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[ AFTER
moTURE TRUST

Enqulry Has Begun

Before Special Ex-

~aniner Hacker of Philadelphia—Claim is
Made That it is an Illegal Combination
Under the Sherman Antitrust Law---
Movmg Picture Business Has Grown to
Enormous Proportions in Recent Years

New York, Jan. 16—Before Bdward

Hacker of Philadelphia, sitting at a
special examiner by appointment of
the United States District Court,
the taking of testimony has been
commenced bere in the government’s
suit a gainst the so-called motion
picture trust. The purpose of the
suit is to dissolve the combination
on the ground that its existence is
in violation of the Shermgn anti-
trust law.
" The case is regarded by the govern-
ment as ope of its most important
it brings
squarely to issue the relation of the
patent laws of the Sherman statute.
Ten prominent motion picture com-
cerns are accused of combining to
monopolize the business through the
Motion Picture Patents Company, a
corporation organized for the purpose
of holding patents, and the General
Film Company.

The marvelous growth of the
motion picture business in the past
decade and the fact that mo village
is too sm=zll Yo have a picture show
brings the matter close to the hearts
of the people. It is estimated that
a sum greatly in exoess of $100,000,-
the aggregate of in-
vestments in the different branches
of the business, divided among the
manufacturers of the cameras, films
and exhibiting machunes the rental
exchanges and the “theatre owners.

The ““Motion Picture Trust’’ made
Its appearance in 1903 at which time
there were ten manufacturers or im-
porters, about 100 rental exchamnges
and 6,000 exnibitors. The keenest
competition existed at that time. As
a result the manufacturers undertook
te combine under the new scheme of
patent conirol. The government
tharges that in pursuance of this
plan the Motion Picture Patents
Company was incorporated in New
Jersey, and to it the manufacturers
assigned their patents, under provis-
ions guaranteeing the companies cer-
tain royalties.

From tke patents company the
manufacturers took back licenses,
binding themselves so that only
licensed films could be used and then
only in licensed machines. Royalties
3f $2 per week were to be collected

pays more for the rental of a film
than he formerly paid to buy it
outright.

All rental exchanges were reguired
to enter into license agreements with
the result that many were drivem out
of business. The exhibitors were
divided among the different exchanges
and each exhibitor was required to
obtain his entire supply of films‘from
one exchange.

In 1910 the trust started out to
monopolize fhe rental exchange busi-
ness and organized the General Film
Company, which proceeded to ac-
quire the business or cancel the
license of every rental exchange in
the United States except one. It
bought out fifty-seven exchanges, for
which it paid upwards of 58,000,000
in cash and notes and nearly $8,000,-
000 more in preferred stock. At the
same time the patents company can-
celed the licenses and thus drove out
of business about fifty exchanges,
with the result that of all the ex-
thanges doing business when the
lrust was orgamnized four years ago,
only one, the Greater New York Filmy
Company, survives.

The patents company absolutely
2ontrols every branch of the ‘business
according to the government’s allega-
tions and if an exhibitor’s license is
:gnceled he cannot obtaln pictures in
the United States. What is claimed
to be one of the most iniquitous
ieatures of the combination is its
jeadly grip on the motion picture
theatres. Its power enahles it to
open or close a theatre in any part
of the country at will. The charge
is made that in many of the large
cities certain houses enjoy the fav-
oritism of the ‘‘trust’” because the
officers and members of the combine
have financial or other interests in
them, and that in order that the
favored ,houses may enjoy the limit
of profitavle business other houses
that might interfere with that busi-
ness have been summarily forced to
slose their doors.

, The trial of the government’s suit
against the ‘‘trust’’ is expected to
axtend well into President Wilson’s
administration. After taking testi-
mony here Examiner Hacker will
tonduct similar hearings in Chicago,
Philadelphia and several other cities.

and no more films were to be sold,
but only leased. The allegation is
made that under the new plamn the |
prices were gradually increased until
the exhibitor

The defnse, it is understood, will
{be based wholly upon fhe claim that
the defendant companies are merely
pxercising the lawful monopolies of
lhf:ir patent rights.

