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éENSERVATIVE LEADERSHIP

Within the past few days there
have been strong indications of dis-
union within the Conservative party.
It has been evident some time
that a the
rank and file of that party at Otta-
wa are unfriendly to the leadership of
Mr. Borden and hostile also to Mr.
Foster who is generally regarded as
first lieutenant to the leader of the
Opposition. It has been openly
charged that Mr. Monk was in the
forefront of the fight against Mr.Bor.
den’s leadership. This is denied by
Mr. Monk in somewhat vigorous lan-
guage and from other sources it is
learned that the opposition to Mr.
Borden, while coming from Quebec,
eminates from a source which is not
friendly to Mr. Monk himself.

As leader of the Opposition, Mr,
Borden has not displayed any very
marked degree of ahility or even com-
mon sense. He has permitted himself
to be used by men within the party,

for
considerable number of

who were moved more by Dpolitical ‘in;z

desire to improve
to
strengthen their party with the peo-
ple. Witness the efforts of Dr.Daniel
and Mr. O. S. Crocket azainst Hon.
Wm. Pugsley. No
who hopes to succead would tol:rate
by
spleen

spleen than by a
. the condition of the country or

political
the methods employed these men
to vent their perscnal
political
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adversary. No mean has
done more to advance New Brunswick
interests than the Minister of Public
Works and no one has ever been so
bitterly assailed by his political op-
ponents as he. While striving to up-
build the country, he has been rep-
resented as the apostle of all that
was evil by these insignificent mem-
bers of the who have
never done anything for the province
themsclves and who are incapable of
even suggesting anything of value
even if they had the opportunity.
The leader who wowd tolerate such
malicious attacks on an opponent
without raising his voice in protest,
must necessarily be a weak man or
of the same calibre as the traducers
themselves.

In all probability, however, the
tempest will soon blow over and Mr.
Borden will remain at the head 6f
the Conservative party until this
much talked of convention is over, if
it is ever held. One reason why he
will not be immediately deposed, is
the difficulty, if not impossibility,of
choosing a successor. There are sev-
eral aspirants for leadership among
the members of the House of
mons. All of these gentlemen
believe that they are more capable
than the present leader, but the
great difficulty is that the number of
their  supporters is not large. The
Conservative party has not yet got
over the difficulties inspired by. the
nest of traitors who brought about
its downfall in 1896. Until the last
of thess disappears it will be difficult
to bring ‘ahout harmony in this once
great party. At the present time it
is not much more united than it was
fifteen years ago and it wll take
more than a convention at Ottawa
or elsewhere to restore public confi-
dence either in its leaders or mem-
bers. At the present time the Con-
servative party is in a worse condi-
tion before the country than it has
been at any time since its overwhelm-
ing defeat in 1896.

Weak as he unquestionably is, Mr.
Borden evidently intends to suppress
Hon. G. E. Foster, much to that
gentleman’s chagrin and disgust. Mr.
Foster is one of those gentlemen in
parliament who poses as a statesman
and regards everyone else as lacking
in ability, honesty, integrity, moral-
ity and every other attribute that
goes to make a decent man and
good citizen.

House—men

Com-
fully

a
Canada has never had
a more self-seeking politician than
the same George H. Thoroughly des-
pised and kicked out of every consti-
tuency he held in this province,
has found
Toronto.

he
a temporary asylum in
Lacking the chief attribut-
es he demands in others, he has de-
veloped into a common scold and a
nuisance that should be abated. Tt
has taken his own party some time
to get down to the said George E.,
but now they have done so, he is
not likely to awaken much sympathy
in the party he did so much to
wreck. Indeed, his passing is likely
to be the cause of genuine rejoicing.
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EQUIPPING THE WINTER PORT

Word from Ottawa in
special despatch to The last
night and confirmed in The Telegraph

comes a

Times
this morning, that arrangements are
about completed that will secure the
erection of a dry dock and ship re-
pairing plant at the port of St.John.
This will be good news, not only to
the people directly interested, but to
those of the whole province, for St.
John cannot prosper without the rest
of the province being directly benefit-
ed. Since the Liberal

party came

into power in 1896 there has been a

decided effort to direct Canadian
trade through Canadian ports.
Prior to that time, the lines of

steamers subsidized for carrying the
Canadian mails made their final port
This
policy prevented the growth of Can-
John and Hali-
fax, and worked directly to the ad-
vantaze of Portland, Maine. Sir Wil-
frid Laurier changed all this by com-

of call in a foreign country.

adian ports like St.

pelling the subsidized steamship lin-
es to make their final port of call a
The situation of St.
John as nearer the west than other

Canadian port.

Canadian ports, has operated greatly
to her advantage and as a result the
exports have grown from a few mil-
lion d.Llars in 1896 to possibly twen-
ty-five million dollars in 1910. Every
year the trade of St. John is grow-

The one th'ng n:c:ssary to complete
the ejuipment of St. John as a first-
class port is a dry dock and this now
Such a plant
as is proposed will cost many mil-

seems to be ia sight.

to a large number of mechanics of

all kinds. It will eventually lead to

ship building on a large scale, an

industry for which St. John is well
There is
of

Courtney Bay for the establishment,

adazted and well situated.

ample room on the foreshores

not only of a dry dock but also of a

great ship building plant, in addi-
tion to providing terminals for the
Grand Trunk Pacific when it is com-
pleted. Again it is Hon. William
Pugsley who has been the moving
spirit in the negotiations that are

likely to make St. John the premier
port of Canada.

