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THE DANGER LINE

When will the limit be reacned?

This is the question which is forced
instantly to mind by the financiall
statement of the fiscal year 1910,just
issued by the provincial government.
When will New Brunswick reach’the
end of that increase in expenditure

ference shown this year. If there was
a deficit under any such circumstanc-
es in 1909, the situation in 1910 can-
not have been improved but must
have been materially worse. Under
the present policy the school book
business as carried on by the govern-
ment cannot possibly be other than a
source of continual loss to the peo-
ple. The indirect loss to the people
will far more than offset the reduc-
tions which have been made in the di-
rect price of a few of the books pur-
chased from vendors.

The item ‘‘Executive government'’
shows a noteworthy increase of ex-|
penditure in 1910. The sum spent un- |
der this head this year is larger than

the sum similarly spent in 1909. It is|

considerably larger than the sum so&
spent in the last year of the former |
administration’s life.
1907, it was some $34,000, as
pared with no less that $38,908

1910. Many persons will recall the‘i
manner in which Mr. Hazen and his |

|

friends denounced the previous go\'—}
. b |

ernment on the score that the minis- |
|

themselves cost the people too |

In that year, |

com- l
: |
in |

ters

ultimately to be admitted. Last year!
the difference between the two sides“
of the account was less than the dif-|

N
J

15 CRUISER

In regard to the following it should
be ‘horme n mind that the cruisers to
be built for the Canadiah pavy are
of the Bristol type. The naval cor-|armament—an advance, it will be
respondence of The New York Herald | ssen,upon that of the Boadicea,which
recently wrote g series of articles on | was considered insufficient for effec-
the German mavy, based on first-hand itive reconnaissanve work. The Bris-
information, that attracted a great | told have also much better seakeeping
deal of attention. | fualities than the Boadicea, and they

Te=jienis - | carry 800 tons of fuel.

New York, Dec. 25.——.The ew York | «qp announcing the construction of
Herald has the following from I on- |the Bristol class, the Secretary of
don: the Admiralty stated that they were

*“The commissioning of the cruiser | to replace the cruisers of the Edgar
Bristol at Devonport marks the type which had become worn out. It
completion of the class of nve med- | was also well known that they were
ium-sized cruisers of the protected designed as an answer to the cruisers
type which were authorized in the  Germany was steadily building in ac-
naval program of 1908-9. It is note- | cordance with her navy law, which
worthy that these vessels should be provided for the laying down of two
joining the fleet at a time when at- ¢gch year. These cruisers have grad-
tention is being directed to the cruis- | yglly advanced in size, but the last
er policy of the Admiralty in View | {5 pe completed, the Koln and Augs-
of the forthcoming navy estimates, pyrg, have g displacement af 4,280
and therefore, a brief review of the tons, and an armament of 12 guns of
situation in regard to cruisers should 4 1-inch calibre, while their engines
be opportune at the present moment. ,are of 20,000 horsepower, compared

is that of the 5 Bristols, which are
of 4,800 tons displacement, gnd carry
2 6-inch and 10 4-inch guns in their
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- IHE BRISTOL TYPE

Dec. 27, 1910

Headquarters for
. Shaker Blankets .

All-Wool Blankets,
Cotton and Wool
.« o Dignkets . .=
Wool Tack Downs
White Quilts, etc.

much. Indeed, there were times \\‘henjA SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT. | with 22,000 of the Bristol’s machin~

men even went so far as to insinuate ; ; ; |ery. They are t,hereforej nt ) .large
that ministers were stealing from the | “With the entry of the Bristol in- jor powerful as the British cruisers,
. = | to service, Great Britain may be said | especially if compared with the se-
people. The Mail would not make any | to be reaping the first fruits of the cond batch, known as the Dartmouth
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|revival of naval opinicn in favor of |class, of 5,250 tons, which will fol-
Hazen and his colleagues but

if Mr}the small cruiser, which took place |low the 5 Bristols into cUmmissioni =

which has become so noteworthy un-
der the rule of Premier Hazen?
= This is not g matter of party poli-
tics. Itjis g matter which demands
the

citizen of the province who is desir-

earnest consideration of every

ous of se:ing the financial condition
of the provinced sound and healthy,
and of seeing New Brunswick share in
the common prosperity of; the Domin-
ion.