- HOME RULE BIL
SIAGE |

London, Jan. 15—The Home Rule
biil started on its final stage in' the
house of commons today and the oc-
casion was mgrked by two speeches
seldom exzcelled in the house, by the
prime mipister, Hon, Herbert H. As-
quith and Hon. Arthur J. Balfour,
the former leader of the opposition,
who have no equals as parliamentar-
ians.

Oher speakers representing all part
ies, followed and the dgbate finaily
was adjourned until tomorrow, when
a division will be taken. The bitter-
ness which bills of a similar nature

arou;sa_d in the past was largely ab-
sent in the, discussion today, but
with the harder hitters on the pro-

gramme for tomorrow, this may not
oe continued.

When the orders of the day were
called and Mr. Baifour at the reyjuest
of the opposition leader, Amdrew
Bonar Law, moved the rejection of
the measure; the house was crowded
to its capacity and every seat in the
galleries was occupied by inberested
lisbeners.

Mr.

es for which he is famous, and which

rouszs his supporters to the height

Balfour who has been absent
from parliament for some weeks, while
not so fluent as the prime minister,
delivered one of those telling speech-

NFNAL
N BRITISH ROUSE

of enthusigsm and commands the re-
spect of his oppoment.
LIKENS ULSTER TO THE AMERI-

CAN COLONIES

He dealt with the bill in a general
way and particularly laid stress on
the case of Ulster, the present condi-
tion of which he likened to that of
the American colonies before the re-
volution. He charged the govern-
ment with showing a dangerous want
of appreciation of that section.
Pointing his finger at. the govern-
ment bench, Mr. Balfour concluded.

“I1f plood be spilled, which God
forbid,* the real assassins will be
those who have never had the cour-
age to face the situation.’

Premier Asquith defended the hill
from every standpoint. He pleaded
with the house to forget the past and
give Ireland what the vast majority
demanded. He laid stress on the safe-
guards introduced in the bill to pre-

er reasonable safeguards,

vent Protestants from bheing oppress-
ed by the majority and repreated the
government’s offer to insert any oth-
if only the
opposition could tell what was want-
ed. The premier recalled that Mr.Bal-
four had made the same gloomy pre-
dictions. as he did today, when the

[ORY FEUD OVER ThE AlGHWAY
BRIDGE 15 BECOMING WARM

Last week if, will be remembered,
the York County Council, by a un-
animous resolution, asked the provin-
cial government to keep the Freder-
icton bridge open for traffic during
the winter segson. The councillors
representing the Parish of St. Mary’s
and Town of Marysville were ap-
pointed a commiltee to wait on the
chief commissioner of public works,
present the resolution and urge that
it be complied with. Before the com-

mittee could act, Mr. H. M. Blair,
secretary of the board o1 works,
notified Mr. W. K. Jonah, caretaker

of the structure, to close the bridge
and keep it closed during the winter
mionths. Mr. Jonah procured a few
superannuated bogrds and mnailed
themy across the entrance to the
structure. This was the means of
closing the bridge for traftic until
Dr. H. H. McNally of this city, who
enjoys a large practice in Marysville
and vicinity, came along
big auto to answer
call across the river. The knowing
ones say that it is largely to spite
Dr. McNally that the bridge has been
closed. Be is said to entertain this
opinion himself and the result was
that when he came to the obstruc-
tion he did not go through the for-

|mality oY obtaininz an injunction,
which would hgve peen a slow pro- |
cess, but stopped his car, removed

the boards and forthwith tramsferred

himself and his auto to the other
side. This haoverci o~ne day last
week. The following day he again

attempted to cross and again found
the boards bdlockinr his pathway
Once more he stopped the guto and
once more the boards came down. He
has been required to repeat the per-
formance a number of times and is
getting kind of tired of it. His time
is valuable and if the public works

with his
a professional

x1h(' trouble he
<\Iu] in has a pull with the secretany

departiment persists in blocking the
auto wheels of progress, he will
psobably be compelled to render an
account to the province for his ser-
vices,