THE TARIFF AGREEMENT

The Canadian people are more than
satisfied with the tariff agreement
that has been reached between Can-
ada and her great neighbor to the
South. There will be, of course, a
few high protectionists who saw a
personal fortune in a tariff war, who
will shout ‘‘betrayed,’”” and the
responsible wing of the
vative press, that is always on the
look-out for capital, will
wail about the surrender of Canada’s
rights, but the mass of the Canadian
people the brilliant suc-
cess of Hon. Mr. Fielding and his col-
leagues in bringing about tarift
peace. The action the Liberal
Government is one of a long
that shows the present administra-
tion does not stand for the monopo-
lies but for the rights of the great
body of the people. It is upon the
that the brunt of a tariff
war invariably falls.
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consumer
In considering
tariff agreement, there are two
portant points, namely: Have
foregone any of our rights

treaty-making nation; and, Are

im-
we

a
the
concessions given to the United Stat-
es too large?

Regarding the first point, Hon.Mr.
Fielding, in his statements and let-
ters, has made it plain that our
rights in this respect have been well
guarded, anh that the position of
Canada in regard to her rights to
make exclusive bargains with foreign
nations, remains unimpaired. The
stand taken by Sir Wilfrid Laurier
and Hon. Mr. Fielding on this mat-
ter of principle, was firm, and Presi-
dent Taft recognized it as a just and
patriotia Regarding the
concessions given, President Taft was
very desirious to come to a peaceful
to
make a few concessions in order that

as

position.

agreement, and wished Canada

the letter of the law in the Payne-

Aldrich tarifi might be complied
with. The President wished merely
enough ‘‘to save his face,’”” as the

Boston Transcript, a paper support-
ing the T:;ft administration has very
aptly expressed it. The
given to the United States consist of
thirteen items in the general tariff.
The whole world, as well as the Un-
ited States, shares the benefit of
these reductions, which consist in a
decrease

concessions

in duty of approximately
two and a half per cent. upon sun-

dry articles, the present imports of

about $5,000,000.
Considering - that the articles affect-

which aggregate
ed were only about three per cent. of
total imports from the United
States in 1909, and that about thir-
ty-five per cent of our total imports

our

come from the United States, the
trifling nature of these concessions
becomes apparent. Regarding the

small reduction in revenue, Hon. Mr.
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Fielding says: “I do not think that
the loss” will be very heavy, but even
so, I think that in the present flour-
ishing condition of our revenue, we
shall be able to stand it.”” The Can-
government approached

important question in the spirit
firmness

adian this

of
Sir
Wilfrid Laurier struck a high note of
international

and conciliation, and
relations when he said
‘“‘peace and goodwill with our neigh-
bors are worth all the nuts and per-
fumery in In
present peace and paving the way for
better trade relations with the Unit-
ed States, the Laurier adminidtration
deserves the gratitude and support
of the whole Canadian people.

creation.’’ gaining

The Canada Lumberman, comment-
ing on the tariff agreement between
Canada and the United States, says:
‘““The reported solution of the tariff
difficulty between the United States
and Canada is welaome news to the
lumber industry of Canada. No single
industry in either country would have
been so adversely affected by a tariff
war as that of lumber, and the cloud
hanging over the
trade for almost two years has now

which has been

been dispersed. Lumbermen, howev-
er, in common with all others in
Canada, will not be fully relieved

until the solution has been worked

out publicly and it is known that
peace has been secured without any
sacrifice of honor. The concessions

to the United States will be regard-
ed with suspicion until their effect is
known. Canadian interests have been
sacrificed to the United States so of-
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ten in the past that further sacrific- | §

es will not be tolerated by a patient
and long suffering public.”’

PERUVIANS ARE PREPARING
MR

Lima, April 5—An imposing demon-
stration by 5,000 persons, excited by
the events at Guayaquil took placel‘
last night.
of the Ecuadorean consulate the|
crowd proceeded to the principal‘
square in front of the palace and call-
ed for the president to sp‘éak.
dent Leguia came out on the

Presi- }
bal- |

After removing the arms!'§

On snd aftsr theed

for cash and under
be able to give you

cony and addressed the assemblage. |

He recommended that the people

of patriotism would be converted in-
to a reality in case of necessity. The |

cabinet council has decided to de-|

mand immediate and full satisfaction |
insults | B

from
against

for the
Peruvian legation

Ecuador

the at |

Quito and the consulate at Guayaquil | g8
and the attacks upon Peruvians and|E

their property.

In case of a negative reply from the | :

Ecuadorean
posed to
country

government, it is pro-|
send troops against that|
and a squadron
quil is situated. The government
has called up the reserves, and with-
in a month can muster 40,000 men.

SUICIDE AT ARTHURETTE

Andover, April 4.—Gustave Giber-
son, a well to do farmer at Arthu-
rette, on the Tobique about twenty
miles from here, committed suicide
this morning by taking carbolic sacid
it is supposed in a fit of desponden-
cy. Giberson lived with a married
brother. This morning he rose ®t
the usual hour and, going to the
barn, harnessed his horses. Return-
ing to the house a little later, how-
ever, he drank a large part of the
contents of a two ounce hottle of
carbolic acid.

Giberson was about 35 years of
age. Besides his brother he is sur-
vived by a wife and daughter living
in Michigan. Deceased had lived for
a time in that state, where he mar-
ried, but had been separated from
his wife for some years. He had been
away from Arthurette last week and
when he returned on Saturday he
told some of the neighbors that he
intended to commit suicide.

MUST WA 600 YEARS

Berlin, April 4—The creditors of
the Duke de Talleyrand, who married
Mme. Anna Gould, are looking blue
They realize that they must await
with extreme patierrce the settlement
of their claims against the Duke.

The Judge of the court at Sagan
who examined the claims announces
that they amount to $4,000,000. He
states, too, that the total sum real-
ized by working the Duke's estates
in Germany has averaged a little ov-
er $6,000 a year. Py

So at this rate it will be about six
hundred years before the creditors’
claims are satisfied.
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