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WHERE THE ROAD MONEY GOES

A matter of some interest oc-
cupied the attention of the Stanley
Highway Board at its meeting, on
Tuesday last, which incidentally
brought out some evidence that the
money supposed to be spent on the
roads is not in fact so expended by a
very large amount, but finds its way
into the pockets of some of the horde
of officials which the Hazen Road
Law brought into existence.

Among the returns sent in by the
the various dis-
(we quote
the

commissioners for
tricts are the following
from The Gleaner’s report of
meeting):

District A—Commigssioner Jas.Thor-
burn:
Cash expended
Commission charged
For superintending road work
This return not sworn to.
District B—Commissioner A. Moir:
Cash expended ...... ..o ... sl $307.06
Commission chagrged
Road work by commissioner ...
This return sworn to.
District C—Commissioner A. Ben-
nett:

......... $273.75
74.07
30.00

Cash expended ...... ... ceoieees $243.17
Commission charged 82.10
Road work gt $2 per day ...... 35.00

This return sworn to.

District G—Commissioner A. Fras-
er. No returns found, but vouchers
showing the expenditure of $40 and
no commission charged.

Tt appears from thase returns that
the requirements of the Act are not
being a'‘tended to very strictly, for in
one case tne return is not sworn to,
and in another no proper return
was made. Under Section 4 of the
Act, the Road Commissioners are to
receive for their services remunera-
tion not exceeding ten per cent. of
the money that has been expended by
them on the roads. Under the regula-
tions of the S‘i.mley Highway Board
the Commissioners for that Parish
are entitled to seven per cent. of the
amount expended by them and no
mgore.

given will show tha¥ the Commission-
ers charged in those instances pretty
much what they chose, to say noth-
ing of the ‘‘extras’’ they appropriat-
ed. In District A, Commissioner
Thorburn spent.$273.75 and he charged
for commission and road. work $104.07
very mearly half the total outlay in
his district. Commissioner Moir poc-
keted $89.80, with an expenditure of
$307.06, worse than either,
Commissioner Benne%: annsxed $117.-
10 for an expenditure pf $243.17. In-
stead of getting commission ‘“‘not ex-
ceeding ten per cent.,”’ these gentle-
men seem to have benefitted to the
extrnt of between forty and fifty per
No wonder

while,

cent. of the expenditure.
the roads are bad and the complaint
that there is mot enough
money 'to spend on them.

It does not appear what it was in
respect of that the amounts included
in the returns by the several Commis-
sioners for road work were charged
for. The Highway Act specifically
states that no Commissioner shall
have any pecuniary interest in any
work done by the Highway Board or
Commissioner, and payable out of
the road moneys, under a penalty of
$80, but this does not apply to the
Commissioners themselves of their
teams perlorming statute labor.
The work of superintending the re-
roads does not 'devolve

is made

pair if tne
upon the Commissioner at all, except
when their is no surveyor for the
sub-district, and 1n any case the
remuneration for the work must be

- fixed by the Council.

Under the circumstences it is no
wonder some of the members of the
Stanley: Bgard should want a little
more explanation. from the Commis-
sioners. as to their returns. One of
the chief allegalfons that the mem-
bers of the ﬁt‘esent Provincial Gov-
ernment and their stump orators dur-
ing the provincial campalgn in 1908,

made against the old Road Law

A glance at the returns above-

was that much of the money allotted
for, road work went into the pockets
of officials, and they promised if put
into power, to enact such a law as
would make this, condition of aflairs
impossible for the future. Judging
by the sample returns from the Par-
ish of Stanley, they have succeeded
but very poorly, in this direction,
where officials seem to be able to
pocket 50 per cent. of the money and
what ocan be done In one Parish, can
be done in gnother.

As the meeting of the Stanley
Board the other evening adjourped
without acquiring the information
wanted, people will wait with some
interest for future developments.

