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OUR NEW GOLD COINAGE 

The amnouncertent made by Mr. 

Fielding, a ‘few weeks ago, that ne 

had decided to turn out the proposed 

new wold coinage on the same basis 

as the United States eagle, instead 

of on the basis of the Britisn sover- 

sign, has been the cause of much 

comment in the columns of American 

newspapers. Some of the writers see 

in Mr. Fielding’s announcement the 

trend Of public sentiment in Canada 

40 closer connection with the United 

States and a consdquent independence 

of England with a loosening in the 

tie - Binding the Dominion to the 

Mother Country. The New York 

«‘Herald’’ considers that the circum- 

stance is important as showing how 

dlose are the natural relations of the 

two neighboring countries. Other 

American newspapers express similar 

views and regard with approval what 

‘they hold is an indication of the ul- 

timate situation—the peaceful ab- 

sorption of the Dominion in the Re- 

public. 

It would seem that if anything is 

comprised in Mr. Fielding’s action 

further than a determination to give 

Canada her own gold coinage, it 

‘would. be in a direction directly op- 

posite to that suggested by our Am- 

erican contemporaries. They seem to 

have overlooked a remark made by 

Mr. Fielding when announcing ‘his 

decision on the gold coinage—that 

“‘perhaps the time may come when 

we shall no longer need to make the 

American eagle a legal tender.” It 

is in that direction that the Canad- 

ian gold coinage is likely to oper- 

ate. Regarded in that light it will 

be seen; that it is not a step towards 

independence of Great Britain but of 

currency independ?nce of the United 

States. In the past we have made 

the American eagle and half-cagle le- 

gal tender in Canada because we had 

no gold coins ol our own. The Bri- 

tish sovereign and  half-sovereign— 

the two gold coins in the British 

currency—have not been used as part 

of our monetary system because it 

was inconvenienty to use them as 

they did not fit in well with our dec- 

imal currency. But now that we are 

to have & gold coinage of our own, 

we shall no longer have any need of 

American gold coins as part of our 

metallic currency and we assume that 

wien the Canadian gold coinage has 

coms into general circulation the 

American coins will no longer be ac- 

cepted as legal tender in the Domin- 

ion. But it may be doubted il the Ca- 

nadian gold coins will be much more 

in demand as a circulating medium 

in the Dominion than the American 

«oins have been. Except in the banks 

the amount. of gold coins in the pos- 

session of the people of Canada and 

that are in general circulation, 

been comparatively small in propor- 

tion to the aggregate of the circu- 

lating mediumf{ People have got used 

to paper money and will not take 

very readily to any other kind. 

At the same time there will he gen- 

eral approval of the Government's 

action in deciding that the country 

is now large enough to have its own 

gold coinage and not be dependent 

for the latter on a foreign aountry. 

Although the American coins may 

continue for a time to circulate in 

Canada, it is scarcely likely that 

they will for any considerable period 

be accepted as legal tender, unless 

the United States Government is 

willing to reciprocate and authorize 

Canadian gold coins to be taken as 

legal tender in that country, 6which 

we are inclined to think will not be 

likely. 

has 

THE SITUATION IN ENGLAND 

It would seem, from the tome 

of the latest. despatches from Eng- 

land, that a truce is likely to be 

parties in consequence ol the change 

in the situation caused by the death 

of the King. All who have the wel- 

fare of. the British Empire at heart 

will rejoice that this decision has 

been come to, although they will de- 

plore the fact that such an enormous 

cost was necessary to bring this re- 

sult about. It is tacitly admitted in 

many well informed quarters that 

1 worry and 

“| . The pew which King Edward 
called between the several political | 

Saxiety as to the out- 

come of the dispute between the two 

Parliament, had a very 

the late King’s 

Houses of 

effect upon 

not by any means 

serious 

health. 

to be wondered at when all the cir- 

This is 

cumstances are taken into considera- 

tion. has 

been made of the King’s name and 

position in regard to the matter,and 

A most unwarranted use 

he was credited with an interference 

in the progress of affairs which was 

entirely erroneous. No sovereign ever 

was more familiar with the duties 

and power of his position than was 

the late King, and none was ever so 

punctilious in regard to them. 

The lull in political excitement will 

give both parties an opportunity of 

quietly. thinking the matter over.The 

subject of contention is a most im- 

portant one for the whole country, 

and it cannot be. said that the atti- 

tude of the leaders on either side is 

altogether the best. 

If during the next few months,some 

compromise can be arrived at, there 

can be litsfe doubt that it will pe a 

source of very great satisfaction 

the King. The party leaders 

now have, it in their power to save 

the nation from a situation big with 

possibilities for evil....The prediction 

freely made of late thet 

passing of the balancing 

new 

kas been 

with the 

power.of King Edward, chaos might 

be let loose in England. Some ob- 

servers have gone so far as to pre- 

dict that he would be the last King. 

