent that no 

way by railway. From Halifax to New- 
castle. thence to Quebec City: from 

MacKenzie, From [Canada hy land, Quebec City through Montreal, Ot- 
the twenty-second days of Juiy, One tawa and Toronto to Collingwood, On- 
thousand, seven hundred and ninety- tario, and there the steel ended. Be- 
three.’ yond lay same 5347 miles which had 
On this date, he also records, speak- to be traversed by steamer, canoe and 

ing of their guide— “The young man ‘rowboat: by waggon and 

night this brief memorial ‘Alexander 

carriage; 
Was now very anxious to persuade our land on horseback and on foot some 

. people to depart, as the natives, he 1510 miles, He reached New Woest- 

minster, British Columbia, on October 

malignant character. [4th in the same year. Today, 

said, were as numerous as mosquitoes 

and of a very a travel- 
This information produced some very !ler can step aboard a Canadian Na-| 

———— ~~ I= a 
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ible amount of ‘red tape” was being 

into both the original scandal 

and the ensuing murder, to the exas- 

peration of the 

scandal after another was revealed, 

each one helping to shatter the stead- 

| ily dwindling confidence of the 

Frenchman in his administrative of- 

ficials, 

Then at the end of the summer and 

fat a time when even Stavisky’'s name 

|was almost forgotten, an even greater 

[made 

entire nation, one 

{blow was dealt the French nation in 

{the appalling tragedy of King Alexan- 
der's death. That a foreign monarch, 

|a friend of France and their guest, 

{should fall on their soil, a martyr to 

an assassin’s bullet, proved a sad 

blow to French pride. 

| Continuing the “Scandals,” the reve- 
{lation that a Police Inspector—Paul 

Marianni, who enjoyed a mfRileged 
| 

| position in the French police force— 
| 

had been guilty of an incredible num- 
| ber of crimes for years, oniy confirm- 

led the average Frenchman's belief in 

be 
| tional Railways train and be whisked 

away across the continent from Hali- 

(fax to Vancouver, 

|through the Rockies surveyed hy Sir 

[Sanford Fleming, In 

{Sanford states “It has been found that 

following the route 

his report, Sir 

pf all the 
| 
| passes 

Rocky 
| [ 
| 

threcugh the main 

Mountain chain between 

International Boundary and the 53rd 
parallel of latitude (North), the Yel- 
[Too Head Pass is the most favorable, 

[and that the approaches from both 

|sides of the mountain range are of 

{such a character as to render con- 
{struction of a railway across the great 
| continental watershed a far less diffi- 
{cult matter than was previously im- 

lagined.” 

| During the 

| special cruises are being operated by 

coming summer, four 

the Canadian National Steamslips 
[alone the Pacimic Coast from Van- 
rcouver to Alaska with the twin-serew 

[S. S. “Prince Robert” one of the fin- 
est and fastest passenger vessels 

Nortn 

in 

the 

Ifirst eruise commencing on June 28th 

the Pacific coast waters, 

and each occupying eleven days and 
on the southbound journey the ship 
will pass close by the rock on which 

Sir Alexander MacKenzie painted his 

historic inscription. 

the 

methods which applied to the one 

could possibly be expected to give sat- 

isfactory results in the other. 

: And yet, in the middle of the gen- 

eral depression of 1930, the Citroen 

firm calmly proceeded to tear down 

their old factories and build new ones 

capable of turning out twice the num- 

ber of cars that it sold even in the 

boon era and preceding the depres- 

sion. 

Nothing 

Andre Citroen’s 

than his advertising schemes. Every 

visitor to Paris is familiar with the 

gigantic illumination of the Eiffel 

Tower by night. Millions of electric- 

light bulbs flash on and off all night 

to advertise hig cars. As the Eiffel 

Tower is almost a thousand feet high 

and the advertising covers all four 

sides from summit to base, it is per- 

haps not so astonishing as it seems 

‘at first that the cost of this enterprise 

is over $6,000 a day. 

Another advertisinlz stunt — ithe 

crossing of Asia by a fleet of Citroen 

cars—cost 25,000,000 francs (about 

$1,500,000). It is evidence that at this 

rate of expenditure an incredible num- 

ber of cars would have to be sold to 

pay for the advertising alone—not to 

mention producing profits, 

Still in spite of this criticism I am 

glad to see that the press has not com- 

pletely forgotten what this great in- 

dustrialist has done for his country. 

is more characteristic of 

industrial methods 

It is a notable fact that one's bene- 

factor rarely praised still 

beneficial and only taken for granted 

whereas when he stumbles he is eriti- 

is when 

cised freely and all his past successes 

Citroen to 

place the joys and advantages of mo- 

forgotten. has done more 

toring within the reach of the ordin- 

ary man than any other manufactur- 

er, More than that, he has also given 

direct employment to over 30,000 peo- 

ple and helped to maintain indirectly 

countless thousands more, 

Like cafe friend, will also 

turn to the new year with optimism. 

my he 

This export market for frozen poul* 

try has opened up earlier than in 1934. 

‘Already 2,000 boxes of chickens have 

arrived on the British market, with 
more shipments to follow. One ship’ 

ment from the Western Provipces is 

‘routed via the Panama Canal . 
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