T E AR G Y
THE WISH THE FATHER TO THE
THOUGHT

One of the amusing aftermaths of
the Manitoban elections is the at-
tempt on the part of sundry opposi-
tion organs to get Federal comfort
out of the Local situation. These in-

F genious scribblers claim that the Lib-

eral campaign against Mr. Roblin
was engineered from Ottawa, and
hence the victory of the Manitoban

Premier is a black-eye for the Laur-
ier administration. If the eampaign
was engineered from Federal head-
quarters, it must have been done
with an unobstrusive invisibility, and
an ability to rarely
found in political procedure. There
has not been a single Cabinet Minis-
ter on the stump in Manitoba; there
have been no pilgrimages to Ottawa
on the part of local Liberals; there
has been no visible connection be-
tween Parliament Hill and the Lib-
eral headquarters in Winnipeg. Con-
hard to understand
just how the Federal Government’s
prestige has been injured by Mr.
Roblin’s victory. It was very notice-
able that the same logical organs
neglectéd to speak of the Liberal lo-
cal victories in Alberta and Saskat-
chewan as victories for Laurier. Why
we cannot understand, since it is
probable that Sir Wilfrid took as
much interest in these two provinces
as in Manitoba.

We fear that it is a case of the
wish being father to the thought. It
will be remembered also that = the
Tory victory in New Brunswick was
heralded by the opposition sheets as
a defeat for Laurier. But a little
later, when the iederal elections gave
the province to the Liberals, eleven
to two, the boast fell very flat
indeed. Even accepting their conten-
tion in the case of Manitoba, the Lib-
erals made some gains in membership
and reduced many majorities; hence
the Borden cause, as represented by
Mr. Roblin, has been weakened in-
stead of strengthened in that prov-
ince Let it be remembered that
there must be a vast and great gain
in all the provinces in order to give
Mr. Borden any hope of office, for
the maintaining of the status quo
means another Borden defeat. Mr.
Roblin has not even held his own
in the late elections. If any one can
extract any hope for Bordenism from
such a situation, they are capable of
‘‘extracting sunbeams from cucumb-
ers,”” and they are welcome to any
crumb of comfort thus obtained.

cover tracks

sequently it is

WHERE AND WHAT IS HEAVEN?

(Telegraph)

‘““Where is Heaven?’’ asks a head-
lime in the Fredericton Mail. We give

it up. It can’t be up in the sky. It/

is too cold there. Nor down in the
centre of the earth. It is too kLot
there. Nor in one of the stars. "ihey
are suns, like our own, and aot ha-

bitable. If the Mail editor doesn’t find |

it within him, we fear that he wil
never have his question answered.—
Chatham World.

The Sage of the Miramichi wculd
like to give the Fredericton Mail man
some assurance as to the nature c¢
location of Heaven, but, naving re-

volved the old question again, he is
almost disposed to giveit p. Vet
there is in his offering to the trou-

bled Fredericton editor possible ev.
idence tending to support a theory to
which he might well give further at
tention. It will be noted, upon com
parison and examination, that that
which the Chatham World now says
to its neighbor, was said, thoug
somewhat more musically, by Oma
the Tentmaker, long, long ago. It
has been suggested that Fitzgerald,
the wonderful translator of the Per-
sian, may have been a reincarnatioi
of Khayyam, and, if we compare
what the Commodore now says wit’
what the Tentmaker said in his day
why should we not say that Oma
or Fitzgerald lives again on the
banks of the Miramichi? For Oma
would have said to the puzzled Fred
ericton man:
Some for the Glories of thls World;
and some
Sight for the Prophet’s Paradise to
come;
Ah, take the Cash, and let the \'redit
g0,

| bility

heed the
Drum!

Nor rumble of a distant

Heaven cannot be up in the sky,
says the Commeodore, nor down in
the centre of the earth. So said the
Tentmaker, rare old pessimist that
he was. Quo’ he:

Up from Earth’s Centre through the
Seventh Gate

I rose, and on the Throne of Saturn
sate,

Anrd many a Knot unravel’d by the
Road;

But not the Master-knot of Ifuman
Fate.