That may be taken for what it is 

worth, which is not much; but it is 

true that those elements which have 

begun to make headway in society 

there might have th?ir strength and 

influence vastly inareased by a weak 

King and an unpopular Government. 

The Commons if they are wise, will 

be moderate in their demands, and 

the Lords, if they are more wise 

than obstinate, will yield without 

further opposition what they cannot 

long with-hold. They will curtail 

their own power, and by so doing 

increase their influence. 

® 

The Cruiser Niobe, the first unit 

of the Atlantic fleet in the proposed 

Canadian navy, the. base of which 

will be at Halifax,is expected short- 

ly. to arrive at that port from Great 

Britain, and Haligonigns are prepar- 

ing to celebrate the event iry a man- 

ner befitting its importance. It will 

be interesting to know what part 

Mr. Borden and his colleague, intend 

to take in the celebration. As mem- 

bers for Halifax they ‘can hardly 

avoid assisting in the affair, and 

what they have to say will no doubt 

be interesting in the light of the 

stand they took in the matter of a 

Canadian navy in Parliament. There 

they denounced it in all the moods and 

tenses; at Halifax they will be 

pected to -oin in the congratulations 

which Halifax will present to itself 

at being, made the base of the At- 

lantic division of the navy. 

ex- 

Ll 

The St. John Standard regards 

Mr. R. L. Berden’s references to the 

death of King Edward VII as “a 

worthy tribute to the greatest stat- 

esman in Europe from the greatest 

Canadian statesman.’’ The last part 

of this statement will be real mews, 

to most people, and probably to no 

one more than Mr. Borden himself. 
Ll 

GEORGE V. PROCLAIMED 
(Continued from page one) 

ingham Palace, where the royal fam- 

ily with the members of the late 

king’s household worshipped yes- 

terday. Queen Alexandra attended 

and King George and Queen Mary, 
with Princess Mary and the three 
young princes, all wearing deep 

mourning, drove from Marlborough 

House. Princess Victoria who has 
been her mother’s constant compan- 
ion also was present. 
Queen Alexandra requested that 

the service be brief and simple know- 

ing that that would have been the 

king's preference. Canon Sheppard, 

sub-dean of the Chapel Royal officiat- 
ed. Two hymns only were surrg—The 

Resurrection Morn and Peace, Perfect 

Peace. Both were Queen Alexandra's 

selections. i 
The Archbishop of Canterbury 

preached on the subject of King Ed- 
ward before a great congregation in 

Westminister Abbey. The state offic- 
ials and tenantry at Sandringham 

attended the church service in a body 

last 
occupied was filled with white lilies. 
King George sent a message to them 

saying: 
“My father dearly loved his coun- 

try home, and was always mindful of 

the welfare of all there. My feelings 

towards all will ever be the same as 
higyte 

STRIKING TRIBUTE FROM NA- 

TIONIALISTS. 

Wm. O'Brien M.P., for Cork, ad- 

dressing an ‘‘All for Ireland’ meet- 

to! 

ing at Bandon, paid a tribute to 

King Edward as being no more truly 

a peacemaker anywhere than in Ire- 

and. '‘For the first time possibly, in 

an unhappy history, in eight c¢en- 

said Mr. O’Brien, ‘‘a meet- 

ing of Irishmen, who are National- 

ists to the marrow 

may begin proceedings by laying 

tribute of respect and genuine 

the 

turiee"’ 

in their bones, 

a 

sor- 

row upon coffin of an English 

king.” 

QUEEN MARY. 

According to a circular issued from 

Marlborough House tonight the de- 

signation of the new queen will be 

| Queen Mary. The role she will play 

at the new court has been the subecjt 

of considerable speculation. As Prince 

and Princess of Wales, the new king 

and queen lived such comparatively 

retired lives that it is difficult to 

form an opinion, but it is almost 

safe to assume that the court will 

be far less brilliant than it was un- 

der King Hdward. The latter attach- 

ed the fullest weight and ‘dignity to 

the ceremonial of the kingly office, 

and all state functions urder his 
reign were invested with all pomp 

and magnificence he considered befit- 

ting the court of a great empire. 

It is quite certain that great chamg- 

es will be seen in the constitution of 
the court circle as well as among the 

actual officials and dignitaries of the 

court. Queen Mary is credited with 

great strength of character and is 

likely to exert far more influence on 

the court surroundings than did 

Queen Alexandra. She is deeply re- 
ligious and has a love for charitable 

work connected with the church while 
King George, so far as is known, is 

more fond of country life and pur- 

suits than of courtly pomp. Hence 

there is a general belief that the new 

court will be of a simpler and more 

austere type and that many of those 

who heretofore exercised a para- 

mount influence in the court life will 

be obliged to seek comparative re- 

tirement. 

A supplementary gazette, issued 

late last night, orders full court 

mourning until Nov. 7, and after 

that half mourning until May 7, 1911 

A¥bert Joy, the sculptor, today 

took a plaster cast of the late king's 

features, while Sir Luke Fildes, the 
noted illustrator, sketched the dead 

king. 