In 1907,the last year of the former
administration’s regime, some $960,-
000 were spent on accounts charge-
able to ordinary revenue. In 1303,the
first year of the Hazen rule, the mil-
lion dollar mark was passed. In 1309
the figures were no less than ¥1.355,-
381. For 1910 the expendituces sur-
passed even the total of 1909, ard
jumped up to the alarming sumr of
$1,317,876. In other words, under the
Hazsn method of .conducting public
affairs, the sum spent on ‘‘ordinary
account’’ alone was nearly $36¢,000
greater than the sum similarly spent
by the Robinson ministry!

New Brunswick is but g small pro-
vince. Its resources at best are lim-
ited. There cannot be great increases
in the revenue. There camnot safely
be, there must not be, the dangerous
in thes expenditure which
have unfortunately come in the past
two or thres years. Each year of
Hazen rule has scen these startling
increasss in expenditure. If this be
the economry which Mr. Hazen prom-
ised the people may well pray to be
relieved of their burden.

increases

Readers of The Mail will remember
clearly the emphasis with which Mr.
Hazen and his associates were 'wont to
assert in the days of the former gov-
ernment that the interest charges
paid were ruinous. The province,they
declared, was being hurried to bank-
ruptey. . If that was the case in 1907
how much worse is the situation to-
day?

In 1907 the amount paid out under
the head of “‘interest’” was $178,000
—admittedly a large sum. In 1910,
the statement of the
government itself, the amount paid
from the provincial treasury under
ihe head of ‘‘intersst’’ was not $178,-
000 only; it was not $200,000 only,
but the astounding sum of $251,000,
or about $73,000 more than was paid
under the Ro“inson government! If
the former government was reckless,
if it was extravagent, if it was care-
less in its handling of provincial
funds, what is to be said of the min-
isters who - promised economy and
carefulness, and yet pile up an ‘‘in-
terest” charge of $251,000?7 Certain-
1y, thz situation is not one to. reas-
sure the citizens of the province.

according to

The government’s statement gives
further reason for the feeling which
many men have had that the school
book policy  ~must prove another
bringer of deficits. In the House last
winter Hon. Mr. Flemming himself
was compeiled to admit that the pol-
icy had been administered at a loss.
The Auditor General’s report = for
1910 shows that there has been no
jmprovement. Indeed, the situation is
worse. Under the head of ‘‘School
Books’’ in 1910 the sum of $23,157

_ was spent. The receipts were $17,162.

Robinson and his friends were culpab-
ly extravagant when they made

cost of ‘““Executive government’ $34,-

000?

“Public printing’’ of course shows

an increase
course’’ for so long as the govern-
ment is susceptible to certain influ-

ences just so long will there be in-
creases in the amount spent for pro-
vincial printing. Last year something
like $11,000 appeared as the sum
spent for ‘‘Public Printing,’”’ though
other large sums were spent for work
of the kind and charged ﬁnder other
heads. In 1910 the sum spent under
this head was $14,448. It remains to
be learned from further investigation
when the public accounts are present-
ed to the House how much addition-
al has been charged for printing un-
der other heads. It also remains to be
learned whether or not the $8,100
Gleaner has bettered its 1909 record
for ‘““no tender’’ trips to the public
treasury.

One item of the expenditure which
merits  some attention is the one
which tells of a payment of nearly
$3,000 on account of the ‘“‘N. B. Rail-
way Investigation.’”” In 1909 the ex-
penditure a payment
$2,909 on this account and at

of
the

showed

ditor General when questioned stated
that the account had not been closed
—in other words, all the bills incur-
red in connection with this investiga-
tion had not been paid. It will be
interesting-to learn whether or not
the account has yet been closed or
whether, like the brook famed
poetry, it goes on forever. The
vestigation, it will be recollected,was

in
in-

government with a view to

other members of the former cabinet.
The commissioners and their counsel,
Mr. H. A. Powell, have been well

sessions back and from that day to
this the government has taken no ac-
tion whatever upon it. Thousands of
dollars of the people’s money have
been paid out—and more may yet be
paid—for the investigation and the
people of the province have reaped
1ot one cent of benefit. The report
is merely part of the government ar-
chieves.