Many people are at a loss to know
why there should be so myich tom-
foolery in connection with the Fred-
ericton Highway Bridge. It is said

to be the only steel highway br dge
in the province which is closed dur-
ing the winter months. The people
want it kept open; the loocal mem-
bers for York, with possibly one ex-
ception, wart, it jopen and the{eounty,
counecil of York wants it open. The
chief commissioner of public works
is in record as stating that there is
no reason why it should be closed.
Who then, is it that dinsists on the
bars being put up? Not the care-
taker, for he worked on the same
job last winter and it is understood
has not yet been paid for his ser-
vices. The Mail has made some en-
cWries and finds that the only person
who is really anxious to have the
hridga closed is Dr. B. M. Mullin of
S8t. Mary’s, who entertains @ personal
and a professional grudge against
Dr. McNally and wants to make all
can for him. D,

iof the public works department and

‘lhl‘ two of themr appear to be able

to thwart the will of the people’s
representatives and keep up this
farce. If Premier Flemming has any
regard for the interests of the puhlic
he will not allow one of the depart-
ments of the governwment to he used
as an agency Mr giving vent to
persomal spite. The bridge should be
kept open. not because Dr. McNally
has frequent occasion to use it but

in the public
he onen and
should be

because it is decidedly
interests that it shon'd
there is 1o reason why
t'losed.

it

Sails Saturday from

This City

The Barl of Ashburnham will sail
from Halifax Saturday by the Allan
Line steamer Grampian for Englgnd
where he will settle the estate which
Las become his through the death of
his elder brother Bentram fifth Earl
of Ashburnham which occoirred in
Sarig yesterday morning aiter ‘a
lingering illness from bronchitis. The
Mail on Saturday last announced
that the illness of the late earl had

—

reached a stage which was consider-
ed fatal. The decegsed was in his
seventy-third year.

The sixth ear! who is the Hon.
Thomas Ashburnham tas made ¢ his
home in Fredericton for upwards of
ten years was married some years
ago to Mfss Maria Anderson dauglht-
&r. ol the, late W. H* son, of
this city and one of ericton’s
most popular ladies.

The cablegram cortaining the sad
intelligence that the fifth earl hasd
passcd away was from Lady Holland
s ster of the deceased. The pretent
Earl of Ashburnham has lost three
brothers withkin a year.

FARL OF ASHBURNHAM
~ LEAVING FOR ENGLAND

Halifax by Steamer

Grampian--Succeeds to Title and Es-
tates Through Death of Elder Brother
at Paris Yesterday---Will Return for
Wife Formerly Miss Maria Anderson of

y e -
of ““A” Squadron of Sunbury County
The earl after settling his ;jusiness
to Frederic-

in England will return

ton and will then take the countess

to the family seat.,in Sussex, BEng-

land to reside.

STOCK MARKET
gy L

(By direct private wires to g, .

Mackintosh & Co., 550 QUU*
St., Fredericton, N.B.)

New York, N.Y., Jan. 16—On the
whole the market showed an inaprov-
ing tendency during the first half
hour and sentiment improved as
prices advanced. The change in sen-
timent did not, however, reflect a
romplete turning away from hearish
views. It merely rcacted on the ex-
pectation of a little further rally, a
couple of points or so. Bear pres-
sure was exerted upon Virgia Chem-
ical and the stock broke to 39§.
Cotton 0il declined in sympathy.