CAUSE OF DEATH. 
According to The Times, the King 

died from heart failure, following 
bronchitis and, the paper ‘declares, 

all rumors of other ailments may be 

dismissed as idle gossip. There nev- 
er was danger from throat complica- 

tions. 
“The official bulletins'’ says the 

Times, ‘‘concealed nothing for there 

was nothing to conceal. On Friday 

morning the king rose as usual and 
moved about cautiously for even 

slight movements were apt to cause 

a recurrence of the heart attacks. It 
was not until a later hour in the 
evening that he left his chair for the 

bed.” 
“QUEEN MOTHER" ALEXANDRA'S 

FUTURE TITLE. 
Queen Alexandra will in future be 

styled the ‘‘Queen Mother,”” a title 

not used in England since the days 

of Henrietta, the consort of Charles 
1. Her dower house will be Marlbor- 
ough House, and she possibly will 

continue to use Sandringham House 

besiding for a portion of each year 

at her summer residence at Klamp- 
enborg Bay, Denmark, which she 

shares wiah the Dowager Empress of 

Russia. 
Prince Edward, the heir to the 

throne, will after the presemt be 

styled the Duke of Cornwell apd 

Rothesay. Later he will be created 

Prince of Wales. He succeeds forth- 
with to the Duchy of Cornwall with 

a clear income of $400,000 yearly, 

which will accumulate until he be- 

comes of age, giving him an independ 
ent fortune of $2,500,000. It was the 

imcome from this source which en- 
abled the late king to purchase the 

Sandringham estate. 

POLITICS FORGOTTEN 

There are signs already that some 

of the Conservatives will practically 

accuse the Liberals of responsibility 

for the King’s death by worry 

brought upon him through threats of 

the party to call on him to swamp 

the lords by the creation of a host 
of Liberal peers. The question as to 

whether Premier Asquith should an- 

nounce what advice he intended to 
give the King has been debated for 

some time. Only a few days ago 

Lord Knollys, secretary to the King, 
took pains to publish a letter in 

which he told a correspondent: ‘‘You 
are correct in thinking the king de- 
plores his name being brought into 

political controversies.” : 

London, May 9—It was officially 
announced at Buckingham Palace at 

noon that Queen Alexandra was well 

and bearing up bravely. This morn- 

ing rumors were current that in a 
paroxysm of grief the mother of the 

King had broken a blood vessel and 
that her condition was serious. After 
the funeral of her husband it is ex- 
pected that the Queen mother will re- 

tire to Sandringham House, which 
King Edward some years ago made 
over to her as a dower house. The 

Lancet today .publishes an authorized 

statement confirming the cause of 

the King's death as ‘‘Cardiac Fail- 

ure following upon bronchitis’’ the 

statement adds: ‘‘The last hours 
were absolutely peaceful and pain- 

less.” 

= JOHN J. WEDDALL & SO 
Are showing an Immense Display of 

Sanitary Oilcloths and Linoleums 
! Each year this kind of floor covering is becoming more and more popular for various reasons 

viz;- No dust or dirt can sift through, they are readily wiped up, and when once down are there 
to stay till worn out. For BEDROOMS, SITTING ROOMS, DINING ROOMS, HALLS, etc. they 
cannot be excelled. Handsome Floral Designs, Tile and Wood Patterns, Inlaid and Plain Ling- 
leums are to be found here. 

i 0g pi of every description are being shown, also CURTAIN MATERIAL in Endless. 
ariety. 

36 inch CURTAIN MUSLINS in Spots and Figures only 16c. per yard. 
26 inch White CURTAIN MUSLINS, frilled, in Spots and Figures only 15c. per yard. 
OURzMADRAS? MUSLINS are very handsome and make a very effective Window Drape, 

and are largely used for portiers. 

We have still left a nice assortment of CURTAIN SAMPLES from 18 ins up, which are very 
suitable for small windows or sash curtains. 

Curtains from 45c¢ per pair. Brass Extension Rods only 5c. 
Curtain Poles and Fixtures, Carpet Paper, Stair Pads, Cocoa Mats, Portiers, Couch Covers, 

Carpet Whips, etc., etc. 

P.S. See Our Window Display of CURTAINS and CILCLOTHS. 

JOHN J. WEDDALL & SO 
June Fashions and Designers to hand. 

HAMMOCKS 

SCREEN DOORS 

WINDOW SCREENS 

REFRIGERATORS 

LAWN MOWERS 

GARDEN RAKES 
GARDEN HOSE - 

WHEELBARROWS § 
LAWN 
SPRINKLERS 

Trade with us and get Satisfaction. 

Tweeddale & Co. 
The Up-to-date Hardware Store. 

GOOD TOOL CHES 
Fitted with an assortment of Tools such 

DO YOU WANT 

as are required for every day use. 

We have just received a line of these in 

a variety of sizes and Prices. 

IR .Chestnut 
THE HARDWARE PEOPLE. 