There was the Door to -vhich I fcund

no Key;

There was the Veil through ~which
might not see;

Some little talk a\\hxle of MiZ and
THEE

There was—and then no nmwere of

THEE and ME.

Not content with thus disposing of
the matter, he disposed of it again,
still musically, the repetition being
common to editors even in these
days, though one does not always
find, more’s the pity, the rhythm and
the wedding of beauty and facility of
expression. The more one examines
it, the more one is convinced that
after all there must be something in
this idea of reincarnation, for though
the Commodore has not yet developed
the full vigor of his inheritance one
cannot but note the striking similar-
ity of his thought and that of the
Persian. Let us turn again' to the
evidence. Where is Heaven?

Earth could not answer; nor the Seas
that mourn

In flowing Purple, of their Lord for-

lorn;

Nor rolling Heaven with all his Signs
reveal’d.

And hidden by the sleeve of Night and |
Morn. i

I sent my Soul through the Invisible

Some letter of that After-life to spell:

And by and by my Soul return’d to
me,

And answer’d ‘‘I myself am Heav’'n
and Hell.”

Heav’n but the vision of fulfill’d De-
sire,

And Hell the Shadow from a Soul on
fire

Cast on the Darkness
selves,

into which Our|

Estabrooks’ Coffee

is quality coffee from top
to bottom of the double
sealed air tight tin. It is
as easy to brew as Red
Rosz Tea with an equal
esult in goodness.

The final proof isin the
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fast cup.
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ing helplessly in the upper ether of
doubt and speculation. There are, of
course, as there will ever be, wooden
folk who must measure their evidence
as if it were & cord of wood: but

{

there are others, of a finer temper, to‘

whom the evidence we have cited “111 .

be absolutely convincing.

(For the benafit of our contempor-
aries we may say the ‘‘Fredericton

| Man’’ is meither ‘‘troubled or ‘‘puz-
zled.”” It is a pity that, the item re- | &
ferred to ,which has given rise to|

this interesting ‘contributions was
merely a paid ‘‘local’”’ inserted by a
religious organization. We were un-
aware of its presence in our
until after publication. —Ed.)

AN UNEXPECTED RETORT

So late emerz’d from, shall so soon

expiref
And then, with that touch of de-
fiance which shocks the orthodox as
the Sage of the Miramichi sometimes

delights to shock them, old Omar

said:

“Why”’ said another, ‘‘Some there are
who tell |

Of one who threatens hz will toss to
Hell ’

The luckless Pots he marr’d in mak-
ing—Pish!

He’s a Good Fellow, and ’'twill all be
well ”*

Of course some humdrum fellow willj

tell us that there is nothing at all in
this theory that the soul of Omar
now inhabits the sanctum of the
Chatham World, and will plague us
with the suggestion that the Com-
modore merely read the Rubaiyat and

unconsciously gave expression to some |
of the thoughts therein when he dis-

covered his Fredericton brother float

(Saturday Night)

Colonel Baxter,
of St. John, N. B.,

|

columns |

a leading lawyer |
was once conduct | B8

ing a case for a Jew against a law- |

yer noted as a browheater, of
dignity, and very fat:

When it came to his turn to cross-
examine Baxter’s client, he arose
with great weight and immediately
bezan bullying tactics.
however, was not to be intimidated,
jand answered every question in as
a tone as that of his

great

, thunderous
| questioner.

Such conduct on the part of a mere
witness was not to be endured, and,
with a look of offended dignity meant
1to be terrifying, the lawyer said:
‘““You need not eat me, my good
man."”’

Baxter was on his feet instantly,
‘‘My learned friend need not fear,”’
he said with a reassuring smile, ‘“My
client is a' Jew and never eats pork.’

OUR PERMANE
MUST

NT STREETS

Bt KEPT GLEAN

An Observing Correspondent Offers Time-
ly Observations -on an Important Sub-
ject--The Mud and Dust Nuisance Must

Be Got Rid Of.