In 1910 the government spent sev-
sral thousand dollars more for
‘Agriculture’” than did the old gov-
srnment in 1907. But Premier Hazen
and his medical colleague who pre-
sides over the Department of Agri-
culture equalized matters by cutting
down the grants to ‘‘Exhibitions,”’
grants which are largely devoted
the encouragement
fairs. 1f the amount spent
““Agriculture’’ and ‘‘Exhibitions”’
1907 is° compared with the amount
isimilarly spent in 1910 it will be
|found that there is g difference of but
'a few hundred dollars. Premier Haz-

to
of agricultural
for

in

The difference between the two sides |en is finding it a difficult matter to

of the account is practically $5,000. It
will be said, of course, that this
amount is represented by books on
hand or by sums due the government

]
ment.

{fool all the people all the time.

(XTa)

Contingencies’’ ara creeping up-

wards under this economical govern-

The maintenance of the Pro-

by vendors. A similar story was used | vincial Hospital is @ heavier charge

for a time last year but 5 deficit had

than in former days. '[‘Administra-

last session of the legislature the Au-!

| just over three years ago. For som:e

itention of the naval world had been

A { concentrated upon the building of
900, __what shall be said of ‘the men | o rmored cruisers of large displace-
who increase that cost by nearly $5,- | ment and power, culminating in the

{production of the Invineible, and her
| sisters, and. following the British
| example in this respect, all the great
]powers except Germany, had ceased

(

in 1910. We say “of | {5 pyjld any protected cruisers for |

ahout five years.

““Then it was that the Admralty,
havinz established a lead in batile-
ships of the Dreadnought class, turn-
{ ed their attention to the equipment
| of the flest with a new type of cruis-
er for service with destroyers, and
[a.nother type for scouting work and
| the protection of commerce. It was,
:‘of course, never intended that the
| Invinecibfes, although destribed as
!cruisers, should be employed upon
work of this nature. The main rea-
| son why they were built was to form
'a fast wing to the battieship fleet,
iready at any time! to overtake the
| rearmost ships of a retreating enemy
iand hold on to them until the rest of
;the ships could arrivA and bring
| about a decisive action.

!AbVANTAGES OF THE BRISTOLS

‘“The first type decided upon by the
Admiralty is represented by the Boa-
dicea class, three of which are now
in commission as parent ships in the
first gnd second destroyer flotilla.The
Boadicea is of 3,360 tons, her arma-
ment consists of 6 4-inch guns, and
she carries 450 tons of coal. In each
of these particulars she is superior
to the 8 scouts which were launched
in 1904-5. The second acssign adopted

| before long.
the | time previous to that date the at- |

ANSWER TO CRITICS

“Turning to the Iargef‘ question of
the relative position of Great Bri-
tabmr in this class of vessels, critics
of the Admiralty policy sometimes
seek to prove that our supply is de-
ficient on the ground that, owing to
the size of our mercantile rcarine,
which includes more than a third of

| the world’s steam and sailing vessels

we therefore require a proportionate-
ly large number of cruisers for

not

with
merce has to be protected from,
therefore in fixing our numbers it is
necessary to take into account the
strength of other powers.

