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A DANGEROUS PRECEDENT 

The first thing that the Borden 

Government did on the resumption 

of business after the Baste: vacation 

was to give definite force of pre- 

cedent to the theory that the Speak- 

ar ean at his own sweet will sudden- 

Jy break in upon the sittings of a 

Committee of the Whole, assume the 

Chair, and. dictate the course of 

events for the time beinc. This is 

what Speaker Sproule did when the 

efforts of Chairman Robidoux to 

dogo’ to the Opposition, apply the 

backed by a tumultous encourage- 

ment of the Government members, 

threw the house into an unprece- 

dented uproar. 

Hon. H. R. Fimmersan brought the 

matter up, 

sure upon the Speaker, but to defin- 

itely establish whether any Speaker 

could of his own motion take such a 

course. Mr. 

clear and dispassionate 

zued the matter from constitutional 

a 

not to couvey any cen- 

Emmerson in a very 

manner Aar- 

precedents and showed that such 

procedure was neither in accord with 

the spirit nor practice of the British 

ponstituiion, 

Plainly conscigus of the weakness 

-f their case, the Government put 

up a back bencher, Mr. Meighen of 

Portage la Prairie, to reply. He 

hunted up records as far back as 

1675—a period when members of Par- 

liament habitually wore swords and 

other weapons—to an occasion when 

the Committee had been interrupted 

by the Speaker. He, however, only 

made the casé worse because the au- 

thorities eited showed that the 

tom had always been that the Chair- 

man of the Committee should report 

to the Speaker beiore he took action 

pointed out by Sir Wilirid 

Laurier that it was the invariable 

course in British Parliaments that 

when the House was in Committee 

the Ghainmah had the same authbrify 

to preserve order as the Speaker and 

that the latter only had the right of 

an ordinary member until the Chair- 

man reported to him; further that ii 

the Committee rise without report- 

ing progress and requesting leave to 

sit again, the matter before it au- 

tomatically becausz extinct—so that 

technically the Naval Bill was killed 

by the Committee 

Speaker Sproule interrupted to take 

the Chair without progress bein; re- 

ported. 

The incident was made worse by 

the imprudence of Hon. W. T. White, 

who dealt with the uproar the 

night He tried a 

partisan manner to make it appear 

cus- 

It was 

rising when 

on 

in question. in 

that the Opposition was responsible 

for the turbulence of the House. Hon. 

Mr. White finished by advancing the 

novel argument that the Speaker was 

the arbiter and censor of the House 

and could assume the Chair whenever 

he thought fit, whether the Chairman 

was doing his duty or not. 

Even his leader, Mr. Borden, was 

compelled to administer an indirect 

rebuke to the Minister of Finance on 

this point, when he replied to Sir 

Wilfrid Laurier saying,—‘I think he 

(Sir Wilfrid) had properly 

omitted allusion to the parti- 

cular incident .out of which the de- 

bate arose.” 

"Hon. Mr. White took the ground 

that it was the ‘Speaker's duty at all 

times to preserve order. To this Sir 

Wilfrid Laurier quoted rule 14 of the 

House which The Chairman 

of the Committee of the Whole House 

shall 

very 

any 

said—' 

maintain order in the Com- 

mittee, deciding all -uestions of or- 

der, subject to appeal to the House.” 

On the night in question the Chair- 

"an not only did not preserve or- 

der, but actually precipitated disor- 

der by 

concerted plan of applying the ‘‘gag’’ 

the He 

report to the Speake: 

following the ‘Government's 

summarily to 

did not then 

Opposition. 

in any way. Speaker Sproule of his 

the 

the 

Chairman to give his ruling, declar- 

that the debate 

further. 

If this precedent should 

would appear from the action of the 

own arbitrary intent assumed 

Chair and summarily ordered 

ing must not go 

rule, as 

Government, the Speaker is now 

clothed with an authority mever 

at 

in 

Under it he might 

the 

suddenly decide that a 

known before. 

any time when House was 

committee, 

debate had gone far enough, on his 

own motion assume the Chair, order 

the debate to stop, and comm nd the 

Chairman to put the guestion. 

it 8 a Very 

that the Borden 

established, especially when it is con- 

dangerous precedent 

Government has 

sidered that in Canada the Speaker 

is not a permanent paid official of 

the House as in England, but is nec- 

essarily a partisan, elected from the 

ranks of the Government and sub- 

ject to office should he lose his seat 

The present case em- 

phasizes the wisdom of Sir Wilfrid 

proposal in 1910, that the 

office should be made per- 

in Parliament. 

Laurier’s 

Speaker's 

manent as in England, as it also em- 

the 

by force 

phasises the determination of 

Borden Government to rule 

when they cannot rule by reason. 