To the Editor of the Mail:

Sir.—The work of converting the up- |
| per end of Queen Street into g mod-

ern permanently paved thoroughfare
is progressing in a highly satisfactory
manner. The merits of the much dis-
cussed rival pavements are, so far as
our civic experigncz is concerned, still
a matter of conjecture. The responsi-
for a wise choice rests upon
the special committee ¢l the
Council and the city engineer, and if
the newly adopted method gives as
satisfactory a result as that which
wais used last year, there will be no
protests registered.

Regardinz the care ot the pavements

it would scarcely be sale to duplicate |
The treatment of tna |

that statement.
amount of permanent street which
has come under the supervision of the

| Roads Committee of the City Council

18 a sad dis-illusionment.

The necessarily greater expenditure
for the construction of streets of this
description was urged upon the city

with gll ths stock arguments for good |

pavements. Nothing could be better
than these arguments. We were to be
relieved of the continual muisance of
of mud apd dust on this, our main
business strect. Yet throughout the
entire spring, and thus far into _the
summer, our last condition has been |
worse than the first; for Queen street
has been greasy with the most loath-
some form of thin sticky mud in wet
weather and one vast whirling dust

City |

heap when it is dry.

Pavements,irrespective of kind,must
be kept clean to achieve the purpose
for which they are laid. If mud and
dust carried by vehicles and horses
from other parts of the city is to be
left indefini‘ily upon the newly paved
streets, our civic investment is a
poor one. If the excretion of ‘horses
is to be allowed to accummulate for
days with no attempt at removal, we
were better off in the days when the
| gutters served as a repository for
this oftal. If in those days the wind
,whirled blinding dust about one’s per-
|son or into his place of business, he
|was at least, not so conscious of its
vile character.

One dollar out of every ten of the
gross taxes collected in this c¢ity goes
for the building and maintenance of
our streets, outside the cost of all
permznent paving wnich is covered by
debentures. This makes an annual ex-
penditure of about $7,000. Since our
once excellent streets were reduced to
chaos by tie sewerage instalation four
| years ago, the work of repairing and
rebuilding has been very heavy and
trying. But as we slowly regain our
well macadamized roads, (and it is
indeed withy painful deliberation - in
some parts of the city), there should
be sufficient funds to provide for the
1ccntlnaous and proper sweeping of the
| paved portion of the city streets.

Yours respectfully,
OBSERVER.

|

|
The Hebrew, |

|
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John J. Weddall & Son

Ladies’ Ready-to-Wear Department

SILK COATS
REPP COATS
LINEN COATS LAWN SUITS
LINEN WAISTS LAWN WAISTS
NEW RAIN CAPES MUSLIN WAISTS

REPP SUITS
LINEN SUITS

If you are in need of anything in the Ladies’ or Children’s Ready-to
Wear¥Department give us a call and you will find a very Complete

and Well Assorted Stock.

All Altering done FREE by an experienced hand

JOHN J. WEDDALL & SON

IF YOU NEED SOME
Your

ARIS . GREEN

BE SURE AND GET

BERGER'S PURE ENGLISH PARIS GREEN

Nothing to Equal it for Killing Bugs.

-

For those who won't use Pars Green we have

BUG DEATH

Come in and Trade with us.

In all size Packages.

Tweeddale & Co.

THE UP-TO-DATE HARDWARE STORE.

“Blessed are The Merciful”

BE THOUGHTFUL FOR YOUR LIVE [STOCK
THIS WARM WEATHER.

COW EAS

on Cattle and Horses.

WILL NOT GUM THE HAIR
WILL SOOTHE AND CLEANSE THE SKIN
WILL RELIEVE THE CATTLE SO THEY CAN FEED

In Quart and Gallon Cans

F L Y- GO Pratt’s Guaranteed Preparation for all Live Stock.

Kills the Flies and Keeps them off
Will not Taint the Milk
Will not Gum the Haur.

In Quart and Gallon Cans

SPRAYERS FOR APPLYING THE ABOVE.

np—

R. Chestnut & Sons.

THE HARDWARE PEOPLE.

A Preparation to prevent Fly Pest