The selling of Virginia Chemical was

The present earl was born in 1855 |pelieved by traders to have beem en-
and served in the Imperial Army for [acted to facilitate accumulation —Of
soms years. He was an officer ‘ol sther issues.
the 7th Hussars, and ‘saw active Open Noon
service drr me th~ Egyptain war and ALY el 73%
was present at the battle of Tel- el-‘hmln(“ s 72
Kebir. He was ir. South Africa at | Tobacco ... 28P4
the time of the Jameson Raid, nndiAtchis(m St AR 0 1044
was also A.D.C. to Lord Abeerdeen HO A e R R 2414
while the latter was Lord Lie utenant | BN L o e i A O 161}
of Ireland. 115,20l U SRR LA AN S 1613

Upon the orgarization of 1911 of | Northern Pacific 118§
the 28th New Brunswick Dragoons he | Reading .. ..... ... 4.« 163%
wos appointed major in command Union Pacific ........ 1584

- S Stleel 0 o 63§

Liberals gave self-government to| MONTREAL MORNING SALES
South Africa.

The TUnionists and Liberals con- | (BY direct private wires J. M. Rob-
tinued the debate until after dinner, inson & Somns, bankers
when T. P. O'Connor ¢ave the bill St. John, N.B.)
his “blessing in lLeholf ' cf the Na- | Bank of N. B.—5 @ 273.
tionalists. Royal Bank—2 @ 223; 5 @ 223}.

ROUMANIA IS
10 BEM

ORTED

Been Unchanged

London, June 16—A cable despatch
says Roumanian troops are now mob-
ilizing. It is reported that the Balkan
allies will not renew the war until
Turkey has time to study the note
of the European Ambassadors.

London, Jan. 15—The Balkan king-

doms have not weakened in ther
determination to re-open the war,
unless Turkey accepts their terms

quickly. In deference to the powers
they may withhold the execution of
their resolve a few days longer than
seemed likely yesterday. They wish
the world to know that their policy
is unchanged.

As allies they
loctrine of “The
Balkan people,”” at a time when it
appeared almost presumptuous folly
to the great nations of Europe and

inaugurated the
Balkans for the

they declare now that they purpose
to maintain the right which their
united armies won to. be considered

a great indv})en(lmﬁ nation and man-
age their own diplomacy according
to their own ¥Views of what their
1ational interests demand.

They assert that their diplomatic
course is a straight forward and
frank one, and, while willing to con-
cede a brief period of delay for Tur-
key’s answer, it is not with a view
f resuming mnegotiations on any
modified. basis. When on December
23 they presénted their terms, the
Turks, in their characteristic way,
thought that the allies were bluffing,
and in turn preseni:ted on Decempber 28
zounter proposals, which failed to
take into account the war and re-
astablished the situation as it was
previous to the war. The counter
proposals the allies rejected as “un-
wcceptable and undiscussable.”’

ALLIES’ TERMS WILL NOT BE
MODIFIED.

Since then the Balkan States have
not changed their. terms one iota,
while the Turks have receded all
\long the line, except on the question
of Adrianople and the Aegean Is-
lands.

The allies have adopted an attitude
of stern firmmess in order to convince |
Turkey that no alternative is 'pos-
sible for the conclusion of peace but |
the acceptance of their original con-
ditions, but in so doing they have
not wished to hurt the susceptibili-
ties of the powers or alienate their
sympathies.. They give this as a rea-
somn for their decision to await pat-

17ING TROOPS

Situation in Europe Has a More Serious
Look---The Balkan Allies Will Give
Turkey Time to Study Powers note Be-
foreResuming Hostilities—-They want the
Worid to Know That Their Policy Has

iently the result of the acts of the
powers to Constantinople, which may
take any of three following forms:

First—Turkey refusing flatly to fol-
low the advice of Europe.

Second—Turkey giving an inconclu-
sive answer with the object of fur-
ther postponing a decision.

Third—Turkey asking for a contin-
uation of the peace negotiations here
on a new proposal which might pro-
vide for the preservation of Adrian-
ople, hut the dismantling of its for-
tifications and a pledge under guar-
antee of the powers mot to attempt
any work in the future on the forti-
fications of the town.

UP TO TURKEY NOW.