Referring to the dismissal of Mr. 

Albion R. Foster as provincial con 

The Hartland Observer says: 

“Possibly Mr. 

render Mr. Foster disqualified to con- 

with the C.P.R. 

But all except a few will be glad to 

stable 

Flemming sought to 

tinue his position 

know this is not So. On the con 

trary, . at... the instance of Supt. 

Downie, Mr. Foster was last Thurs- 

day, before Police Magistrate Ritchie 

of St. John, sworn in as chief police 

Atlanti¢ Division constable for the 

of the GR-R.™ 

Thanks to the enterpriee and pub- 

lic spirit of a number of local bus- 

of 

the 

during 

iness men Fredericton is assured 

a regular steamship service on 

Fredericton—Gagetown route 

the 

Hampstead 

coming se2ason. The steamer 

has been procured and 

after being elven a thorough over- 

bauling will be placed on the route. 

The seriicas rendered by this boat 

in the past have be-n found very. ad- 

and 

it is to te 

merchants 

clad that 

vantageous to local 

all will be 

continued. 

Chatham World: The Oounty Court 

Judges of Canada are applying 

an increase of salary, and say they 

for 

ean't make both ends meet on the 

pay  théy are getting. Why don't 

they resign or go to work if they 

tan’t their 

needs less to live on when he 

work to do. Judge Wilkinson 

One 

has 

live on salaries? 

lived 

in state as a country gentleman and 

saved a few dollars for his heirs. 

ve 

Mes Emmeline Pankhurst, leader 

of the militant sufiragists in Fnc-{and 

was yesterday senterc:d in the Old 

Bailey court to three years penal 

servitude on a charge of inciting 

people to commit riots. The sentence 

looked 

one and hae aroused the fury of the 

is upon as a rather severe 

suffragettzs. They even go so far as 

to threaten to commit murder. 

A Halifax concern has been award- 

ed the contract for building the mew 

post office this city. Had this 

been the act of a Liberal government 

there would have been a big 

from O. 8S. Crocket, M.P. 

(BERL CALCS 
VERY ENTHUSIASTIC 

Ottawa, April 3—The naval fight 

will be resumed this afternoon. This 

morning there was a caucus of the 

opposition. It was marked by out- 

bursts of enthusiasm, like broadsides 

from a dreadnought. It is under- 

stood that the decision of the caucus 

was to follow exactly the course 

which has been followed since the 

first. From the day the government 

measure was disclosed in December 

last it has had the active opposition 

of the Liberals. They feel that develop 

ments since have thoroughly justi- 

fed them. They said there was no 

emergency and now sav that Winston 

Churchill has admitted it. They feel 
confident that the people of Canada 
do not want to make a contribution, 

in 

howl 

but do. want to make a beginning 
with naval construction. Therefore 
it was the fight on the old lines. 
is not known what the 

propose to do, but the 

plan to be prepared for 

ency. 

If to be continuous sit- 
ting the same measures will be tak- 
en which were taken two weeks ago. 
The speakers will be divided into 
squads arraneements perfected 

the fight for every hour 
of the day until further orders. 

Tt is expected that the ~overnment 
will press closure either in the 

It 

government 

opposition 

any emerg- 

there is 

and 

to keep up 

form 

at- 
tempted before, without any anthor- 
itv, If ‘thir there will he a 
orotest ar vierrovs cg that of Sat- 
urday night, March 15th. 

of a bill or more likely. as was 

is Aone, 

WHEN YOUR CHILD 
GETS CONSTIPATED 

Cleanse it's Little Stomach, Liver and 
Bowels With “Syrup of 

Figs” 

Look at the tongue, Mother! If 

coated, it is a sure sign that your 
little one's insides, the stomach, 
liver, and 30 feet of bowels are clog- 

ged up with putrifying waste matter 

and need a gentle, thorough cleansing 
at once. 

When your child is listless, droop- 

ing, pale, doesn't sleep soundly or 

eat heartily, or is cross, irritable, 

feverish, stomach sour, breath bad; 

has stomach-ache, diarrhoea, sore 

throat, or is full of cold, give a 
teaspoonful of Syrup of Figs, and in 

a few hours all the foul, constipated 
waste, undigested food amd sour bile 
will gently move on and out of its 

little bowels without nausea, griping 

or weakness, and you surely will 

have a well, happy and smiling child 

again shortly. 

With Syrup of Figs you are not 

drugg'me your children, being com- 

posed entirely of luscious figs, senna 

and aromatics it cannot be harmful, 

besides they dearly love its delicious 

taste. 