“In 1914, as I pointed out in The
Herald in October, Great Britain will
have, exclusive of any skips the colo-
nies may
cruisers of a total displacement of
324,115 tons, as compared with thir-
ty-nine for Germany of 137,151 tons.
The German total, however, will in-

clude a larger prgpoortion of modern

vessels, for, eliminating all over fif-
teen years, the figures would be
Great Britain twenty-six and Ger-

many thirty. In the last named total
are included the four ships to be laid
down within the next two years.
From these figures it will be seen
that while the British preponderance
in 1914 will be considerable, it is es-
sential that new ships should be
provided for the replacement of those
which must be struck off the list in

the years immediately following.”

tion of Justice’’ comes higher than
of ¢ld. The Factory Inspector costs
the people more than did Mr.
McMulkin,the man who was legislated

John | tha

the rapid depletion
wealth of the

of the
province and perhaps
wiping out of the chief source of

forest

! New Brunswick’s revenue.

its |
protection. But the material point is |
concerned so much with what |
commerce the navy has to protect as |
the dangers which that com- |
and |

build, fifty-eight protected |
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1s about over the rush of installing Furnaces &,
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THE HARDWARE PEOPLE

out of office on the pretext that haj
was tco old. It costs the peorle |
something to have a Public Utilities

On paper the government shows a
surplus of some $6,000.

Last year a

the one carried on by friends of the|
making |
capital against Hon. Mr. Pugsley and |

seen any fruits of the commission’s
labors.

These are days of' imcreased

cost for the people of New Brunswick

in many things beside the increase of
highway taxes.

; In 1910 “Stumpagz Collection’’ cost

paid from the public treasury; theirlthe pzople more than twice as much ed debt.
report was tabled in the House t\vo:

as it did in 1907. In this connection

the

Hazen partizans will say that

’

““Territorial Revenue’’ has been

{Creasevd becausz of the vigilance and
i the honesty which

! As a matter

exceptional is
shown in its collection.
of fact, the increasz is chiefly due to

the blameworthy policy of the gov-

log
| Lands.

temporary gain to the provincial

cial afiairs really is.
however, that there has been wasteful
3 : expenditure of the
{ernment in decreasing the size of the ,eckjass outlays which have brought
which may be cut on Crown $he foial

Commission, though no one has yet similar surplus of $4,000 was shown.

Investigation then brought to light
two facts. One was that the appar-
ent surplus was created by the bare-
faced transfer of a current bridge ac-
count to a ‘‘special’’ account which
was charged up as part of the bond-
The second fact was that
instaad of g pretended surplus of

$4,000, there was an actual deficit of

in- neerly $170,000.

It
information at present available just
how serious the condition of provin-
It is clear,

is impossible to say with the

people’s money,

spending up to a figure

This policy is resulting in pitperto almost unthought of in re-

gard to New Brunswick and danger-

treasury but if persisted in,it means ous to the future of the provinee.

Fine Jersey Cloth
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On Neat Fitting
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Campbell Shoeman.

CHOCOLATES FOR XMAS

Ganong’s and Moirs, in pretty decorated boxes, from 30c
to $1.00. Pascell's, London, England, highest grade nut

Confectionery.

George Y. Dibblee

Druggist Opp. City Hall.

UNIQUE "'TONIGHT.

Delighted crowds at the Unijjue last
1ight witnessed the great western
feature ‘‘A Silent Message,’”’ by Es-
sanay. Also a splendid Biograph
photo play, '’A Plain Song,” was
shown besides two sparkling comed-
ics.  Tomorrow afternoon gnd even-
ing a great Biograph Indian feature,
‘Song of the Wildwood Flute.”

Make it a
New Year's Gift

GAVE A SUPPER.

Lt. Col. McLean, M. P., held one |
of the series of teas in the Orange |
Fall, Cole’s Island, on the evening
of the 22nd inst. There was a large |@
number present. After tea the Col- |
onel delivered a stirring address on;
the current topiss of the day. Mr. &
James Stewart was chairman. The |
sum of $65.75 was realized for the
Baptist church.

It there are any of your friends §

| you have forgotten at Xmas, make
them a New Year’s Gift, it will be just
as much appreciated.

Hen. W. C. H. Grimmer, Surveyor |§
Genzcral, is here on derartmental jbus-
iness.

Master Paul Atkinson, of Sackville, | ; OAK HALL

Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Atkinson and
are the guests of ' Mr. and Mrs. M.

C. H. THOMAS & CO.
F’ten’s Greatest Clothing House.

Atkinson, Charlotte St. X