Should Turkey refuse to follow the
advice of the powers, or give an eva-
sive answer, the allies will carny out
their plan already announced and ask
for the convocation ofithe conference
at whicn they will officially break off
the negotigtions. This will be fol-
lowed by the denunciation of the
armistice. If Turkey offers a new
proposal, the Bulgarian delegation,
having precise instructions, will in-
sist on its claim fSor Adrianople, but
will refer the matter to Sofia for
consideration.

At a meeting today the ambassa-
dors discussed the situation without
apparently coming to any further
conclusicn. At first several of the
ambassadors seemed to be disposed
to take offense at what they termed
“‘the insubordination of the allies in
taking simultaneous action with the
powers and intimidating Turkey with
another ultimatum,’’ which these am-
bassadors remarked would only have
the efiect of neutralizing the action
>f Europe.

Sir Edward Grey, the British for-
i_n secretary, and the other ambas-
sadors, succeeded in calming their
2olleagues: by demonstrating that the
intention of the allies had been mis- .
represented. They themselves had
{given a full explanation that they
'iid rnot intend to hamper the action
af the powers but to put themselves
lin readiness to take the matter in
Hhvu own hauds if the efforts of
Europe proved fruitless.

This incident over, the ambassadors
Mxetuﬁicd the qm‘\tlon of the Aegean
Nelanwd: the Albanian frontiers and
the Ottoman public debt, but in a
zeneral manner and without any at-
tempt to approach a solution.

MANY RAILWAYS

the firemen and railways, have failed

wnd a strike ballot wilt be taken: 54
roads east of Chicago and north of
Ohio and Potomac employinz about
35,000 firemen are invoived.

Merchant's Bank—3 @ 1944.

Bank of Montreal—30 @ 245.

Bank of N. S,—2 @ 265.

C. P. R. Rights—762 @ 18; %0 @
18.

C. P. R—25 @ 242; 25 @ 242%; 50)\@
242%.

Montreal Power—205 @ 236; 30 @
236%.

N. S. Steel—25 @ 85; 5 '@ 86.

Crown Rns‘ne~\’0 @ 350.

Dom. Coal—3 @ 112.

Dom. Steel—3 @ 354; 20 @ 55; 150
@ 66.

New C. P. R.—} @ 30.

Cement Pfd.—25 @ 92%.

Woods—5 @ 118%

Tucketts—25 @ b‘l

Toronto Street—5 @ 142.

Bell Phone Rights—270 @ 10;
9; 50 @ 11.

Bell Phone ex-rights—20 @ 157; 20
var 158.

Cement—125 @ 28.

Detroit—175 @ 78.

Cottons pid.—50

77%.
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Mr. W. B. Brown of St. John is

in the city.
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WILL BE INVOLVED
New York, -Jan. 16—All efforts to}
rhitrate the wage dispute between

5@ |

ON NAVAL POLICY

Ottawa,  Jan. 15—The government
is displaying an inclination to get
away from the discussion of the navy
Today they decided that there would
not be discussion of the naval issue
every day of the week, but that there
should be time given to the business
of private members.

Parcel post and the Montreal har-
bhor commission were dealt with in
parliament today. Hon. Mr. Lemieux
urged that the time was ripe for the
establishment of a parcel post system
Canada and Postmaster General
stated that he had the mat-
consideraticn.

in
Pelletier

ter under

Hon. Mr. Lemieux roasted the pat-
ronage hunters of Montreal for chas-
‘t.h‘e old harbor board out of
and Hon. Mr. Hazen said they
had resigned to give their time to
}lll\d((‘ business, and they had been
replaced by three equally good men.

ing
office,

T TO JAIL.

FOREIGNERS WEN
who

con-
this

foreigners,
engaged In railroad
sent to jail
debt. The creditor is a
resident of Burton, who states that
he had furnished the with sup-
plies to the value of $112.841

A party of fifteen
had been
struction,
| worning for

were

en

Mr. P. W. F. Brewster of Hamp-
ton is in the city. :

Mr. R. R. Rankipe of St. John i3
registerad at the B Barker House.