Mothers should always keep Syrup 
of Figs handy. It is the only stom- 

ach, liver and bowel cleanser and re- 
zgulator needed. A little given today 

will save a sick child tomorrow. 
Full directions for children of all 

ages and for grown-ups plainly print- 

ed on the package. 
Ask your druggist for the full 

name, “Syrup of Figs and Exilir of 

Senna,’’ prepared by the California 

Fig Syrup Co. This 1s the delicious 
tasting, genuine old reliable. Refuse 

anything else offered. 

HNGSELER RESORT 
0 

(Continued from page 8) 

A sample of the liguid contained in 

the bottle is to be sent to St. John 

for analysis. 

Ald. Osborne, chairman 

Police Commission, 

to the police 

raid. 

of the 

gave permission 

to take part in the 

9, H : Wrod’s Phosphodine, | 
The (reat English Eaptl | 

x Tones and invigorates the whole 
nervous syster:, Imakes new 
Blood i= old Veins, Cures Nerv- 

ous Debility, Mental and Brain Worry, Des- 
pondency, Sexual Weakness, Emissions, Sper- | 
matorrhea, and Effec's of Abuse or Fxcesses. | 
Price $1 per box, sixfoi 85. One will please, six 
will cure, Sold by all druggists or mailed in 
plain pkg. on receipt of price. New pamphlet | 
mailed free. The Wood Medicine Co. 
(formerly Windsor) Toronto, Ont 
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MANY TOURISTS OOMING. 

Mr. W. H. Allen, president of the | 
New Brunswick Guides’ Association, | 

bas returned from New York, where 
he represented the Fredericton Tour- | 
ist Association at the travel and | 

vacation exhibition held in the Grand | 
Central Palace. He says that the 

average daily attendance at the show 

was about eight thousand and hel was 

kept very busy answering enquiries 

about New Brunswick. He thinks 
that there should be a big influx of! 
tourists to the province next season. | 
Mr. Allen says that the lost game | 
exhibit intended for the Sportsmen's! 
Show turned up a month behind time 
He sold some of the game heads and 
shipped the rest back, 

Prepare. for Spring Rains 
blll ddddode dod dod bolo oA LD LF oT OT OT TIT I 

JOHN J. WEDDALL & SON 
Have just opened an Immense Stock of Ladies’ and Children’s 

Raincoats Rubber outside and Rubber inside all Lengths 

and Sizes bring your Children and get them 

fitted while the Sizes are complete. 

SOTO TE FOTO T OFF Fo ooo FoF sS es Te 

ohn J. Weddall & Son 
STANDARD PATTERNS. REYNIER GLOVES. 

Putz Cream 
A Metal Polish for polishing Nickle, Brass and Copper, Etc. 

Putz Cream 1s Sold in the following popular Sizes 

1-6 Pint 10 cents. 
1 Hy [13 25 (13 

Late Bh a 
€s 1 Quart 75 

1-2 Gal Cans $1.25. 

PUTZ SILVA POLISH for Gold and Silver. 
Only 25 cents per Bottle 

We also carry a Nice Line of Chomois Polishing Cloths. 

. CHESTNUT & SONS 
RETAIL ‘WHOLESALE The Hardware People 

Domestic Sanitary and Heating Engineers. 

Cure That March Cold? 
The dangers of a MARCH COLD 

nther. Don’t treat the attending aches 
COLDS lightly. They are serious e 
attention. 

HUNT'S 

Laxative Cold Tablets 
are tablets upon which you can rely at all times. 

— —_— 
| See Them in My Down Town Window. 

, that are Different” 

1 LB PACKAGES 50 CENTS to $1.25. 
1.2 LB PACKAGES 30 to 50CENTS. 

George Y Dibblee 
Druggist Opp. The eX 2 Q \ 

City Hall. 

are just as serious as anv 
and pains of MARCH 

nough to deserve your immediate | 

25c a bottle. 

“The Cowboy “A Bit of 

and the Baby” UN | 0 UE Blue Ribbon” 

(Pathe Comedy) (Vitagraph) 

Hartt Shoes 
“Sins of the Fathers” 

THRILLING BRONCO FEATURE 
for Men IN TWO PARTS 

TRY 

Spring Styles Now in Stock. 

A PAIR FOR EASTER 
The Piano and 

- Musi E. O. MacDONAL Store 

MADE IN OUR OWN 

THE FINEST IN THE LAND 

is offering Sheet Music, Victor Gramophones and all musical 

instruments at the very lowest prices. High Grade [Pianos 

and Organs always in stock. Post Cards for sale cheap. 

TOWN 

H.S. CAMPBELL sHoEmaN 
QUEEN STREET OPP. OFFICERS QUARTERS 


